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Moody’s downgrades banking system to negative
By Simon Druker 

UPI

Analytics firm Moody’s Inves-
tors Service downgraded its rating 
of the American banking system as 
a whole on Tuesday.

The Dallas-based finance com-
pany dropped the system’s rating 
from stable to negative, citing the 
very public decline of the current 
banking environment as the reason 
why.

“We have changed to negative 
from stable our outlook on the U.S. 

banking system to reflect the rapid 
deterioration in the operating en-
vironment following deposit runs 
at Silicon Valley Bank (SVB), Sil-
vergate Bank, and Signature Bank 
(SNY) and the failures of SVB and 
SNY,” Moody’s said in a report.

The news comes just days after 
the failure of the three banks, which 
continues to send shock waves 
through the financial system.

Tuesday’s Moody’s announce-
ment raises flags, although the 

Joe Biden to discuss executive order aimed  
at curbing gun violence

By Darryl Coote  
& Joe Fisher 

UPI

President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday announced an 
executive order aimed at 
curbing the kind of mass 
gun violence the nation has 
experienced during the first 
few months of the year.

The White House said in 
an early Tuesday statement 
that the president will dis-
cuss more about the execu-
tive order in Monterey Park, 
Calif., a community mourn-
ing the 11 people killed and 
nine others injured by a 
gunman who opened fire at 
a dance studio during Lunar 
New Year festivities on Jan. 
21. He is scheduled to make 
an address at 3:45 p.m. EST.

“Every few days in the 
United States, we mourn 
a new mass shooting,” the 
executive order from the 

president reads. “Daily acts 
of gun violence -- including 
community violence, do-
mestic violence, suicide and 
accidental shootings -- may 
not always make the eve-
ning news, but they too cut 

lives short and leave survi-
vors and their communities 
with long-lasting physical 
and mental wounds.”

“We cannot accept these 
facts as the enduring reality 
of life in America,” the order 

states.
In June, Biden signed 

into law the Bipartisan Safer 
Communities Act, which 
has been described as the 
most significant bill direct-
ed at curbing gun violence 

to be enacted in three de-
cades. Tuesday’s executive 
order adds measures to be 
taken, including a require-
ment for businesses that sell 
firearms to become federal-
ly licensed to increase com-
pliance with background 
checks.

The executive order also 
increases scrutiny for feder-
ally licensed firearm dealers 
who have had violations or 
had their licenses revoked.

Federal departments, 
such as Homeland Security 
and the Department of Ed-
ucation, will be required to 
submit plans to better help 
communities and victims 
affected by gun violence 
receive mental-health ser-
vices.

It also includes measures 
that will increase the effec-
tiveness of extreme risk pro-

See BANK, page 3

See ORDER, page 3
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MAGA supporters 
demonize China, 

transgender people 
at CPAC
By Alexander Hinton  

Rutgers University - Newark

In early March, I mixed with the Make America Great 
Again faithful at the annual Conservative Political Action 
Conference -- a popular meeting, often known as CPAC, 
for conservative activists and political figures.

I walked, ate and sat with the attendees at the National 
Harbor in Maryland over the course of four days. Many of 
them were dressed in MAGA and pro-Donald Trump gear 
such as sequined hats and shirts that said things like “Trump 
won” the 2020 election. A few had tattoos of Trump’s face.

Media reports show that CPAC, which did not publicize 
the number of attendees, had lower-than-normal atten-
dance and fewer high-profile sponsors.

About 62% of CPAC attendees participating in a straw 
poll said they support Trump for president in 2024.

Understanding CPAC

Many commentators and others have labeled CPAC 
extremist. The program was loaded with sometimes in-
cendiary figures reviled by the left, including Republican 
Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia and Matt Gaetz 
of Florida, as well as former Trump political advisers Steve 
Bannon and Stephen Miller.

I am a scholar of extremism in the United States and went 
to CPAC for two reasons. First, I wanted to hear firsthand 
what conservatives, and especially Trump followers, said. 
At a time of high political polarization, it is important to 
understand different positions.

Second, almost half of people in the United States fear 
political violence and civil war. I wanted to take the pulse 
of the conservative right and assess points of division ahead 
of the 2024 presidential election.

The conference’s theme was “Protecting America Now.” 
Who and what were the perceived threats? And, amid the 
polarization, was there any common ground shared by 
conservatives and liberals?

I discovered five frequent demons at the conference: 
There were China’s Communist Party and border crimi-
nals -- including Mexican drug cartels and undocumented 
immigrants. “Radical left Marxists” and the ideologies of 
“wokism” and “transgenderism” were also frequent targets.

While I also found a few glimmers of hope for political 
common ground between the left and right, it was apparent 
that Trumpism -- and the election denial, misinformation 
and scapegoating that come with it -- is stronger than some 
think and, I believe, remains a threat to U.S. democracy.

China

China was one of the biggest common enemies identified at 
the conference. Just days after senior U.S. intelligence officials 
said that China is the United States’ biggest national security 
threat, speaker after speaker at CPAC harped on this theme.

The first day included panels titled “Caging the Red 
Dragon” and “No Chinese Balloons Above Tennessee.”

Such language plays to the growing number of Ameri-
cans who view China as the country’s biggest enemy.

Border criminals

The focus on China connected to another target at the 
conference -- Mexican cartels that engage in human and 
drug trafficking. This includes groups that bring fentanyl 
-- a drug that is Chinese-manufactured or made from Chi-
nese-produced chemicals -- into the United States.

Many speakers accurately noted the staggering number 
of fentanyl deaths in the United States, including over 
100,000 overdose deaths in 2021. But they did so in often 
apocalyptic terms.

Chicken Little Alarms Voiced Over 
Repeal of Section 230

Chicken Little alarms 
were recently voiced in 
the United States Supreme 
Court that eliminating or 
narrowing immunity from 
suit social media platforms 
enjoy for third-party post-
ings under Section 230 of the 
Communications Decency 
Act would cause the sky 
to fall on their operations. 
Based on oral arguments 
held on Feb. 21 and 22, 2023, 
the twin cases, Gonzalez v. 
Google and Twitter v. Ta-
amneh, are likely to leave the 
blanket immunity for social 
media behemoths complete-
ly or virtually undisturbed.

What’s wrong with this 
picture?

I am a small business 
owner of broadcast prop-
erties valued at a minuscule 
fraction of Google’s $1.16 
trillion current capitaliza-
tion or Twitter’s $41 bil-
lion. Yet I have no liability 
immunity for defamations 
broadcast on my programs 
or properties. Ditto for 
newspapers or other social 
media competitors. We buy 
libel insurance. Why can’t 
Google and Twitter do the 
same? Why should these gi-
ants be given a leg up under 
Section 230? Isn’t that like 
giving Secretariat a head 
start over competitors at the 
Kentucky Derby in 1973?

Section 230 was passed 
in 1996 when social media 
was in its infancy. It was 
speculated that without 
legal immunity from def-
amation, invasion of pri-
vacy, or related tort claims 
for third-party postings 
on their digital platforms, 
social media companies 
would capsize into bank-

ruptcy. But no proof or 
logic was forthcoming. It 
was a postulate without 
proof neither then nor in 
the ensuing 27 years.

The relevant text reads as 
follows: “No provider or user 

of an inter-
active com-
puter ser-
vice shall be 
treated as a 
publ i sher 
or speaker 
of any in-
formation 
provided by 
another in-
formation 

content provider.”
In contrast, newspa-

pers, broadcasters, cable 
companies and satellite 
transmitters are subject to 
liability for content pro-
vided by third parties. But 
the law, liability insurance 
and the practicalities of lit-
igation provide formidable 
defenses that adequate-
ly protect against adverse 
judgments or insolvency 
leaving a wide margin for 
free speech. None of these 
industries have become 
insolvent from tort liability.

The Tweet That Captures 
the Backlash That Could 
Come From Bailing Out 
Silicon Valley Bank

The Supreme Court in 
New York Times Compa-
ny v. Sullivan (1964) and 
its progeny has erected 
virtually insurmountable 
First Amendment barriers 
to successfully suing public 
officials or public figures 
for defamation, invasion of 
privacy, or similar speech. 
A plaintiff must shoulder 
the burden of proving by 

clear and convincing evi-
dence that the defendant 
published a false statement 
of fact with knowledge of 
its falsity or with reckless 
disregard of whether it was 
true or not. Opinions are 
completely off limits. And 
simple negligence in pub-
lishing a falsehood does not 
trigger liability. The defen-
dant must be shown to have 
entertained a conscious 
awareness that the allegedly 
offensive publication con-
tained a defamatory fact.

Moreover, defamation 
damages must be proven. 
But loss of reputation char-
acteristically finds expres-
sion in business that never 
surfaces. Proving such a 
negative is commonly in-
surmountable.

Even more important, 
plaintiffs are ordinarily re-
luctant to sue to avoid pro-
viding a free and ruinous 
judicial platform for further 
distribution of the defam-
atory falsehood. Defama-
tion suits are customarily 
costly and lengthy because 
proving the state of mind 
of the publisher and the 
reputation of the plaintiff is 
complex. A plaintiff ’s entire 
life, warts, skeletons and all 
are fair game in discovery. 
Unless you’re a saint, a 
defamation lawsuit may 
further ruin your brand. 
Thus, President Franklin 
Roosevelt persuaded his 
chief emissary Harry Hop-
kins to refrain from suing 
the Chicago Tribune for a 
story likening him to Grig-
ori Rasputin, villainous 
courier to Tzar Nicholas 
and Tsarina Alexandra.

It is unsurprising that 

successful defamation or 
invasion of privacy suits 
against traditional media are 
extremely rare, like unicorns. 
Even a wealthy plaintiff like 
Sarah Palin was crushed in 
her defamation suit against 
The New York Times in Palin 
v. New York Times Compa-
ny (2020). Even before the 
constitutional protections of 
New York Times Company v. 
Sullivan and its progeny were 
inaugurated, tort liability 
judgments against tradition-
al media were few and far 
between. Take investigative 
journalist Drew Pearson, 
whose “The Washington 
Merry-Go-Round” appeared 
daily from 1932-1969. He 
won 119 of 120 libel cases. 
None deterred his muck-
raking columns, as chron-
icled in Donald Ritchey’s 
“The Columnist: Leaks, Lies, 
and Libel in Drew Pearson’s 
Washington.”

Repeal of Section 230 
would still leave social me-
dia platforms with the thick 
layers of constitutional 
protections enjoyed by 
traditional media that have 
safeguarded free speech, 
viewpoint diversity and ag-
gressive scrutiny of govern-
ment. Even if the section 
was plausibly justified at 
birth 27 years ago because 
social media was embry-
onic, it is as obsolete today 
as the horse and buggy. 
Repeal will not cause the 
sky to fall. It would create 
an even playing field with 
social media giants still in-
heriting a competitive ad-
vantage from the 27 years 
of liability immunity they 
have already enjoyed under 
Section 230.

Interest rate, liquidity risk caused SVB, 
Signature Bank to fail so fast

By Vidhura S. Tennekoon 
Indiana University

Silicon Valley Bank 
and Signature Bank failed 
with enormous speed -- so 
quickly that they could be 
textbook cases of classic 
bank runs, in which too 
many depositors withdraw 
their funds from a bank at 
the same time. The failures 
at SVB and Signature were 
two of the three biggest 
in U.S. banking history, 
following the collapse of 
Washington Mutual in 
2008.

How could this happen 
when the banking industry 
has been sitting on record 
levels of excess reserves -- 
or the amount of cash held 
beyond what regulators 
require?

While the most com-
mon type of risk faced by a 
commercial bank is a jump 
in loan defaults -- known 
as credit risk -- that’s not 
what is happening here. 
As an economist who has 
expertise in banking, I be-
lieve it boils down to two 
other big risks every lender 
faces: interest rate risk and 
liquidity risk.

Interest rate risk

A bank faces interest rate 
risk when the rates increase 
rapidly within a shorter 
period.

That’s exactly what has 
happened in the United 
States since March 2022. 
The Federal Reserve has 

been aggressively raising 
rates -- 4.5 percentage 
points so far -- in a bid to 
tame soaring inflation. As 
a result, the yield on debt 
has jumped at a commen-
surate rate.

The yield on one-year 
U.S. government Treasury 
notes hit a 17-year high of 
5.25% in March 2023, up 
from less than 0.5% at the 
beginning of 2022. Yields 
on 30-year Treasurys have 
climbed almost 2 percent-
age points.

As yields on a security 
go up, its price goes down. 
And so such a rapid rise 
in rates in so short a time 
caused the market value of 
previously issued debt -- 
whether corporate bonds or 
government Treasury bills 
-- to plunge, especially for 
longer-dated debt.

For example, a 2 per-
centage point gain in a 30-
year bond’s yield can cause 
its market value to plunge 
by around 32%.

SVB, as Silicon Valley 
Bank is known, had a mas-
sive share of its assets -- 55% 
-- invested in fixed-income 
securities, such as U.S. gov-
ernment bonds.

Of course, interest rate 
risk leading to a drop in 
market value of a security 
is not a huge problem as 
long as the owner can hold 
onto it until maturity, at 
which point it can collect its 
original face value without 
realizing any loss. The un-
realized loss stays hidden 
on the bank’s balance sheet 

and disappears over time.
But if the owner has to 

sell the security before its 
maturity at a time when the 
market value is lower than 
face value, the unrealized 
loss becomes an actual loss.

That’s exactly what SVB 
had to do earlier this year as 
its customers, dealing with 
their own cash shortfalls, 
began withdrawing their de-
posits -- while even higher 
interest rates were expected.

This bring us to liquidity 
risk.

Liquidity risk

Liquidity risk is the risk 
that a bank won’t be able to 
meet its obligations when 
they come due without 
incurring losses.

For example, if  you 
spend $150,000 of your 
savings to buy a house and 
down the road you need 
some or all of that money 
to deal with another emer-
gency, you’re experiencing 
a consequence of liquidity 
risk. A large chunk of your 
money is now tied up in the 
house, which is not easily 
exchangeable for cash.

Customers of SVB were 
withdrawing their deposits 
beyond what it could pay 
using its cash reserves, and 
so to help meet its obligations 
the bank decided to sell $21 
billion of its securities port-
folio at a loss of $1.8 billion. 
The drain on equity capital 
led the lender to try to raise 
over $2 billion in new capital.

The call to raise equity 

sent shockwaves to SVB’s 
customers, who were losing 
confidence in the bank and 
rushed to withdraw cash. 
A bank run like this can 
cause even a healthy bank 
to go bankrupt in a matter 
days, especially now in the 
digital age.

In part this is because 
many of SVB’s customers 
had deposits well above 
the $250,000 insured by the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. -- and so they knew 
their money might not be 
safe if the bank were to fail. 
Roughly 88% of deposits at 
SVB were uninsured.

Signature faced a similar 
problem, as SVB’s collapse 
prompted many of its cus-
tomers to withdraw their 
deposits out of a similar 
concern over liquidity risk. 
About 90% of its deposits 
were uninsured.

Systemic risk?

All banks face interest 
rate risk today on some 
of their holdings because 
of the Fed’s rate-hiking 
campaign.

This has resulted in $620 
billion in unrealized losses 
on bank balance sheets as 
of December.

But most banks are un-
likely to have significant 
liquidity risk.

While SVB and Signa-
ture were complying with 
regulatory requirements, 
the composition of their 
assets was not in line with 
industry averages.

ARMSTRONG

WILLIAMS
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report does say the sys-
tem currently has enough 
liquidity to sustain itself. 
However, it hypothesiz-
es regulators may enact 
more stringent controls as 
a result of the trio of bank 
failures, requiring financial 

institutions to retain more 
capital.

The Federal Reserve 
Board confirmed Tuesday 
it is launching a review of 
its oversight.

President Joe Biden at-
tempted to calm any public 
panic Monday, promising 
to protect deposits of two 
closed banks and assure 
Americans the banking 

system remains strong.
The U.S. Treasury De-

partment is investing $25 
billion to ensure any Silicon 
Valley Bank and Signature 
Bank customers with over 
$25,000 in deposits will be 
able to fully-access their 
money.

“Banks with substantial 
unrealized securities losses 
and with non-retail and 

uninsured US depositors 
may still be more sensitive 
to depositor competition or 
ultimate flight, with adverse 
effects on funding, liquidity, 
earnings and capital,” the 
report said.

The Federal Reserve 
Board said Monday, it 
expects in May to pub-
lish a review of the bank 
failures.

Bank
continued from page 1

tection orders, or so-called 
red flag laws, strengthen 
efforts to hold the gun in-
dustry accountable for in-
cidents, and ramp up the 
ability of law enforcement 
to identify and apprehend 
shooters.

The Federal Trade Com-
mission will be encouraged 
to produce a public report 
on how gun manufacturers 

market firearms, particular-
ly to minors.

Biden wil l  travel  to 
Monterey Park to visit with 
families and communities 
affected by the mass shoot-
ing, one of several to plague 
the United States this year 
and one that has prompted 
Democrats and gun-control 
advocates calling for more 
stringent measures.

Vice President Kamala 
Harris, a former senator 
from California, visited the 
city of some 60,000 people 

near Los Angeles days after 
the shooting and called on 
Congress to pass “reason-
able gun safety laws.”

“Can they do something? 
Yes,” she said. “Should they 
do something? Yes. Will 
they do something? That 
is where we all must speak 
up, and speak to our elected 
representatives about what 
we have a right to expect 
that they will do in the 
interest of the safety, the 
security and the well-being 
of people like those whose 

lives were ended here and 
people around the country.”

Biden has repeatedly 
called for gun law reform 
and campaigned on ush-
ering in such measures, 
including regulating pos-
session of existing assault 
weapons and closing loop-
holes in the federal back-
ground check system.

According to the Gun 
Violence Archive, there have 
been 85 mass shootings so 
far this year, including 17 in 
the first two weeks of March.

Order
continued from page 1

Florida bills target gender-affirming healthcare,  
university diversity courses

By Nicole Markus 
Medill News Service

A Florida Senate bill 
discussed in committee 
this week would allow state 
courts to revoke custody 
from parents “to protect” 
children who may be re-
ceiving or have received 
gender affirming healthcare, 
disallowing prescriptions or 
procedures before age 18.

That deeply concerns the 
mother of Cooper Solomon, 
a happy 12-year-old who 
lives in South Florida with 
his family and his dogs. He’s 
a middle school student 
with caring friends. He loves 
wearing dresses, makeup 

and fun hairstyles.
And, according to his 

mother, Jennifer, he could 
be taken into custody by the 
state of Florida if Senate Bill 
254 passes.

But SB 254 is only one 
of several bills introduced 
in the Florida Legislature 
that target public educa-
tional institutions, as well 
as professors, that teach 
courses related to diversity, 
equity and inclusion, many 
inspired by Gov. Ron De-
Santis’ beliefs.

Though Jennifer Solo-
mon plans to fight SB 254, 
legal recourse could be dif-
ficult to come by without 
demonstrating harm. But 
she said she can’t, and won’t, 
wait that long.

“I’m certainly not going 
to wait until they take Coo-
per to then file a lawsuit to 
try to get custody back,” she 
said. “At this point, I have to 
decide, even though I love 
this state, and I’m not one 

See BILL, page 5
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Ohio AG sues Norfolk Southern over East Palestine  
toxic chemical train derailment

By Patrick Hilsman 
UPI

Ohio’s attorney general filed a 
lawsuit Tuesday against Norfolk 
Southern over the February 3 train 
derailment that released toxic 
chemicals in East Palestine.

Attorney General Dave Yost 
announced that he had submit-
ted a 53-count complaint to the 
District Court for the Northern 
District of Ohio in an online press 
conference Tuesday.

“This derailment was entirely 
avoidable,” Yost said of the event 
that released ethylene glycol, vinyl 
chloride, and butyl acrylate, into 
the local environment, killing fish 
in the Ohio River.

“The fallout from this highly 

preventable accident is goin to 
reverberate though Ohio and 
Ohioans for many years to come,” 
he said.

Yost drew attention to an 80% 
increase in accidents related to 
Norfolk Southern in the past de-
cade. The complaint also raises the 

issue of Norfolk Southern’s recent 
safety record.

“The derailment was just one in 
a long string of Norfolk Southern 
train derailments, hazmat inci-
dents/community evacuations, 
and relates of hazardous materials, 
hazardous substances, hazardous 
wastes, and/or other harmful pol-
lutants into the environment,” the 
complaint reads.

The complaint is intended to 
instigate a “declaratory judge-
ment” that Norfolk Southern is 
financially responsible for the 
emergency response to the de-
railment and that the company is 
responsible for covering the costs 
of environmental and property 
damage.

Norfolk Southern said they 

would cooperate with the Attor-
ney General and are working to 
clean up the site of the derail-
ment.

“Every day since the derail-
ment, our goal has been to make 
it right for the people of East 
Palestine and the surrounding 
communities. We are making 
progress every day cleaning the 
site safely and thoroughly,” Nor-
folk Southern said in a statement 
Tuesday.

“We look forward to working 
towards a final resolution with 
Attorney General Yost and others 
as we coordinate with his office, 
community leaders, and other 
stakeholders to finalize the details 
of these programs,” the company 
said.

Head of Space Force 
to testify before 

Senate panel on $30B 
budget proposal

By Matt Bernardini 
UPI

U.S. Space Force Chief of Space Operations Gen. 
Chance Saltzman will testify before a Senate subcommittee 
on Tuesday, one day after the Space Force released its $30 
billion budget.

Saltzman is scheduled to testify to the Senate Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Strategic Forces at 4:45 p.m. 
EST.

Space Force’s budget request for the 2024 fiscal year 
is 13 percent higher than last year, with $19 billion for 
funding the development of satellites, ground systems, 
and enabling technology.

Air Force Secretary Frank Kendall, who oversees both 
services, told defense-technology news site C4ISR the 
funding gives the Space Force options as it considers how 
to make its satellites more resilient against threats in space.

“If we don’t make those investments, we won’t have 
the options even to consider doing those things,” he said 
during a briefing before the budget release. “The entirety of 
what we’re trying to do here to get to the next-generation 
capabilities is being driven mostly by the pacing challenge 
of the [People’s Republic of China].”

The budget also includes $2.3 billion to fund the Resil-
ient Missile Warning and Tracking program, that features 
satellites that track ballistic and hypersonic missiles.

The United States is far and away the world leader is 
spending on space programs, with 2022’s budget totaling 
$61.97 billion, which was more than the rest of the world 
combined. NASA will get $27.2 billion for the 2024 fiscal 
year.

“The budget details a blueprint to grow the economy 
from the bottom up and middle out,” NASA Administrator 
Bill Nelson said in a statement.

Tyson Foods to close two chicken 
plants, affecting hundreds in Virginia, 

Arkansas
By Patrick Hilsman 

UPI

Tyson Foods has announced that 
it will be closing two chicken plants 
because of a drastic drop in sales over 
the past year.

The plants in Glen Allen, Va., 
and Van Buren, Ark., will be shut 
down in May, affecting the 1,661 
employees who work at the two 
facilities.

In a statement to CNBC, Tyson 
said “while the decision was not 
easy, it reflects our broader strategy 
to strengthen our poultry business 
by optimizing operations and uti-
lizing full available capacity at each 
plant.”

The company says it will help 
transfer some of the affected employ-
ees to other plants.

In October, Tyson announced that 
it would relocate approximately 1,000 

of its corporate staff in Illinois and 
South Dakota to Arkansas.

The company says inefficiencies 
in how it manages plants has been 
largely responsible for recent sig-
nificant drops in operating income 

and profits.
The food and beverage indus-

try has faced major layoffs in the 
past year, with PepsiCo, Impossible 
Foods, and Beyond Meat restructur-
ing their work forces.

FDA panel to consider full approval of 
Pfizer’s COVID-19 drug Paxlovid

By Matt Bernardini 
UPI

A U.S. Food and Drug Administration advisory 
panel will discuss whether to recommend Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 treatment Paxlovid for full approval 
during a meeting Thursday.

The drug is safe and effective for treating adults 
who are at risk for severe effects from the virus, 
including hospitalization or death, the FDA said 
in a report released in advance of the meeting.

Paxlovid is currently available under emergen-
cy use authorization that was granted in 2021.

More than 11 million people worldwide have 
taken Paxlovid for COVID-19, the FDA said in 
its report, which found that the drug does not 
cause rebound symptoms.

Concerns about rebound cases arose after some 
patients, including President Joe Biden and his 

former medical adviser Anthony Fauci, reported 
testing positive or experiencing symptoms after 
completing treatment with the drug.

The agency found that the rebound rates for 
patients who took Paxlovid were 10% to 16%, 
which was about the same for those who took a 
placebo.

“It has been challenging to determine the direct 
contribution of Paxlovid treatment to virologic 
or symptomatic rebound from published reports,” 
the FDA said.

The agency also said that, based on the avail-
able virology data, “Paxlovid is likely to retain 
clinical efficacy” in adults with COVID-19 caused 
by the Omicron variant who are at high risk of 
progression to severe disease.

More than 90% of U.S. adults have either re-
ceived a COVID-19 vaccine or had some immu-
nity from a prior infection.
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who runs from it, is it time to leave?”
Critics of the bill have likened it to legal kidnapping. The 

original language granted courts emergency temporary 
jurisdiction over a child who may be “at risk” of receiving 
gender-affirming care, but also included a provision that 
would make a parent or older sibling who is transitioning 
a risk factor.

Sen. Clay Yarborough, R-Jacksonville, who introduced 
the bill, said in an email Friday that he has “listened to 
feedback” from those who oppose the bill and modified the 
language. The new amendment removed the clause that in-
cludes parents and older siblings who may be transitioning.

“Parents have the right and a responsibility to raise 
their children as they see fit, and government intervention 
should be a last resort,” Yarborough said in the email. “I 
filed this legislation because I believe, as lawmakers, we 
have to draw the line when drastic, life-altering gender 
dysphoria therapies and surgeries are mutilating young 
children.”

On Monday, the Senate Committee on Health Policy 
voted to advance the bill, which codifies provisions from 
the State’s Board of Medicine and Board of Osteopathic 
Medicine that ban surgeries, hormone therapies and pu-
berty blockers for children under 18.

Olivia Solomon, Cooper’s older sister, said the Solo-
mons want to try to let Cooper finish middle school with 
his friends. But it might not be possible.

“I’m hoping I have a couple years before I have to make 
that decision, but it might be a couple months or a couple 
weeks,” Jennifer Solomon said. “We are fighting back, be-
cause no one should have to be a political refugee.”

SB 254 is just one of dozens of bills that members of 
the Florida Legislature have introduced that target what 
DeSantis describes as “woke” ideology.

Others bar educational institutions from teaching 
anything that could cause “guilt, anguish or any form of 
psychological distress” because of their race or sexual 
orientation, among other things.

“We must ensure school systems are responsive to 
parents and to students, not partisan interest groups, and 
we must ensure that our institutions of higher learning 
are focused on academic excellence and the pursuit of 
truth, not the imposition of trendy ideology,” DeSantis 
said during his second inaugural address.

And though Jennifer Solomon said Cooper’s school has 
decided to stand by LGBTQ+ students and protect them, 
youngsters like Cooper already are seeing the effects of 
these laws in other public schools.

“It’s fascism,” Jennifer Solomon said. “I mean, we have 
schools here that have empty shelves, because teachers 
are scared to have books on their bookshelves. We are 
absolutely stifling free speech. That is what is happening 
in Florida.”

Olivia Solomon said this is happening in more than just 
elementary, middle and high schools. A senior at Univer-
sity of Central Florida, she said many of her professors are 
choosing not to speak out against laws with which they 
disagree for fear of retribution.

Another House bill, HB 999, targets women, gender and 
sexuality students and race studies in the state universities. 
And the governor would have the authority to fire profes-
sors, threatening the tenure system.

Some of Olivia Solomon’s professors who have taught 
or are teaching subjects that involve diversity, equity and 
inclusion initiatives are being included on a list sent to 
DeSantis’ office, according to her.

She said nobody is sure what the lists are being used for, 
and professors who have been put on the lists are consid-
ering moving away to protect their livelihood and families.

“In terms of professors and educators, they’re just 
afraid,” Olivia Solomon said. “A lot of them can’t speak 
out for fear of losing their jobs.”

Pritzker School of Law Professor Heidi Kitrosser, who 
specializes in free speech law at Northwestern University, 
said issues like this are part of the “chilling effect.”

According to Kitrosser, when a statute paints a “broad 
brush” of what cannot be said in a classroom, teachers and 

professors may not know what’s allowed, leading them to 
choose to say nothing rather than get in trouble.

“Professors start censoring themselves, or universities 
start censoring their professors, because they don’t want 
to run afoul of the law,” she said.

At Florida International University’s College of Law 
-- the only public law school in South Florida -- diversity, 
equity and inclusion initiatives have all but been eradicat-
ed. A new law would prohibit any public funds from being 
used for these initiatives.

FIU Law Dean of Students Angelique Ortega said the 
school also is barred from raising private funds for the 
training.

Ortega said that these laws are “performative,” meant 
to make a point. She said she doesn’t believe the laws will 
hold up once they go to courts.

“They are passing seemingly unconstitutional laws, 
knowing that they are likely going to be overturned and 
knowing that they’re going to spend millions of dollars, 
of taxpayer dollars, defending these lawsuits,” Ortega said. 
“But it doesn’t matter, because that’s not the point.”

According to Kitrosser, a common talking point with 
DeSantis and supporters is the fact that these are public 
schools using taxpayer money. However, the First Amend-
ment still comes into play, she said.

Kitrosser said that this is one thing the courts will have 
to reckon with when hearing lawsuits -- there is precedent 
that prevents the government from restricting educational 
institutions.

“The Legislature could choose not to have created an 
educational institution in the first place, but once a college 
or university is in place, there are certain restrictions that 
the government cannot impose on what can and cannot 
be said in the classroom,” Kitrosser said.

Though outlooks like this are optimistic, Olivia Solo-
mon said the problem is that litigation like this can take 
a long time. In the meantime, people like her brother and 
her professors are at risk.

“During that time it takes for them to get a lawsuit, to 
get them back, to try different things, it’s a matter of years,” 
Olivia Solomon said. “It’s kids’ lives and everyone’s lives 
on the line.”

Bill
continued from page 3

Two people dead in shooting 
near Portland International

By Matt Bernardini 
UPI

Two people are dead 
after a shooting at a hotel 
near Portland Internation-
al Airport on Wednesday 
morning.

Police said that the Port 
of Portland responded to 
a shooting at the Embassy 
Suites Portland Airport 
Hotel at 2 a.m. They said 
that a man and woman 
were found dead but their 
identities have not been 
confirmed.

“There is no ongoing 
threat to the PDX airport 
or the surrounding area at 
this time,” Port of Portland 
Police said in a statement.

Some of the hotel guests 
told Portland ABC affiliate 
KATU that they heard near-
ly a dozen gunshots and saw 
blood on the floor as police 
escorted them out of the 
building.

No information on a 
suspect has been released. 
The East County Major 

Crimes Team is leading the 
investigation.

Boeing Dreamliner order 
is fifth-largest in company 

history
By Simon Druker 

UPI

Aerospace giant Boeing said Tuesday, 
it collectively received its fifth-largest 
commercial order in the company’s 106-
year history.

The two orders are from the govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia for up to 121 of 
Boeing’s 787 Dreamliner passenger jets.

Together, the orders are valued at 
around $37 billion, according to the White 
House. It also said the order will “support 
over one million American jobs in the 
aerospace supply chain across 44 states.”

The country’s flag carrier, Saudi Ara-
bian Airlines, made a firm order for 39 of 
the wide-body aircraft with an option for 
an additional 10 planes.

Saudia already operates the Dream-
liner, in addition to the extended range 
version of Boeing’s larger 777-300.

Additionally, a new Saudi airline owned 
by the Kingdom’s Public Investment Fund 
will purchase 39 of the aircraft, split over 
two different models. The airline will have 
options for 33 more planes.

Riyadh Air’s mandate is to help the 
country reach its goal of attracting 100 
million visitors annually by 2030.

The orders are for both 787-9 and 787-
10 models of the Boeing aircraft, which is 
operated by more than 70 carriers world-
wide and first flew in 2009.

Boeing touts the Dreamliner’s fuel effi-
ciency as a key reason for buyers to choose 
the plane. Its emissions can be up to 25% 
lower than the planes it replaces.

“Adding to its 787 Dreamliner fleet will 
enable SAUDIA to expand its long-haul 
service with outstanding range, capacity 
and efficiency,” Boeing Commercial Air-
planes President and CEO Stan Deal said 
in a statement.

“After more than 75 years of part-
nership, we are honored by SAUDIA’s 
confidence in Boeing products and will 
continue to support Saudi Arabia’s goal 
to expand sustainable air travel.”

Individually, the planes retail for 
around $239 million, depending on op-
tions. They can seat between 250 and 290 
passengers, depending on configuration.
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Longer growing seasons may mean longer allergy seasons
By Allison Finch 

Accuweather.com

Spring is creeping up fast in 
the United States, and that means 
warmer weather is on the hori-
zon after a rough end to winter 
in some locations. Still, for those 
who suffer from seasonal allergies, 
there may only be a few weeks 
left in some parts of the country 
before allergens kick into full gear.

A team of AccuWeather fore-
casters, led by senior meteorol-
ogist Alan Reppert, took a deep 
dive into forecast data, weather 
patterns and climate research to 
forecast what the fast-approaching 
allergy season will be like -- and 
if there will be an extended or 
higher-than-usual pollen season.

According to Climate Central, 
a nonprofit science and news orga-
nization based in Princeton, N.J., 
recent research suggests that the 
growing seasons are being length-
ened by more than two weeks 
compared to the historical average 
since 1970. This could prolong the 
symptoms many seasonal allergy 
sufferers endure.

The first leaves and spring 
blooms are arriving in parts of the 
United States, according to the 
USA National Phenology Network. 
The network, which tracks the 
onset of spring across the country, 
says much of the Southeast, lower 
Midwest and mid-Atlantic states 
are experiencing the earliest spring 
on record. But for some locations 
in the Southwest, such as Arizona, 
spring is a bit delayed compared to 
the historical average.

Different allergens will begin to 
affect Americans at various points 
in the season, depending on the 
region and the weather condi-
tions. According to Reppert, trees 
are commonly the first and most 
prominent producers of pollen in 
the spring. By late spring and early 
summer, grass pollen will start to 
dominate and finally, toward the 
late summer and early fall, weed 
pollen will take over for the rest 

of the season.
The weather plays a crucial role 

in how much pollen is produced, 
distributed and in the air at any 
given time. When determining 
if the pollen levels will be high, 
average or low, one must consider 
important factors like rain, wind 
and temperature.

On warm, windy and dry days, 
pollen has an easier time circu-
lating, which can increase allergy 
symptoms. Pollen tends to travel 
less on rainy, windless days, which 
can benefit those who suffer from al-
lergies. Dry conditions and drought 
can reduce certain pollen levels and 
hinder grass and weed growth.

Reppert’s team of meteorolo-
gists has put together a compre-
hensive analysis for the allergy 
season ahead. The forecasters 
warn that one particular part of 
the United States may be more 
susceptible, than others this year.

Tree pollen has started to peak 
across much of the Southeast and 
Gulf Coast states due to unusually 
warm weather surging in these 
regions. Since the end of February, 
temperatures have been above 
historical averages, which has 
prompted an earlier start than usu-
al for many areas across the South.

According to the USA-NPN, 
Charlotte, N.C., is experiencing a 
spring bloom 22 days earlier than 
normal.

Despite the rain being a great 
pollen reducer, sometimes lighter 
rain showers don’t contain enough 
moisture to clear the air of all the 
pollen. And according to Reppert, 
the multiple rounds of rain expected 
across the Southeast and Ohio River 
Valley through the end of March 
won’t be enough to ease the high 
pollen levels for allergy sufferers.

In the Northeast, an earlier 
start to the tree pollen season 
will be likely, but Reppert warns 
temperatures cooler than the his-
torical average this spring will give 
way to an average season from the 
Appalachian Mountains to Maine.

As temperatures struggle to 

increase this spring and rainfall 
chances decrease across the north-
ern Plains, a lower-than-average 
tree pollen season is expected 
from Nebraska to North Dakota.

Tree pollen is expected to be 
the worst in the Pacific Northwest 
this year. For allergy sufferers 
living in this region, limiting the 
amount of time spent outside this 
spring may be a good idea. Rep-
pert said moderate temperatures 
and rainfall will provide ideal 
conditions for trees to grow and 
little time for pollen levels to drop.

From south to north, pollen 
levels will start to increase as early 
as the beginning of April. By the 
end of April, tree pollen levels are 
expected to be at their worst in the 
Pacific Northwest.

In contrast, across the Rockies, 
tree pollen should be on par with 
what is considered average for the 
region.

Southwest residents with tree 
allergies will be able to rejoice. 
Thanks to an upcoming drier 
weather pattern and warmer air 
on the horizon, tree pollen counts 
in the region are expected to re-
main low throughout the season 
from southeastern California to 
western Texas.

Grass pollen sufferers from the 
Great Lakes to the Gulf Coast may 
want to start preparing for what 
is expected to be a nasty allergy 
season for many. Above-normal 
grass pollen levels are forecast to 
extend across the eastern third of 
the country this year. Ohio, Vir-
ginia, Tennessee and Mississippi 
will be among the several states 
that will have some of the highest 
grass pollen counts in the nation 
this year, Reppert warns.

Reppert said grass pollen levels 
will surge due to expected warmth 
and above-average rainfall late 
this spring and early this summer 
across the East. He also warns that 
this region’s peak values will be 
earlier than usual.

Grass pollen levels will peak 
across the Gulf Coast states by 

early to mid-May. The mid-At-
lantic and Ohio Valley states will 
experience their peak by the end 
of May. Pollen levels in areas far-
ther north, such as the Midwest, 
will peak by mid-June.

One place across the East that 
won’t have above-average grass 
pollen levels in the Northeast. 
According to Reppert, tempera-
tures there should align with levels 
typically observed in spring and 
summer. This is due to a surge in 
cooler temperatures and a rise in 
moisture during the second half of 
summer for the Northeast.

From southern North Dakota 
to the Four Corners, grass allergy 
sufferers are in luck this year. Rep-
pert says the combination of drier 
weather and the delay of warmer 
weather will result in low grass 
pollen levels this year.

The grass pollen season will 
peak in Arizona, New Mexico and 
western Texas before the middle 
of May, while residents in areas 
farther north, such as the Rockies 
and northern Plains, won’t expe-
rience their peak until the end of 
May or the beginning of June.

The dry season in the West 
starts in May and continues 
through September. In years past, 
drought conditions typically lead 
to a lower-than-average season 
for this region. Due to several 
atmospheric rivers that brought 
significant amounts of rain and 
erased the drought across much 
of the West, Reppert said grass 
pollen levels are expected to be 
near normal this year.

As for the Pacific Northwest, 
allergy sufferers are in for a dou-
ble whammy. In addition to a 
record-high tree pollen season, 
forecasters expect above-average 
grass pollen levels across the 
region.

Reppert notes that grass pollen 
will flourish this summer after the 
relentless rounds of rain in the 
winter and early spring. Tempera-
tures above historical averages this 
summer will also favor higher 

grass pollen counts.
In addition to those living 

along the East coast, residents in 
metropolitan areas like Seattle and 
Portland, Ore., could experience 
some of the worst grass pollen 
levels this season.

Weed pollen is a late-season 
pollen that notoriously affects 
Americans before cold winter 
weather settles back into the north 
and the sun dips below a certain 
angle in the south.

According to Reppert, weed 
pollen will dominate the entire East 
Coast as an increase in moisture 
and temperature creates a favorable 
environment for weeds to thrive.

“It’s really going to increase here 
as we get into September, and any 
tropical moisture that may come 
into the area or any storms that 
come in over the plains and from 
the north, that could really help 
to increase any of the weed pollen 
that we’re seeing,” Reppert said.

Across the Gulf Coast and 
Southeast states, weed pollen is 
expected to pick up later than 
usual, peaking from late July to 
mid-August. Weed pollen will 
flourish from mid-August to early 
September in the mid-Atlantic 
and Ohio Valley. As for the North-
east, pollen levels aren’t expected 
to peak until after September gets 
underway.

In contrast, weed pollen is 
forecast to be lower than normal 
across the northern and even 
parts of the central Plains. Reppert 
explains this is due to the lack of 
wet weather across the northern 
Plains.

Weed pollen levels are expected 
to be on par with previous years 
across the southern Plains, he said.

In the southern Rockies and 
parts of the Southwest, such as 
Texas, southern New Mexico and 
southeastern Arizona, drier con-
ditions are expected to influence 
weed pollen counts. According to 
AccuWeather forecasters, these 
areas will likely have pollen counts 
below normal.
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BECTON EARL BRILEY SR
POSSESSION OF FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR

MALIK CORELL COUNCIL
HABITUAL MISDEMEANOR ASSAULT — FELONY
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR
BATTERY OF UNBORN CHILD — MISDEMEANOR
FELONY STALKING — FELONY

VONITA MARIA STURGES
FTA-FINANCIAL ARD FRAUD — FELONY
FTA-FELONY PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
FTA-FORGERY OF INSTRUMENT — FELONY
FTA-OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY

DANNY EARL CARNEY
FAIL REGISTER SEX OFFENDER — FELONY
RESISTING PUBLIC OFFICER — MISDEMEANOR

WILLIAM ROGER COCKRELL
LARCENY — FELONY
ATT OBTAIN PROP FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
FTA-PWIMSD SCH IV CS — FELONY
FTA-PROB VIOL OUT OF COUNTY — MISDEMEANOR

TONY MORRIS WARD JR
ASSAULT SERIOUS BODILY INJURY — FELONY
ROBBERY WITH DANGEROUS WEAPON — FELONY
ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON — MISDEMEANOR

MARKEVIOUS DONTA CHERRY
FLEE/ELUDE ARREST W/MV — FELONY
LARCENY OF MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY
MISDEMEANOR STALKING — MISDEMEANOR
RECKLESS DRVG-WANTON DISREGARD — MISDEMEANOR

PRINCE JAQUON ELLISON JR
ROBBERY WITH DANGEROUS WEAPON — FELONY
CONSP ROBBERY DANGS WEAPON — FELONY

CHRISTOPHER JAMES TRIVETT
LARCENY OF MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY
BREAK OR ENTER MOTOR VEHICLES — FELONY

Sponsored by Inner-City Return Service
Local detainees
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Bally Sports owner files for bankruptcy,  
MLB bolsters broadcast capabilities

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Diamond Sports Group, which 
controls sports networks for 42 
professional teams, filed for Chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy, the company 
announced. MLB said it expects the 
company to continue broadcasts, but 
cited contingency plans.

The Bally Sports owner, which is 
a subsidiary of the Sinclair Broadcast 
Group, announced the “voluntary” 
Chapter 11 filing Tuesday night. 
Diamond announced Feb. 15 that it 
missed a $140 million interest pay-
ment and had a 30-day grace period 
to resolve its debt, unless it chose to 
file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy.

Diamond, which made the filing 
in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Southern District of Texas, said 
it maintains more than $8 billion in 
current debt.

“Diamond intends to use the pro-
ceedings to restructure and strengthen 
its balance sheet, while continuing to 
broadcast quality live sports produc-
tions to fans across the nation,” the 
company said. “DSG expects that its 

Bally Sports regional sports networks 
will continue to operate in the ordinary 
course during the Chapter 11 process.

“Diamond is well capitalized with 
approximately $425 million of cash 
on hand to fund its business and 
restructuring.”

Diamond holds broadcast rights 
for 14 MLB teams. MLB holds digital 
broadcast rights for 14 of those teams. 
MLB commissioner Rob Manfred 
previously said the league could step 
in for coverage. MLB reaffirmed 
that sentiment Tuesday night. The 
league also called Diamond’s filing 
“unfortunate.”

“Despite Diamond’s economic 

situation, there is every expectation 
that they will continue televising all 
games they are committed to during 
the bankruptcy process,” MLB said 
in a statement.

“MLB is ready to produce and dis-
tribute games in their local markets in 
the event that Diamond or any other 
regional sports network is unable to 
do so as required by their agreement 
with our clubs.”

MLB cited MLBTV and MLB 
Network and said the league has the 
capability to “deliver games to fans, 
uninterrupted.”

“In addition, we have hired ad-
ditional seasoned local media pro-
fessionals to bolster our capabilities 
in anticipation of this development,” 
MLB said.

“Over the long term, we will re-
imagine our distribution model to 
address the changing media climate 
and ultimately reach an even larger 
number of fans.”

Diamond said negotiations are un-
derway for a restructuring agreement 
with debt holders. The company plans 
to separate from Sinclair as part of its 
agreement with creditors.

Packers QB Aaron Rodgers won’t retire, plans to join Jets
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Green Bay Packers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers intends to join the 
New York Jets for the 2023-24 NFL 
campaign after leaning toward re-
tirement earlier this off-season, he 
said Wednesday on the Pat McAfee 
Show.

“I’ve made it clear that my inten-
tion was to play and my intention 
was to play for the New York Jets,” 
Rodgers said. “And I haven’t been 
holding anything up at this point.

“It’s been compensation that the 
Packers are trying to get for me, and 
kind of digging their heels in, so it 
is interesting at this point to step 
back and take a look at the whole 
picture.”

Rodgers, who signed a three-
year, $150.8 million contract ex-
tension last March, would require 

a trade to join the Jets. He remains 
under contract with the Packers for 
the next four seasons.

He is set to receive a guaranteed 
$59.5 million this season.

Packers president Mark Murphy 
confirmed last week in an inter-
view with WBAY Green Bay that 
the team gave the Jets permission 
to speak with Rodgers and would 
honor a trade of the star quarter-
back.

Packers general manager Brian 
Gutekunst told reporters earlier 
this month at the NFL scouting 
combine that the team would like 
to have “some answers” from the 
quarterback by Wednesday, the 
start of free agency in the NFL.

Rodgers  told  McAfee  on 
Wednesday that he went into 
the off-season “90% retired,” but 
changed his mind after he attended 
a darkness retreat.

The quarterback said he spent 
five days or four nights in a dark, 
small room, contemplating his 
football future in February at Sky 
Cave Retreats in southern Oregon.

Rodgers, who did not use elec-
tronics during that time, said he 

emerged to find more than 200 
messages on his phone. He then 
realized there was a “shift” and 
some “shopping” was going on, a 
reference to potential trade talks 
the Packers were allegedly having.

“It was clear to me at that point, 

that although the Packers were 
going to say the right thing pub-
licly, they were ready to move on. 
I don’t know what changed that,” 
Rodgers said.

Rodgers, 39, completed 64.8% 
of his throws for 3,695 yards, 26 
scores and 12 interceptions in 17 
starts this season. Jordan Love and 
Danny Etling are the only other two 
quarterbacks on the Packers roster 
for 2023.

Love, the No. 26 overall pick in 
the 2020 NFL Draft, started just one 
game over the past three seasons.

Zach Wilson and Chris Streveler 
are the only quarterbacks on the 
Jets roster heading into free agency.

“From my side all the love, 
appreciation and gratitude for 
everything Green Bay has done 
for me,” Rodgers said. “And also 
the reality of the situation, like it 
is what it is.

Carolina Panthers 
to sign ex-

Cincinnati Bengals 
TE Hayden Hurst

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Former Cincinnati Bengals tight end Hayden Hurst 
agreed to sign with the Carolina Panthers, a league source 
told UPI on Wednesday morning.

NFL contracts with free agents can’t become official un-
til 4 p.m. EDT Wednesday, the start of the new league year.

Hurst totaled 414 yards and two scores on 52 catches 
in a career-high 13 starts last season for the Bengals. The 
five-year veteran entered the league as the No. 25 overall 
pick by the Baltimore Ravens in the 2018 NFL Draft.

The Ravens traded Hurst to the Atlanta Falcons in 2020. 
Hurst went on to catch a career-high 56 passes for 571 
yards and six scores the following season. The 6-foot-4, 
260-pound pass catcher totaled 177 catches for 1,718 yards 
and 14 scores through his first 70 NFL appearances.

He will join a Panthers pass-catching group, which also 
includes wide receivers Terrace Marshall Jr., Shi Smith and 
Laviska Shenault.

Devin Asiasi, Tanner Hudson and Nick Bowers are the 
only tight ends under contract with the Bengals.

Dodgers’ Freddie 
Freeman injures 

hamstring at World 
Baseball Classic

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman 
sustained a hamstring injury and is not expected to play for 
Canada in a vital Pool C finale Wednesday against Mexico, 
manager Ernie Whitt told reporters.

Freeman sustained the injury in the third inning of 
Canada’s 5-0 win over Colombia on Tuesday at Chase Field 
in Phoenix. He remained in the game, but was replaced in 
the bottom of the fourth.

“He had tightness in his hamstring and of course, for 
precautionary reasons, we took him out of the game right 
away,” Whitt said of Freeman at his postgame news con-
ference. “He felt something on one of his swings during 
his second at-bat. We would do that for anyone if there is 
discomfort or anything like that.

“I don’t foresee Freddie being in it for [Wednesday]. 
We’re waiting from the doctors to see what they say and 
also the Dodgers. Again, that’s the most important thing 
is his health.”
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NHL: Pittsburgh Penguins vs. New York Rangers
THE PITTSBURGH PENGUINS DEFEATED THE NEW YORK RANGERS IN OVERTIME 3-2 AT 
THE PPG PAINTS ARENA IN PITTSBURGH ON MARCH 12, 2023. THE PENGUINS ENDED 

THE RANGERS’ SEVEN-GAME WINNING STREAK.
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Manchester City’s Haaland calls scoring his  
‘super strength’ after 5-goal outburst

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Soccer star Erling Haaland 
scored five times in Manchester 
City’s route of RB Leipzig, tying 
a Champions League record. The 
Sky Blues striker called scoring his 
“super strength” after the shutout 
victory.

Haaland scored three goals 
in the first half of the 7-0 win 
Tuesday at Etihad Stadium in 
Manchester, England. He added 
two more scores in the 53rd and 
57th minutes, but was substituted 
off the field in the 63rd minute.

“After scoring five goals, I have 
to say scoring goals,” Haaland told 
BT Sport, when asked about his 
super strength. “Should I be hon-
est? A lot of goals today, I didn’t 
think, I was just doing it. ... I was 
just trying to get it into the back 
of the net.

“I think a lot of it is just being 
quick in the mind, doing the right 
thing and trying to put it where 
the goalkeeper is not.”

Forwards Ilkay Gundogan and 
Kevin De Bruyne also scored for 
the Sky Blues, who advanced to 
the Champions League quarter-
finals.

Haaland drew first blood with 

a penalty kick in the 22nd minute. 
He found the net again less than 
two minutes later.

De Bruyne took the initial at-
tempt during that sequence, but 
that shot hit the crossbar. Haa-
land, who stood about six yards 
away from the net, headed in a 
follow-up shot past Leipzig goalie 
Janis Blaswich.

His third goal, another fol-
low-up, came in the second min-
ute of first-half stoppage time. De 
Bruyne sent in a corner kick to 
spark that goal. Center back Ru-
ben Dias headed that pass into the 
right post. Haaland then flew into 
the area and tapped the rebound 
past the goal line.

The Sky Blues used a series of 

crisp passes to find the net for the 
fourth time in the 49th minute. 
Midfielder Jack Grealish sent 
the final feed to Gundogan, who 
buried a grounded shot inside the 
right post.

Haaland scored his fourth goal 
less than five minutes later. De 
Bruyne started that sequence with 
a corner from the right side. Dias 

headed a secondary pass from the 
far post. Haaland headed in an 
initial attempt at the near post, 
which bounced back out into the 
box. He followed that shot with a 
strong volley into the left side of 
the net.

He finished his scoring spree 
less than four minutes later. Blas-
wich first denied a shot by Sky 
Blues right back Manuel Akanji, 
but the rebound again went back 
into the box.

Haaland, who stood about 
eight yards from the net, finished 
the play with a one-touch shot into 
the center of the goal, giving the 
Sky Blues a 6-0 lead.

De Bruyne ripped a 25-yard 
shot past Blaswich and into the 
upper right corner in the second 
minute of stoppage time for the 
final score of the night.

The Sky Blues will host Burnley 
in the FA Cup quarterfinals at 
1:45 p.m. EDT Saturday at Etihad 
Stadium. The Champions League’s 
quarterfinal draw will be held Fri-
day at the UEFA headquarters in 
Nyon, Switzerland. The draw will 
air at 7 a.m. on UEFA.com.

The first legs of the quarterfinal 
matchups will be April 11 and 12. 
The second legs will be April 18 
and 19.

Black widow populations 
drop as spider falls prey to 

brown widows
By Sheri Walsh 

UPI

Black widow spiders could face extinc-
tion in parts of the southern United States, 
as they become prey for the non-native 
brown widow, according to new research.

The research, published Monday in the 
Annals of the Entomological Society of 
America, found that black widows are slowly 
being displaced by invading brown widows 
in a pattern first discovered a decade ago.

While there are three native species of 
black widow spiders in the United States, 
brown widows are believed to be native 
to Africa, according to researchers who 
say brown widows are now seen on all 
continents except Antarctica.

Since its introduction into Florida, the 
non-native brown widow has displaced the 
state’s southern black widow and has quick-
ly expanded into urban areas as far north as 
Kansas and as far west as California.

While black widows are known for their 

poisonous bite, they are not aggressive if 
unprovoked. In comparison, brown widows 
grow faster and are twice as fertile, producing 
more egg sacs than southern black widows.

Brown widows are also six times more 
likely to kill and consume “shy” southern 
black widows, according to researchers, 
than other cobweb spiders.

As the study ruled out competition 
for scarce prey or disease as the reason 
behind the decline in black widow spider 
populations, the study is the first to blame 
aggressive predation by brown widows.

Researchers found that brown widow 
spiders killed and ate black widows in 80% 
of their confrontations. While some of the 
encounters ended with the two spiders 
cohabiting, none ended with the black 
widows showing aggression.

“Brown widows are not labeled inva-
sive. They’re still non-native,” said study 
lead author Louis Coticchio, a spider biol-
ogist specializing in the widow and recluse 
families, in an interview with Gizmodo. 

Zack Snyder teases ‘full circle’ 
Darkseid project

By Annie Martin 
UPI

Zack Snyder is teasing 
a new project centering on 
the DC Comics character 
Darkseid.

The 57-year-old writ-
er, director and producer 
shared a teaser Wednes-
day featuring “an incoming 
transmission from Lord 
Darkseid.”

The video features a dis-

torted song and a voice 
telling viewers to “save the 
date” for an announcement 
April 28-30, 2023.

“#fullcircle,” Snyder cap-
tioned the post.

Ray Porter portrayed 
Darkseid in Zack Snyder’s 
Justice League, directed by 
Snyder. The character is a 
villain who is part of the 
New God alien race and 
is the Lord of Apokolips. 
His goal is to enslave the 

multiverse.
DC Studios heads James 

Gunn and Peter Safran 
shared their Chapter 1 plans 
for the DC Extended Uni-
verse in February. A Dark-
seid project was not includ-
ed in the announcements.

Snyder has directed, 
written or produced several 
other films in the DCEU, in-
cluding Man of Steel (2013) 
and Batman v Superman: 
Dawn of Justice.

Bad Bunny, James Corden sing 
Ariana Grande, Harry Styles 
songs in Carpool Karaoke

By Annie Martin 
UPI

Bad Bunny joined James Corden for a 
new edition of Carpool Karaoke.

The Late Late Show with James 
Corden released the Carpool Karaoke 
segment featuring Bad Bunny, 29, on 
Tuesday.

The video shows Bad Bunny and 
Corden perform songs as they drive 
around Los Angeles.

The pair sang Bad Bunny’s hits “Da-
kiti” featuring Jhay Cortez, “I Like It” 
with Cardi B and J Balvin, and “Tití Me 
Preguntó.”

They also performed “Break Free” by 
Ariana Grande featuring Zedd and “As 
It Was” by Harry Styles.

In the segment, Bad Bunny, born 

Benito Antonio Martínez Ocasio, also 
explained how he got his stage name.

“My first concept of the artist I wanted 
to be was a kind of artist that like, they 
don’t reveal his identity. I wanted to use 
a bunny mask,” the singer said. “I never 
wanted to be so famous.”

“Bad Bunny, even no matter how bad, 
is still looking cute,” he added. “I’m a 
good guy. I’m cute.”

In addition, Bad Bunny and Cord-
en met with professional wrestler Rey 
Mysterio in the ring for Corden to try 
wrestling.

Bad Bunny released his fourth stu-
dio album, Un Verano Sin Ti, in May 
2022. The singer and rapper leads the 
nominees at the Latin American Music 
Awards with 11 nominations.
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