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U.S. REFINERY SLUMP LEAVES OIL IN STORAGE
By Daniel J. Graeber 

UPI

Normally seen as something of 
an indicator of economic health, 
U.S. federal data on Wednesday 
showed an increase in commercial 
crude oil inventories, which may 
reflect something of a slowdown at 
the refinery level.

The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, the statistical arm 
of the Energy Department, reported 
that domestic crude oil inventories 
increased by around 4.1 million 
barrels from last week and are about 
4% above the five-year average for 
this time of year. An increase in 
inventories could reflect a decline 
in economic activity, while the op-
posite holds for major builds.

Production of both gasoline and 
distillate, a product category that 
includes diesel, increased, though 
refinery processing capacity is still 
below peaks from late last year, 

suggesting the build is more of an 
indication of the lack of refinery 
activity than U.S. economic health.

Analysts at S&P Global Com-
modity Insights had expected a 

smaller build, to the tune of 300,000 
barrels, but said any gains were the 
likely result of refiners.

The late December cold snap 
that gripped much of the continen-

tal United States is still having some 
lingering impacts on Texas-area 
refineries.

“Meanwhile, severe weather in 
the Houston area Jan. 24 spawned 
tornadoes that knocked out power 
to ExxonMobil’s 560,500 barrel-
per-day Baytown, Texas, refinery 
and Pemex’s 312,500 barrel-per-day 
Deer Park facilities,” S&P analysts 
wrote in a report emailed to UPI. 
“Both facilities resumed normal 
operations by Jan. 25.”

Another indicator in the EIA 
data could reflect a slump in de-
mand, however. The total amount 
of refined petroleum product sup-
plied to the market during the 
four-week period ending Jan. 27, 
a metric many analysts use as a 
proxy for demand, averaged 19.4 
million bpd, down by 10.5% from 
year-ago levels.

That could be an indication of 

A handful of U.S. refineries were hobbled by inclement weather in 
late December and late January, leading to an increase in oil inven-
tories in the domestic economy. File photo by Jim Ruymen/UPI

FBI searches Biden’s vacation home  
in Delaware for classified docs

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

FBI agents conducted a search of President 
Joe Biden’s vacation home in Rehoboth, Del., 
in their ongoing investigation into classified 
documents, officials told some news outlets on 
Wednesday.

CBS News, NBC News and Politico quoted 
sources saying that federal investigators arrived 
at the residence Wednesday morning with sever-
al black vehicles arriving at the location.

Bob Bauer, Biden’s personal lawyer, con-
firmed the search in a brief statement.

“Under DOJ’s standard procedures, in the inter-
ests of operational security and integrity, it sought 
to do this work without advance public notice, and 
we agreed to cooperate,” Bauer told the outlets.

“The search today is a further step in a thor-
ough and timely DOJ process we will continue to 
fully support and facilitate. We will have further 
information at the conclusion of today’s search.”

CBS News said that no warrant was issued for 
the search while the FBI and Justice Department 
declined to comment.

Reports surfaced on Tuesday that the FBI had 
searched Biden’s former office at the Penn Biden 
Center for Diplomacy and Global Engagement 
in Washington, D.C. That search had not previ-
ously been disclosed.

Biden’s attorneys had found previously found 
about 20 classified documents at the Penn Biden 
Center and the president’s personal residence 
in Delaware. Since then, the National Archives 
and Records Administration has retrieved the 
documents.

See OIL, page 5



OPINION

Daily Drum Media Group
PO Box 965

Greenville, NC 27835
www.dailydrummedia.com

tdd@dailydrummediagroup.com
Roger Johnson............................................Publisher
Ben Johnson.......................................................CFO
Alishia Albrooks...............................Sales Consultant
George Ayino...................................Sales Consultant
Ben Ayino........................................Sales Consultant
Data Group.................................................Web Host
Jasmine Smith.......................Accounting Consultant
Restoration NewsMedia.....................Graphic Design       

                                         & Layout
THE DAILY DRUM IS PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY FOR $25.00 (PLUS TAX) PER YEAR BY 

THE DAILY DRUM MEDIA GROUP, P.O. BOX 965, GREENVILLE, NC 27835. 
PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT GREENVILLE, NC. 

POSTMASTER: 
ADDRESS CHANGES TO THE DAILY DRUM, P.O. BOX 965, GREENVILLE, NC 27835.

Evangelicals 
have moved from 

environmental 
stewardship to 

climate skepticism
By Neall Pogue 

University of Texas at Dallas

White conservative evangelicals, who make up most 
of the religious right movement, largely oppose govern-
ment regulation to protect the environmental initiatives, 
including efforts to curb human-caused climate change. 
Multiple social scientific studies, for example, consistent-
ly reveal that this group maintains a significant level of 
climate skepticism.

Contrary to popular perception, however, this hasn’t 
always been the case.

My research reveals how White conservative evangeli-
cals supported an environmentally friendly position from 
the late 1960s to the early 1990s.

Christian environmental stewardship

In 1967, the idea of environmental protection became 
an issue for the wider Christian community after histo-
rian Lynn White Jr. published The Historical Roots of 
Our Ecological Crisis. The article argued that growing 
environmental degradation was the result of Christian 
philosophies that encourage society to regard nature as 
a simple resource for the sole benefit of humanity.

One of the many Christian thinkers responding to 
White included popular conservative evangelical author 
Francis Schaeffer.

To answer White’s accusation, Schaeffer took to the 
lecture circuit to convince audiences of the importance 
of Christian environmental stewardship. According to 
this perspective, all of creation needed to be treated with 
respect and not abused for economic benefit. He argued 
that humans must value the nonhuman natural world be-
cause it was created by and owned by God. Consequently, 
humans were only caretakers, custodians or stewards of 
the natural environment.

Perspectives of evangelical leaders

In 1970, the same year as the first Earth Day ob-
servance, which signified the birth of the modern en-
vironmental movement, Schaeffer’s perspectives were 
published in his book Pollution and the Death of Man: 
The Christian View of Ecology. Subsequently, Schaeffer’s 
environmental views became the standard environmen-
tal position among many conservative evangelicals for 
roughly the next 20 years.

Schaeffer’s ideas were reflected and expanded in major 
publications such as Christianity Today, the National As-
sociation of Evangelical’s United Evangelical Action and 
the Moody Bible Institute’s Moody Monthly.

As I continued researching this topic, archival docu-
ments revealed that in 1971, the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion conducted a poll reflecting the environmental views 
of its 12 million members. It found that 81.7% of pastors 
and 76.3% of Sunday school teachers surveyed believed 
that churches should lead efforts to solve air and water 
pollution problems.

In another example reflecting Schaeffer’s views, 
throughout the 1970s and 1980s, Christian school text-
book publishers included environment-friendly philos-
ophies in material sold to parents, pastors and teachers 
who were helping expand the growing home-school 
and Christian school movement. The two most popular 
publishers, ABeka Book and Bob Jones University Press, 
both supported Christian environmental stewardship 
views. ABeka Book, for instance, lauded the efforts of 
preservationist and Sierra Club founder John Muir in a 
reader intended for sixth-graders.

Power by Fire
The pursuit of moral 

and fiscal responsibility 
is a sacred duty. In these 
troubled times, when the 
very foundations of our 
society seem to be under 
attack, it is more important 
than ever that we stand up 
for what is right and just. 
The choices we make as a 
nation have the power to 
shape the course of history, 
and it is our responsibility 
to ensure that we are guid-
ed by a higher purpose, 
a deep sense of morality 
and a commitment to the 
common good. The divide 
between the two major po-
litical parties on matters of 
spending and fiscal policy 
is a matter that highlights 
this, for it reflects deeper 
differences that go to the 
very heart of who we are as 
a people.

On one side, we have the 
GOP, champions of fiscal 
conservatism and stewards 
of the nation’s purse strings. 
They understand that every 
dollar spent carries with it 
a burden of responsibility, 
and they are committed 
to ensuring that taxpayer 
money is used wisely and 
efficiently. In contrast, the 
Democrats seem all too 
willing to recklessly inflate 
the deficit, with little regard 
for the long-term conse-
quences of their actions.

This was made all too 
clear when Kevin McCar-
thy, now the speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 

declared his intention to put 
an end to wasteful spending 
in Washington. “If a federal 
bureaucrat wants to spend 
it,” McCarthy declared, 
“they have to come before 
us to defend it.”

To this obviously merito-
rious statement, one deeply 
held by most Americans, 

D e m o -
crats  sat 
s i lent  in 
their seats, 
turning a 
potential 
inflection 
point in a 
deeply di-
vided na-
tion into 
their own 

show. This is a grave disser-
vice to the American peo-
ple, and it is a betrayal of the 
trust that has been placed 
in them to represent the 
interests of the people. We 
deserve better. We deserve 
leaders who are willing to 
put aside partisan differ-
ences and work together 
to build a brighter, more 
prosperous future for all, 
not just their party.

This lack of account-
ability is a stain on our de-
mocracy and a betrayal of 
the trust that the American 
people have placed in their 
leaders. It is especially evi-
dent in the findings of Sen. 
Rand Paul’s annual Festi-
vus Report, which exposes 
instances of government 
waste and mismanagement 

in all its forms. The 2022 
report was particularly 
damning, revealing that a 
staggering $480 billion was 
wasted by the government 
on an array of absurd and 
unnecessary projects. One 
example includes the Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
spending $2.3 million to 
inject beagle puppies with 
cocaine. This is outrageous 
and unacceptable. Taxpayer 
dollars should not be used 
to fund such frivolous and 
wasteful endeavors.

Fiscal responsibility is 
not a partisan issue. It is a 
matter of common sense 
and basic morality. Many 
Americans, regardless of 
their political affiliation, 
understand the value of 
a dollar and the impact 
that government spending 
has on their own financial 
well-being. They know that 
every dollar spent must be 
accounted for and that it 
must be used in a way that 
truly benefits the American 
people. This is why it is 
time for a change. Repub-
licans have shown their 
commitment to making 
this change a reality, and it 
is up to all of us to support 
them and hold them to this 
promise.

But it is not just about 
clutching our purses. It 
is about investing in the 
things that truly matter -- in 
infrastructure, education 
and programs that support 
those in need. It is about 

building a future that is 
brighter and more pros-
perous for all Americans. 
A future that pays back the 
money that we put in -- a 
true investment into our 
country and its people.

It is crucial that when 
we spend money, we do so 
in a way that is sustainable 
and doesn’t jeopardize the 
financial stability of future 
generations. Reckless defi-
cit spending may provide 
short-term benefits, but 
it ultimately undermines 
the very foundations of 
our economy and puts the 
burden of repayment on the 
shoulders of our children 
and grandchildren.

The time has come for 
us to have a serious, honest 
and overdue conversation 
about the role of govern-
ment and its impact on the 
lives of American citizens. 
For too long, we have al-
lowed ourselves to be di-
vided by petty politics and 
self-serving rhetoric, and 
it is high time that we put 
aside our differences and 
work together to find com-
mon ground and solutions 
that will benefit us all. This 
starts with acknowledging 
the importance of morality 
and fiscal responsibility and 
giving the Republicans and 
Kevin McCarthy the chance 
to follow through on their 
commitment to responsible 
spending.

It is a chance that we 
cannot afford to miss.

Decaying, vulnerable infrastructure 
creates an American nightmare

By Harlan Ullman, 
Arnaud de Borchgrave 

Distinguished  
Columnist

Americans have much 
to worry about. The war 
in Ukraine could escalate. 
An Air Force general pre-
dicts China “will proba-
bly invade” Taiwan with-
in two years. COVID-19 
could return.

Debt is exploding. An 
economic “hard landing” 
looms. Environmental 
disasters occur every day. 
And the nation has not 
been as politically divid-
ed in decades and possi-
bly since the Civil War.

Yet, other potential 
nightmare  scenar ios 
cannot be discounted. 
In particular, the safety, 
reliability and security 
of the nation’s critical in-
frastructure are at grave 
risk. In full disclosure, 
as past chairman (and 
now senior adviser) of 
a company engaged in 
protecting part of this 
infrastructure, I gained 
a firsthand education on 
the importance of this 
mission and the conse-
quences of the absence 
of a coherent and over-
arching government and 
private sector strategy for 
safeguarding it.

A leading threat to this 
infrastructure is through 
disruption, accidental 
or not.

During the Cold War, 
Mutual  Assured De-
struction was the bizarre 
shorthand underscor-
ing the vital necessity of 
preventing a cataclysmic 
nuclear war that would 
have proven existential to 
much of society. Today, a 
new MAD, for Massive 

Attacks of Disruption, 
whether by man or na-
ture, is the most imme-
diate threat to America.

COVID-19, environ-
mental catastrophe, cy-
ber and accidents, unin-
tentional or otherwise, 
endanger societies that 
ironically are more vul-
nerable and susceptible 
to disruption as they have 
become more advanced 
and technologically so-
phisticated.

Consider the vulnera-
bility of infrastructure to 
disruption and specifical-
ly the threat MAD poses 
to the power, gas and wa-
ter infrastructure. These 
statistics show the size of 
the utility infrastructure. 
Some 3 million miles of 
pipelines provide about 
30 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas to 80 mil-
lion Americans. Nearly 
three-quarters of a mil-
lion miles of high-voltage 
transmission lines supply 
electricity. On a daily ba-
sis, Americans consume 
30 billion gallons of water 
carried in 2.2 million 
miles of piping.

Most of this collec-
tive infrastructure is an-
tiquated, some over a 
century old. Exploding 
manhole covers, water 
line failures and gas leaks 
are among the dangers. 
The National Transporta-
tion Board has just added 
gas leaks and explosions 
to “the most wanted list.” 
And natural causes of 
damage through environ-
mental disasters can be 
matched or exceeded by 
manmade acts, whether 
physical or through cyber 
disruption.

That danger is real, 
growing and too often 

downplayed. Suppose, for 
example, access to elec-
tric power, natural gas 
and water is denied for 
days or weeks, as is the 
case in many third and 
fourth world states? How 
would Americans react?

This is no longer an 
idle question. The more 
dependent on infrastruc-
ture America becomes, 
the greater are the con-
sequences of disruption. 
Yet, what is being done 
on a national or coor-
dinated basis to protect 
this access and prevent 
disruption? Despite all 
the attention paid to this 
question, effective action 
has been limited.

Since federal, state and 
local governments have 
not assumed full respon-
sibility for the safety, re-
liability and resilience of 
this infrastructure, the 
private sector must fill 
this gap. With $7 tril-
lion appropriated in the 
American Rescue Plank, 
jobs, chips and science, 
inflation reduction and 
Omnibus spending bills, 
money should not be an 
issue. To ensure that ade-
quate funds go to protect-
ing this and other parts of 
America’s infrastructure, 
the consequences of inac-
tion must be made clear. 
And a plan is needed.

Responses to the new 
MAD must be, first, pre-
vention of disruption 
followed by contain-
ment and then limiting 
damage. Any number 
of obstacles, however, 
have thwarted efforts to 
protect and secure this 
infrastructure. Cost is 
one of them.

It is often less expen-
sive to deal with damage 

and denial of service than 
paying for the means to 
detect and prevent these 
events from occurring 
in the first place. Some 
electric utilities have 
concluded that manhole 
explosions are so costly 
in terms of damage, li-
abilities, power outages 
and reputation that ear-
ly detection of possible 
disruptions through an 
array of sensors is highly 
cost-effective. The same 
logic applies to electric 
fault detection to pre-
empt outages.

Gas explosions, as not-
ed, are always serious. 
Prevention, through leak 
detection, likewise is cost 
effective. In the water in-
dustries, the introduction 
of chemical or biological 
weapons is less a threat 
than physical disruption. 
Cyberattacks are poten-
tially more disruptive and 
are preventable through 
early detection.

One conclusion is clear: 
Detection and prevention 
of disruption must be the 
new norms if this infra-
structure is to be fully pro-
tected and safeguarded. 
But is anyone listening?

Harlan Ullman is se-
nior adviser at Washing-
ton’s Atlantic Council, the 
prime author of “shock 
and awe” and author of 
“The Fifth Horseman and 
the New MAD: How Mas-
sive Attacks of Disruption 
Became the Looming Exis-
tential Danger to a Divid-
ed Nation and the World 
at Large.” Follow him @
harlankullman.

The views and opinions 
expressed in this commen-
tary are solely those of the 
author.
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Fed expected to raise interest rates 0.25 point amid slowing inflation
By A.L. Lee 

UPI

Federal Reserve Chair-
man Jerome Powell is ex-
pected to announce a quar-
ter point increase on the 

benchmark interest rate 
Wednesday following the 
first policy meeting of the 
year for the U.S. Federal 
Reserve.

Wall Street braced for 
a 0.25-point rate increase 

after the nation’s central 
bank took more aggressive 
moves on interest over the 
past year, increasing rates 
by half a point in Decem-
ber, preceded by four other 
0.75-point rate hikes due to 

persistent inflation.
Inflation has slowed and 

the stock market has looked 
resilient for several months, 
with many economists cred-
iting the Fed’s recent actions 
as several key economic 

indicators show inflation 
easing after peaking last 
October.

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average was down by more 
than 200 points Wednesday 
in anticipation of the 2 p.m. 
announcement, followed by 
a 2:30 p.m. press conference 
with Powell, who was not 
expected to provide any 
new economic forecasts for 
the nation.

Wary investors were ex-
pecting a less severe hike 
this time around, which 
would put the federal funds 
rate target at 4.5% to 4.75%, 
up from the current range of 
4.25% to 4.5%. A year ago, 
the benchmark rate was 
near zero.

Wednesday’s move also 
would amount to the small-
est rate hike by the Fed since 
last March.

At the last central bank 
meeting in December, the 
Fed raised interest rates by 
another half a percentage 
point, bringing the bench-
mark interest rate to the 
highest point in 15 years. At 
the time, the panel of gover-
nors projected interest rates 
would climb above 5% and 
remain there for all of 2023.

Previously, several cen-
tral bank officials indicated 
the pace of interest rate 
hikes would slow as the 
economy begins to settle 
from the current conditions.

“There appears to be little 
turbulence ahead, so I cur-
rently favor a 25-basis-point 
increase at the FOMC’s 
next meeting at the end of 
this month,” Fed Governor 
Chris Waller said earlier this 
month.

For now, inflation re-
mains well above the Fed’s 
2% target rate but has shown 
some signs of weakening in 
recent months, with govern-

ment data showing a year-
over-year drop in inflation 
in December, which was 
the slowest rate of increase 
in more than a year.

In another good sign, the 
Wholesale Producer Price 
Index inflation dropped by 
0.5% in December, and PPI 
inflation was 6.2% in 2022 
compared to 10% in 2021, 
according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. And al-
most half of that wholesale 
inflation decrease was from 
a 13.4% drop in gasoline 
prices.

Federal data published 
last week on personal in-
come and spending showed 
some of the inflationary 
strains are starting to catch 
up with consumers, though 
it’s unlikely the world’s larg-
est economy will experience 
a major recession.

The Bureau of Econom-
ic Analysis, part of the 
Commerce Department, 
reported personal income 
increased by 0.2% in De-
cember to $49.6 billion, dis-
posable income increased 
by 0.3% to $49.2 billion, but 
spending took a hit, declin-
ing by 0.2% from November 
levels to $41.6 billion.

Financial experts said the 
latest economic data might 
lead the Fed to acknowledge 
that inflation was finally 
slowing and the economy is 
showing signs of stabilizing, 
but Powell was also known 
to be predictably measured 
in his words to head off vol-
atility on Wall Street.

“Fed Chair Powell will 
need to acknowledge en-
couraging inflation data 
that’s come in,” said Wilm-
ington Trust chief econo-
mist Luke Tilley. “This is not 
a one off. We have had had 
three months of encourag-
ing data.”

At Food Lion we embrace and support diversity every day. Throughout the year, we 
honor the accomplishments of the African American community and the monumental 

achievements they’ve made that benefit our neighbors and families today. Join us in 
celebrating and learning about African American culture, literature, inventions, movements 

of love and equality, medical and scientific advancements and so much more.  

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

TOGETHER

——— celebrating ———

community
Nourishing a Sense of Belonging

foodlion.com

If you HEAR signs of a gas leak, leave the area 
immediately and call 1-855-767-2482 

Ways you can detect a gas leak: 
• HEAR a hissing sound 
• SMELL an odor similar to rotten eggs 
• SEE blowing dirt, bubbling water, or dead plants 
• DO NOT search for the leak, try to stop it, smoke,   

or use anything that may create a spark or flame 
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IT COULD BE
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guc.com
(252) 752-7166
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consumer-level strains from 
inflation and the steady up-
tick in retail gasoline prices 
since the beginning of the 
year. Travel club AAA list-
ed a national average retail 
price of $3.50 for a gallon of 
regular unleaded, up nearly 
4% from year-ago levels.

Refineries are already 
a n t i c i p a t i n g  a  b u s i -
er-than-usual period of sea-
sonal maintenance, which 
could put a lid on future 
production gains for refined 
petroleum products.

Crude oil prices were in 
the red on Wednesday, though 
that was more of a reflection 
of the uncertainty about mo-
mentum in the global econo-
my than EIA data.

Oil
continued from page 1

Virginia school 
reopens after teacher 

shot by student
By Simon Druker 

UPI

Richneck Elementary School in Newport News, Va., 
is reopening Monday for the first time since a 6-year-old 
student there brought a gun to school and shot a teacher 
inside a classroom.

Students are being issued clear book bags and all visitors 
are being streamlined through a single entrance, while 
some items are also being subjected to a metal detector, 
Newport News Public Schools said in a statement.

Parents choosing to walk their children to the classroom 
will also be searched.

Therapists and social workers were on-site Monday, the 
school board confirmed. The classroom where the shooting 
took place will remain locked.

This comes less than a week after the board voted to 
cut ties with Superintendent George Parker III. Hours 
before the 5-1 vote, a lawyer for injured teacher Abby 
Zwerner told reporters the school administration was 
warned repeatedly the day of the shooting that a student 
was carrying a gun.

Principal Briana Foster Newton has been reassigned to 
another role within the district, the school board confirmed.

Zwerner, 25, was critically wounded in front of a class of 20 
students after she was hit by a single shot fired from a 9mm 
Taurus handgun on Jan. 6. The 6-year-old boy who allegedly 
shot her hasn’t been named. Through a lawyer, his parents 
have said the gun was stored securely in the family home.

At a news conference last week, lawyer Diane Toscano 
called the shooting “entirely preventable.”

Local police confirmed no school resource officer had 
been assigned to the school Monday. However, the board 
assigned a pair of school division security officers to school 
in addition to the new metal detectors.

Stay up to date on vaccines. For more information  
visit MySpot.nc.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFO.

In celebration of Black History Month,  
we honor those who have and continue 
to protect themselves and their loved 
ones against COVID-19.
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U.S., South Korea defense chiefs 
vow to step up military drills

By Thomas Maresca 
UPI

U.S. Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin and his South 
Korean counterpart Lee 
Jong-sup agreed Tuesday to 
expand combined military 
drills and step up deterrence 
efforts to respond to evolv-
ing North Korean nuclear 
and missile threats.

Austin and Lee held bi-
lateral talks in Seoul and 
condemned North Korea’s 
continued provocations, 
including a slew of missile 
launches and recent drone 
incursions.

In a joint statement, the 
two defense chiefs agreed to 
“strengthen combined exer-

cises and training, including 
the upcoming combined 
bilateral exercises.”

The officials “concurred 
on the need to take into 
account changes in the se-
curity environment, includ-
ing the DPRK’s recent steps 
with respect to its nuclear 
and missile program.”

The Democratic Peo-
ples’ Republic of Korea is 
the official name of North 
Korea.

Austin and Lee said they 
agreed to boost information 
sharing and joint planning, 
including tabletop exercises 
focused on North Korean 
nuclear scenarios.

The Pentagon chief ’s trip 
to South Korea comes as 

Washington looks to reas-
sure its ally of its “extended 
deterrence” commitment 
against nuclear threats from 
the North.

The commitment in-
cludes U.S. conventional, 
nuclear and missile-defense 
capabilities. However, ques-
tions about the reliability 
of the American nuclear 
umbrella have grown louder 
in Seoul amid North Korean 
provocations.

Earlier this month, South 
Korean President Yoon Suk-
yeol floated the idea of Seoul 
looking to deploy American 
tactical nuclear weapons or 
even developing its own if 
the security situation dete-
riorated.
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Late classes starting 2/6  3/13. Please note the start date beside each class!  

1611 Kehukee Park Road, Williamston, NC             
and 409 W. Granville St., Windsor, NC 

ACA 122 College Transfer Success - starts 2/6 
AEMT (Advanced Emergency Medical Technician)-2/28 
AHR 112 Heating Technology  - starts 3/13 
AHR 212 Advanced Comfort Systems - starts 3/13 
ART 111 Art Appreciation - starts 2/6 
CIS 110 Intro to Computers - starts 2/6 
ELC 128  Intro to PLC - starts 3/13 
ENG 111 Writing and Inquiry - starts 2/6 
ENG 115 Oral Communication - starts 2/6 
HIS 132 American History II - starts 2/6 
HYD 110 Hydraulics/Pneumatics I - starts 3/13 
MAT 143 Quantitative (Math) Literacy - starts 2/6 
MAT 171 Precalculus Algebra - starts 2/6 
MAT 172 Precalculus Trigonometry - starts 2/6 
MUS 110 Music Appreciation - starts 2/6 
PARAMEDIC (initial) - starts 2/3 
SPA 112 Elementary Spanish - starts 2/6 



Sponsored by Inner-City Return Service
Local detainees

RODNEY MAURICE AYTCH
FTA-ASSAULT BY STRANGULATION — FELONY
FEL HIT/RUN INJURY — FELONY
AWDW SERIOUS INJURY — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY

KEDRIAN OCTAVEUS CHERRY
FTA- FLEE/ELUDE ARREST W/MV — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-RECKLESS DRVG-WANTON DISREGARD — 
 MISDEMEANOR
FTA-SPEEDING — MISDEMEANOR

LATOYA ROCHELLE HARRIS-MARSHALL
ATTEMPTED FIRST DEGREE MURDER — FELONY
AWDWIKISI —FELONY
ASSAULT WITH DEADLY WEAPON — MISDEMEANOR
SECOND DEGREE TRESPASS — MISDEMEANOR

DEMERIUS TYZHIER-J BARRETT
ROBBERY WITH DANGEROUS WEAPON — FELONY

DANIEL MARCUS DAMREN
SECOND DEGREE BURGLARY — FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
INTERFERE ELECT MONITOR DEV — FELONY

CODY BRADLEY HINES
BURNING PERSONAL PROPERTY — FELONY
STALKING — MISDEMEANOR
VIOLATION OF CONDITIONS OF RELEASE — FELONY

CRAIG ALEXANDER BOGENN
SECOND DEG SEX EXPLOIT MINOR — FELONY

THOMAS DALE FISHER
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
FTA-DWLR NOT IMPAIRED REV — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-SPEEDING — MISDEMEANOR

ANGELA PERNELL THOMAS
ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON — MISDEMEANOR
POSS CS PRISON/JAIL PREMISES — FELONY
COMMUNICATING THREATS — MISDEMEANOR
INJURY TO PERSONAL PROPERTY — MISDEMEANOR
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WNBA star Breanna Stewart to sign with New York Liberty
By Alex Butler 

UPI

WNBA star Breanna 
Stewart, who spent sev-
en years with the Seattle 

Storm, will sign with the 
New York Liberty, she 
announced Wednesday 
on social media.

T h e  2 0 1 8  W N B A 
MVP, two-time cham-

pion and four-time All-
Star announced the de-
cision with a video of 
herself in a Liberty shirt 
posted on Instagram and 
Twitter.

Liberty averaged 21.8 
points, 7.6 rebounds, 2.9 
assists and 1.6 steals per 
game in 34 appearances 
last season for the Storm. 
She averaged 20.3 points, 
8.6 rebounds, 2.9 assists, 
1.5 blocks and 1.3 steals 
per game in 183 career 
appearances.

WNBA free agents 
were allowed to start 
s i g n i n g  c o n t r a c t s 
Wednesday for the 2023 
season.

The Liberty lost in the 
first round in each of the 
last two postseasons. The 

franchise was busy over 
the last several off-sea-

sons in building a more 
competitive roster. The 

Liberty selected former 
Oregon star Sabrina Io-
nescu with the No. 1 
overall pick in the 2020 
WNBA Draft.

They also acquired 
2021 WNBA MVP Jon-
quel Jones in a trade last 
month from the Con-
necticut Sun. The 2023 
WNBA Draft  wi l l  be 
April 10. WNBA training 
camps will open April 30, 
with the regular season 
set to start May 19.

Bar-B-Que
Shaw’s

Q
202 West Boulevard, • Williamston, NC 27892
252-792-5339 • www.shawsbarbecue.com

Under New Ownership With The Same Great Flavor

Stop by
and get yo

ur

Breakfast
on!

117 West 4th Street • Greenville, NC 27858
Phone: 252-565-8562

Residential and Commercial loan closings only
Jones Law Firm-Go with a name you trust!
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers QB Tom Brady says he’s retiring for good
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Seven-time Super Bowl 
champion Tom Brady will 
retire from the NFL this 
off-season, the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers quarterback an-
nounced Wednesday morn-
ing on social media.

“Good morning, guys,” 
Brady said in a video posted 
to his Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook accounts. “I’ll 
get to the point right away. 
I’m retiring, for good.

“I know the process was 
a pretty big deal last time, 
so when I woke up this 
morning, I figured I’d just 
press record [on my phone 
camera] and let you guys 
know first.”

Brady, who is widely 
regarded as the greatest 
player in NFL history, also 
announced his retirement 
last off-season. He then 
announced in mid-March 
that he would return for a 
23rd season.

Brady agreed last off-sea-
son to join Fox Sports as 
an NFL analyst, after his 
playing career. Fox CEO 
Lachlan Murdoch later con-
firmed to Axios that reports 
of a 10-year, $375 million 
deal between Brady and the 
network were “directionally 
right.”

Speculation contin-
ued this off-season about 

Brady’s retirement, with 
the quarterback saying 
that he did not know if he 
planned to play in 2023-24. 
A league source told UPI 
on Tuesday that Brady was 
still unsure about his NFL 
future.

Brady, 45, led the NFL in 
pass attempts and comple-
tions in each of the last two 
seasons. He led the NFL in 
passing yards (5,316) and 
touchdowns (43) in 2021, en 
route to his 15th Pro Bowl 
selection.

He completed 66.8% of 
his throws for 4,694 yards, 
25 touchdowns and nine 
interceptions in 17 starts 
this past season.

The San Mateo, Calif., 
native attended Junipero 
Serra High School and went 
on to play at Michigan from 
1996 through 1999. Brady 
famously entered the league 
as a sixth-round pick in the 
2000 NFL Draft. He spent 
his first 20 seasons with the 
New England Patriots.

The three-time NFL 
MVP, five-time Super Bowl 
MVP, three-time All-Pro, 
two-time Offensive Play-
er of the Year and 2009 
Comeback Player of the 
Year went on to set records 
as the NFL’s all-time leader 
in touchdown passes (649), 
passing yards (89,214), 
regular-season wins (251), 
playoff victories (35) and 

games played (335 regular 
season, 383 overall).

Brady’s retirement is set 
to result in a $35 million 
dead cap hit to the Buc-
caneers’ salary cap. The 
NFC South franchise can 
split that cap hit over the 
next two seasons, to lessen 
its burden and increase 
their ability to sign other 
players.

Kyle Trask and Blaine 
Gabbert were the Buc-
caneers’ backup quarter-
backs in 2022-23. Trask, a 
second-round pick in the 
2021 NFL Draft, is signed 

through 2024. Gabbert is 
set to his free agency this 
off-season.

“You only get one super 
emotional retirement essay 
and I used mine up last year, 
so I really thank you guys so 
much, to every single one 
of you for supporting me, 
and my family, my friends, 
teammates, my competi-
tors,” Brady said.

“I could go on forever. 
There’s too many. Thank 
you guys for allowing me 
to live my absolute dream. 
I wouldn’t change a thing. 
Love you all.”

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady, who 
announced his retirement Wednesday, won seven Su-
per Bowl titles. File Photo by Kevin Dietsch/UPI

Celebrate Black History
35TH U.S. COLORED TROOPS INTERPRETIVE REENACTMENT

Thursday, February 9   |   12 PM

Edgecombe Community College
McIntyre Auditorium

Tarboro Campus
Free to the Public



February 2 - 15, 2023 The Daily Drum10 www.dailydrummedia.com

www.dailydrummedia.com

Martin Lawrence, 
Will Smith confirm 
‘Bad Boys 4’ plans

By Karen Butler 
UPI

Martin Lawrence and Will Smith have announced in a 
video they posted on social media that they are reuniting 
for a fourth Bad Boys action-comedy.

“Bad Boys 4! It’s official!” Smith said.
“That’s right,” Lawrence agreed, smiling.
The 90-second clip saw Smith chatting excitedly to the 

camera about the news he was planning to announce as 
he drove to Lawrence’s house listening to “Shake Ya Tail-
feather” from the Bad Boys II soundtrack on his stereo.

Lawrence’s Twitter post has gotten more than 1.6 million 
views since it was shared Tuesday.

Smith shared the same video on Instagram and got 
about 500,000 “likes.”

No details about the start of production or additional 
casting were immediately disclosed.

The pair’s blockbuster cop comedy, Bad Boys, was 
released in 1995. Hit sequels followed in 2003 and 2020.


