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NATO COUNTRIES PLEDGE $624M FOR UKRAINE 
DEFENSE; U.N. REQUESTS $5.6B FOR REFUGEES

By Patrick Hilsman

Feb. 15 (UPI) -- NATO coun-
tries announced more than $624 
million to support Ukraine’s 
ef fort  to defend against  the 
Russian invasion Wednesday, 
while the United Nations called 
for $5.6 billion in aid packages 
to support food, healthcare and 
other assistance to those affected 
by the war.

The U.N. effort includes $3.9 
billion for the Humanitarian Re-

President Biden touts jobs as 
he challenges GOP budget 

in Maryland speech
By Joe Fisher

 
Feb. 15 (UPI) -- Pres-
ident Joe Biden took 
aim at Republicans’ 

budget proposals 

when he spoke to the 
International Broth-
erhood of Electrical 

Workers Local Union 
26 in Lanham, Md., on 

Wednesday.
Biden picked up 

where he left off with 
his State of the Union 
address, reiterating that 
the union is “strong.”

Raquel Welch dies at 82
By Fred Topel 

Feb. 15 (UPI) -- Actor Ra-
quel Welch died Wednesday at 
age 82.

People confirmed the news 
with her manager, Steve Sauer. 
Variety and ABC News also 
confirmed her death. People 
reports that Welch succumbed 
to a brief undisclosed illness.

Welch emerged in film in the 
1960s and her last credit was the 
2017 TV series Date My Dad.

Early roles like One Million 
Years B.C. highlighted Welch’s 
sex appeal. She played a scantily 
clad prehistoric cavewoman.

Welch portrayed the person-
ification of lust in the comedy 
Bedazzled and a trans woman 
with Hollywood aspirations 
in Myra Breckinridge. Welch 
maintained a sense of humor 
about her sex appeal with ap-
pearances on Laugh-In and 
Mork & Mindy.

Other major films include 
Fantastic Voyage and the back-to-

back Three Musketeers and Four 
Musketeers. Welch won a Golden 
Globe for The Three Musketeers 
and later played herself on Sein-
feld and in Naked Gun 33 ⅓

Welch continued to appear 
in comedies like Legally Blonde 
and How to Be a Latin Lover, as 
well as dramas House of Versace 
and Ultimate Legacy.

Welch is also the face of 
Raquel Welch Wigs. She is sur-
vived by children Tahnee Welch 
and Damon Welch.

Raquel Welch died Wednes-
day at age 82.  File Photo by 
Jim Ruymen/UPI | License 
Photo

A new international aide package for Ukraine was announced during a meeting of NATO defense min-
isters in Brussels Wednesday. Photo courtesy of NATO

U.S. President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the economy at Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 26 in Lanham, 
Md., on Wednesday. Photo by Yuri Gripas/UPI | License Photo
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Not-so-beautiful 
balloons: U.S. 
needs quick 

answers on China 
spy program

Harlan Ullman, Arnaud de Borchgrave  
Distinguished Columnist

That fetching song of yesterday, “Up, Up and Away in My 
Beautiful Balloon,” needs to be modified. Today it could be my 
not so beautiful balloons.

With four balloons or objects taken down, the United States 
needs one more to become a national balloon ace, the first since 
World War I ace pilot and zeppelin killer Frank Luke.

Satire and cynicism may not be the most appropriate 
reaction to the events of the past two weeks. But given that 
China apparently has had this huge balloon-centric intelli-
gence-gathering program in place for at least several years 
and the hundreds of billions of dollars the United States has 
spent on collecting intelligence, how and why was the intel-
ligence community caught off-guard and seemingly unaware 
or surprised?

Obviously, an investigation is needed with at least prelim-
inary results announced in days and certainly not weeks or 
months.

Many hypotheses and wild guesses about the extent and 
aims of the Chinese balloon reconnaissance are emerging. 
The most compelling explanation in my judgment is this one: 
China has exploited high-altitude balloons for several reasons. 
First, this may reflect deficiencies in China’s current satellite 
technologies for high resolution and intrusive spying. Second, 
balloons are far less expensive than launching space satellites 
and can be reusable. Third, balloons are difficult to detect. 
Fourth, balloons allow the Chinese to probe how far this sur-
veillance can intrude without necessarily provoking a crisis.

That this spying may have been ongoing for some time con-
firms part of this thesis. However, as with all such hypotheses, 
only facts and objective findings can confirm or deny accuracy 
and validity. Whether the debris collected from each of these 
vehicles can provide answers, especially from Arctic conditions 
in Canada and Alaska, remain to be seen. And it is unclear if the 
White House will be able to learn much from China if indeed 
real two-way communications can be established.

History offers interesting insights. Use of balloons goes back 
to France three centuries ago. Balloons were used extensively 
in the Civil War and World War I. Germany’s heavier version 
of blimps and zeppelins bombed London. In World War II, 
convoys protected by U.S. Navy blimps suffered no losses to 
Nazi U-boats.

Weather balloons are ubiquitous. The U.S. Weather Service 
launches about 60,000 a year; NASA about 1,500 up to altitudes 
above 100,000 feet. Tethered balloons served in Afghani-
stan for surveillance, detection and command, control and 
communications. The Navy has investigated lighter-than-air 
vehicles for decades. Blimps are also surprisingly airworthy 
and less costly. During World War II, convoys guarded by 
blimps suffered no U-boat losses. So perhaps something can 
be learned from China.

But why are even casual observers of these events bewildered 
and in disbelief as to how this and probably earlier administra-
tions had been oblivious to or ignorant of China’s lighter-than-air 
programs? After all, the Chinese have gone to great lengths to 
lay out their national security and defense aims and aspirations. 
In 1999, two Chinese People’s Liberation Army colonels wrote 
Unrestricted Warfare that was a blueprint for the modernization 
of China’s military.

The book was of particular interest. As one of the authors of 
“shock and awe” that was first published nearly a decade and a 
half earlier, I see Unrestricted Warfare as pure plagiarism. That 
came as no surprise as China had published a million copies of 
Shock and Awe without any respect for copyright laws. However, 
the two colonels referred to “lower space” operations. And since 
then Chinese military writers have commented on the need to 
exploit that part of the atmosphere where balloons can operate.

Artificial Intelligence:  
The Perspective War

In 2022, a momentous 
event occurred that forev-
er changed the trajectory 
of human history. Ope-
nAI unveiled DALL-E and 
ChatGPT -- two powerful 
artificial intelligence tools 
that give any person with an 
internet connection the gift 
of artistic expression and 
storytelling. With the power 
of these tools, people are 
now no longer constrained 
by their physical or cognitive 
limitations, and can now 
turn their wildest ideas into 
masterpieces with ease. But 
as with any revolutionary 
technology, there is a dark 
side to consider: the pos-
sibility that these AI tools, 
and those yet to come, will 
ultimately replace human 
creativity altogether.

These AI applications 
harness the power of ma-
chine learning to create 
stunning works that were 
once thought impossible for 
a machine. Prior to their re-
lease, AI-generated content 
was limited and simplistic. 
Now, it has passed the fa-
mous Turing Test and can 
answer just about any ques-
tion you ask it.

As AI continues to evolve 
and permeate the world 
of art and writing, many 
artists and writers are un-
derstandably apprehensive 
about its impact on their 
livelihoods. So much so 
that lawsuits have been filed 
against AI applications for 
copyright infringement. I 
find it difficult to support 
efforts to outright ban or 
severely limit technology as 

it will likely come at the cost 
of the enrichment of future 
generations.

I empathize with artists 
and writers who may soon be 
out of a job. However, more 
dangerous than AI is the fact 

that there 
are groups 
of people 
willing to 
stif le in-
novat ion 
to protect 
their liveli-
hoods. The 
concerns 
they have 
a r e  n o t 

new, and they certainly will 
not be remembered fondly 
for their attempts to roll back 
change; history has shown us 
that innovation has always 
brought benefits to society 
as a whole, even if it meant 
displacement for some in-
dividuals. The car replaced 
the coachman, the machine 
replaced the blacksmith, and 
computers replaced -- well 
-- a lot of people.

However, artists and writ-
ers need not despair, for 
there is one aspect of AI that 
will forever elude it: the very 
essence of what makes us hu-
man. Every piece of art and 
writing is a reflection of the 
individual artist or writer, 
and their unique experienc-
es, emotions and worldview. 
To believe that AI could ever 
fully replace human creators 
is to misunderstand the very 
essence of artistic and lit-
erary creation. Would Van 
Gogh’s iconic “Self-Portrait 
with Bandaged Ear” hold the 

same emotional power if it 
were meticulously replicated 
by an AI, stroke by stroke? 
I think not. Even better, AI 
empowers those who have 
great ideas and stories to tell 
but lack the artistic capability 
or financial means to make 
them a reality.

There are obvious con-
cerns about AI that need to 
be addressed -- the biggest 
right now, the use of it in 
schools.

ChatGPT has proven 
that it can pass a litany of 
professional exams such as 
those for medical licensing 
and MBAs. GPTZero is a 
recently developed tool that 
aims to fight back against 
the widespread use of AI 
in schools. This tool deter-
mines whether a given text 
was generated by AI by an-
alyzing its average sentence 
“perplexity.” The website 
defines perplexity as “the 
randomness of the text.” 
While the intention behind 
the development of this tool 
is admirable, it ultimately 
proves to be ineffective and 
potentially more harmful 
than AI itself because AI 
detectors don’t have the 
unambiguous detection 
criteria that plagiarism de-
tectors have, and the con-
sequences of false positives 
are too great for academics 
and professionals, with one 
mistake meaning the end of 
a career.

Developers of AI tools 
must understand that their 
endeavors will be in vain. 
As AI continues to advance, 
it will likely become more 

adept at tricking AI de-
tectors. In fact, it likely 
can already. For schools, 
in-person exams remain 
the most effective means 
of preventing cheating. But 
the mass hysteria over its 
use in homework entirely 
misses the point. Home-
work should be a moment 
of teaching, not a “gotcha” 
moment to catch cheaters.

Teachers: All of your 
students, rich and poor, 
were just handed a free tool 
that can teach them your 
class’s content and convey 
it to them in their preferred 
format at any time. That’s 
powerful. That’s democra-
tized education. So, why 
not encourage students to 
learn from it? Here are two 
solutions I have for teachers. 
The first solution is that the 
teacher can assign a topic 
and require that students 
ask ChatGPT at least five 
questions about the topic. 
ChatGPT could then pro-
vide answers, and students 
could be required to discuss 
them in class in conjunction 
with the lesson plan, with 
random students called on 
to ensure that everyone is 
engaging with the material. 
The second solution is that 
the teacher can administer 
a brief, five-minute exam 
in class containing a single, 
randomly selected question 
covering the material, which 
would comprise 50% of the 
homework’s overall grade. 
I fully expect that teachers 
will adapt and use this tech-
nology to educate students 
further.

Big Oil’s trade group allies way outspend 
clean energy groups

By Christian Downie & 
Robert Brulle

You’ve probably seen 
ads promoting gas and oil 
companies as the solutions 
to climate change. They’re 
meant to be inspiring and 
hopeful, with scenes of a 
green, clean future.

But shiny ads are not 
all these companies do to 
protect their commercial 
interests in the face of a 
rapidly heating world. Most 
also provide financial sup-
port to industry groups 
that are spending hundreds 
of millions of dollars on 
political activities, often to 
thwart policies designed to 
slow climate change.

For example, The New 
York Times recently re-
ported on the Propane 
Education and Research 
Council’s attempts to derail 
efforts to electrify homes 
and buildings in New York, 
in part by committing near-
ly $900,000 to the New York 
Propane Gas Association, 
which flooded social media 
with misleading informa-
tion about energy-efficient 
heat pumps.

The American Fuel and 
Petrochemical Manufac-
turers, which represents oil 
refiners and petrochemical 
firms, has spent millions 
on public relations cam-
paigns, such as promoting 
a rollback of federal fuel 
efficiency standards.

We launched a sev-
en-figure ad campaign to 
urge Democrats to vote 
against new, punitive taxes 
that make U.S.-produced 
plastics and energy more 

expensive for American 
consumers. Read our state-
ment: https://t.co/g8x5RX-
b8IL— AFPM (@AFPMon-
line) October 7, 2021

These practices have 
been going on for decades, 
and evidence shows that in-
dustry groups have played 
key roles in blocking state 
and federal climate poli-
cies. This matters not just 
because of the enormous 
sums the groups are spend-
ing, but also because they 
often act as a command 
center for political cam-
paigns to kill pro-climate 
policies.

We study the politi-
cal activities of industry 
groups. In a recent research 
paper, we dug through U.S. 
tax filings to follow the 
money trail of trade asso-
ciations engaged on climate 
change issues and track the 
billions they have spent to 
shape federal policy.

What we found

After NASA scientist 
James Hansen sounded the 
alarm on climate change 
in 1988, three trade asso-
ciations -- the National 
Association of Manufac-
turers, the Edison Electric 
Institute and the Amer-
ican Petroleum Institute 
-- banded together with a 
couple of electrical utilities 
to form the Global Climate 
Coalition.

The GCC systematical-
ly opposed any interna-
tional regulation of cli-
mate-warming emissions, 
and successfully prevented 
the United States from rat-

ifying the Kyoto Protocol, 
a 1997 international agree-
ment to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.

This was the first exam-
ple of trade associations 
working together to stall 
government action on cli-
mate change. Similar efforts 
continue today.

So, how much do trade 
associations spend on polit-
ical activities, such as public 
relations? As not-for-profit 
organizations under the In-
ternal Revenue Code, trade 
associations have to report 
their revenue and spending.

We found that trade 
associations historically 
opposed to climate poli-
cies spent $2 billion in the 
decade from 2008 to 2018 
on political activities, such 
as advertising, lobbying 
and political contributions. 
Together, they outspent cli-
mate-supporting industry 
groups 27 to 1.

The oil and gas sector 
was the largest, spending 
$1.3 billion. Across the 
89 trade associations we 
examined in nine different 
sectors of the U.S. economy 
between 2008 and 2018, no 
other group of trade associ-
ations came close.

Advertising and pro-
motion

What came as more of 
a surprise as we were tal-
lying up the data was how 
much trade associations 
are spending on advertis-
ing and promotion. This 
can include everything 
from mainstream media 
ads promoting the industry 

to hiring public relations 
firms to target particular 
issues before Congress.

For example, until they 
parted ways last year, Edel-
man, the world’s largest 
public relations firm, re-
ceived close to $30 million 
from American Fuel and 
Petrochemical Manufactur-
ers to promote fossil fuels, 
reporters at the online news 
site Heated found.

Our study found that 
trade associations engaged 
on climate change issues 
spent a total of $2.2 billion 
on advertising and pro-
motion between 2008 and 
2018, compared with $729 
million on lobbying. As 
2022 lobbying data shows, 
their spending contin-
ues. While not all of this 
spending is directly target-
ing climate policy, climate 
change is one of the top 
political issues for many 
industries in the energy 
sector.

Media buys are expen-
sive, but these numbers 
also reflect the specific role 
trade associations play in 
protecting the reputation 
of the firms they represent.

Trade groups run pro-
motional ads for their in-
dustries, as well as negative 
ads.

One reason that groups 
like the American Petro-
leum Institute have histori-
cally taken the lead running 
negative public relations 
campaigns is so that their 
members, such as BP and 
Shell, are not tarred with 
the same brush, as our 
interviews with industry 
insiders confirmed.

ARMSTRONG

WILLIAMS
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sponse Plan for Ukraine 
and $1.7 billion for the 
Refugee Response Plan, the 
U.N. Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian 
Affairs and U.N. Refugee 
Agency said in a joint state-
ment Wednesday.

The funding would pro-
vide healthcare, food and 
other assistance to 11.1 
million people through 

more than 650 partners 
in the Humanitarian Re-
sponse Plan. The Refugee 
Response Plan supports 
refugees and communities 
in 10 refugee host coun-
tries -- Bulgaria, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hun-
gary, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Moldova, Poland, Romania 
and Slovakia.

“Almost a year on, the 
war continues to cause 
death, destruction and dis-
placement daily, and on a 
staggering scale,” Martin 

Griffiths, U.N. undersec-
retary-general for human-
itarian affairs and emergen-
cy relief coordinator, said 
in a statement.

“We will continue to pri-
oritize assistance to people 
who need it most and to 
support local authorities 
and civil society organiza-
tions, whose dedication has 
been inspiring.”

Separately, a new in-
ternational aid package 
was announced during 
a meeting of NATO de-

fense ministers in Brussels 
Wednesday.

“I welcome the new 
pledges of support made 
by NATO allies, includ-
ing more heavy weapons 
and military training,” 
NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg told the 
gathering. “This is critical. 
Ukraine has a window of 
opportunity to tip the bal-
ance. And time is of the 
essence.”

“Allies agree on the need 
to work hand-in-hand with 
the defense industry to 
ramp up our industrial 
capacity,” Stoltenberg con-
tinued.

The package includes 
tank spares, uncrewed air 
systems, electronic war-
fare and air defense from 
the International Fund for 
Ukraine agreed to by the 
United Kingdom, Neth-
erlands, Norway Sweden 

and Denmark. Iceland and 
Lithuania also have con-

tributed to the fund.
“This equipment pack-

age will provide a signifi-
cant capability boost for the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine 
and will support their abil-
ity to defend their country,” 
British Secretary of De-
fense Ben Wallace said in a 
statement.

NATO
continued from page 1

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said the 
aid package would boost Ukraine’s defense capability 
and stressed that time was a key factor. File Photo by 
Paul Hanna/UPI | License Photo
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ADVISORY PANEL VOTES TO APPROVE 
NALOXONE OVER-THE-COUNTER SALE

By Simon Druker

Feb. 15 (UPI) -- Inde-
pendent advisers recom-
mended Wednesday that 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration approve 
over-the-counter sales of 
naloxone, which is com-
monly used to reverse 
opioid overdoses.

The FDA’s  advisor y 
panel made the unani-
mous recommendation 
during a joint meeting be-
tween the Anesthetic and 
Analgesic Drug Products 
Advisory Committee and 
Nonprescription Drugs 
Advisory Committee.

Naloxone is sold under 
the brand name Narcan 
and is commonly admin-
istered through a nasal 
spray to counteract the 
ef fects  of  an overdose 
brought on by opioid use.

If given final approval 
by the FDA at the end of 
March, it would signifi-
cantly expand access to 
the treatment, making it 
available at hundreds of 

pharmacies.
Several pharmacies al-

ready have blanket pre-
scriptions allowing them 
to sell the drug, which was 
patented in 1961.

Naloxone  i s  on  the 
World Health Organiza-
tion’s list of essential med-
icines and typically works 
for 30 to 90 minutes after 
administration. Respond-
ers are taught to give an 
overdose victim a dose 
of the easy-to-use nasal 
spray before calling 911.

Currently, 28 U.S. states 
offer immunity from civil 
liability, criminal liability 
and professional disci-
plinary actions to people 
who use or make naloxone 
available.

Na loxone  pres cr ip-
tions in the United States 
r e a c h e d  1 . 5  m i l l i o n 
in 2021,  the FDA said 
Wednesday.

Narcan is  manufac-
tured by Opiant Phar-
ma based in Santa Mon-
ica,  Calif.  Its l icensee, 

Emergent BioSolutions, 
produces the nasal spray 
distributed in the United 
States and Canada.

“We have been work-
ing on distribution plans 
with key stakeholders like 
retailers and government 
leaders,” Matt Hartwig, 
a spokesman for Mary-
land-based Emergent Bio-
Solutions, told NBC.

The company said the 
drug would be available 
over the counter late this 
coming summer if  the 
proposal receives f inal 
FDA approval. The FDA 
typically follows the rec-
ommendations of its inde-
pendent advisory panels, 
although it is not required 
to do so.

“There is no reason to 
keep this as a prescription. 
Let’s get it out there and 
save some lives,” Non-
prescription Drugs Advi-
sory Committee patient 
representative Elizabeth 
Coykendall said Wednes-
day.

Missouri Gov. Eric Greitens displays a bottle of Narcan before signing legislation 
providing tools to fight opioid addiction in 2017. File Photo by Bill Greenblatt/UPI 
| License Photo
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KELCE BROTHERS SHARE ‘TEARS OF 
JOY’ AFTER HISTORIC SIBLING SUPER 

BOWL MATCHUP 
By Alex Butler

Feb. 15 (UPI) -- Travis 
Kelce and Jason Kelce said 
they shared “tears of joy” af-
ter their historic meeting in 
Super Bowl LVII. The broth-
ers continued to shed tears 
for each other Wednesday 
during a filming of their 
New Heights podcast.

Travis’ Chiefs beat Jason’s 
Eagles on Sunday in Glen-
dale, Ariz., in the first Super 
Bowl featuring brothers on 
opposing teams.

They spoke constantly 
about their relationship in 
the days before the game. 
They hugged -- with their 
mother, Donna, joining 
in -- and shared words on 
the field after the game 
and reunited again for 
the latest episode of their 
podcast.

“It was so awesome,” 

Jason said. “[Mom] was on 
top of the world for a week. 
It was so cool for her to 
celebrate with us. It was an 
awesome moment. I’m just 
so happy for her and she got 
her moment. Dad got his.

“You lose a Super Bowl, 
you are crying after the 
game. They aren’t tears of 
sadness. They are tears of 
joy. Still sucked. I’m proud 
of my team. Proud of guys. 
Sorry, Philadelphia that we 
couldn’t get it done, but I’m 
happy for you guys.”

“You’re crying after the 
game, and they’re not tears 
of sadness, they’re tears of 
joy”@JasonKelce and @
tkelce shared why #SBLVII 
was more than just a game

Ne w  E p i s o d e  p r e -
mieres NOW: https://t.co/
spHAY6SgiA pic.twitter.
com/xtjjQV4Wk2— New 
Heights (@newheightshow) 
February 15, 2023

Jason, a five-time All-
Pro, won a Super Bowl in 
2018 with the Eagles. He 
told reporters that week that 
he would be rooting for his 
brother in Super Bowl LVII. 

He went on to anchor an 
Eagles offensive line that al-
lowed just two sacks Sunday 
at State Farm Stadium.

Travis, a four-time All-
Pro, won a Super Bowl in 

2020 with the Chiefs. He 
told reporters last week that 
he would remember this 
year’s game with Jason for 
the rest of his life.

“This one was pretty 

special,” Travis said. “I was 
boo-hoo crying all week. 
It was a pretty cool ex-
perience. Football world, 
America, I can’t thank you 
enough for jumping on 
board and enjoying and 
supporting our family the 
way you did.

“It is one of the coolest 
things in the world to see 
your family accepted. I will 
remember that week and 
what led up to the game 
probably more than I’ll re-
member what happened for 
most of that game.”

Jason, 35, signed a one-
year contract with the Ea-
gles last off-season. He did 
not rule out retirement 
when asked Sunday if this 
was his final season.

Travis ,  33,  s igned a 
four-year, $57.2 million 
contrac t  extens ion in 
2020. He is under contract 
through 2025.

Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (L) celebrates with Philadelphia Eagles 
center Jason Kelce after winning Super Bowl LVII on Sunday at State Farm Stadi-
um in Glendale, Ariz. Photo by John Angelillo/UPI | License Photo. 
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MLB outfielder Dexter Fowler retires after 14 seasons
By Alex Butler

Jan. 31 (UPI) -- Long-
time MLB outfielder Dex-
ter Fowler, a 2016 All-Star 
and World Series cham-
pion, will retire after 14 
seasons, he announced 
Tuesday on social media.

“It’s here,” Fowler wrote 
on Instagram and Twitter. 
“I’m hanging up my cleats. 
From an 18-year-old draft 
pick in Colorado to a ‘vet’ 
in Anaheim -- there are 
a few things I will never 
forget.

“Getting that call to the 
big leagues in September 
2008. Wow. My world was 
spinning. My first ‘you’ve 
been traded to Houston’ 
heart pounding call.

“The feeling of bliss 

while hearing the words 
‘All-Star.’ Never knew what 
it felt like to be that guy! 
Forever grateful. Soaking 
wet and freezing on the 
field with tears in my eyes 
after winning the World 
Series in Chicago. The 
comfort of calling St. Louis 
home and being a Red 
Bird.”

Fowler, 36, hit .250 in 
seven games in 2021 for 
the Los Angeles Angels 
before he sustained a sea-
son-ending torn ACL. He 
spent part of last season 
with the Toronto Blue Jays’ 
Triple-A affiliate, but did 
not play at the big-league 
level.

“Today is one of those 
moments where you meta-
phorically step down from 

your throne with a stand-
ing ovation, a tip of the 
cap, and the world stops 
spinning,” Fowler wrote.

“I’m mostly proud to 
look back at my career 
knowing that I played the 
game the right way and did 
my best to make a positive 
impact beyond the win.”

Fowler also thanked the 
cities of Denver, Houston, 
Chicago, St.  Louis and 
Anaheim, and said he gave 
his all at each stop.

The 14th-round pick in 
the 2004 MLB Draft made 
his debut for the Colora-
do Rockies in 2008. The 
Rockies traded Fowler to 
the Houston Astros in 
2013. The Astros traded 
Fowler to the Chicago 
Cubs in 2015.

Fowler signed with the 
St. Louis Cardinals as a 
free agent in 2016. The 
Cardinals traded him to 
the Angels in 2021. He 
signed as a free agent with 
the Blue Jays last off-sea-
son. The Blue Jays released 
the veteran outfielder in 
May.

Fowler hit a career-high 
.300, with 13 home runs, 
53 RBIs, 18 doubles, 11 tri-
ples and 12 stolen bases in 
143 games in 2012 with the 
Rockies. He hit .276 with 
13 home runs, 48 RBIs, 25 
doubles and seven triples 
during his 2016 All-Star 
season with the Cubs.

Fowler led MLB with 
14 triples in 2010. His 82 
career triples rank first 
among active players.

Outfielder Dexter Fowler hit .259 over 14 MLB sea-
sons. File Photo by Bill Greenblatt/UPI | License 
Photo. 
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SENATORS SAY MEXICO, CHINA MUST 
DO MORE TO CURB FENTANYL CRISIS

Nicole Markus, Medill 
News Service

WASHINGTON, Feb. 
15 (UPI) -- One hundred 
faces lined the walls of the 
Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration headquarters 
in the first week after the 
fentanyl memorial was 
created last May. Now, less 
than a year later, more than 
4,800 people are memori-
alized there.

DEA Administrator 
Anne Milgram on Wednes-
day called the memori-
al, which commemorates 
just a small percentage of 
the number of Americans 
killed by fentanyl poison-
ing, a “call to action.”

Milgram, testifying be-
fore the Senate Foreign 
Relat ions  C ommittee , 
blamed two cartels -- the 
Sinaloa and the Jalisco -- 
as primarily responsible 
for widespread fentanyl 
deaths.

The cartels, based in 
Mexico, use chemical pre-
cursors to manufacture 
fake prescription pills with 
no medicinal qualities.

“We are now seizing 
fentanyl in all 50 states,” 
Milgram said. “It is the 

deadliest drug threat our 
country has ever faced.”

Sen. Robert Menen-
dez, D-N.J., said Mexico 
must work with the United 
States to limit the num-
ber of deaths, but that he 
doesn’t see “willingness, 
the urgency,” from Mexico 
to tackle the crisis.

“I don’t know how many 
more lives have to be lost 
for Mexico to get engaged,” 
he said. “If this were in the 

reverse, they would be all 
over us.”

In her testimony, Mil-
gram listed ways Mexico 
could improve its cooper-
ation with the DEA.

She said the United 
States is calling for in-
creased information shar-
ing on fentanyl and pre-
cursor chemicals seized 
over the border. Also, she 
said, the DEA also wants 
to partner with Mexico 

to dismantle clandestine 
laboratories throughout 
that country, as well as 
increase the extradition 
from Mexico of individuals 
charged with drug-related 
defendants.

Milgram said that car-
tels don’t care whether 
they kill their customers 
-- if a user dies, they write 
it off as “the cost of do-
ing business,” adding that 
dealers have access to more 

than 100 million social 
media users in the United 
States alone, creating a 
“superhighway” of drug 
customers.

Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 
said Border Control agents 
along the southern border 
are serving a “critical” role 
in interdicting fentanyl as 
it crosses into the United 
States. He argued that the 
Biden administration was 
responsible for hurting the 
U.S. government’s ability 
to fight drugs.

“This administration 
made a conscious polit-
ical decision to open the 
borders, and one of the 
results is they have turned 
Mexican drug cartels into 
multibillionaires,” Cruz 
said. “The single best thing 
that happened to Mexican 
drug cartels in history 
was Joe Biden becoming 
president.”

Some senators criti-
cized the Biden admin-
istration for not pressing 
China to stop fentanyl 
precursors coming from 
that country.

Assistant Secretary of 
State Todd Robinson said 
he didn’t know whether 
Biden had the opportunity 

to get to the issue during 
his call with Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping last year.

“The White House is-
sued a press release last 
week on its proposals for 
cracking down on fentanyl 
trafficking, yet not once 
was China mentioned,” 
said Sen. William Hagerty, 
R-Tenn. “Moreover, during 
the State of the Union, not 
once did the president call 
out China’s role in the fen-
tanyl crisis.”

Earlier this week, 14 
Senate Republicans in-
troduced a new bill that 
would charge fentanyl 
dealers with felony mur-
der, which requires a min-
imum of life in prison. It’s 
one of several initiatives 
lawmakers are trying to 
push to curb the spread 
of the drug.

“Let me be perfectly 
clear, addiction is a disease 
that must be treated, and 
drug trafficking is a crime 
that must be prosecuted,” 
said Rahul Gupta, director 
of the Office of Nation-
al Drug Control Policy. 
“The opioid crisis is not 
a red state problem or a 
blue state problem. This is 
America’s problem.”

Drug Enforcement Administration administrator Anne Milgram, shown here with 
U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland, told senators on the Foreign Relations 
Committee on Wednesday that two cartels -– the Sinaloa and the Jalisco –- were 
primarily responsible for widespread fentanyl deaths in the United States. File 
Photo by Win McNamee/UPI | License Photo
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“It’s strong because the 
soul of this nation is strong,” 
he said. “The backbone of this 
nation is strong and the people 
of this nation are strong like all 
of you here today.”

Biden said his economic 
plan is working, which he 
said is a “stark contrast to our 
Republican friends who are 
doubling down on the same 
failed politics of the past.”

“Top down, trickle down 
economics is not much trickle 
down as I said on most kitchen 
tables in America,” Biden said. 
“The last two years we’ve creat-

ed 12 million new jobs. That’s 
more jobs than any president 
has created in four years.”

A preview of Biden’s speech 
shared by the White House 
claimed that Biden’s budget 
will not add an increase in 
taxes for anyone making less 
than $400,000 a year and will 
protect and strengthen Social 
Security and Medicare, “while 

cutting the deficit by $2 trillion 
over 10 years.”

The president challenged 
Republicans on Social Secu-
rity, Medicare and taxes once 
again.

He argued that capping 
the cost  of  prescr ipt ion 
drugs for seniors at $35 per 
month will save Medicare 
hundreds of billions of dol-

lars over time while reduc-
ing the deficit. Conversely 
he said Republicans want to 
eliminate the cap, end pro-
grams like Social Security 
and Medicare, eliminate a 
15% minimum tax for large 
corporations and retain a 
Trump-era tax cut for the 
wealthy.

“These tax cuts have al-

ready added $2 trillion to 
the federal deficit,” Biden 
said of the former presi-
dent’s Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act. “Now Republicans 
want to extend them with-
out paying for them. Again 
the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office said 
that would add $2.7 tril-
lion again to the deficit.”

Budget
continued from page 1

Antarctic rower earns 10 Guinness 
World Records

By Ben Hooper
Feb. 15 (UPI) -- An 

Austrian woman traveled 
to Antarctica with an ex-
pedition ended up earning 
10 Guinness World Re-
cords, including becom-
ing first woman to row on 
the Southern Ocean.

L i s a  Far t h ofe r,  3 1 , 
rowed 407 nautical miles 
in the open waters of Ant-
arctica from Jan. 11-17, 
and in the process became 
the first woman to row 
on the Southern Ocean 
and the first woman to 
row on Polar open waters, 
Guinness World Records 
announced.

Farthofer and her expe-

dition team -- Fiann Paul 
of Iceland, Mike Matson 
of the United States, Ja-
mie Douglas-Hamilton 
of Britain, Stefan Ivanov 
of  Bulgar ia  and Brian 
Krauskopf of the United 
States -- aimed to retrace 
the steps of a 1915 voy-
age carried out by Ernest 
Shackleton and his crew 
from Elephant Island to 
South Georgia.

The team had to aban-
don their expedition half-
way through due to ill-
ness and injuries among 
the crew, but not before 
sett ing a further eight 
Guinness World Records 
as a team.

T h e  t e a m  e a r n e d 
re c ord s  f or  f i r s t  hu -
man-powered expedi-
t i on  i n  t h e  S out h e r n 
Ocean, fastest row on the 
Southern Ocean, first hu-
man-powered expedition 
on the Scotia Sea, first hu-
man-powered expedition 
from the Antarctic, fastest 
Polar row, longest distance 
rowed on the Southern 
Ocean, first human-pow-
ered expedition on the 
Southern Ocean (South 
to North) and southern-
most start of a rowing 
expedition.

“I  s aw  s ome  re a l ly 
amazing things,” Farthofer 
told Guinness World Re-

cords. “It was rough and 
difficult at times but there 
were some astonishing 
moments like being in 
the middle of a pack of fin 
whales, and it also felt like 
there was always a pack of 
penguins with us.”

She said the journey 
highlighted the beauty of 
nature.

“A project like this re-
ally gives you a taste of 
how beautiful our world 
is and how little we know 
about it, so it does make 
you want to see more. And 
knowing that we didn’t 
fully fulfill our project, it 
is hard to leave it at that,” 
she said.

Austrian rower Lisa Farthofer broke 10 Guinness 
World Records -- two on her own and eight with her 
team -- during an expedition to Antarctica. Photo 
courtesy of Guinness World Records. 
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Brothers-in-law each pull a van 32 
miles to jointly break world record

By Ben Hooper

 Feb. 15 (UPI) -- A pair of 
British brothers-in-law each 
pulled a 1.65-ton van a dis-
tance of 32 miles to become 
co-holders of a Guinness 
World Records title.

James Baker, 36, and 
John Darwen, 32, complet-
ed their feats side-by-side at 
Elvington Airfield in York-
shire and both stopped at 
exactly 32 miles to become 
co-holders of the Guinness 
World Record for farthest 
distance pulling a vehicle 
in 24 hours as an individual.

The brothers-in-law said 
Darwen’s bout with leuke-

mia 14 years ago inspired 
them to start completing 
challenges each year to 
raise money for charity. 
They started out running 
half-marathons and mar-
athons before deciding to 
take on the more demand-
ing challenge of the van 
pulling world record.

The men said the record 
stood at 2.1 miles when they 
first decided to attempt the 
challenge in 2019, but they 
soon learned the record 
had been increased to 21.1 
miles.

Baker and Darwen de-
cided to continue to train 

for the record and in Octo-
ber 2021 they jointly set the 
record at 22.1 miles.

The men decided to 
take their record even fur-
ther and, 10 months later, 
pulled vans side-by-side 
for a distance of 32 miles. 
Friend Daniel Callaghan 
also attempted to break 
the record with them, but 
had to stop after 14 miles 
due to a pulled ligament in 
his ankle.

The record attempt 
raised money for charities 
Redeeming Our Commu-
nities and Cancer Research 
U.K.

Brothers-in-law James Baker and John Darwen each pulled a van a distance of 
32 miles to become joint holders of a Guinness World Record. Photo courtesy of 
Guinness World Records
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