
FDA authorizes altered monkeypox 
dosing regimen to increase doses five-fold

By UPI

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration has authorized an 
alternative dosing regimen of the 
monkeypox vaccine that will in-
crease the total number of doses 
available five-fold amid a nation-
wide shortage of the medicine.

The authorization issued Tues-
day approves doctors to admin-

ister the Jynneos vaccine to those 
18 years of age or older who are 
determined to be at high risk of in-
fection intradermally, which means 
between layers of the skin.

The two-dose Jynneos vaccine 
regimen that was first approved 
by the FDA in 2019 calls for it to 
be administered subcutaneously, 
meaning under the skin.

The federal regulator permit-

ted the change citing studies that 
found one-fifth of the volume of a 
vaccine dose when administered 
intradermally produces “a similar 
immune response to subcutaneous 
administration, meaning individ-
uals in both groups responded to 
vaccination in a similar way,” it said.

The White House said in a 
statement that the change instantly 
increases the number of doses from 

400,000 in the Strategic National 
Stockpile to upward of 2 million.

The administration added that 
in order to expedite the change it 
is launching a “robust effort” to 
train healthcare workers on the new 
dosing regimen.

“In recent weeks the monkeypox 
virus has continued to spread at a 

FBI’S RAID ON TRUMP’S FLORIDA 
HOME DRAWS GOP BACKLASH

By UPI

The FBI’s raid of Donald Trump’s home in 
Florida — which was related to an investigation 
into documents from Trump’s White House 
— has spurred criticism and backlash among 
some Republicans and supporters of the former 
president.

Agents raided Trump’s Mar-a-Lago home in 
Palm Beach, Fla., on Monday night. As expect-
ed, the raid drew backlash from Trump, who 
criticized the operation as politically motivated.

The FBI carried out the raid as part of a 
court-authorized search related to an investi-
gation into potential mishandling of classified 
documents that ended up at Mar-a-Lago. All 
presidential records are required to go to the 
National Archives when a president leaves office.

Earlier this year, the National Archives said it 
retrieved 15 boxes of White House documents 
and other items, including classified infor-
mation, from Trump’s home in January. The 
Archives also asked the Justice Department to 
examine whether Trump’s handling of White 
House records, which included ripping up 
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Joe Biden might 
be able to survive 
age, unpopularity

By Harlan Ullman, Arnaud de Borchgrave
UPI

Despite some recent successes, President Joe Biden’s 
popularity ratings remain at all-time lows for any White 
House. Can Biden survive and reverse this condition as 
past presidents have? Or is recovery impossible for a soon 
to be 80-year-old president?

Jack Kennedy survived the Bay of Pigs fiasco. While 
LBJ did not recover from Vietnam and Richard Nixon 
from Watergate, no president would have. Ronald Rea-
gan recovered from an assassination attempt and the 
Iran-Contra scandal. Bill Clinton survived impeachment 
and George W. Bush the ill-conceived Iraq invasion.

Barack Obama made some profound errors with his 
ill-advised “pivot” to Asia; setting “red lines” that were 
ignored with Syria; and a Russian “reset” that failed. None 
were politically fatal.

The future of Donald Trump is an unknown. Twice 
impeached and not convicted, his legal problems and 
personality will determine that future. But if he runs, 
Trump may be the only candidate Democrats can beat.

That said, poor Biden cannot get a break. Over the past 
two weeks, Biden has had major successes. The CHIPS 
and Science Act was signed. The Inflation Reduction 
Act was passed by Congress. July’s job creation of some 
530,000 was astounding,

Abroad, Ayman al-Zawahiri was brought to justice, 
assassinated in Kabul, Afghanistan, depriving al-Qaida of 
its leader. NATO is in the process of adding Finland and 
Sweden. And Ukraine is still imposing huge casualties 
on Russia’s invading force. The vote in Kansas supporting 
reproductive rights was a strong indication that this issue 
will help Democrats in the November elections. All would 
bring some degree of euphoria to any administration.

Yet Biden’s approval ratings remain largely unchanged. 
A large majority of Democrats don’t want him to run in 
2024 -- without having any idea of a replacement. And 
a sizable number of Americans believe Biden is too old 
and possibly too senile to lead the nation.

Inflation is reaching double figures and gasoline prices 
drain American pocketbooks. To add to Biden’s woes, 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s reckless trip to Taiwan ignited 
a minor crisis with China, overshadowing Biden’s wins. 
The demise of Biden’s standing began a year ago with the 
disastrous Afghanistan withdrawal.

Biden had no choice except to implement the flawed 
Doha agreements negotiated by the Trump administra-
tion and the Taliban, committing to a 2020 American 
withdrawal. That did not excuse the mishandling of the 
Kabul evacuation. That debacle continues to damage 
Biden’s reputation and approval ratings.

But like his successors who survived crises, will Biden 
recover? The state of American politics today and a govern-
ment that is failed and failing suggests, at best, that Biden 
faces a very formidable challenge to overcome. Why?

Politics today are zero sum, reflecting a nation divided 
almost down the middle on almost every issue. Compro-
mise is no longer tolerable or useful. And civility marks 
a sign of weakness not maturity.

A corollary is that when politics become absolute in 
nature, flexibility, ambiguity and uncertainty cannot be 
tolerated by either side.

In the past, political parties harshly criticized the other 
for being wrong. Now the loyal opposition is no longer 
loyal. The opposition is evil. And destroying rather than 
co-existing with the other party is an unstated aim.

Harlan Ullman is senior adviser at Washington’s 
Atlantic Council, the prime author of “shock and awe” 
and author of “The Fifth Horseman and the New MAD: 
How Massive Attacks of Disruption Became the Looming 
Existential Danger to a Divided Nation and the World at 
Large.” Follow him @harlankullman.

The views and opinions expressed in this commentary 
are solely those of the author.

The establishment has emerged 
from the shadows.  

They’re betting that you won’t care
Our nation is under 

siege. But this siege is not the 
result of some domestic or 
foreign terrorist threat. This 
siege on our great republic 
comes from within the very 
institutions for which we 
have entrusted our nation 
with. The establishment, 
in concert with their allies 
within the Department of 
Justice, have conducted an 
unanticipated, unprecedent-
ed raid on the Mar-a-Lago 
residence of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Our institutions have 
betrayed us. They have 
engaged in conduct that is 
more becoming of a third-
world country where oppo-
sition battalions regularly 
raid the residences of their 
political adversary and of-
ten kill them. They have 
proven themselves wolves, 
but they have not donned 
sheep’s clothing.

This is a clear attempt to 
indict Trump for political 
gain; the establishment 
has shown their cards, and 
they know that most will 
not bat an eye. A federal 
grand jury need only find 
probable cause to believe 
that Trump broke some 
nebulous federal statute in 
order to indict him. This is 
a time-honored tradition of 
the DOJ and the establish-

ment; the criminal bar is so 
low to indict that even the 

innocent 
are often 
entangled 
i n  t h e 
cr imina l 
p r o c e s s 
b e c a u s e 
of it, and 
t he y  are 
invariably 
compelled 
to under-

go years of litigation be-
cause of it.

Since Trump became 
president, this game has 
continued. Investigation 
after investigation yielded 
indictment after indictment 
and guilty plea after guilty 
plea against respectable and 
benign officials whose only 
transgression was support-
ing Trump and opposing 
the establishment.

The DOJ is fully aware 
that politicians are pre-
sumed guilty in the United 
States, regardless of evi-
dence to the contrary, and 
they will use this fact to 
engage in absolute thuggery 
to utilize their vast resourc-
es to punish anyone who 
threatens their authority.

Just as with the two po-
litical impeachments that 
Trump faced, so too will 
Democrats use this raid 

to justify that Trump is a 
criminal and involved in 
high-level crimes. They 
will do the exact same thing 
that they did during the 
impeachments: They will 
use their hatred for Trump 
as evidence of criminal 
conduct, decide for them-
selves that he is deserving 
of punishment, punish him 
and use that punishment as 
proof that he is a criminal. 
It is an unforgiving circle.

The establishment-run 
DOJ will do just the same. 
They will use this raid and 
inevitable indictment — one 
that they concocted them-
selves — as proof that Trump 
is a criminal. And guess 
what? People will buy it.

Trump committed many 
despicable acts while in 
power: He riled up his sup-
porters, which eventually 
resulted in a riot. He ma-
ligned his vice president. He 
uttered vicious things about 
fine people and aligned 
himself with some awful 
characters. However, this 
does not make him a crim-
inal, nor does it make him, 
as a past president, worthy 
of such punishment. In-
stead, the establishment 
has shown to the American 
people that there is such a 
thing as a political criminal 
— someone despised by the 

establishment.
In politics, it seems, if 

you can’t beat them, put 
them in prison.

Regardless of how the 
White House or the DOJ 
spin this, the public’s faith 
in our institutions has 
been compromised. This 
incident has shown that 
our institutions will bend a 
knee, and the people who 
undertake such action will 
do so out of fear of suffering 
the same fate.

This was a dark day for 
the United States. I lament 
the demise of institutions 
that were meant to aid us. 
But America is still here. 
It is an ever-present power 
that will dispel the dark-
ness forged by the wicked. 
The dreams of a beauti-
ful America will whisper 
from behind the shoulders 
of honorable men who 
will forgo the seduction of 
power and rise to defend 
our nation’s values. The 
virtues of liberty, hope and 
freedom will lead us past 
these dark days and on to a 
brighter future.

To find out more about 
Armstrong Williams and 
read features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate website 
at www.creators.com.

New efforts to combat teacher shortages 
don’t address the real problems

By Henry Tran  
& Douglas A. Smith

UPI

States have recently fo-
cused their efforts to reduce 
the nation’s teacher short-
age by promoting strate-
gies that “remove or relax 
barriers to entry” to quickly 
bring new people into the 
teaching profession.

California, for example, 
allows teacher candidates to 
skip basic skills and subject 
matter tests if they have tak-
en approved college cours-
es. New Mexico is replacing 
subject skills tests with a 
portfolio to demonstrate 
teaching competency.

Similarly, Oklahoma 
eliminated the Oklahoma 
General Education Test as 
a certification requirement. 
Missouri no longer looks 
at a prospective teacher’s 
overall grades -- just the 
ones earned in select cours-
es required to become a 
teacher. Alabama has moved 
to allow some who score 
below the cutoff scores on 
teacher certification exams 
to still get a teacher’s license, 
and Arizona’s education 
requirements for teachers 
now allow people without 
a college degree to begin 
teaching -- so long as they 
are currently enrolled in 
college.

All of these efforts focus 
on recruiting new teachers, 
mostly by lowering require-
ments to make it easier for 
people to become certified 
to teach in public schools.

But these approaches do 
not address the actual caus-
es of the nationwide teacher 
shortage. As we found do-
ing research for our book 
How Did We Get Here?: 

The Decay of the Teaching 
Profession, college stu-
dents who are interested 
in becoming teachers and 
current teachers agree: The 
root cause of the problem is 
a longstanding overall lack 
of respect for teachers and 
their craft, which is reflect-
ed by decades of low pay, 
hyperscrutiny and poor 
working conditions.

Disrespect to profession
Even before COVID-19 

hit, teachers were leaving the 
profession at an increasing 
rate. In the late 1980s, annual 
teacher turnover was 5.6%, 
but it has grown to around 
8% over the past decade.

The stress of teaching 
through a pandemic has 
been speculated to drive 
away even more teach-
ers. About 1 in 6 teach-
ers expressed that they 
would likely leave their 
job pre-pandemic, but this 
increased to 1 in 4 by the 
2020-21 school year. While 
teachers continue to leave 
classrooms, fewer people 
are signing up to replace 
them.

In fact, the number of 
incoming teachers declined 
from 275,000 in 2010 to 
under 200,000 in 2020 and 
is projected to be under 
120,000 by 2025. And even 
those staying on the job 
are so unhappy, many have 
been striking.

We found that the rea-
sons teachers are leaving 
primarily revolve around 
the disrespect they and 
the profession consistently 
face. For example, teachers 
earn about 20% less than 
similarly educated profes-
sionals.

They also faced an es-
calating workload, even 

before the pandemic placed 
additional demands on 
their time, energy and men-
tal health.

In addition, teachers 
have been experiencing 
diminishing control over 
what and how they teach. 
They are also regularly ex-
posed to a continued tide 
of disrespectful student 
behavior and parental hos-
tility, as highlighted by a 
survey of 15,000 educators 
that revealed a growing 
trend of students verbally 
and physically harassing 
teachers, as well as parents 
engaging in online harass-
ment and retaliatory be-
haviors for teachers simply 
doing their jobs.

This overall lack of re-
spect drives turnover from 
existing teachers and dis-
courages potential teach-
ers from considering the 
profession.

One college student told 
us, “I looked into teaching 
as a career pretty strongly 
... and every person I talk-
ed to, be it a grade school 
teacher or college professor, 
told me the same thing 
-- that it was a lot of work, 
it was an unstable work en-
vironment, and the pay was 
very poor for the amount 
of work that you put in.” 
Unsurprisingly, she chose 
another career path.

Wrong solutions
A growing number of 

states have eliminated or 
have proposed to remove 
basic skills and subject 
matter exam requirements 
for teacher certification. 
Those prerequisites have 
long served as quality con-
trol checks for prospec-
tive teachers. While they 
do not guarantee effective 

teaching, they do serve as 
a minimum qualification 
threshold.

We believe efforts to 
loosen requirements for 
new teachers will bring 
more disrespect to the pro-
fession. History also sug-
gests that they will make it 
so that schools that serve 
mostly students of color 
will have even fewer certi-
fied and experienced teach-
ers than they already do.

But more directly, these 
efforts to boost teacher 
recruitment don’t address 
the reasons teachers are 
leaving the profession in 
the first place, which drive 
90% of the demand for new 
teachers.

Lowering the standards 
to allow more people to 
enter the teaching pro-
fession may, for a short 
period, boost the number 
of people available to stand 
in front of classrooms. But 
that approach does not 
make teaching an attractive 
profession to consider, nor 
worthwhile for someone 
to stay and thrive in. Solv-
ing the teacher shortage 
problem requires solutions 
that reduce the numbers of 
teachers leaving the field 
and specifically address 
the lack of respect, low pay, 
hyperscrutiny and poor 
working conditions that 
they regularly endure.

Henry Tran is an asso-
ciate professor of education 
leadership at the University 
of South Carolina. Douglas 
A. Smith is an associate 
professor of education at 
Iowa State University.

This article is repub-
lished from The Conver-
sation under a Creative 
Commons license.
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rate that has made it clear 
our current vaccine supply 
will not meet the current 
demand,” FDA Commis-
sioner Robert Califf said 
in a statement. “The FDA 
quickly explored other sci-
entifically appropriate op-
tions to facilitate access to 
the vaccine for all impacted 
individuals.”

The change was made by 
the Biden administration as 
it comes under criticism for 
its handling of the outbreak.

The first cases were di-
agnosed in the country 
mid-May, and the outbreak 
has since grown to nearly 
9,500 confirmed cases who 
are mostly men who have 
sex with other men.

However, despite efforts 
by the administration to 
increase vaccine shots, the 
nation continues to face a 
shortage of the vaccine.

The Biden administra-
tion has ordered some 7 
million doses of the vaccine, 
but they are to be delivered 
in batches until mid-next 
year.

According to the Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services, some 617,000 
vaccine doses have been 
shipped nationwide.

“By increasing the num-

ber of available doses, more 
individuals who want to be 
vaccinated against mon-
keypox will now have the 
opportunity to do so,” Califf 
said.

documents in some cases, 
violated federal law.

Despite the potential 
for criminal activity on 
Trump’s part, the raid 
upset a number of Trump-
aligned Republicans and 
supporters of the former 
president.  Some have 
called for an investigation 
into the Justice Depart-
ment and demanded that 
FBI Director Christopher 
Wray explain the search.

Hou s e  R e publ i c an 
leader Kevin McCarthy, 
one of Trump’s primary 
allies in Congress, even 
vowed to launch an in-
vestigation into Attorney 
General Merrick Garland 
if the GOP wins back 
control of Congress in 
November.

“I’ve seen enough,” Mc-
Carthy said in a tweet. “At-
torney General Garland, 
preserve your documents 
and clear your calendar.”

Rep. Mike Turner, the 
ranking Republican on 
the House intelligence 
committee, accused the 
Justice Department of be-
ing “politically motivated.”

“I am exceptionally 
skeptical of this being 
anything other than polit-
ically motivated,” Turner 
tweeted. “I am demanding 
an immediate briefing by 
FBI Director Wray regard-
ing the national security 
risk that allegedly rose 
to the level of ordering a 
raid on the residence of a 
former president.”

During the raid, agents 
broke into a safe and were 
looking for the boxes of 
classified materials that 
Trump took with him to 
Florida.

For  ne ar ly  a  ye ar, 

Trump delayed giving 
the documents to the Ar-
chives. The agency even-
tually referred the case to 
the Justice Department, 
which continues to inves-
tigate Republican efforts 
in Georgia to swing the 
2020 election in Trump’s 
favor.

In obtaining the search 
warrant, the FBI per-
suaded a judge that there 
was probable cause that 
a crime had been com-
mitted and that evidence 
might be found at Mar-
a-Lago.

Rep. Jim Jordan, the 
ranking Republican on 
the House judiciary com-
mittee and a vocal Trump 
supporter, told Fox News 
that he would consider 
holding a hearing on the 
raid as soon as Friday.

“Doesn’t the FBI have 
better things to do than 
harass the former PRES-
IDENT?” he wrote in a 
tweet.

South Dakota Gov. 
Kristi  Noem, another 
staunch Trump supporter, 
called the raid “an unprec-
edented political weap-
onization of the Justice 
Department” -- and others 
even called for the FBI to 
be defunded.

Late on Monday, Axios 
posted photos that were 
said to be taken from 
the Trump White House 
and from a trip overseas. 
The photos showed toi-
lets containing scraps of 
torn-up documents with 
Trump’s handwriting on 
them.

The photos were ob-
tained by reporter Maggie 
Haberman, who will in-
clude them in a forthcom-
ing book about Trump’s 
presidency titled Confi-
dence Man: The Making 
of Donald Trump and the 
Breaking of America.
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The Food and Drug Administration on Tuesday authorized healthcare workers to change how the monkeypox vaccine is 
administered to increase available doses. Photo by Terry Schmitt/UPI
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It’s The Bottom Of The 6th Inning  at the Jackie Robinson Baseball League held every year in Pitt County now being played  
at Eppes Recreational Center in Uptown Greenville.  The Jackie Robinson Baseball League was started some 30 years ago 
Ronnie Purvis who wanted a venue for the kids to stay active and get off of the streets.  The league is now run by Commis-
sioner Michael Joyner and has been a highlight for today’s teens to have a pathway to Jr. High and High School athletics.  
The Cornerstone Angels is coached by Bobby  Wiggins, Terrance Cherry and Tyrone Barrett who are doing great work 
in the community. Mr. Wiggins is committed to today’s youth and has a passion for baseball and steering kid in the right 
direction as he be coaching in the league for almost a decade. Let’s Go Angels, it’s the bottom of the 6th with 3 on and we 
are heading to home base.
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Visit foodlion.com/catering 
or stop by the deli at your 

local store.
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ready when you are
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Russell Hill Named Pitt County, NC Tax Administrator  
Pitt County Government new appointment effective August 21, 2022 
 

 
 
PITT COUNTY, NC – The Pitt County Board of Commissioners appointed Russell Hill 
as Tax Administrator on August 8, 2022, for a two-year term. He succeeds Sam Croom, 
who was recently selected as Deputy County Manager / Chief Financial Officer effective 
July 24, 2022. The appointment is effective August 21, 2022.    
 
Hill has been employed by Pitt County Government since June 2008 serving, as Interim 
Tax Administrator since July 24, 2022.  Previously, Hill held the positions of Revenue 
Technician, Tax Appraiser and Real Property Manager within Pitt County Tax 
Administration, and most recently served as Assistant Tax Administrator.  
 
“The Board has confidence that Russell has the knowledge, experience, and integrity to 
succeed in this role, carrying out the responsibilities of Pitt County Tax Administration 
with accuracy, fairness, and a continued commitment to excellence in public service,”  
says Mike Fitzpatrick, Chair, Board of County Commissioners.  
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GOP Rep. Scott 
Perry says FBI 

seized his cellphone
By Darryl Coote

UPI

Republican Rep. Scott 
Perry of Pennsylvania said 
FBI agents have seized his 
cellphone.

Perry said in a statement 
released by his office that 
he was traveling with his 
family Tuesday morning 
when three FBI agents took 
his communication device.

“They made no attempt 
to contact my lawyer, 
who would have made 
arrangements for them 
to have my phone if that 
was their wish,” he said. 
“I’m outraged -- though 
not surprised -- that the 
FBI, under the direction 
of Merrick Garland’s [De-
partment of Justice], would 
seize the phone of a sitting 
member of Congress.”

The reason for the sei-
zure was unclear but it 
comes as Perry continues 
to refuse to comply with 
a subpoena to testify in 
front of the House select 
committee investigating 
the Jan. 6, 2021, siege of the 
Capitol building.

Perry, a staunch ally of 
former President Donald 
Trump, has been accused 
of being involved in efforts 
to overturn Joe Biden’s 
election win, which culmi-
nated in the Jan. 6 attack on 
the Capitol.

Amid its investigation, 
the House select commit-
tee has received evidence 
that Perry was present for 
a Dec. 21, 2020, meeting 
with other GOP lawmakers 

at the White House where 
they deliberated ways to 
keep Trump in power fol-
lowing his election defeat 
to Biden.

A deposition of Cassidy 
Hutchinson, a former aide 
to then-White House chief 
of state Mark Meadows, 
accuses Perry of voicing 
support during the meet-
ing for sending people to 
the Capitol on Jan. 6.

The Pennsylvanian Re-
publican is also accused 
of being instrumental to 
a plan to replace then-At-
torney General Jeffrey 
Rosen with Jeffrey Clark, 
then-acting head of the 
Justice Department’s civil 
division and a supporter 
of Trump’s false claims 
that the general election 
was stolen.

Perry did not say why 
his cellphone was tak-
en by likened it to the 
raid of Trump’s Florida 
home a night prior when 
FBI agents carried out a 
court-authorized search of 
the Mar-a-Lago residence 
in relation to an investi-
gation into the potential 
mishandling of classified 
documents.

“My phone contains 
info about my legislative 
and political activities and 
personal/private discus-
sions with my wife, family, 
constituents and friends,” 
Perry said. “As with Pres-
ident Trump last night, 
DOJ chose this unneces-
sary and aggressive action 
instead of simply contact-
ing my attorneys.”

$1.5M settlement granted to correctional 
officers barred from guarding Derek Chauvin

By Daniel Uria
UPI

A Minnesota board of 
county commissioners on 
Tuesday approved a nearly 
$1.5 million settlement for 
correctional officers who were 
told they were not to have con-
tact with former Minneapolis 
Police officer Derek Chauvin.

The officers at Ramsey 
County Adult Detention 
Center alleged that Superin-
tendent Steve Lydon told a 
lieutenant not to have “any 
officers of color” working with 
Chauvin, a White man, on 
May 29, 2020, when he was 

taken into custody on murder 
charges for kneeling on the 
neck of George Floyd, a Black 
man, for nearly 10 minutes.

The officers said that 
Lydon then issued a seg-
regation order prohibiting 
officers of color from go-
ing to the fifth floor where 
Chauvin was held.

“The actions taken by the 
sheriff ’s office leadership 
that day were more than 
just wrong. They were racist, 
heinous, highly disrespect-
ful and completely out of 
line with Ramsey County’s 
vision and values,” Ramsey 

County Board Chair Trista 
MatasCastillo said

According to the suit, the 
officers -- who are Black, 
Hispanic, Pacific Islander 
American and multiracial 
-- believed Lydon did not 
trust them to carry out their 
duties because of their race.

It also describes an inci-
dent in which an “A-Team 
Response,” which requires all 
available officers to stop what 
they are doing and assist an 
affected inmate, occurred on 
the first floor of the detention 
center when Chauvin was 
brought to the facility. Proto-

col requires the inmate who 
is the subject of the call to be 
taken to the fifth floor but be-
cause of the segregation order 
the officers of color who re-
sponded were told they could 
not transport the inmate.

According to the lawsuit, 
Lydon denied he was racist 
when asked about the seg-
regation order but defended 
his decision to order it.

In a public statement in 
2020, Lydon said he rec-
ognized “the murder of 
George Floyd was likely to 
create particularly acute 
racialized trauma.”



Primaries: Trump wins proxy war with Pence  
in Wisconsin governor’s race

By Daniel Uria  
& Darryl Coote

UPI

Four states held primary 
elections Tuesday, including 
a contest that pitted candi-
dates endorsed by former 
President Donald Trump 
and Vice President Mike 
Pence against each other.

In Wisconsin’s Repub-
lican gubernatorial prima-
ry, construction executive 
Tim Michels had received 
Trump’s endorsement, and 
was projected to win his par-
ty’s nomination with 47% of 
the vote early Wednesday, 
narrowly besting former Lt. 
Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch who 
netted 42% of the ballots, 
according to The Washing-
ton Post and NBC News.

Kleefisch had secured 
endorsements from Pence 
and GOP Sen. Ted Cruz of 
Texas, and despite having 
received the backing of the 
GOP establishment, she has 
been more outspoken about 
claims of fraud surrounding 
the 2020 election. She falsely 
claims the vote in Wiscon-

sin was “rigged” -- while 
Michels has encouraged the 
Republican Party to move 
on from those claims.

Wisconsin
Michels claimed victory 

early Wednesday with a 
tweet that states “Tonight, 
we celebrate, but tomorrow 
we work.”

The projected win will 
see Michels go up against 
incumbent Gov. Tony Evers 
in November who was un-
contested in the Democratic 
primary.

Tuesday also saw a three-
way GOP race to determine 
who will go on to challenge 
Democratic Attorney Gen-
eral Josh Kahul, who has 
come out in opposition to 
the state’s 1849 abortion 
ban following the Supreme 
Court’s decision in June to 
overturn Roe vs. Wade.

Early Wednesday, Fon 
du Lac County District 
Attorney Eric Toney led by 
a matter of a few thousands 
vote over former state as-
sembly member Adam Jar-
chow, both of who pledged 
to enforce the ban if elected.

With 77% of the vote 
counted, Toney had 37.5% 
of the vote to Jarchow’s 
36.8%.

Despite the slim margin, 
Jarchow conceded defeat 
early Wednesday.

“We came up just short,” 
Jarchow said in a statement, 
calling on his supporters to 
unit behind Toney to “en-
sure he has the resources 
and support needed to fire 
Josh Kaul.”

“Eric Toney has my full 
support.”

Meanwhile, attorney 
Karen Mueller -- who fo-
cused her campaign on 
pledging to investigate 
doctors who refused to 
administer anti-parasitic 
drug ivermectin to treat 
COVID-19 patients -- fin-
ished third with 25.4% of 
the vote.

In Wisconsin’s 3rd House 
District, where four candi-
dates vied to replace retiring 
Rep. Ron Kind, Derrick Van 
Orden, who narrowly lost 
to Kind in 2020, ran unop-
posed for the Republican 
nomination.

Minnesota
Voters in Minnesota si-

multaneously cast ballots in 
a special election Tuesday to 
decide who will finish out 

the term of Republican Rep. 
Jim Hagedorn, who died of 
cancer in February, and who 
will be on the ballot for No-
vember’s general election.

Republican state Rep. 
Brad Finstad garnered 76% 
of the vote to move onto the 
November election, while 
Democrat Jeff Ettinger, the 
former chief executive of 
Hormel Foods, also ad-
vanced with 92.1% of the 
vote.

Former state Sen. Scott 
Jensen emerged victorious 
winning 89.3% of the vote 
in the Republican guber-
natorial primary to select a 
candidate to oppose Dem-
ocratic incumbent Gov. 
Tim Walz, who breezed to 
a victory in the Democratic 
primary with 96.5% of the 
vote.

Jensen, a physician, 
has spoken out against 
COVID-19 vaccines and 
other efforts to curb the 
spread of the virus through-
out his campaign. He has 
also suggested he’d support 
prosecuting Minnesota’s 
Democratic secretary of 
state over phony conspiracy 
claims related to the 2020 
elections.

Incumbent Democratic 
Rep. Ilhan Omar emerged 
victorious from a tight race 
with former Minneapolis 
City Council member Don 
Samuels, who worked to 
defeat an effort to replace 
the Minneapolis police de-
partment in 2021 following 
the police killing of George 
Floyd.

Omar won 50.3% of the 
vote to maintain her seat, 
while Samuels garnered 
48.2%.

Connecticut
Republican National 

Committee member Leora 
Levy won Connecticut’s 
Republican Senate primary 
with 50.4% of the vote after 
receiving an endorsement 
from Trump.

“Thank you, Connecti-
cut!” she said in a celebra-
tory note posted to Twitter

The former president 
broke with the GOP estab-
lishment in backing Levy, 
who he chose to be his am-
bassador to Chile although 
she was never confirmed by 
the Senate.
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Voters in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Connecticut and Vermont took to the polls in primary 
races Tuesday. File Photo by Bob Strong/UPI

Kevin,Respiratory Therapy Student
Class of 2023

Fall classes start
August 18.
Enroll today!

(252) 618-6526
admissions@edgecombe.edu
edgecombe.edu/future

Train for the Job You Want
•  Job Skills Training
•  Free Tuition & Fees for 
 Qualified Students
•  Small Classes
•  Personal Attention
•  Guaranteed Transfer 
 Options

FEB. 8, 2022  |  1 – 4 P.M.

Funding, Finance and the  
Future of Transportation 

Infrastructure Webinar: Part 2
ATTENTION

SMALL, WOMEN- AND 
MINORITY-OWNED 

BUSINESSES

SCAN TO REGISTER 
or contact the NCDOT  

Business Opportunity and  
Workforce Development  

Office at 984-236-1234 or 
bowd@ncdot.gov.

Join local leaders as they share what the 
federal infrastructure bill and state budget 

mean for your business.

OTHERS INVITED!
Included is a roundtable discussion with 

subject matter experts: Tammie Hall,  
Joni Robbins and Lisa Wilson

SPEAKERS

Tunya Smith 
NCDOT

Ebony Pittman 
NCDOT

Tammie Hall
NCDOA

Representative 
Zack Hawkins

State Senator  
Natalie Murdock

Beau Mills
Metro Mayors Coalition



Sponsored by Inner-City Return Service
Local detainees

DEONQUEEZE LA VONTA BEST
BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY
OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY

DARYL WAYNE DUNLOW
PWISD METHAMPHETAMINE — FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION — MISDEMEANOR

SABRENA DENISE BOLDEN
FIRST DEGREE ARSON — FELONY
INJURY TO REAL PROPERTY — MISDEMEANOR

TYRONE EVANS
FTA-OBTAIN PROP FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY

JENSY EDGARDO CACERES-FLORES
FLEE/ELUDE ARREST W/MV (F) — FELONY
RECKLESS DRIVING TO ENDANGER — MISDEMEANOR
NO OPERATORS LICENSE — MISDEMEANOR
OPEN CONT AFTER CONS ALC 1ST — MISDEMEANOR
RESISTING PUBLIC OFFICER — MISDEMEANOR
DRIVING WHILE IMPAIRED — MISDEMEANOR

TAYLOR JACKSON HARRIS
PAROLE VIOLATION — FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
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Stars react to Olivia Newton-John’s death:  
‘Your impact was incredible’

By Justin Klawans
UPI

The entertainment world 
is paying tribute to actress 
and singer Olivia New-
ton-John, who died Monday 
at age 73.

“Olivia has been a sym-
bol of triumphs and hope 
for over 30 years sharing 
her journey with breast 
cancer,” Easterling wrote in 
Instagram in announcing 
her death on Monday.

An outpouring of trib-
utes followed for the Brit-
ish-Australian performer 
known for her iconic role 
in Grease.

John Travolta, New-
ton-John’s co-star in the 
1978 smash hit musical, 
expressed his love for her in 
a statement.

“My dearest  Olivia , 
you made all of our lives 
so much better,” Travolta 
wrote. “Your impact was 
incredible. I love you so 
much. We will see you down 
the road and we will all be 
together again. Yours from 
the first moment I saw you 
and forever!”

While Newton-John 
was an established singer 
by the time of Grease, the 
musical helped to cement 
her superstar status in the 

United States, and the film’s 
soundtrack remains one of 
the best-selling albums of 
all time.

Grease co-star Barry 
Pearl remembered New-
ton-John during an ap-
pearance on the Australian 
morning program The To-
day Show.

“Everything sounds so 
trite when you discuss who 
she is and what she was, 
but it is because it’s so pro-
foundly true,” Pearl said. 
“She embodied all those 
things, just simply a heart 
that was so giving and lov-
ing.”

In that same interview, 
Grease director Randal 
Kleiser described New-
ton-John as coming across 
“exactly the way the is on 
film. I mean, that’s the way 
she was. She was always 
smiling...she was always 
just giving love and life to 
everybody.”

Barbra Streisand said 
on Instagram that New-
ton-John was “too young to 

leave this world.”
“May she RIP,” Streisand 

added.
Actor George Takei, who 

also recently penned a trib-
ute to his late Star Trek co-
star Nichelle Nichols, called 
Newton-John “a great, icon-
ic artist.”

“I trust she is now in 

the great Xanadu beyond,” 
Takei said. “Know that we 
are forever hopelessly de-
voted to you, Olivia. Rest in 
song and mirth.”

Her death was particu-
larly mourned in Australia, 
where Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese tweeted that 
Newton-John was “a star” 

and “a bright, joyful glow 
in our lives.”

“From the moment we 
saw her, she was a warm, 
enduring presence and her 
voice became a big part of 
the Australian soundtrack,” 
Albanese wrote. “Above all 
she was a wonderful, gen-
erous person.”

Olivia Newton-John arrives on the red carpet before a screening of the film “A Few Best 
Men” during the Rome International Film Festival in 2011. File Photo by David Silpa/UPI

‘Magnum P.I.’ star Roger E. Mosley dies
By Darryl Coote

UPI

Veteran actor Roger E. 
Mosley, who is best known 
for his role as Theodore 
“T.C.” Calvin in Magnum, 
P.I., has died, his daughter 
said. He was 83.

Mosley died Sunday at 
Los Angeles’ Cedars Sinai 
Medical Center from inju-
ries he sustained in a car 
crash, his daughter, Ch-a 

Mosley, told The Hollywood 
Reporter.

“We could never mourn 
such an amazing man,” Ch-a 
said in a message about her 
father’s death on Facebook. 
“He would HATE any cry-
ing done in his name. It is 
time to celebrate the legacy 
he left for us all. I love you, 
daddy.”

Mosley was involved 
in a car crash last week 
that left him paralyzed 

from the shoulders down 
and in critical condition, 
Ch-a said in a post pub-
lished over the weekend. 
Further specifics about 
the  incident  were  not 
released.

Mosley starred alongside 
Tom Selleck in the 1980s 
TV show Magnum, P.I. 
and has some 70 acting 
credits during a career that 
spanned six decades to his 
name, according to IMDB. 

His last credited role was 
performing as John Booky 
in a remake of his iconic 
show.

Actor, producer, screen-
writer and author Tina An-
drews mourned Mosley’s 
passing online, calling him 
a friend who was loved and 
will be missed.

“What a sweet man, and 
a fine actor who gave great 
parties,” she tweeted. “RIP, 
Roger.”

2839 Charles Boulevard, Greenville  
252-214-7500  |  TowneBank.com  |  Member FDIC

That’s what TowneBank is all 

about – making a genuine 

difference in people’s lives.

Serving Others.
Enriching Lives.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  
UTILITIES COMMISSION RALEIGH

DOCKET NO. G-9, SUB 811

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the North Carolina Utilities Commission has 
scheduled a public hearing to conduct an annual review of the cost of natural 
gas supply, storage and transportation for Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. 
(Piedmont). The public hearing has been scheduled for Tuesday, October 4, 2022, 
at 10:00 a.m., in Commission Hearing Room 2115, Dobbs Building, 430 North 
Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Carolina. The hearing is being held pursuant to 
the provisions of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 62-133.4(c) and Commission Rule R1-17(k)(6) 
for the purpose of comparing Piedmont’s prudently-incurred gas costs with costs 
recovered from all of the utility’s customers served during the test period. Public 
witness testimony will be received in accordance with Commission Rule R1-21(g).

Piedmont filed testimony relating to the subject matter of this hearing on 
August 1, 2022. Further information may be obtained from the Office of the 
Chief Clerk, North Carolina Utilities Commission, 430 North Salisbury Street, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, where a copy of Piedmont’s testimony is available 
for review by the public. Also, documents can be viewed on the Commission’s 
website at www.ncuc.net.

The Public Staff is authorized by statute to represent consumers in proceedings 
before the Commission. Correspondence regarding the annual review proceeding 
and the hearing thereon should be directed to the Public Staff and should include 
any information which the writer wishes to be considered by the Public Staff 
in its investigation of the matter. Such statements should be addressed to Mr. 
Christopher J. Ayers, Executive Director, Public Staff, 4326 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4300.

The Attorney General is also authorized by statute to represent consumers in 
proceedings before the Commission. Statements to the Attorney General should 
be addressed to The Honorable Josh Stein, Attorney General, c/o Consumer 
Protection- Utilities, 9001 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-
9001. Written statements may be emailed to utilityAGO@ncdoj.gov.

Written statements are not evidence unless the writers appear at a public hearing 
and testify concerning the information contained in their written statements.
 
Persons desiring to intervene in this proceeding as formal parties should file a 
petition to intervene pursuant to Commission Rules R1-5 and R1-19 on or before 
Monday, September 19, 2022. Such petitions should be filed with the Chief Clerk 
of the North Carolina Utilities Commission, 4325 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, 
North Carolina 27699-4300. The direct testimony and exhibits of expert witnesses 
to be presented by intervenors should also be filed with the Commission on or 
before Monday, September 19, 2022.

This the 4th day of August, 2022.

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

Erica N. Green, Deputy Clerk

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

 In the Matter of
Application of Piedmont Natural Gas 
Company, Inc., for Annual Review of Gas 
Costs Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 62-133.4(c) and
Commission Rule R1-17(k)(6)
                 

)
)
)
)

PUBLIC NOTICE

When you’re little, the world is just a little bit bigger. It’s a place with
room for infinite possibilities, where imagination is the only thing 
that stands between you and your dreams. At the North Carolina 
Education Lottery, we believe that’s the way it should be. Which is 
why we’re proud to have provided more than 12,000 students with 
free Pre-K last year. The more support our students have at the 
start, the further they can go to make their dreams a reality.

Visit NCLottery.com to learn more.
MUST BE 18 TO PLAY. Problem Gambling Helpline: 877-718-5543.

Big Dreams
Start Small.

Prepare for an in-demand job in ONE year or LESS 
 

at Martin Community College 
Learn more at www.martincc.edu,  

or email admissions@martincc.edu, or call 252-789-0268 

MCC has organized 45 certificate pathways into short-term, credential-
producing, segments of training that qualify for “Career in a Year” fund-
ing. This funding pays tuition and fees! Registration for the fall semester 
is underway. Most classes start August 18.  

Martin Community College is committed to an environment that embraces diversity, respects the 
rights of all individuals, is open and accessible, and is free of harassment and discrimination. 

Accounting and Finance Certificate 
Air Conditioning, Heating, & Refrigeration Certificates (4) 
Applied Engineering Technology Certificates (2) 
Apprentice Line Technician Academy (ALT) 
Automotive Systems Technology Certificates (2) 
Basic Law Enforcement Training (BLET) Starts Aug. 29 
Business Admin. Management/Supervision Certificate 
Criminal Justice Technology Certificates (2) 
Early Childhood Education Certificate 
Electrical Systems Technology Certificates (4) 
Emergency Medical Technician (A&B) 
Entrepreneurship Certificate 
Equine Certificate 
Firefighter Academy 
Health Care Activity Director  
Industrial Systems Technology Certificates (3) 
Information Technology (computers) Certificates (4) 
Manicuring/Nail Technology Certificate 
Medical Assisting Certificate 
Medical Office Administration Certificates (2) 
Nurse Aide (I & II) 
Orthopedic Technology Certificate 
Paramedic 
Pharmacy Technician 
Phlebotomy Technician 
Public Safety Administration Certificates (3) 
Welding (2) 

Call 252-789-0268  or email admissions@martincc.edu to 
get started! Visit the MCC website at www.martincc.edu 
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Aubrey Plaza says she was mistaken  
for new Tomb Raider on ‘Fallon’

By Justin Klawans
UPI

Actress Aubrey Plaza 
appeared on The Tonight 
Show Starring Jimmy Fallon 
to talk about her upcoming 
projects and revealed a sur-

prising connection to the 
Tomb Raider franchise.

The Wilmington, Del., 
native went on the show 
Monday night, primarily 
to promote her upcoming 
crime drama film Emily the 
Criminal.

Plaza described Emily 
the Criminal as a film about 
“a woman...who becomes a 
criminal” with heavy stu-
dent loans.

“She’s kind of drowning 
in debt, she has a criminal 
record,” Plaza said of her 

character. “But she can’t 
get a job, and she’s basically 
tipped off to do this illegal 
crime thing, like a scam, 
kind of thing...and she finds 
out she’s kind of good at it.”

The role features Plaza in 
a number of action scenes. 

When Fallon asked if Plaza 
would ever consider being 
in additional action-based 
roles, the actress revealed 
that her part in Emily the 
Criminal had actually got-
ten her mistaken for anoth-
er iconic character.

After a recent appearance 
on the cover of MovieMak-
er magazine, Plaza said 
her friend, director Edgar 
Wright, “saw [the cover] 
and texted me and said, ‘Oh 
my god, you’re the new Lara 
Croft? You’re the new Tomb 
Raider?’”

“And I was like, ‘No Ed-
gar, that’s my movie Emily 
the Criminal,’ and he gen-
uinely thought I was cast as 
the new Tomb Raider,” Plaza 
added. “And then I looked 
it up, and they are casting 
this role right now, and I 
was like, ‘Well there you go. 
I’m the new Tomb Raider, 
whatever.’”

Plaza also spoke about 

filming the highly anticipat-
ed second season of HBO’s 
drama The White Lotus, in 
which she will guest star. It 
comes out in October.

When Fallon read HBO’s 
description of Plaza’s White 
Lotus character -- “a wom-
an on vacation with her 
husband and his friends” 
-- Plaza said that she was 
“playing against type.”

“I would never do that,” 
Plaza joked about going on 
vacation. “I would never.”

Plaza said she had ended 
up in the series due to her 
long friendship with show 
creator Mike White.

The second season of 
The White Lotus was shot 
primarily in Italy, and Plaza 
said she had been in the 
country for nearly a year, 
shooting The White Lo-
tus and an upcoming film 
directed by her husband, 
Jeff Baena, called Spin Me 
Round.

Lady Gaga confirms 
she will co-star in 

‘Joker’ sequel
By Karen Butler

UPI
Singer, songwriter and 

actress Lady Gaga has con-
firmed on social media that 
she will co-star with Os-
car-winning actor Joaquin 
Phoenix in the upcoming 
Joker sequel.

S h e  p o s t e d  T hu r s -
day: “Joker: Folie a Deux. 
10.04.24.”

The message accompa-
nied a brief animated video 
with the film’s title, release 
date and the words, “Phoe-

nix” and “Gaga.”
The clip, which shows 

silhouettes of the two stars 
dancing, is set to the tune, 
“Cheek to Cheek.”

The villainous title char-
acter from DC Comics can 
also be heard laughing om-
inously in the background.

The post has gotten near-
ly 5 million views since it 
was shared.

Folie a Deux is the sequel 
to 2019’s Joker.

Director Todd Phillips is 
returning for the followup.

Steve Martin hints at 
retirement after ‘Only 

Murders in the Building’ role
By UPI

Steve Martin said he will 
likely begin slowing his 
career and heading toward 
retirement and isn’t plan-
ning to take on any more 
roles after Only Murders in 
the Building.

Besides starring in the 
Hulu hit series with Martin 
Short and Selena Gomez, 
Martin, 76, is on a nation-
wide tour with Short doing a 
live comedy show called You 
Won’t Believe What They 
Look Like Today!

In an interview with The 
Hollywood Reporter pub-
lished Wednesday, Martin 
said that after the show, he 
likely won’t seek out any 
new projects.

“When this show is done, 
I’m not going to seek others. 

I’m not going to seek other 
movies. I don’t want to do cam-
eos. This is, weirdly, it,” he said.

Meanwhile, a two-part 
documentary on Martin’s 
life is heading for Apple 
TV. It will be directed and 
produced by Oscar winner 
Morgan Neville.

Only Murders in the Build-
ing, streaming its second sea-
son, has been nominated for 
17 Primetime Emmy Awards 
-- including three for Martin 
-- and has been renewed for a 
third season.

Martin is also publishing 
his 12th book, Number One Is 
Walking: My life in the Movies 
and Other Diversions.

Martin told THR he 
wants to spend more time 
in New York, where he has 
a 9-year-old daughter with 
his wife, Anne Stringfield.

WOMEN- AND MINORITY-OWNED BUSINESSES

SCAN TO REGISTER 
or contact the NCDOT  

Business Opportunity and  
Workforce Development  

Office at 984-236-1234 or 
bowd@ncdot.gov.

AUGUST 17, 2022  |  1–3 P.M.

5938 Julian Airport Road
Liberty, NC 27298 

Join NCDOT, Toyota and Ames Construction to 
discuss contracting opportunities available during 

construction of Toyota’s first hybrid battery 
manufacturing plant in North Carolina.

Toyota Battery Plant Project— 
Small Business Incubator Launch

Creating Contracting 
Opportunities Together

Contracting opportunities and  
bid packages are available now!


