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BIDEN UNVEILS 3-PART PLAN TO FORGIVE 
$10,000 IN STUDENT LOAN DEBT

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

President Joe Biden announced 
his long awaited plan to tackle 
student loan debt on Wednesday, 
cancelling up to $20,000 of debt 
for those who received Pell Grants.

The president’s plan includes 
$10,000 in loan forgiveness for bor-
rowers who earn less than $125,000 
annually and did not receive Pell 
Grants.

The plan also extends the pause 

on federal student loan payments to 
Dec. 31, and allows undergraduate 
debt holders to cap repayment at 5% 
of their monthly income.

The plan will fully cancel stu-
dent debt for 20 million people, 
Biden said in his announcement 
Wednesday.

“That’s 20 million people who 
can start getting on with their lives,” 
Biden said. “All this means that 
people can finally start to crawl out 
from under that mountain of debt.”

The three parts of Biden’s plan in-

clude giving aid for COVID-19-re-
lated hardships, making the student 
loan system more manageable and 
reducing the cost of college and 
holding schools accountable when 
they hike tuition.

Biden said the plan will help as 
many as 43 million borrowers and 
entirely wipe away loan debts for 20 
million people.

The president has been on va-
cation for the past two weeks in 
South Carolina and Delaware. He 
returned to the White House late 

Wednesday morning.
“For too many, the cost of bor-

rowing for college is a lifelong 
burden,” the White House said in 
a statement ahead of Biden’s an-
nounement.

“Since 1980, the total cost of 
both four-year public and four-year 
private college has nearly tripled, 
even after accounting for inflation. 
Federal support has not kept up,” it 
added. “Pell Grants once covered 

See LOANS, page 4

Florida Democrat 
on track to become 
first from Gen Z in 

Congress
By Sheri Walsh 

UPI

Generation Z candidate Maxwell Frost won his 
Democratic primary in Florida on Tuesday and this 
fall, he could become the first of his generation to 
have a seat in Congress.

Frost, 25, is the projected Democratic challeng-
er in Florida’s 10th District after defeating party 
establishment candidate and state Sen. Randolph 
Bracy and a crowded field of eight other candidates.

“We won! Thank you so much to all of our 
supporters, endorsers, volunteers and staff,” Frost 
tweeted Tuesday. “We won because of our message: 
Love. That no matter who you are, you deserve 
healthcare, a livable wage, and to live free from 
gun violence.

“We made history tonight.”
Born in 1997, Frost had just met requirements 

to run for a seat in the House. Lawmakers in 

Rep. Scott Perry sues DOJ to 
block search of his cellphone

By Doug Cunningham 
UPI

Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa., has 
filed a federal lawsuit in a bid 
to force the Justice Depart-
ment to return cellphone data 
and other property seized 
during the execution of a 
warrant on Aug. 9. The suit 
also seeks to stop the govern-
ment from reviewing the data 
seized in the court-approved 
search.

Perry’s suit said he antici-
pates a second search warrant 
and therefore is asking the 
federal court to block the 
Justice Department from 
“obtaining records and other 
information associated with 
the cellular phone that is with-
in the possession, custody and 
control of AT&T.”

Perry, a Trump ally, has 
refused to comply with a sub-

poena from the Jan. 6 House 
select committee investigating 
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the 
U.S. Capitol.

Acting under a court-ap-
proved search warrant, FBI 

agents seized the phone in 
New Jersey while Perry was 
on vacation. Perry’s suit said 
the FBI created a forensic 

See GEN Z, page 3See BLOCK, page 3

Rep. Scott Perry, R-Pa., at the U.S. Capitol in Washing-
ton, D.C., July 29, 2021. Perry has sued the Department 
of Justice to block the search of his cell phone contents. 
The FBI seized his phone using a search warrant signed 
by a judge Aug. 9. Photo by Bonnie Cash/UPI
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Massive disruptions, political divide are 
testing America’s resilience

By Harlan Ullman,  
Arnaud de Borchgrave Distin-

guished Columnist

America has had some close calls. 
After the Revolution and well into the 
19th century, while protected by two 
oceans, America remained vulnerable 
to outside interlopers from Europe.

The British burned Congress 
and the White House in the War of 
1812 and a war with British Canada 
loomed. The Civil War could have 
partitioned America at the Ma-
son-Dixon line. And if the Japanese 
generals guessed right and America 
had been shocked and awed into some 
form of forced peace following the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, America’s first 
language may not have been English.

Today, if the polls are accurate, over 
three-quarters of Americans believe 
the country is on the wrong track. A 
strong majority fear some form of a 
civil war will break out. Twenty-mil-
lion Americans believe that only vio-
lence will fix the broken government 
in Washington. And, for the first time 
in the history of polling, no former 
and current president, Congress, and 
the Supreme Court were concurrently 
ever held in such low standing and 
high disregard.

Abroad, America has taken on 
China and Russia as chief adversaries 
without necessarily remembering that 
two front conflicts are often lost. War 
warnings over Taiwan flitted across 
the media after two congressional 
delegations visited that island. And 
the war in Ukraine risks expanding 
beyond those borders.

Right now, the 2024 presidential 
elections could be between two old 
men, one approaching 80 and the 
second well into that decade. No 
matter who wins control of Congress, 
geriatrics abound on both sides. 
While Congress “passed” significant 
legislation on semiconductor chips 

and science and on a partisan basis 
-- the oxymoronic named Inflation 
Reduction Act -- vitriol-filled politics 
show no sign of abating. Indeed, it’s 
quite the opposite as the November 
election approaches.

Perhaps one of the most sinister 
warnings is not that both parties 
violently disagree on virtually every-
thing. It is that each views the other 
as evil. Regardless of whether the Jan. 
6 hearings in Congress and the inves-
tigations in Georgia and New York on 
possible crimes committed by former 
President Donald Trump, intensified 
by the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago, 
lead to indictments, the prospect of 
a former president standing trial and 
possibly running for re-election in 
jail is perhaps too bizarre for even a 
Hollywood movie.

However, that the Trump Corp.’s 
chief financial officer has plead-
ed guilty to various crimes, as did 
Trump’s personal attorney Michael 
Cohen and that Rudy Giuliani is un-
der investigation is not good news for 
the former president.

America has been in trouble be-
fore. But never has that trouble come 
when the globe has been under so 
many simultaneous attacks of massive 
disruptions caused by nature, includ-
ing pandemics, natural disasters and 
violent weather extremes, concurrent-
ly with great power rivalries having 
no obvious off-ramps to prevent 
catastrophe. The last such rivalries 
brought World War I.

Yet, no serious elected leader has 
publicly acknowledged these dan-
gers to the nation or acted to prevent 
them. Most White Houses work on 
the principle that bad news is a dish 
that should rarely leave the kitchen. 
In an election year, the opposition 
will elevate bad news to deafening 
proportions in eviscerating the ad-
ministration. In this process, allega-
tions need not respect truth or fact 
in condemning the other side -- a 

further aberration of current Amer-
ican politics.

That a majority of Republicans still 
assert the 2020 presidential election 
was stolen is no more surprising 
than the significant number of Senate 
Republicans who disdain Trump in 
private while support and even praise 
him in public.

If one were Russian President 
Vladimir Putin with his KGB instincts 
or Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
his Sun Tzu genes, exploiting these 
conditions should be no surprise. 
Misinformation, disinformation, 
propaganda and “deep fakes” are very 
much in evidence to weaken a “decay-
ing and corrupt America.” Vladimir 
Lenin had it right. “Give the capitalists 
[i.e., America] enough rope and they 
will hang themselves with it.”

Are conditions that hopeless? After 
all, anyone betting against Ameri-
ca would have lost all, or most, of 
their wagers. The nation has proven 
its resilience many times. After the 
1918-20 Spanish flu and World War 
I, the nation embarked on the great-
est economic boom in its history, 
although that ended abruptly with 
the 1929 crash.

One grim prospect: Imagine hun-
dreds of Jan. 6-like attacks to destroy, 
occupy or damage local, state and 
federal buildings and offices over the 
coming months or years. And then 
ask why this will not happen. You 
cannot.

Harlan Ullman is senior adviser 
at Washington’s Atlantic Council, the 
prime author of “shock and awe” and 
author of “The Fifth Horseman and 
the New MAD: How Massive Attacks 
of Disruption Became the Looming 
Existential Danger to a Divided Na-
tion and the World at Large.” Follow 
him @harlankullman.

The views and opinions expressed in 
this commentary are solely those of 
the author.

Pelosi’s Taiwan-China Miscalculation
House Speaker Nancy 

Pelosi strutted and clucked 
during her trip to Taiwan, 
insinuating the United States 
would come to their (Tai-
wan’s) rescue if China at-
tacked, which would be a 
stupendous, irresponsible 
blunder. Moreover, it gra-
tuitously compounded the 
risk of a catastrophic Unit-
ed States war with China. 
Alternatively, the House 
speaker’s triumphal words 
might provoke a Chinese 
attack on Taiwan from which 
the United States has to avoid 
the risk of nuclear extinction, 
leaving Taiwan in the lurch.

Pelosi’s in-your-face visit 
to Taiwan was reminiscent 
of Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton’s conquistador-like 
war against Libya in 2011 
turned a nation that had 
renounced weapons of mass 
destruction into a wilderness 
and its leader, Muammar 
Gaddafi, into a corpse. Clin-
ton engineered a so-called 
pivot to Asia to encircle 
China and assert domination 
in the South China Sea and 
China’s traditional sphere of 
influence corresponding to 
the two-centuries-old Mon-
roe Doctrine, which asserts 
a United States sphere of 
interest over the Caribbean 
and South America.

Contrary to Pelosi, the 
United States has no national 
security interest in defending 
Taiwan from an attack by 
China. Indeed, that is why 
the Taiwan Defense Treaty 
was revoked in 1980, diplo-
matic relations with Taiwan 
were severed in 1979 and the 
United States acquiesced in 
the expulsion of Taiwan from 
the United Nations Security 

Council and General As-
sembly in 1971. Moreover, 
for more than 40 years since 
the termination of the treaty, 
neither the president nor 
Congress has ever champi-
oned its rebirth.

China is not an existential 
threat to the United States, 
with or without Taiwan. 

Its military 
strengths 
are  ane-
mic com-
pared with 
America’s 
multitril-
lion-dol-
lar mili-
t a r y - i n -
d u s t r i a l 
s e c u r i t y 

state.
Their aircraft carriers are 

emblematic compared with 
the United States, which has 
11 in active service. China 
has three inferior carriers 
to the American variety. 
China has not triumphed 
in international warfare for 
more than a century. It was 
smartly defeated in its border 
war with Vietnam in 1979. 
The United States has encir-
cled China with the Quad: 
Japan, Australia, India, and 
The United States. That de 
facto alliance against China 
would be the equivalent of 
a Chinese alliance against 
the United States featuring 
Mexico, Canada, and Cuba. 
The latter would assuredly 
provoke a sequel to the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis.

The United States has en-
circled China with the Quad: 
Japan, Australia, India and 
The United States. That de 
facto alliance against China 
would be the equivalent of 

a Chinese alliance against 
the United States featuring 
Mexico, Canada and Cuba. 
The latter would assuredly 
provoke a sequel to the Cu-
ban missile crisis.

Notwithstanding the 
House speaker’s juvenile 
bravado and President Joe 
Biden’s unconstitutional pro-
nouncements that he would 
defend Taiwan against Chi-
nese aggression, the United 
States will balk and betray 
the Taiwanese. Again, the 
light of experience is evident.

In 1956, the United States 
fomented a Hungarian rev-
olution against the Soviet 
Union. When Soviet forces 
invaded, the United States 
stood idly by like a spectator. 
The price Hungarians paid 
for our reckless encourage-
ment was 2,500 dead and 
20,000 wounded. The Unit-
ed States, under President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, a 
military hero, would not risk 
war with the Soviet Union 
to deliver Hungary from its 
communist yolk.

After the first Persian 
Gulf War, President George 
H.W. Bush exhorted Marsh 
Arabs to revolt against Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 
They did and were slaugh-
tered and pauperized. Some 
30,000-60,000 died, and their 
lands were decimated. The 
United States did nothing 
to interfere with the Iraqi 
dictator’s massacre.

Furthermore, contrary to 
Biden and Pelosi, Section 3C 
of the Taiwan Relations Act 
entrusts Congress with the 
responsibility of deciding 
whether the United States 
should go to war to defend 
Taiwan from a Chinese at-

tack. There is zero prob-
ability that Congress will 
declare war on Taiwan. It 
has shied from declaring war 
for more than 80 years since 
Pearl Harbor. It refused to 
entertain President Barack 
Obama’s plea for a declara-
tion of war against Syria to 
retaliate for President Bashar 
Assad’s suspected illegal use 
of chemical weapons to sup-
press a domestic insurrec-
tion. Despite the high-octave 
braggadocio from several 
members of Congress, none 
has sponsored legislation 
making it the policy of the 
United States to defend Tai-
wan militarily from Chi-
nese aggression. Neither 
has Biden requested such 
legislation.

It is dubious whether Chi-
na could conquer Taiwan on 
its own. However, superiority 
in numbers or weapons does 
not guarantee victory. Think 
of the Soviet Union in Af-
ghanistan, the United States 
in Vietnam and Russia in 
Ukraine. What is decisive is 
a willingness to fight and die 
for your country.

Finally, a Chinese occu-
pation of Taiwan would be 
self-defeating. Local upris-
ings against Chinese tyranny 
would be chronic and costly 
to suppress, as with the So-
viet Union in Central and 
Eastern Europe during the 
Cold War. Territorial expan-
sion often weakens rather 
than strengthens. Russia’s 
annexation of Crimea and 
occupation of Chechnya 
have proven stupendous 
economic albatrosses, and 
both have proven feath-
erweights in Russia’s war 
against Ukraine.

Your Right to Vote 
Is Not Tied To A 
Political Party

By Dr. John E. Warren, Publisher
San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper

It appears that our recent discussions about 
the importance of each of us becoming Reg-
istered Voters and using our right to vote 

has been taken by some as an endorsement of a 
political party preference, as a necessity to voting. 
For the record, there is no constitutional require-
ment of a political party affiliation as a condition 
of voting. One only has to declare a party affiliation 
in states requiring such affiliation for voting Dem-
ocratic or Republican in primary races. While the 
Democratic and Republican parties are dominant 
political entities, in the State of California there 
are more Independent registered voters than Re-
publicans. There are also other parties that many 
of you have heard of, such as Libertarian.

We have focused on the Republican Party as 
a threat to Democracy because of their national 
efforts to impose voter suppression in states where 
they have intentionally made it more difficult to 
vote. The Republican Party has systematically 
redrawn election districts so as to weaken or 
neutralize the Black vote with the intention of 
limiting Blacks and other people of color from 
gaining political office.

Those who are in office make policy, as we have 
seen with the removal of ballot boxes, the elim-
ination of Voting Precincts so as to make lines 
longer and to create more difficulty for voters, the 
passing of laws prohibiting giving people in voting 
lines food or water while they wait to vote, and 
in some places the elimination of Sunday voting. 
The Republicans, under the leadership of Senator 
Mitch Mc Connell, has voted against every bill 
passed by the House of Representatives to bring 
relief to the American people in such areas as 
reducing the cost of prescription draws, restoring 
the Voting Rights Act provisions struck down by 
the Supreme Court in 2013, and the restoration 
of the protections lost under the recent Roe vs. 
Wade Supreme Court Decision on Abortion 
Rights. Former President Trump and those who 
rally around him have become the party of those 
who would reduce or eliminate rights that so many 
have fought and died for.

But be not mistaken, the Democratic Party, 
while it has worked long and hard to restore and 
protect the kind of gains we have seen under 
President Biden, still have not done as much as it 
could for the people who put him in office. With-
out the Black vote, there would be no President 
Joe Biden. Yet he did not move to sign Executive 
Orders to fight

Voter Suppression as he did with great speed 
to help overcome or provide protections available 
to him after the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe 
vs.Wade.

For those who register to vote in the coming 
General Election, one may register as an Indepen-
dent and still vote on November 8th. This time, 
it’s the Democratic Party which is the lesser of the 
two evils. Therefore, we need Democrats to keep 
control of the Senate and we need Democratic 
members elected to Congress to keep control of 
that body since all the legislation geared to the 
needs of everyday people are coming from the 
Democrats at this time.

Let’s stop looking for excuses for not registering 
or preparing to vote and look at what we need and 
want in elected officials at all levels during the 
next two years. Without a vote, needs and wants 
don’t count.

ARMSTRONG
WILLIAMS
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the lower chamber must 
be at least 25 when they 
are sworn in. Those born 
between 1997 and 2012 
are considered members of 
Gen Z.

If he wins in Novem-
ber, Frost will  become 
the youngest member of 
Congress. Presently, the 
youngest is 27-year-old Rep. 
Madison Cawthorn, R-N.C., 
who lost his primary earlier 
this year.

Polling and politicians 
believe that Frost can win 
the general election in No-
vember when he will face 
Republican military veteran 
Calvin Wimbish. The Or-
lando-based seat, formerly 
held by Democratic Rep. 
Val Demings, is a predom-
inately Democratic district. 
Demings gave up the seat to 
run for the Senate.

Frost also has a number 
of key national endorse-
ments from progressive 
leaders, including Sens. 
Bernie Sanders and Eliz-
abeth Warren. He’s also 
surpassed other candidates 
in fundraising.

Frost has leveraged his 
young age to campaign on 
issues including the Green 
New Deal, Medicare for all, 
student debt cancellation 
and gun control.

“Our generation has been 
born into a lot of trauma and 
a lot of civil unrest around 
people being frustrated with 
things,” Frost told NPR. 
“And I think because of that, 
our generation naturally 
thinks about things in a bit 
of a different way.”

Frost is Black and Latino, 
a combination that’s rare 
in a member of Congress. 
Frost was adopted, did not 
finish college, does not 
come from wealth and has 
never held office. Instead, 

he’s spent time volunteer-
ing in the community and 
speaking out about abor-
tion rights and gun control, 
while driving for Uber to 
make ends meet.

“I quit my job to do this. 
I drive Uber to pay my bills. 
It’s a sacrifice to be hon-
est,” Frost said according 
to Politico. “But I’m doing 
it because I can’t imagine 
myself not doing anything 
but fixing the problems we 
have right now.”

Frost is an ACLU ac-
tivist and was the national 
organizing director for the 
March for Our Lives, a stu-
dent-led demonstration in 
Washington, D.C., to sup-
port gun reform legislation.

“As a young man, I expe-
rienced police abuse first-
hand and saw my communi-
ty ravaged by gun violence. 
And I’ve experienced how 
working people and people 
of color are unjustly mar-
ginalized and left behind in 

our society,” Frost wrote on 
his website.

Frost said he decided 
to get into politics when 
he was 15 after the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
shooting and organized an 
“end gun violence” drive. 
He said he decided to run 
for Congress after meeting 
his biological mother, who 
told him she gave him up 
for adoption because she 
struggled with addiction, 
crime and poverty.

Frost, whose platform 
centers on “the future we 
deserve,” says it is time to 
elect younger leaders to give 
younger voters a voice in 
Washington.

“I just represent a new 
type of politics,” Frost said 
in his interview with NPR. 
“Yes we march, yes we en-
gage in mutual aid, yes we 
engage on social media.

“And now we’re running 
for office.”

copy of the phone and 
then returned the physical 
phone to Perry later that 
same day.

Perry said in his court 
filing that he requested 
the Justice Department 
not seek a second search 
warrant to review the data.

Instead, Perry said, he 
wants to review the infor-
mation and “cooperatively 
provide the government 
with whatever information 
they are seeking, so long as 
it did not infringe on the 
speech and debate clause, 
attorney-client privilege 
and other applicable priv-
ileges and protections.”

The Justice Department 
rejected that and proposed 
that they and Perry’s counsel 
would simultaneously re-

view the phone’s information 
and determine whether spe-
cific records are protected.

The speech and debate 
clause of the U.S. Consti-
tution limits legal action 
against members of Con-
gress related to their duties.

To obtain the search 
warrant that allowed the 
FBI to seize Perry’s phone, 
the judge who signed the 
warrant had to be con-
vinced there was probable 
cause that a crime had 
been committed.

The warrant used to 
seize the cellphone was 
signed by Magistrate Judge 
Susan Schwab in the Mid-
dle District of Pennsylva-
nia federal court.

Perry’s suit alleges that 
the Justice Department 
“has failed to establish by 
probable cause a sufficient 
nexus to any criminal con-
duct under investigation.”

Block
continued from page 1

Gen Z
continued from page 1

“I just represent a new type of politics,” Democratic U.S. House hopeful Maxwell Frost said. “Yes we march, yes 
we engage in mutual aid, yes we engage on social media. And now we’re running for office.” Photo courtesy 
Frost for Congress
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nearly 80% of the cost of 
a four-year public college 
degree for students from 
working families, but now 
only cover a third.”

The $10,000 figure would 
fulfill a campaign promise 
from Biden and mark the 
largest forgiveness of federal 
student loans per individual 
to date. It’s believed that 
canceling the debt will cost 
the government about $300 
billion.

Canceling $10,000 in 

debt for many working-class 
Americans with federal stu-
dent loans would settle the 
balances of about a third of 
borrowers and cut total debt 
by at least half for another 
20%, according to Depart-
ment of Education data.

As the White House has 
worked to formulate a plan, 

both advocates and oppo-
nents of wide-scale student 
loan forgiveness presented 
Biden with their pitches.

Senate Democratic lead-
er Chuck Schumer and Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
both spoke with White 
House Chief of Staff Ron 
Klain recently to request 
that significant amounts of 
debt be forgiven, the Post 
reported.

While canceling $10,000 
for many Americans satis-
fies a campaign promise for 
Biden, some progressive 
Democrats are likely to 
think that’s not enough.

Some have called for 
more debt to be canceled, 
with the NAACP pressing 
the administration to cancel 
up to $50,000 per borrower, 
citing higher loan burdens 
on Black Americans.

“$10,000 alone is meager, 
to say the least -- it won’t 
address the magnitude of 
the problem,” NAACP Pres-
ident Derrick Johnson said 
according to the Post.

However, wiping out too 
much student loan debt car-
ries with it an economic risk.

Lawrence Summers and 
Jason Furman -- prominent 
Democratic economists 
who served in prior admin-
istrations -- have argued 
that forgiving too much 
debt runs the risk of wors-
ening inflation, by increas-
ing spending -- an issue 
that Democrats are already 
facing ahead of the midterm 
elections in November.

Along with the inflation 
risk, Summers and Furman 
say Biden’s plan could end 
up mostly helping high-in-
come graduates who can af-
ford to pay their loans back.

“This is redistribution, 
and there’s nothing wrong 
with redistribution -- if 

it was from the middle to 
the bottom. Much of this 
is redistribution from the 
middle to the upper-mid-
dle,” Furman said.

A CNBC poll released 
Monday found that almost 
60% of Americans shared 
concern that student loan 
forgiveness could worsen 
inflation.

About 30% of respon-
dents said there should be 
no student loan forgiveness 
for anyone, while 32% were 
in favor of loan forgiveness 
for all who have student 
debt. A plurality, 34%, said 
that only those in need 
should have their loans 
forgiven.

Loans
continued from page 1
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Gunmakers settle civil lawsuit, agreeing to stop selling  
‘ghost gun’ parts in NYC

By Doug Cunningham 
UPI

Ranier Arms on Wednesday became the 
second gunmaker to settle a civil lawsuit 
by agreeing to stop sales of so-called ghost 
gun parts in New York City. The settlement 
comes on the same day a new federal law 
goes into effect regulating ghost gun parts 
like other firearms.

In the federal court civil settlement 
filed in the Southern District of New York 
Ranier agreed to permanently cease New 
York City sales of untraceable ghost gun 
parts like unfinished frames or receivers. 
Those parts will be removed from Ranier’s 
website under the agreement.

The new federal law effective Wednesday 
requires ghost gun assembly kit makers to 
include serial numbers and be federally 
licensed, run background checks and keep 
sales records as long as they stay in business.

Ranier Arms joins the Rock Slide gun-
maker based in North Carolina in reaching 
the settlement. Ranier specializes in AR-15 
and AR-10 style rifles.

The Rock Slide settlement said, “Defen-
dant Rock Side shall immediately perma-
nently cease, and is hereby permanently 
enjoined from, selling or otherwise dispos-
ing of unfinished frames or receivers to any 
resident of New York City.”

That settlement prohibits the company 
from delivering or shipping these parts to 
“any address located in New York City.” Set-
tlements with other gun makers named in 
New York City’s suit are expected to follow.

Using untraceable parts, guns can me 
made using 3D printers.

Between 2016 and 2021 the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives received more than 45,000 reports 
of privately made firearms recovered by 
authorities during criminal investigations.

A “ghost gun kit” at the White House in April 11, 2022. Ranier Arms agreed Wednes-
day to settle a NYC civil suit by ceasing sales of ghost gun parts in NYC. It came 
the same day as a new federal law regulating these parts like other firearms took 
effect. Photo by Chris Kleponis/UPI 

EX-LOUISVILLE OFFICER PLEADS GUILTY TO 
CONSPIRACY IN BREONNA TAYLOR KILLING

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

A former Kentucky police 
officer pleaded guilty Tuesday 
to conspiring to violate the civil 
rights of Breonna Taylor in the 
2020 search of her apartment 
in which she was fatally shot by 
police.

Former Louisville Metro Po-
lice Det. Kelly Hannah Goodlett, 
35, pleaded guilty to one count 
of conspiracy for allegedly help-
ing to falsify an affidavit for the 
search of Taylor’s home.

She is the first officer to be 
convicted in connection with 
Taylor’s death.

Goodlett faces a sentence of no 
more than five years in prison as 
well as up to a $250,000 fine and 
three years of supervised release. 
She is also barred from being able 
to work in law enforcement and 
forced to surrender her weapons.

Her sentencing is tentatively 
set for Nov. 22.

Goodlett and fellow former 
Louisville officers Brett Hank-
ison, Joshua Jaynes, and Kyle 
Meany, were arrested by the FBI 

on federal civil rights charges, 
which include conspiracy for 
some of the officers for actions 
the FBI says occurred after Tay-
lor’s death.

Prosecutors say that Good-
lett falsely claimed that a postal 
inspector had verified Taylor 
was receiving packages for her 
boyfriend at her apartment before 
police arrived. The postal inspec-
tor rejected the claim.

Jaynes and Meany face civil 
rights charges for the search and 
Goodlett is expected to serve as a 
star witness in their cases.

Former Trump 
campaign co-chair 

in Alabama charged 
with sex abuse

By Matt Bernardini
UPI

A former Alabama legislator who also served as state 
co-chair of Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign 
has been charged with first-degree sex abuse, police con-
firmed Wednesday.

Perry Hooper Jr., 67, was arrested Tuesday and booked 
into the Montgomery County Detention Facility on a 
$15,000 bond, according to NBC News.

The crime is alleged to have happened on Aug. 16 at 
the Hampton Inn & Suites Montgomery-Downtown. No 
details on the allegations were available.

Hooper, a Republican, served in the Alabama House of 
Representatives until 2003 and helped run Donald Trump’s 
state campaign in 2016.

“The Alabama Republican Party strongly condemns 
all forms sexual abuse and sexual assault,” the state GOP 
said in a statement.

Perry Hooper Jr., the former co-chair for Donald 
Trump’s campaign in Alabama, was charged with sex 
abuse on August 24. Photo courtesy of Perry O 
Hooper Jr./Twitter

Russian missile attack kills 22 at Ukraine 
railway station on Independence Day

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

A Russian missile strike killed 
at least 22 people and wounded 
50 others Wednesday at a railway 
station in central Ukraine as the 
country marked Independence Day, 
according to Ukraine President 
Volodymyr Zelensky.

“Rescuers are working,” Zelensky 
said in a video after the attack. “But, 
unfortunately, the number of dead 
may increase.”

Speaking remotely to the U.N. 
Secretary Council, Zelensky added 
“four passenger cars are burning.”

Wednesday’s attack took place as 
Ukrainians marked the 31st anniver-
sary of Ukraine’s independence from 
the Soviet Union and the six month 
anniversary of Russia’s invasion.

Ukrainian officials had expressed 
concerns about the heightened risk 
of Russian attacks this week with 
many cities banning large gather-
ings and ordering curfews.

“Terrorist Russia keeps killing 
Ukrainian civilians,” Ukraine gov-
ernment official Dmytro Kuleba 
tweeted before the death toll rose 
in the train attack. “Terrorist Rus-
sia must be stopped now before it 
kills more people in Ukraine and 
beyond.”

Ukrainian National Railways has 
not commented on Wednesday’s 
strike, which comes after a rocket 
killed more than 50 people in April 
at a crowded train station in Kra-
matorsk.

The railway has provided a vital 
evacuation route for millions of 

civilians and transported 100,000 
tons of humanitarian aid into 
Ukraine.

Earlier Wednesday, a rocket hit 
a house in Dnipropetrovsk killing 
an 11-year-old child, according to 
deputy head of the president’s office, 
Kyrylo Tymoshenko.

Before both attacks, Zelensky 
stood among burned-out Russian 
tanks in downtown Kyiv Wednes-
day saying Ukraine was a nation 
“reborn” in conflict as he commem-
orated the country’s independence 
and vowed to drive out Russian 
occupiers.

“You don’t want your soldiers to 

die? Free our lands,” Zelensky said. 
“You don’t want your mothers to 
cry? Free our lands. These are our 
simple and clear terms.”

In addition to warnings about 
Russian attacks on Ukraine’s Inde-
pendence Day, Wednesday’s deadly 
strike follows warnings about a pos-
sible revenge attack after Saturday’s 
car bombing in Moscow that killed 
the daughter of a staunch support-
er of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

Ukraine denied responsibility 
for the weekend attack, blaming it 
on “various political factions” in 
Russia.

A Russian missile strike killed at least 22 people at a railway station in 
the Chaplyn, Dnipropetrovsk region of Ukraine as the country marked 
Independence Day and six months of war. Photo courtesy of Dmytro 
Kuleba/Ukraine Foreign Ministry/Twitter
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Judge blocks federal rule that says Texas hospitals must 
perform emergency abortions

“It’s wrong, it’s backwards and women may 
die as a result,” the White House responded.

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

A federal judge on Wednesday tempo-
rarily blocked a legal effort by President Joe 
Biden’s administration that says hospitals in 
Texas must perform abortion services if the 
mother’s life is in danger.

The Health and Human Services Depart-
ment issued guidance in July that said hos-
pitals in Texas -- which has banned most 
abortions -- are bound by the mandate.

The department’s order came after the 
U.S. Supreme Court struck down legalized 
abortion nationwide and said dangerous 
abortions are protected by the Emergency 
Medical Treatment and Labor Act.

The state sued the department, arguing 
that the federal law states that those abor-
tions must be performed only if they don’t 
violate Texas law.

On Wednesday, U.S. District Judge 
James Wesley Hendrix said the department 
acted outside of its reach and blocked en-
forcement of the federal guidance.

“That guidance goes well beyond [the 
federal law’s] text, which protects both 

mothers and unborn children, is silent as 
to abortion, and preempts state law only 
when the two directly conflict,” Hendrix 
said according to The Guardian.

The Emergency Medical Treatment and 
Labor Act was enacted in 1986 and also re-
quires hospitals to give emergency medical 
care to patients in need without regard to 
their ability to pay.

The department argues that the federal 
law states that a doctor must ignore the 
well-being of the fetus if they initially de-
termine that it does not have an emergency 
medical condition.

Hendrix reasoned, however, that doctors 
have a responsibility to both the woman 
and her fetus during an emergency.

“Because the doctor has a duty to both, 
[the federal law] does not require the 
doctor to introduce an emergency med-
ical condition to one in order to stabilize 
the other,” Hendrix added, according to 
CNN.

“[It] does not say how to balance both 
interests. It leaves that determination to the 
doctor, who is bound by state law.”

Biden’s administration has made a num-
ber of moves to protect abortion at the fed-
eral level since the Supreme Court ruling, 
and the issue is expected to weigh heavily 

on the midterm elections in November.
“Today’s decision is a blow to Texans,” 

White House press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said in a statement Wednesday. 
“Women in Texas may now be denied 
this vital care -- even for conditions like 
severe hemorrhaging or life-threatening 
hypertension.

“It’s wrong, it’s backwards and women 

may die as a result. The fight is not over. 
The president will continue to push to re-
quire hospitals to provide life-saving and 
health-preserving reproductive care.”

Jean-Pierre also called for voters to elect 
more Democrats in November so that they 
have sufficient majorities in both houses of 
Congress to codify legalized abortion into 
federal law.

Women attend a candlelight vigil in Washington on June 26, two days after the 
U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe vs. Wade, ending federal abortion protec-
tions. Photo by Jemal Countess/UPI 

Magic mushrooms plus psychotherapy can quell heavy 
drinking, study shows

By Judy Packer-Tursman 
UPI

Adding psychedelics to psy-
chotherapy helped treat adults’ 
heavy drinking problem more 
than psychotherapy alone, a study 
published Wednesday says.

Giving high-dose psilocybin 
-- the psychedelic, mind-altering 
compound found in magic mush-
rooms -- twice to patients with al-
cohol use disorder, combined with 
psychotherapy, helped reduce the 
number of heavy drinking days 
more than a placebo medication 
and therapy.

And eight months after their 
first dose, 48% of the study’s par-
ticipants who received psilocybin 
stopped drinking completely.

That’s the gist of research find-
ings published in JAMA Psychi-
atry.

These results provide support 
for further study of psilocybin-as-
sisted treatment for alcohol use 

disorder, according to the research 
team led by Dr. Michael P. Bogen-
schutz, a professor in the Depart-
ment of Psychiatry at the NYU 
Grossman School of Medicine.

Bogenschutz also is director 
of the NYU Langone Center for 
Psychedelic Medicine, where he 
has studied psilocybin for the past 
decade.

The investigators said that 
although classic psychedelic med-
ications have shown promise in 
treating alcohol use disorder, the 
efficacy of psilocybin is just being 
studied now.

During a press conference in 
New York on Wednesday, Bo-
genschutz described alcohol use 
disorder as a very serious, under-
treated problem -- and said the 
effectiveness of current medica-
tions and psychotherapies, unlike 
psilocybin, tends to be minimal 
and don’t work for many patients.

He was joined at the press con-
ference by two study participants 

whose treatment with the new 
regimen was successful.

Jon Kostas, a middle-aged man 
who said he went to his first Al-
coholics Anonymous meeting at 
age 16 and described his drinking 
problem as treatment-resistant, 
said of the NYU psilocybin study: 
“It definitely affected my life. I 
think it saved my life.”

Paul Mavis, who said he’d been 
drinking for four decades, but 
decided he needed help in 2018, 
described his participation in the 
study as “a game changer in every 
single way.”

Neither had ever used psy-
chedelics, they said. And neither 
found the experience something 
they wanted to repeat.

“This was the exact opposite of 
a ‘high’ ... a very profound thing” 
that should be conducted under 
medical supervision, Mavis said.

“It’s tough work, and I think 
that’s why it works so well,” Kostas 
said of being treated with psilo-

cybin.
Psilocybin “definitely alters 

people’s subjective experience,” 
said lead researcher Bogenschutz. 
But this may be quite pleasant or 
highly disorienting.

“You can’t just say, ‘I want to 
feel good, I’m going to use psi-
locybin,’” he said. “It’s definitely 
strongly mind-altering, but not a 
‘feel-good’ drug.”

Other researchers are trying to 
determine the psychedelic sub-
stance’s usefulness in treatment 
for other woes.

In February, Johns Hopkins 
Medicine reported that two dos-
es of psilocybin was effective in 
easing the symptoms of major de-
pressive disorder for most patients 
for up to one year.

Johns Hopkins, which runs the 
Center for Psychedelic & Con-
sciousness Research, is recruiting 
for a new study to investigate 
whether psilocybin can help peo-
ple with depression who drink 

regularly.
The NYU-led study was a 

double-blind, randomized clinical 
trial offering participants 12 weeks 
of psychotherapy, and randomly 
assigning them to receive either 
psilocybin or diphenhydramine, 
an antihistamine medication, 
during two day-long medication 
sessions at weeks four and eight.

In the first session, people 
were given 25 milligrams per 70 
kilograms of psilocybin or 50 
mg. of diphenhydramine. In the 
second session, they received 25 
to 40 mg. per 70 kg. of psilocybin, 
or 50 to 100 mg. of diphenhydr-
amine.

Alongside this, they received 
motivational enhancement ther-
apy and cognitive behavioral 
therapy.

The investigators followed up 
with participants to assess their 
outcomes over a 32-week, dou-
ble-blind period after the first dose 
of medication.
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DUNCAN ALEXANDER ATSTUPENAS
LARCENY OF MOTER VEHICLE — FELONY
POSSESS STOLEN MOTOR VEHCILE — FELONY

RODNEY EDWARD EVANS
FTA ASSAULT SERIOUS BODILY INJURY — FELONY
FTA AWDW SERIOUS INJURY — FELONY
FTA ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — FELONY
FTA HABITUAL MISDEMEANOR ASSAULT — FELONY

VONITA MARIA STURGES
OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
FORGERY OF INSTRUMENT — FELONY
FTA-IDENTITY THEFT — FELONY
POSS CS PRISON/JAIL PREMISES — FELONY

FRUQUEZ VALSHOUN BEST
FAILURE TO REPRT NEW ADDRESS-SEX OFF — FELONY

CODY JAMES STRICKLAND
ASSAULT INFLICT SERIOUS INJ (M) — FELONY

ELIZABETH SPEIGHT PUGH
FAILURE TO APPEAR — FELONY
FTA-ATT OBTAIN PROP FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
FTA-COMMON LAW FORGERY — FELONY
FTA-OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY

KENNETH WILLIAM WEST III
BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY

JYQUERIUS DELSHON GRANT
FIRST DEGREE STATUTORY RAPE — FELONY

VIRGINIA ROSE POLLOCK
FTA-DWLR IMPAIRED REV —MISDEMEANOR
FTA-RECKLESS DRVG-WANTON DISREGARD — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-DRIVING WHILE IMPAIRED — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-SIMPLE POSSESS SCH II CS — MISDEMEANOR

atty jay dupree
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Brooklyn Nets, Kevin Durant agree to move forward with no trade
By Alex Butler 

UPI

The Brooklyn Nets met with 
star forward Kevin Durant, and 
the parties “agreed to move for-
ward,” the team announced Tues-
day. That puts an end to specula-
tion that Durant would be traded 
this off-season.

Nets general manager Sean 
Marks said in a statement that 
coach Steve Nash and owners Joe 
Tsai and Clara Wu Tsai met with 
Durant and his agent, Rich Klei-
man, to discuss issues Monday in 
Los Angeles.

“We are focusing on basketball, 
with one collective goal in mind: 
build a lasting franchise to bring 
a championship to Brooklyn,” 
Marks said.

Durant, who joined the Nets in 
a trade during the 2019 off-season, 
requested a trade from the fran-
chise this off-season. He is signed 
with the franchise through 2025-
26. That deal includes salaries of 
$44.1 million, $46.4 million, $49.8 

million and $53.2 million over the 
next four seasons, respectively.

Sources told multiple outlets 
earlier this month that Durant 

told the owner that the team must 
decide to keep him or keep Marks 

and Nash.
Joe Tsai responded to that 

report by tweeting support for 
Marks and Nash, who appear 
to be staying in place for next 
season.

Durant, the 2013-14 NBA 
MVP, 12-time All-Star and 10-
time All-NBA selection, averaged 
29.9 points, 7.4 rebounds and 6.4 
assists per game last season.

Fellow Nets star Kyrie Ir-
ving also asked for permission 
to seek a sign-and-trade this 
off-season, but remains with 
the franchise.

The Nets went 44-38 and lost 
in the first round of the playoffs 
last season. Irving appeared in just 
29 games because of his decision 
to not get vaccinated, resulting 
ineligibility to play in Nets home 
games.

The Nets will host the Phila-
delphia 76ers in a preseason game 
Oct. 3 in Brooklyn. They will host 
the New Orleans Pelicans in their 
first regular season game Oct. 19 
at Barclays Center.

Brooklyn Nets stars Kevin Durant (7) and Kyrie Irving remain under contract with the team and are 
expected to return in 2022, despite their efforts to be traded. File Photo by Peter Foley/EPA-EFE

HALL OF FAME QUARTERBACK LEN 
DAWSON DIES AT 87

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Pro Football Hall of Fame 
quarterback Len Dawson, 
who led the Kansas City 
Chiefs to their Super Bowl 
IV victory, died Wednesday, 
his family announced. He 
was 87.

No cause of death was 
provided, but Dawson 
entered hospice care last 
month.

“With wife Linda at his 

side, it is with much sadness 
that we inform you of the 
passing of our beloved Len 
Dawson,” his family said 
in a statement. “He was a 
wonderful husband, father, 
brother and friend.

“Len was always grate-
ful and many times over-
whelmed by the countless 
bonds he made during his 
football and broadcast ca-
reers.”

Dawson, an Alliance, 
Ohio, native, starred at 

Purdue and was the No. 
5 overall pick in the 1957 
NFL Draft. He spent his 
first three seasons with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers.

He also played for the 
Cleveland Browns before he 
joined the American Foot-
ball League’s Dallas Texans 
in 1962. That franchise then 
moved to Kansas City and 
became the Chiefs the next 
season.

The seven-time Pro Bowl 
selection, two-time All-Pro 

and 1962 Player of the Year 
also won three AFL titles. 
He led the league in touch-
down passes four times 
and in quarterback rating 
six times.

Dawson spent a total of 
14 seasons with the Texans/
Chiefs franchise. He retired 
after the 1975 season, which 
he played at 40 years old.

He totaled 28,711 pass-
ing yards and 239 passing 
touchdowns in 211 career 
games.

Dawson was inducted 
into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 1987. He went on to 
become a sports broadcaster 
at KMBC-Ch. 9.

“My family and I are 
heartbroken,” Chiefs owner 
Clark Hunt said in a news 

release. “Len Dawson is syn-
onymous with the Kansas 
City Chiefs. Len embraced 
and came to embody Kansas 
City and the people that call 
it home.

“You would be hard-
pressed to find a player 
who had a bigger impact 

in shaping the organiza-
tion as we know it today 
than Len Dawson did. I 
admired Len my entire life 
-- first as a Hall of Fame 
player on the field, and 
later as he transitioned 
into a successful broad-
casting career.”

Police: Alcohol, rain, speed 
likely factors in crash that killed 

2 Indiana football players
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Alcohol, speed and rain were likely 
factors in the single-vehicle crash over the 
weekend that killed three people, including 
two Indiana State football players, in Riley, 
Ind., the Vigo County Sheriff ’s Office said 
Wednesday.

Freshman linebacker Christian Eubanks, 
18, freshman defensive back Caleb Van-
Hooser, 19, and another student, 19-year-
old Jayden Musili, were pronounced dead 
at the scene of the crash Sunday morning.

Two other Indiana State football players, 
20-year-old Omarian Dixon and 19-year-old 
John Moore, were passengers. They were 
freed from the vehicle and transported to a 
hospital to be treated for “serious injuries,” 
Vigo County Sheriff John Plasse said Monday.

Police said in a crash report Wednesday 
that Eubanks was the driver of the 2008 
Toyota Camry involved in the crash.

The report said that unsafe speed was a 
primary factor, but heavy rain and thun-
derstorms, resulting in about 4 inches of 
standing water on the road, also likely led 
to the crash.

Police were called to the scene at 1:36 
a.m. EDT Sunday. They stated that the ve-
hicle was had crashed into a tree and was on 
fire when they arrived. They said Eubanks, 
VanHooser and Musili were unable to 
escape the car and were pronounced dead 
at the scene.

The report said that Moore told officers 
the group was traveling back to their Terre 
Haute, Ind., campus from a house party in 
Bloomington, Ind. Moore also told them 
all occupants of the vehicle were drinking 
at the party, and that the car was traveling 

at 90 mph.
A witness, who was driving by at the 

time of the incident, told police he stopped 
his car and was able to drag one passenger 
out of the vehicle. He told officers he then 
requested help from another driver in the 
area, who helped him drag another passen-
ger from the vehicle.

Moore and Dixon are hospitalized at 
Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis. In-
diana State said Monday that they are out 
of intensive care, but remain in serious 
condition.

Indiana State is scheduled to start the 
2022 football season with a game against 
North Alabama at 6 p.m. EDT Sept. 1 in 
Terre Haute.

The Vigo County Sheriff’s Office said 
that former Indiana State linebacker 
Christian Eubanks was the driver of a 
Toyota Camry, which was involved in a 
crash that left three people dead and 
two injured Sunday in Riley, Ind. Photo 
courtesy of Indiana State Athletics

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA  
UTILITIES COMMISSION RALEIGH

DOCKET NO. G-9, SUB 811

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the North Carolina Utilities Commission has 
scheduled a public hearing to conduct an annual review of the cost of natural 
gas supply, storage and transportation for Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Inc. 
(Piedmont). The public hearing has been scheduled for Tuesday, October 4, 2022, 
at 10:00 a.m., in Commission Hearing Room 2115, Dobbs Building, 430 North 
Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Carolina. The hearing is being held pursuant to 
the provisions of N.C. Gen. Stat. § 62-133.4(c) and Commission Rule R1-17(k)(6) 
for the purpose of comparing Piedmont’s prudently-incurred gas costs with costs 
recovered from all of the utility’s customers served during the test period. Public 
witness testimony will be received in accordance with Commission Rule R1-21(g).

Piedmont filed testimony relating to the subject matter of this hearing on 
August 1, 2022. Further information may be obtained from the Office of the 
Chief Clerk, North Carolina Utilities Commission, 430 North Salisbury Street, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, where a copy of Piedmont’s testimony is available 
for review by the public. Also, documents can be viewed on the Commission’s 
website at www.ncuc.net.

The Public Staff is authorized by statute to represent consumers in proceedings 
before the Commission. Correspondence regarding the annual review proceeding 
and the hearing thereon should be directed to the Public Staff and should include 
any information which the writer wishes to be considered by the Public Staff 
in its investigation of the matter. Such statements should be addressed to Mr. 
Christopher J. Ayers, Executive Director, Public Staff, 4326 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4300.

The Attorney General is also authorized by statute to represent consumers in 
proceedings before the Commission. Statements to the Attorney General should 
be addressed to The Honorable Josh Stein, Attorney General, c/o Consumer 
Protection- Utilities, 9001 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-
9001. Written statements may be emailed to utilityAGO@ncdoj.gov.

Written statements are not evidence unless the writers appear at a public hearing 
and testify concerning the information contained in their written statements.
 
Persons desiring to intervene in this proceeding as formal parties should file a 
petition to intervene pursuant to Commission Rules R1-5 and R1-19 on or before 
Monday, September 19, 2022. Such petitions should be filed with the Chief Clerk 
of the North Carolina Utilities Commission, 4325 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, 
North Carolina 27699-4300. The direct testimony and exhibits of expert witnesses 
to be presented by intervenors should also be filed with the Commission on or 
before Monday, September 19, 2022.

This the 4th day of August, 2022.

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

Erica N. Green, Deputy Clerk

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

 In the Matter of
Application of Piedmont Natural Gas 
Company, Inc., for Annual Review of Gas 
Costs Pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 62-133.4(c) and
Commission Rule R1-17(k)(6)
                 

)
)
)
)

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Faye Bordeaux 
for Pitt County 
Commissioner

Faye Bordeaux, 60, Democrat candidate for Pitt County 
Commissioner District 04, says her top priorities if elected 
will be affordable housing, managing growth, investing in 
our schools and addressing the county’s mental healthcare 
and substance abuse crisis.

The first-time candidate says she decided to run fol-
lowing the recent zoning issue regarding a cryptocurrency 
company locating in the county. “Pitt County is growing 
but we must be smart in how we grow, how we recruit 
business and industry, how we work to create new jobs 
and opportunities,” said Mrs. Bordeaux. “We need a strat-
egy that allows us to grow successfully but also protects 
our quality of life and respects our neighborhoods and 
communities.”

Mrs. Bordeaux says one element of smart growth for the 
county will be making investments in affordable housing 
programs – expanding access and investment into housing 
for working families, our senior citizens and low-income 
households.

Mrs. Bordeaux said other goals if elected to the County 
Commission will be supporting the county’s public school 
system. “We must invest in our public schools. We need to 
make sure our students are able to catch up academically 
due to the classroom interruptions caused by COVID-19. 
That means we need resources and teachers who can pro-
vide the necessary help our students may need,” stated Mrs. 
Bordeaux. “Let’s face it, the education we provide our chil-
dren is an economic investment into our county’s future.”

“We have a crisis in our state right now when it comes 
to mental health care services. Too many people are dy-
ing from opioid overdoses. There are many adults and 
especially children who were already dealing with mental 
illness prior to Covid, and now their mental illness has 
become even more challenging since the pandemic. I will 
work to support our Sheriff and EMS first responders and 
make sure more mental health and substance abuse pro-
fessionals are working on the front lines answering crisis 
calls. This will provide first responders who are trained in 
mental health and substance abuse care a chance to help 
de-escalate a situation that otherwise could become a use 
of deadly force case,” said Mrs. Bordeaux.

“I believe we should fully fund the police and first 
responders, fire, and EMS. We need a program to train 
and keep our deputies, detention officers, fire fighters 
and EMS crews across the county. We must make sure we 
have strategies and resources that combat a rise in gun 
violence and provide safe communities for our families 
and businesses,” added Mrs. Bordeaux.

Finally, Mrs. Bordeaux said she will focus on quality 
of life issues for Pitt County. “Growing up in Pitt County 
I have seen a great deal of change and growth. That’s be-
cause we have an excellent quality of life here. As County 
Commissioner, I want to work closely with other Board 
members, the county manager, our parks director, and 
other stakeholders to improve our parks and recreation 
programs. I want to work to expand programs that involve 
every age group from childhood to senior citizens and 
make Pitt County parks and recreation the envy of Eastern 
North Carolina,” said Mrs. Bordeaux.

Mrs. Bordeaux is married to Greenville businessman 
Frankie Bordeaux. They have five children. Mrs. Bordeaux 
graduated from North Pitt High School in 1979. She has 
a Bachelor of Arts from the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, and a Master of Arts from East Carolina 
University. She serves on the Board of Trustees for The 
Horizons Program at The Oakwood School. This program 
provides academic instruction (remedial and enrichment) 
to low-income public school students during the summer 
months.

Mrs. Bordeaux is an advisor for the Pitt County Youth 
for Justice and Change organization. She serves as Chair-
woman of the Falkland Democratic Precinct. She is a 
member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and is a member 
of Saint Peter’s Missionary Baptist Church.

Dow gains 59 points as markets 
rebound from three-day losing streak

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

U.S. markets posted gains Wednes-
day rebounding after a three-day 
losing streak as investors waited 
on comments on inflation from 
the Federal Reserve’s Jackson Hole 
symposium.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
gained 59.64, or 0.18%, while the 
S&P 500 rose 0.29% and the Nasdaq 
Composite closed the day up 0.41%.

The three-day Jackson Hole eco-
nomic symposium begins Thursday 
and Fed Chair Jerome Powell is set to 
deliver remarks on Friday.

Investors are awaiting hints on 
whether the central bank will seek to 
raise interest rates by 75 or 50 basis 
points at its next policy announce-
ment on Sept. 21.

Baird Investment Strategy Analyst 
Ross Mayfield told Yahoo Finance 
that investors expect the Fed to take 
a dovish turn.

“I do think that all of their jaw-
boning and hawkishness over the 
past couple of weeks is starting to 
show up,” Mayfield said. “But you 
still have a market that I’m not sure 
quite believes they’ll stick to it as the 
economy slows through next year.”

Energy, real estate and financials 
were the best-performing sectors 

in the S&P 500, while information 
technology, healthcare and consumer 
staples struggled.

Cruise lines helped to lead the 
broader market higher with Nor-
wegian Cruise Lines rising 8.4%, 
Royal Caribbean gaining 7.68% and 
Carnival climbing 5.35%.

Peloton stocks surged 20.36% after 
the company announced a deal to sell 
its fitness equipment and apparel on 
Amazon.

Conversely, Nordstrom stock de-

clined 19.96% after the store cut its 
full-year sales guidance to 5%-7%, 
citing slower demand and an inven-
tory buildup.

Advanced Auto Parts also fell 
9.62% after it also lowered its full-
year guidance and missed earnings 
expectations.

Investors are also awaiting key 
economic reports including jobless 
claims Thursday and the personal 
consumption expenditures price 
index Friday.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average rose 59 points Wednesday as mar-
kets bounced back from a three-day losing streak. File Photo by John 
Angelillo/UPI

Ukrainian diplomat: Reform impossible 
with Russia on U.N. Security Council

By Adam Schrader 
UPI

Sergiy Kyslytsya, Ukraine’s permanent ambassador 
to the United Nations, on Tuesday criticized Russia’s 
placement as a permanent member of the U.N. Security 
Council.

Kyslytsya, speaking with UPI at the Ukrainian mis-
sion in New York City, also accused Russia of making 
a “desperate” bid to control the narrative around the 
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant and commented on 
the U.N.’s negotiations with Turkey, Russia and Ukraine 
on grain exports.

“If you open article 108 of the U.N. Charter, you see 
that any changes to the charter of U.N. can be done if 
only the Security Council agrees and the Security Council 
can agree if only none of the permanent members veto,” 
Kyslytsya said.

“Russia is not a permanent member. Russia occupies 
the seat of the Soviet Union, which is a permanent 
member. When you have this situation where a country 
is allowed to call itself a permanent member, when the 
country is allowed -- irrespectively of the most egregious 
and systematic violations of the U.N. Charter -- to con-
tinue to apply veto, it’s basically, it’s impossible to achieve 
any meaningful reform.”

Kyslytsya avoided explicitly saying that Russia should 
no longer occupy the permanent seat on the Security 
Council vacated by the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

“Look, it’s a very long conversation, and to look at it 
holistically, you have to go back to 1991 when the Soviet 
Union disappeared from the political map,” Kyslytsya 
said.

Kyslytsya said Western intelligence failed to predict 
the speed at which the Soviet Union would cease to 
exist and that politicians, including some in the United 
States, were “paranoid” because a major nuclear power 
was disappearing rapidly.

He said Western officials were “thrilled” when Boris 
Yeltsin, the first president of the Russian Federation, 
said he would take control of the former Soviet Union’s 
nuclear arsenal and assumed the Soviet Union’s perma-
nent seat on the U.N. Security Council “bypassing all 
requirements on paper.”

“That was the instant when Moscow realized that they 
can manipulate the West and the entire world with the 
threat of nuclear arsenals and to make them follow the 
ultimate vision of Moscow,” Kyslytsya said.

He said that the West has since turned a “blind eye 
on many nasty things” that Moscow has done, including 
occupying parts of Georgia in 2008 and other countries.

“We all let Russia believe that, eventually, the West 
would not take a united strong position to punish Russia 
for what Russia does. And this was a fundamental miscal-
culation of Putin this winter, when he decided to go ahead 
and to launch the full-scale invasion,” Kyslytsya said.

“The Russian plans smash not only against the deter-
mination of Ukrainians to defend their country, but also 
the unity of the collective democratic world.”

Nuclear plant danger
Speaking ahead of a Tuesday meeting of the Security 

Council, Kyslytsya said Russia had called for the meeting 
in a “desperate” bid to control the narrative around the 
Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power Plant.

He said Ukrainian officials and members of the Secu-
rity Council had been preparing for a meeting called for 
by Ukraine and its partners set for Wednesday, Ukraine’s 
day of independence from the Soviet Union and the six-
month mark since Russia invaded Feb. 24.

“It is a very predictable move that serves at least two 
purposes, to hijack and spoil the attention of the meeting 
that our partners have called for and to make a desperate 
attempt to promote the Russian narrative about what 
is going on at the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant,” 
Kyslytsya said.

“We already have had this discussion on Zaporizhzhia, 
with all the levels. I, specifically in a very simplified 
manner, told the Russian side what exactly they should 
do to remove this threat to all Europe and beyond. If 
something terrible happens, it potentially can be much 
worse than Chernobyl.”

Zaporizhzhia, the largest nuclear power plant in 
Europe and the first operating nuclear power plant in a 
war zone, was seized by Russian troops earlier this year. 
Western officials and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency fear that recent artillery fire in and near it poses 
an imminent nuclear threat to Europe.

“Only mentally challenged people can imagine that 
the Ukrainians would like the nuclear power plant to 
explode or to be damaged to the extent that the Ukrai-
nians themselves and the territory around it to become 
literally unlivable for hundreds, if not thousands of years,” 
Kyslytsya said.

Kyslytsya said Russia’s placement of troops and mili-
tary equipment in the nuclear power plant poses a threat 
because nuclear facilities are very complicated structures 
“and there are many clear protocols that should be fol-
lowed even in the peaceful time.”

He said one of the nuclear reactors needs to be refu-
eled by the end of the month and, even in peacetime, the 
procedure would only be done in the presence of a team 
from the IAEA, which is led by Director-General Rafael 
Mariano Grossi.

Kyslytsya said Moscow has tried “sabotaging the visit 
of Grossi’s team” while telling the world that they invited 
the U.N.’s nuclear watchdog to visit the plant.

“They tried to make the team travel through the 
Russian territory and through the occupied territory 
to the plant, which is totally unacceptable,” Kyslytsya 
said.

“I’m pretty much sure that the United Nations is not 
really willing to make any steps that would violate both 
Ukrainian legislation and international law.”
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Elon Musk jokes about 
buying Manchester 

United, prompts Twitter 
swarm

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Billionaire Elon Musk prompt-
ed nearly a million interactions 
on Twitter when he claimed that 
he was going to buy Premier 
League soccer club Manchester 
United. The Tesla CEO and 
founder of SpaceX later revealed 
he was joking.

Musk magnetized Twitter 
users with a series of messages 
Tuesday night on the social 
media platform. He started his 
tweeting spree with a claim that 
he supports the “left half of the 
Republican Party and the right 
half of the Democratic Party.”

He followed that tweet with 
his message about the Man-
chester, England-based soccer 
franchise.

“Also, I’m buying Manches-
ter United, ur welcome,” Musk 
tweeted.

Musk’s tweet totaled about 
720,000 likes, 160,000 retweets, 
50,000 quote tweets and 45,000 
comments of Wednesday morn-
ing. He let the tweet linger for 
nearly four and a half hours be-
fore he responded to users.

“No, this is a long-running 
joke on Twitter,” Musk replied. 
“I’m not buying any sports teams.”

Musk also said he wasn’t go-
ing to buy Coca-Cola and later 
claimed that stand-up comedy 
is his “side-hustle.”

The Glazers, an American 

family, own Manchester United, 
and took control in 2005. Share 
prices of the club rose by as much 
as 17% Wednesday morning after 
Musk’s joke.

In April, Musk reached a set-
tlement with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission over 
his use of Twitter. That agreement 
included a list of topics that he 
must have pre-approved before 
he can communicate on social 
media.

The settlement emerged after 
the SEC filed a complaint against 
Musk, alleging he violated fed-
eral securities laws by tweeting 
that he secured funding to take 
Twitter private.

The agency alleged that Musk 
misled Tesla investors with the 
claim, which led to a rise in 
shares, even though Musk hadn’t 
discussed or confirmed import-
ant terms of the deal.

He later filed a countersuit 
against Twitter, accusing the 
platform of misleading him about 
its advertising base. Musk offered 
$44 billion to buy the social me-
dia platform.

Earlier this month, Musk sold 
nearly 8 million shares of Tesla 
stock, worth an estimated $6.88 
billion.

Forbes estimates that Man-
chester United is worth $4.6 
billion and is the third-most 
valuable soccer team in the 
world, behind Spanish La Liga 
clubs Real Madrid and Barcelona.

Judge gives early approval to $24 
million equal pay settlement for U.S. 

women’s soccer team
By A.L. Lee 

UPI

A federal judge in California has 
granted preliminary approval to 
a $24 million settlement between 
the U.S. Soccer Federation and the 
U.S. Women’s National Team over 
a lawsuit seeking equal pay for the 
men’s and women’s teams.

A $22 million settlement was 
negotiated earlier this year and 
the federation added $2 million to 
the deal. As part of the settlement, 
each of the 28 women’s team play-
ers can apply to receive $50,000 to 
fund charities and make life plans 
beyond their soccer careers.

The case is being deposed in the 
U.S. District Court for the Central 
District of California, where Judge 
R. Gary Klausner issued a memo 
this week describing the agree-
ment between the parties as “fair, 
adequate and reasonable for the 
purposes of preliminary approval.”

Klausner gave preliminary ap-
proval on Thursday and set a hear-
ing to finalize the deal on Dec. 5.

“We are pleased that the Court 
granted preliminary approval for 
the Historic Equal Pay Resolution 
today,” Molly Levinson, spokes-
woman for the USWNT said in 
a tweet. “We look forward to cel-
ebrating this hard fought victory 
for women and girls at the final 
hearing in December.”

The players initially asked for 
$66.7 million in back pay.

The agreement calls for the 
U.S. Soccer Federation to make a 
one-time payment of $22 million. 
The women’s national team has 

authority to decide how they will 
collect the money.

The door to the pending settle-
ment opened in May after a new 
collective bargaining agreement 
between the unions of the men’s 
and women’s national teams was 
approved. In those talks, both 
sides agreed to equal pay during 
national team matches and an 
equal split of bonus money from 
World Cup tournaments.

The women’s players first sued in 
2019 under the Equal Pay Act and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, 
alleging “institutionalized gender 
discrimination” by the soccer feder-
ation. The players also complained 
of poor working conditions.

The federation was scathingly 
dismissive of the suit in a 2020 
filing, which scoffed that female 
players “do not perform equal work 

requiring equal skill [and] effort” 
because the “overall soccer-playing 
ability required to compete at the 
senior men’s national team level 
materially influenced by the level 
of certain physical attributes such as 
speed and strength,” ESPN noted.

The resulting uproar forced 
out then-USSF President Carlos 
Cordeiro. He was replaced by 
Cindy Parlow Cone, who’s now 
in her second term after a failed 
comeback attempt by Cordeiro.

The USWNT suffered a major 
setback in mid-2020 after Klaus-
ner dismissed the suit’s claims 
over equal pay by granting a 
summary judgment that favored 
the USSF. The USWNT players 
later appealed the decision, saying 
that Klausner had erred in his 
reasoning to dismiss the part of 
the suit concerning unequal pay.

Team USA celebrates a victory in the bronze medal match 
during the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo, Japan, on August 
5, 2021. Photo courtesy USWNT/Twitter


