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China’s military warns of ‘strong measures’ 
if Nancy Pelosi makes trip to Taiwan
By Thomas Maresca 

UPI

Beijing’s defense ministry has warned that 
the Chinese military would “never sit idly 
by” and take “strong measures” if U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi makes a rumored visit 
to Taiwan.

The comments by ministry spokesman Col-
onel Tan Kefei, made during a press briefing on 
Tuesday, amounted to China’s starkest threat yet 
over a contentious potential trip that has set rela-
tions between Washington and Beijing on edge.

“If the U.S. insists on going its own way, the 
Chinese military will never sit idly by, and will 
take strong measures to thwart any external 
interference,” Tan said.

“China requires the U.S. to take concrete ac-
tions ... not to arrange for Pelosi to visit Taiwan.”

The California Democrat is planning a trip to 
the self-governing island next month, according 
to a report in the Financial Times last week. The 
possibility of a visit prompted a series of angry 
responses from Beijing’s foreign ministry, but 
it wasn’t until Tuesday that the military directly 

Taiwan began weeklong military exercises on Monday focusing on a potential invasion by 
China. Photo courtesy of the Office of the President of the Republic of China (Taiwan)

New Texas law increasing penalties for 
abortion providers goes into effect Aug. 25

By Eleanor Klibanoff 
The Texas Tribune

The U.S. Supreme Court has is-
sued its official judgment in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organi-
zation, clearing the way for Texas’ 
“trigger law” banning almost all 
abortions to go into effect Aug. 25.

The law will increase the crim-

inal and civil penalties associated 
with abortion, but the procedure is 
already virtually outlawed in Texas 
under an old statute that was in 
effect before the high court decided 
Roe v. Wade in 1973.

The state’s two dozen abortion 
clinics stopped providing abortions 
almost immediately after the court 
overturned Roe v. Wade in late 

June, fearing criminal prosecution 
under those pre-Roe statutes, 
which make it a crime punishable 
by up to five years in prison to 
provide or “furnish the means” for 
an abortion.

Those statutes are separate from 
the trigger law, which the Legisla-
ture passed in 2021. That law, which 
is triggered by the overturning of 

Roe v. Wade, increases the pen-
alties for performing an abortion 
up to life in prison. The trigger law 
also says that the attorney general 
“shall” bring a lawsuit to seek a civil 
penalty of no less than $100,000 per 
abortion performed.

Both the pre-Roe statute and 
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EU’s suit against 
Hungary over anti-gay 
law isn’t a sure win for 
LGBT rights in Europe

By Koen Slootmaeckers,  
City University of London

The European Commission is taking legal action 
against Hungary at the European court of justice, escalat-
ing a longstanding dispute over the country’s anti-LGBT 
laws. This is an unprecedented step for the EU, but it isn’t 
a sure win for LGBT rights in Europe -- and even has the 
potential to endanger them.

Hungary (under Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s lead-
ership) and the EU have been at odds for years over the 
wider issue of the rule of law. This intensified in 2021 
when Hungary adopted a new law banning the depic-
tion or promotion of LGBT-related material to minors. 
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen called it “a 
shame” that goes “against all the fundamental values of 
the European Union.”

In July 2021, the commission launched official in-
fringement procedures against Hungary for failing to 
implement and comply with EU law. Later in the year, it 
also froze Hungary’s access to the COVID recovery fund. 
Unsatisfied with Hungary’s responses, the commission 
has escalated the matter and referred the matter to the 
ECJ. This is the first time the EU has taken a member 
state to court over LGBT rights.

In recent decades, Europe has seen an increase in the 
use of homophobia to score political points. Examples 
include the manif pour tous demonstrations against 
same-sex marriage in France, and Croatia’s referendum to 
constitutionally define marriage as a heterosexual union. 
Hungary’s law has also inspired other countries, like Ro-
mania, to try and ban so-called homosexual propaganda.

The outcome of this case could have far-reaching 
consequences for LGBT rights in Europe. In effect, the 
commission is asking the court to enshrine LGBT rights 
as part of the EU’s fundamental values, on a par with other 
principles such as freedom of movement.

The EU and LGBT rights
Perhaps by taking legal action, the commission is 

enacting its own LGBTIQ equality strategy, launched in 
2020. However, the commission’s claims frame the case 
as a breach of the EU’s internal market rules, rather than 
LGBT rights. This should not come as a surprise -- the EU 
has very few direct laws on LGBT rights. By framing the 
case around core EU rules, the commission has a stronger 
chance of succeeding. In the past, the court has ruled on 
LGBT rights by invoking other fundamental EU principles.

The EU claims that by enacting this law, Hungary is 
violating both the EU charter of fundamental rights and 
Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union.

Here is where the case becomes interesting. Although 
the charter of fundamental rights has clauses that ex-
plicitly protect against discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, it only applies to Hungary when it is imple-
menting EU directives. Article 2, on the other hand, has 
much broader applicability, but does not refer to LGBT 
rights at all. By submitting this court case to the ECJ, the 
commission is not only asking the court to determine 
when EU rules have primacy over member state rules 
but also to clarify that the rather ambiguously defined 
European values explicitly include LGBT rights.

How it could play out
There are three possible outcomes of this case.
First, the ECJ could rule (for the first time) that the 

values outlined in Article 2 of the Treaty on European 
Union also include LGBT rights. This would be the more 
activist ruling -- going beyond established case law for a 
more political statement. Hungary would then be required 
to adjust the law and remove its discriminatory nature. 
More widely, this would also be a watershed moment in 
European LGBT politics -- it would not only provide a 
strong mandate for the commission to take bolder steps 
on LGBT rights, but it might also lead to more challenges 
of discriminatory laws across Europe.

Biden’s Middle East Trip Met With 
Controversy, Disrespect

President Joe Biden has 
returned to the United 
States after his high-profile 
yet controversial trip to the 
Middle East. While there, he 
visited Israel, the Palestinian 
Authority and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. Though 
there were some positive 
headlines, the trip seems 
for now to be mostly a flop.

Biden landed in Tel Aviv, 
Israel, to great fanfare. The 
president is no stranger to 
Israel, this being his 10th 
trip to the Holy Land. In 
fact, Biden has met with 
every Israeli prime minister 
since Golda Meir. Biden 
himself has said in the past, 
and reiterated upon landing, 
that “you need not be a Jew 
to be a Zionist.”

The president quickly 
made headlines as he broke 
the no-handshake protocol 
he was supposed to follow. 
Immediately upon land-
ing, Biden visited an Israeli 
military base to see the new 
Iron Beam in action. The 
newest military innovation 
to come out of Israel built in 
part with American money, 
the laser has the ability to 
shoot down enemy missiles, 
drones and planes at a frac-
tion of the cost that the Iron 
Dome has in the past. While 
there, Biden committed to 
helping to maintain Israel’s 
qualitative military edge, 
meaning to always ensure 
that Israel’s military capa-
bilities are ahead of their 
enemies.

Afterward, Biden trav-
eled to Yad Vashem, Israel’s 
Holocaust Remembrance 

Memorial, to pay homage to 
the victims of the tragic Nazi 
genocide. While there, a 
touching moment occurred 
when the president met with 
survivors of the Holocaust 
and came to his knee to 

speak to 
them. He 
then laid a 
wreath at 
the site’s 
e t e r n a l 
flame.

T h e 
following 
d ay,  t h e 
president 
held  ex-

tensive talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yair Lapid to 
discuss Iran’s nuclear threat 
and the potential revival of 
the Iran Nuclear Deal. It 
was quite embarrassing for 
Biden as his Israeli coun-
terpart remarked during a 
joint press conference that 
Israel believes such a revival 
is impossible, and they are 
prepared to act militarily to 
prevent Iran from attaining 
a nuclear weapon. To that 
end, Biden gave a half-heart-
ed agreement. Biden further 
committed to a two-state 
solution, stating that he be-
lieves it is the only possible 
way forward.

Then, Biden met with the 
Palestinian Authority and its 
leader, Mahmoud Abbas, to 
discuss renewed American 
funding and to once again 
reiterate his support for a 
two-state decision. While 
arriving for the meeting, 
Biden angered many in Is-
rael by removing the Israeli 

flag from his motorcade. 
Those in Israel viewed this 
as an affront and to mean 
that Biden is not committed 
to Israel’s sovereignty over 
Jerusalem.

In general, it appears 
Biden’s Israel-Palestinian 
strategy is stuck 20 years in 
the past. While a commit-
ment to a two-state solution 
is likely to please some on 
the left, the fact is that the 
facts on the ground have 
made two states practical-
ly impossible. This leaves 
out the fact that most Is-
raelis and Palestinians do 
not want two states them-
selves. Biden did commit to 
helping facilitate conversa-
tions to find some middle 
ground, which, though 
unlikely, may lead to posi-
tive progress.

After finishing his meet-
ings in Israel, Biden flew to 
Saudi Arabia to meet with 
King Salman and Crown 
Prince Mohammad bin Sal-
man. The mere possibility of 
this type of meeting angered 
those on the left. In fact, 
during the 2020 presidential 
campaign, Biden pledged 
not to meet with MBS due 
to the CIA’s assessment that 
he personally ordered the 
murder of Washington Post 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 
In any event, Biden com-
mitted to a meeting and 
followed through on it. It is 
worthwhile to point out that 
many observers in the Mid-
dle East believe that Biden 
only went to Israel first to 
distract from his meeting 
with MBS.

Once arriving, Biden and 
the White House seemed 
to break local customs and 
protocol. It is generally 
deemed extremely inappro-
priate to schedule a meeting 
such as this on Friday, the 
day being a sacred day in 
the Muslim tradition. This 
created a crisis within Saudi 
Arabia, as white gowns are 
traditionally worn on Fri-
days, while their diplomatic 
protocol calls for the wear-
ing of black formal robes for 
meetings with heads of state. 
Since they felt their religious 
tradition to be more import-
ant, they wore white, which 
to the locals is deemed as 
the utmost disrespect to 
the president and his team. 
To make matters worse, the 
Saudis sent a delegation 
led by a regional governor, 
as opposed to the King or 
Crown Prince. Indeed, the 
White House seemed obliv-
ious to this.

In all, foreign policy 
commentators are calling 
the trip a huge failure. Even 
the only positive gain, the 
Saudis announcing they 
will let Israeli aircraft fly 
overhead, was dismissed by 
Saudi officials as a mere for-
mality. Biden did little more 
than anger his already frus-
trated base while alienating 
one of America’s greatest 
allies, Israel, with further 
acts of disrespect. The trip 
was another case study of 
the incompetence of the 
current administration and 
their inability to deliver 
real, tangible results for the 
American people.

America is on fire and only the president 
can confront the crises

By Harlan Ullman, 
Arnaud de Borchgrave 

Distinguished  
Columnist

Make no mistake: Amer-
ica is on fire, literally and 
figuratively. Forest fires rage 
on the West coast, some un-
controllably. Temperatures 
soar above 100 degrees F 
and not only here. And 
perhaps most dangerously, 
America’s political tem-
perature has reached the 
boiling point.

For the first time since 
polls began, never have the 
former and current presi-
dent and Congress all been 
viewed more negatively. 
Some 75%-85% of Amer-
icans believe the United 
States is on the wrong track. 
Current polls show an un-
healthy cynicism of Amer-
icans toward government 
and members of the other 
party. The number advocat-
ing a forceful overthrow of 
government is waxing.

Will this fire burn itself 
out? Or will it gain strength 
and spread?

Certainly, this heat wave 
will abate yet return at 
some point, meaning the 
nation will have to learn to 
live with well above nor-
mal temperatures for the 
long term. But the political 
fires are far from being 
contained, let alone extin-
guished.

What can be done? 
There is only one answer 
and only the president can 
provide that. Despite the 
harsh bipartisan criticism 
of Joe Biden, the United 
States has only one presi-

dent at a time. And it is only 
the president who can and 
must exercise leadership 
and competence to cool 
down the nation’s overheat-
ed political temperature 
once his COVID-19 passes.

The president must take 
three actions. First, he must 
summon the leaders of 
Congress-- the speaker 
and heads of both parties 
of both houses -- to Camp 
David or some other se-
questered location. Then 
he must keep them there 
until agreement can be 
reached on critical issues, 
particularly repairing the 
hostile and hateful attitudes 
that persist on Capitol Hill 
between the parties -- or 
face guaranteeing a perma-
nently crippled and failing 
government.

The only way this truce 
can be imposed is for these 
leaders to restrain the ex-
treme wings of each party. 
That may seem absurd. But 
if the influence of Donald 
Trump and the extreme 
progressive views on the 
other side cannot be mod-
erated, the political tem-
perature could explode. 
While another civil war 
with armies fighting on 
both sides will not break 
out, the Constitution could 
be broken and good gover-
nance never restored in our 
lifetime. In stark terms, any 
objective observer would 
agree that the nation is in 
political extremis.

Second, the president 
must regularly meet with 
members of both parties 
in Congress to determine 
common ground in order 

to pass vital legislation that 
can address the crises con-
fronting the nation. The 
president must be emphatic 
in impressing on members 
the dangerous condition of 
the nation’s health and the 
responsibility of elected 
leaders to deal with it. This 
will require skill, patience 
and compromise on all 
sides. And given the highly 
toxic and deadly political 
atmosphere in America, 
this could make a Sisyphe-
an labor look easy.

Third, this truce and 
rapprochement must be 
extended to the public dis-
course. To start, the gov-
ernment on both ends of 
Pennsylvania Avenue must 
show one example of com-
petence. With the Jan. 6 
hearings providing irre-
futable evidence of presi-
dential dereliction of duty 
in not halting the riots, re-
gardless if criminal charges 
are brought or not, and 
the November elections 
exacerbating the political 
divides and national polar-
ization, this may be mission 
impossible.

In normal times, these 
recommendations for ac-
tion might best be deferred 
until after the Jan. 6 hear-
ings and November elec-
tions conclude. However, 
the nation does not have the 
luxury of waiting that long. 
Should Trump be indicted, 
the political temperature 
will explode to nuclear 
proportions. In the past, 
the nation survived a civil 
war and a presidential res-
ignation over the crime of 
covering up the Watergate 

break in. It is not clear that 
history will repeat.

Muddling through has 
been one salvation. How-
ever, with the many crises 
plaguing the nation, mud-
dling through is a weak 
reed for hope. After losing 
the Battle of Saratoga in 
1778, when many English-
men believed “we are ru-
ined,” the famous Scots 
economist Adam Smith 
counseled, “There is a lot 
of ruin in a nation.”

But is there? Has the Unit-
ed States reached a point 
where accommodating or 
absorbing more ruin is no 
longer possible? America is 
on fire. Despite the threat of 
climate change that could not 
have been made more vivid 
than last week, the United 
States has no plan to confront 
it. And many Americans 
deny climate change exists 
as they do over who won the 
last election.

Meanwhile, as the polit-
ical crisis grows larger, only 
the president can confront 
it. But will he? And can he?

Harlan Ullman is senior 
adviser at Washington’s At-
lantic Council, the prime 
author of “shock and awe” 
and author of “The Fifth 
Horseman and the New 
MAD: How Massive Attacks 
of Disruption Became the 
Looming Existential Danger 
to a Divided Nation and the 
World at Large.” Follow him 
@harlankullman.

The views and opinions 
expressed in this commen-
tary are solely those of the 
author.
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the trigger law have only 
narrow exceptions to save 
the life of the pregnant 
patient.

While  other states’ 
trigger laws went into 
effect immediately, Tex-
as’ was written to go into 
effect 30 days after the 
Supreme Court issued 
its official judgment, af-
ter which no rehearings 
or appeals can be filed. 
That process usually takes 
about a month.

Immediately after the 
pre-Roe statutes went into 
effect, a handful of abor-
tion clinics brought a legal 
challenge seeking to block 
them from being enforced. 
Although they were granted 
a temporary restraining 
order, the Supreme Court 
of Texas later ruled that the 
laws could be civilly en-
forced while the challenge 
made its way through the 
courts.

There have been no 
known legal challenges filed 

to block the trigger law from 
going into effect.

This article originally 
appeared in The Texas Tri-

bune. Read the original 
here. The Texas Tribune is 
a non-profit, non-partisan 
media organization that in-

forms Texans -- and engages 
with them -- about public 
policy, politics, government 
and statewide issues.

Abortion
continued from page 1

Abortion opponents celebrate after the U.S. Supreme Court overturns Roe vs. 
Wade, ending federal abortion protection in Washington on Friday. Photo by  
Jemal Countess/UPI

addressed the scenario.
Pelosi has not confirmed 

the trip, which would be 
the first to Taiwan by a 
House speaker since Re-
publican Newt Gingrich 
met then-President Lee 
Teng-hui in 1997. She had 
reportedly planned to visit 
in April during a scheduled 
Asia tour, but the trip was 
canceled after she tested 
positive for COVID-19.

U.S. President Joe Biden 
weighed in on the issue last 
week, saying that the U.S. 
military believes “it’s not 
a good idea right now” for 
Pelosi to make the visit.

Biden and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping are scheduled 
for a phone call on Thursday 
amid the worsening ties, 
Bloomberg reported.

A number of prominent 
Republicans have encour-
aged the Pelosi trip.

“Speaker Pelosi should 
go to Taiwan and President 
Biden should make it abun-

dantly clear to Chairman Xi 
that there’s not a damn thing 
the Chinese Communist 
Party can do about it,” Sen. 
Ben Sasse, R-Neb., said on 
Monday. “No more feeble-
ness and self-deterrence.”

Senate Republican lead-
er Mitch McConnell said 
during a news conference 
Tuesday that Pelosi would 
hand China “a victory of 
sorts” if she backed off on 
the visit after threats from 
Beijing.

China views the demo-
cratic island of 23 million 
as a wayward province and 
has vowed to retake it by 
force if necessary. Con-
cerns over Beijing’s plans 
for Taiwan have grown in 
the wake of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, which 
is now in its sixth month.

China has also ratcheted 
up military provocations 
against Taiwan over the 
past several months, with 
frequent incursions into 
the island’s Air Defense 
Identification Zone. Bei-
jing also recently amplified 
sovereignty claims over the 
Taiwan Strait.

Trip
continued from page 1
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Lawyers deliver opening arguments in Alex Jones’ 
Sandy Hook defamation trial

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

Lawyers delivered open-
ing arguments Tuesday in 
a trial to determine how 
much Infowars owner and 
host Alex Jones owes in 
defamation damages to the 

parents of the 2012 Sandy 
Hook mass shooting.

Neil Heslin and Scarlett 
Lewis, parents of 6-year-
old Jesse Lewis, one of the 
26 first grade students and 
teachers killed in the 2012 
shooting at Sandy Hook 
Elementary in Connecticut, 

are seeking $150 million in 
damages after Jones repeat-
edly described the shooting 
as a “giant hoax” involving 
government-employed “cri-
sis actors.”

Mark Bankston, an at-
torney for the parents, told 
the jury in the civil trial 
in Texas that Jones used 
the deaths of Jesse and the 
25 other victims “to sell 
supplements” through his 
Infowars show.

“Mr. Jones will do or 
say anything to protect his 
ability to profit off his lies,” 
Bankston said. “You can 
put an end to these lies by 
punishing Alex Jones.”

Jones’ attorney, Andi-

no Reynal, told the jury 
that Jones was “1,500 miles 
away” in Texas, dropping 
his own children off at 
school, when the shooting 
occurred.

“When he heard about 
the event he was shocked 
and saddened, just like ev-
eryone else in America,” 
Reynal said. “He was also 
suspicious.”

Jones spoke to reporters 
inside the Travis County 
Courthouse during a break 
in opening arguments on 
Tuesday after he arrived 
at the courtroom wearing 
a piece of silver tape over 
his mouth that read “Save 
the 1st.”

“Ladies and gentlemen, if 
you want to be bamboozled 
and lose your First Amend-
ment ... go ahead,” he said. 
“You’re having your rights 
to a trial by jury to decide 
if you’re guilty or innocent 
stolen from you. This is a 
kangaroo court. This is a 
political act. This is a witch 
hunt.”

Judge Maya Guerra 
Gamble admonished Jones 
and his attorneys for speak-
ing about the case within 
earshot of the jury, stressing 
that every trial participant is 

“ordered to be silent out of 
this courtroom, or if there 
is any member of the jury 
in sight.”

“We’re not going to have 
that again,” the judge said.

On Monday, during jury 
selection, Jones’ attorneys 
said he may miss parts of 
the trial due to “medical 
issues,” adding he “has no 
obligation to be here.”

“Alex, you may have no-
ticed is not here, like the 
plaintiffs. He may not be 
here through parts of the 
trial,” Reynal said.

Infowars owner and host Alex Jones appeared in 
court in Texas on Tuesday as he faces a civil defa-
mation trial for claiming that the 2012 Sandy Hook 
Elementary School mass shooting was a hoax. File 
Photo by Ken Cedeno/UPI 

States sue over 
policy tying school 

lunch money to 
LGBTQ+ protections

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

Nearly two dozen states sued the Biden administration 
Tuesday over new guidelines that would cut federal fund-
ing for student lunches at schools with outdated LGBTQ+ 
protections.

The rule is part of the U.S. Agriculture Department’s 
new initiative to fight discrimination against LGBTQ+ 
students. The rule requires all state and local agencies 
receiving funds from Food and Nutrition Service to in-
vestigate allegations of discrimination based on gender 
identity or sexual orientation.

“We all know the Biden administration is dead-set 
on imposing an extreme left-wing agenda on Americans 
nationwide,” Indiana Attorney General Todd Rokita, who 
is leading the 22-state lawsuit, said in a statement. “But 
they’ve reached a new level of shamelessness with this ploy 
of holding up food assistance for low-income kids unless 
schools do the left’s bidding.”

The 22 states, which are mostly Republican-controlled, 
named in the lawsuit are Indiana, Alabama, Alaska, Ar-
izona, Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Okla-
homa, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, Virginia and West Virginia.

The lawsuit, co-led by Tennessee Attorney General 
Herbert Slatery III, specifically names the USDA as a 
defendant. It accuses the Biden administration of mis-
construing federal law and misinterpreting the Supreme 
Court decision in Bostock vs. Clayton County, which 
protects employees against discrimination for being gay 
or transgender.

The National School Lunch Program feeds nearly 30 
million students every day. Approximately 100,000 public, 
non-profit private schools and daycares receive federal 
funding to subsidize free or reduced-priced meals for 
qualifying children.

“The Biden administration’s actions will inevitably re-
sult in regulatory chaos that threatens essential nutritional 
services to some of Indiana’s most vulnerable citizens,” 
Rokita said.

22 states are suing the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
over new guidelines that tie school lunch funding to 
LGBTQ+ protections. File photo by Bill Greenblatt/
UPI
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House votes to award Congressional Gold Medals 
to Americans killed in Benghazi

By Darryl Coote  
UPI

Lawmakers in the U.S. House 
of Representatives have passed 
legislation to posthumously award 
the Congressional Gold Medal to 
the four Americans killed in the 
Sept. 11, 2012, attack on the U.S. 
consulate in Benghazi, Libya.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. 
Stephen Lynch, D-Mass., passed 
the House on Tuesday via a voice 
vote to award Congress’ highest 
expression of national apprecia-
tion to U.S. Ambassador J. Chris-
topher Stevens, State Department 
employee Sean Smith and two 
contract security offices and for-
mer Navy SEALs, Glen Doherty 
and Tyrone Woods.

The four men were killed in a 
five-hour attack on the building 
that was orchestrated by Islamic 
militant groups, including Al-
Qaeda-linked Ansar al-Sharia, 
which was designated by the Unit-
ed States as a Foreign Terrorist 
organization in January 2014.

Ahmed Abu Khattala, who 
prosecutors accused of being the 
mastermind behind the attack, 
was sentenced to 22 years in 
prison in June of 2018 after being 
found guilty of committing sev-
eral terrorism-related charges but 
not the most serious, including 
murder.

During the floor debate Tues-
day, Rep. Ann Wagner, R-Miss., 
called the four men “heroes” who 
should be honored.

Wagner detailed how each of 
the men had performed years of 
service for the United States gov-
ernment and military and died 
while serving their country.

“Honor these men with the 
recognition they deserve,” she 
said, urging her colleagues to vote 
“yes” to the resolution.

Lynch from the floor told the 
House that it is “more than fitting” 
to award the four men the congres-
sional medal with September being 
the 10th anniversary of their deaths.

“The commissioning of the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 

honor of these four exceptional 
Americans will appropriately 
recognize their heroism, bravery 

and sacrifice on behalf of a grateful 
nation,” he said.

The bill will now need to be 

voted on by the Senate before 
being sent to the desk of President 
Joe Biden to be signed into law.

The U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday passed a bill to award Congressional Gold Medals 
to the four Americans killed in the 2012 attack on the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya. File Photo 
by Sarah Silbiger/UPI 

Chicago man pleads guilty to stalking R. Kelly victim
By Darryl Coote  

UPI

A Chicago man who said 
he was a manager, adviser and 
friend of R. Kelly has pleaded 
guilty to having threatened, 
harassed and blackmailed 
one of the disgraced R&B 
singer’s victims.

Donnell Russell, 47, plead-
ed guilty Tuesday before 
U.S. District Judge Ann M. 
Donnelly to one count of 
interstate stalking for ha-
rassing and intimidating a 
woman identified in court 

documents as Jane Doe in 
order to force her to drop her 
allegations against the singer, 
whose real name is Robert 
Sylvester Kelly.

“Russell used threats, ha-
rassment and intimidation in 
a deliberate effort to silence 
one of R. Kelly’s victims and 
prevent her voice from being 
heard,” U.S. Attorney Breon 
Peace for the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York said in a 
statement.

“When the initial effort 
failed, he continued his 
vile campaign by sending 

threatening messages to 
Jane Doe and her moth-
er, and publishing explicit 
photos of the victim on the 
Internet before and after 
Kelly was indicted.”

Kelly was sentenced in late 
June to 30 years in prison on 
one racketeering charge that 
included 12 underlying acts 
of sexual exploitation of a 
child, kidnapping, bribery 
and sex trafficking as well 
as eight counts of violating 
the Mann Act sex trafficking 
law. Doe was a witness in the 
trial and has also filed a civil 

lawsuit against the “I believe 
I can fly” singer.

On Tuesday, Russell 
admitted to harassing and 
intimidating Doe and her 
mother from November 2018 
when they filed their lawsuit 
against Kelly to February 
2020.

Russell had threatened 
the pair via phone, mail and 
Internet that he would reveal 
sexually explicit photographs 
of Doe as well as her sexual 
history if she did not with-
draw her lawsuit and stop 
participating in the racke-

teering case.
Among the threats includ-

ed a letter he sent to Doe’s 
lawyer on Oct. 22, 2018, that 
warned if she “really cares 
about her own reputation 
she should cease her partic-
ipation and association with 
the organizers of this negative 
campaign,” according to the 
original criminal complaint.

The letter contained sexu-
ally explicit photographs and 
text messages from Doe.

On Dec. 21 of that same 
year, Russell under the alias 
of Colon Dunn sent Doe and 

her mother a series of threat-
ening text messages that 
included the explicit images.

Then on Jan. 3, 2019, Doe 
and her mother received a 
text message from Russell 
warning “pull the plug or you 
will be exposed.” Days later, 
Russell created a Facebook 
page and posted screen shots 
of text messages between 
Doe and Kelly that contained 
some of the explicit photo-
graphs. He also displayed 
them during interviews 
with vloggers that were live 
streamed on YouTube.
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WNBA star Brittney Griner to testify in drug 
smuggling trial in Russia

By A.L. Lee 
UPI

WNBA star Brittney Griner 
will testify in Russian court on 
Wednesday at her drug smuggling 
trial, during which prosecutors 
are expected to cross-examine her 
about possession of small amounts 
of hashish oil that’s kept her in jail 
for six months.

Griner has been on trial for 
a number of days and faces as 
many as 10 years in prison if she’s 
convicted on the drug charges. 
She pleaded guilty to the charges 
earlier this month, but Russia’s 
court system still puts someone 
on trial even if they plead guilty 
to the offenses.

Griner’s appearance on the 
stand Wednesday comes after 
medical witnesses testified in her 

behalf on Tuesday that profession-
al athletes use cannabis to treat 

sports injuries and that Griner 
had been prescribed hashish oil by 

a doctor for treatment of “severe 
chronic pain.”

The 31-year-old Phoenix Mer-
cury star and Olympic gold med-
alist had vape cartridges with less 
than a gram of hashish oil when she 
arrived and was taken into custody 
at the Moscow airport on Feb. 17.

Griner said that she packed the 
cartridges by accident. Possession 
of cannabis products is considered 
a serious crime in Russia.

Earlier this month, several 
Russian citizens also testified in 
support of Griner -- including 
Maxim Ryabkov, director of a Rus-
sian basketball club in the city of 
Yekaterinburg where Griner plays 
during the WNBA off-season, and 
team doctor Anatoly Galabin.

Galabin said that Griner never 
tested positive for illegal sub-
stances while she was a member 

of the team.
If convicted, the women’s bas-

ketball star will have an oppor-
tunity to appeal -- but her family 
and supporters have been urging 
the United States and President 
Joe Biden to get her released and 
returned home.

Griner decided to plead guilty 
to the charges this month in hopes 
that it would bring leniency in her 
punishment. She has also been 
mentioned as part of a possible 
prisoner swap.

Several weeks ago, the U.S. 
State Department changed Gri-
ner’s official status as “wrongfully 
detained” - a move that allows 
the federal government to seek 
more aggressive options in getting 
Americans released abroad.

Griner’s trial is expected to last 
until early August.

If convicted, the women’s basketball star will have an opportunity 
to appeal -- but her family and supporters have been urging the 
United States and President Joe Biden to get her released and 
returned home. File Photo by Richard Ellis/UPI

Biden tests negative for COVID-19: ‘My recovery 
was quick and I feel great’

By Doug Cunningham 
UPI

Less than a week after he 
tested positive, President 
Joe Biden said on Wednes-
day that he has recovered 
from COVID-19 and that 
he’s eager to get back to 
work in the Oval Office.

Biden detailed his recov-
ery in a speech in the White 
House Rose Garden. Earlier 
Wednesday, his doctor an-
nounced that the president 
had completed his antiviral 
treatment and was no lon-
ger in isolation.

Physician to the Presi-
dent Dr. Kevin O’Connor 
said that Biden’s symptoms 
are “almost completely re-
solved” and that he no lon-

ger has a fever. He added 
that the president tested 
negative for COVID-19 
Tuesday night and again 
Wednesday morning.

“When I was walking 
out, I thought I heard a 
rumbling in my staff say-
ing, ‘oh he’s back,’” Biden 
quipped at the start of his 
speech in the Rose Garden.

“Thankfully, I’ ll now 
be able to return to work 
in person,” he added. “My 
symptoms were mild, my 
recovery was quick and I’m 
feeling great.”

“It’s a real statement of 
where we are in the fight 
against COVID-19,” Biden 
said, encouraging people to 
get vaccinated and boosted 
to slow the spread of the 

new BA.5 Omicron variant.
“Here is the bottom line: 

When my predecessor got 
COVID, he had to get he-
licoptered to Walter Reed 

Medical Center. He was 
severely ill. Thankfully, 
he recovered. When I got 
COVID, I worked upstairs 
in the White House. The 

difference is vaccination, 
of course.”

Biden added that there 
are also treatments avail-
able now that weren’t when 
President Donald Trump 
became ill, and said that 
his administration is pres-
ently working on the next 
generation of COVID-19 
vaccines.

“God bless you all, and 
now I get to go back to the 
Oval Office,” Biden said in 
closing his speech.

Since Biden’s diagnosis 
last Thursday, O’Connor 
has given an update on the 
president’s condition each 
day in a letter.

“The president contin-
ues to be very specifical-
ly conscientious to pro-

tect any of the executive 
residence, White House, 
Secret Service and other 
staff whose duties require 
any (albeit socially dis-
tanced) proximity to him,” 
O’Connor wrote in his let-
ter Wednesday.

O’Connor added that 
Biden will continue to wear 
a mask for 10 full days 
when he’s around others. 
After his diagnosis, Biden 
took the antiviral treatment 
Paxlovid for five straight 
days.

Biden, 79, is fully vacci-
nated and double boosted. 
O’Connor said that he’d 
been infected with the BA.5 
Omicron subvariant, which 
is more transmissible than 
other variants.

President Joe Biden gives a thumbs up as he arrives 
to deliver remarks after his recovery from COVID-19 
in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington 
on Wednesday. Photo by Yuri Gripas/UPI

Ukraine forces use U.S. rocket system to knock out bridge, 
disrupt Russian supply route

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

Officials said that Ukrainian 
forces have used a U.S.-supplied 
rocket system to target a key 
bridge and disrupt a major route 
that Russia uses to send military 
supplies through the southern 
part of the country.

The officials said the attack 
targeted the Antonivskiy Bridge, 
which runs over the Dnieper 
River near Kherson in far south-
ern Ukraine, close to the Black 
Sea.

A Russian-appointed official in 
the area, Kirill Stremousov, con-
firmed the attack on the bridge. 
He said the bridge is still intact, 
but is sufficiently damaged so that 
vehicles cannot cross.

The Russian official also said 
that Ukrainian forces had used 
American-supplied HIMARS 
precision rocket launchers to hit 
the bridge. The same bridge was 
shelled by Ukrainian forces last 
week.

Kyiv targeted the bridge to 
loosen Russia’s grip on Kherson -- 
where Moscow has been in control 
for most of the war -- and other 
locations in the region.

“There were hits [after the at-
tack of the Ukrainian troops] on 
the Antonivskiy Bridge,” Strem-
ousov said according to The 
Guardian. “We blocked traffic. 
We will repair it.”

Meanwhile, Russian forces at-
tacked civilian infrastructures far-
ther north in Kharkiv and officials 
said a private Moscow-aligned 
military firm successfully ad-
vanced on a Ukrainian power 
plant in the Donbas.

Britain’s Defense Ministry, 

which has been closely monitor-
ing the fighting since it began in 
February, said the private mil-
itary company working for the 
Kremlin, Wagner, made tactical 
advances around the Vuhlehirska 
power plant and the nearby village 
of Novoluhanske in the Donetsk 
region.

The Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions comprise the Donbas, 
which for years has been home 
to a number of pro-Russia sep-
aratists.

Farther north, Russian forces 
have kept up attacks on civilian in-
frastructure in Kharkiv, according 
to regional Gov. Oleh Syniehubov.

“The Russians deliberately tar-
get civilian infrastructure objects 
hospitals, schools, movie theaters,” 
Syniehubov said according to The 
Guardian. “Everything is being 
fired at, even queues for human-
itarian aid.”

In other Russian attacks in 
the Donetsk region, one person 

was killed when missiles hit a 
two-story hotel in Bakhmut -- and 
structural damage occurred when 
several missiles hit in Toretsk. 
Ukrainian and Western officials 
say that Moscow has made only 
incremental progress in advancing 
west through the Donetsk region 
over the past few weeks.

A Russian soldier and a dog stand guard near the Kakhovka Hydroelectric Power Plant on the Dnieper River in Kakhovka, near 
Kherson, Ukraine, on May 20. Officials said Wednesday that Ukraine heavily damaged a bridge nearby that is important to Russian 
supply routes. File Photo by EPA-EFE



Sponsored by Inner-City Return Service
Local detainees

VERNON CORNELIUS BRYANT JR
MAINTAIN PLACE FOR SALE OF CONTROL SUBSTANCE — FELONY
M/S/S/P CS W/N 1000FT OF SCHOOL — FELONY
PWISD COCAINE — FELONY
PWIMSD HEROIN — FELONY

THIMOTHEA LONEICE COPPAGE-JONES
FTA-POSSESSION OF FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
FTA-ASSAULT BY POINTING A GUN — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-UNSAFE MOVEMENT — MISDEMEANOR
CHILD SUPPORT — MISDEMEANOR

TYLER CHRISTIAN BRIGHT
OBTAINING PROPERTY BY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
LARCENY, FELONY — FELONY

CHRISTOPHER JOSEPH DAVIS
FELONY STALKING — FELONY
DV PROTECTIVE ORDER VIOL — MISDEMEANOR

REAGAN HAYES DENNY
IDENTITY THEFT — FELONY
FELONY POSSESSION SCH II CS — FELONY
MISD PROB VIOL OUT OF COUNTY —MISDEMEANOR
HIT/RUN LEAVE SCENE PROP DAM — MISDEMEANOR

AKYREE RONNELL COLLINS-SMITH
FIRST DEGREE MURDER — FELONY
DISCHARGE WEAPON OCCUPPIED — FELONY
POSSESSION OF FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION— MISDEMEANOR

WILLIE MACK CLARK JR
TRAFFICKING OPIUM OR HEROIN — FELONY
PWIMSD HEROIN — FELONY
MAINTN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS — FELONY

DENISE MARIE HENRY
FELONY LARCENY — FELONY

DANNY RAY HADDOCK
ATTEMPT FIRST DEGREE MURDER — FELONY
HABITUAL MISDEANOR ASSUALT — FELONY
INJURY TO PERSONAL PROPERTY — MISDEMEANOR
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR
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NFL launches subscription streaming service; NFL+ 
to stream games, other content

By Adam Schrader 
UPI

The NFL launched the league’s 
first streaming service, NFL+, on 
Monday and the new service will 
begin broadcasting live games 
next week.

NFL+ will include live local 
and prime-time regular season 
and postseason games on mobile 
devices, the league said in a state-
ment. Prime-time games were 
previously available to Verizon 
customers free on the Yahoo! 
Sports app.

Live out-of-market preseason 
games, which were previously 
only available with a subscription 
to NFL Game Pass for $99.99 
annually, will now be available 
for NFL+ subscribers across all 
devices.

“NFL+ marks the next evolu-

tion of the NFL’s direct-to-con-
sumer offering, building upon 
what the league developed with 
NFL Game Pass,” the league said 
in a statement.

The league noted that fans will 
also be able to stream live local 
and national audio for every game 
as well as NFL Network shows 
on-demand and films from the 
league’s archives, among other 
content.

NFL+ is available for $4.99 per 
month, or a premium package for 
$9.99 with ad-free full and con-
densed game replays.

“Today marks an important 
day in the history of the National 
Football League with the launch 
of NFL+,” NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell said in a state-
ment.

“The passionate and dedicated 

football fans are the lifeblood of 
the NFL and being able to reach 
and interact with them across 
multiple platforms is incredibly 
important to us.”

Goodell said that he hopes 
NFL+ will grow and deepen the 
league’s “relationship with fans 
across all ages and demograph-
ics.”

NFL+ will not initially include 
exclusive regular-season games, 
but NFL Media Chief Operat-
ing Officer Hans Schroeder told 
CNBC that may change in coming 
years depending on viewership 
habits.

“It’s another option we’ll con-
sider with all of our other options,” 
Schroeder said.

“We are really excited about 
where NFL+ can go. As quickly as 
media and the sports distribution 

business continues to change and 
evolve, there are lots of different 
factors.”

NFL+ will begin streaming 
live action with the Hall of Fame 
Game on Aug. 4.

The streaming service, NFL+, will be available for $4.99 per 
month, or a premium package for $9.99 with ad-free full and con-
densed game replays. File Photo by Jon SooHoo/UPI

Longtime Patriots WR Danny Amendola to retire from NFL
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Veteran wide receiver 
Danny Amendola plans to 
retire from the NFL, his 
agent Erik Burkhardt said.

Burkhardt announced 
the news Monday night 
on Twitter. Amendola also 
hinted at the move with a 
highlight video Tuesday on 
the social media platform.

“Wouldn’t have it any 
other way,”  Amendola 

wrote.
The 13-year-veteran 

entered the league as an 
undrafted free agent out 
of Texas Tech. Amendola 
signed with the St. Louis 
Rams in 2009. He joined 
quarterback Tom Brady and 
the New England Patriots in 
2013. Amendola teamed up 
with Brady for Super Bowl 
titles in 2015 and 2017.

“Beyond proud of my 
brother Danny Amendola 
on an incredible football 

career,” Burkhardt tweeted. 
“He battled through the 
lowest NFL lows [cut several 
times early in his career] 
and reached the highest of 
highs.

“His respect in the league 
is unprecedented. Career 
part 2 will be even better.”

Amendola played for the 
Miami Dolphins in 2018 
and joined the Detroit Lions 
in 2019. He spent last season 
with the Houston Texans.

Amendola, 36, totaled 

a career-high 689 yards in 
his second season with the 
Rams. He totaled at least 
600 yards in three separate 
seasons with the Patriots.

Amendola logged 11 
catches for 137 yards and 
three scores during the Pa-
triots’ 2015 title run. He 
also caught 26 passes for 
348 yards and two scores to 
help the Patriots reach the 
title game in 2018, which 
they lost to the Philadelphia 
Eagles.

Former New England Patriots wide receiver Danny 
Amendola won two Super Bowl titles. File Photo by 
John Angelillo/UPI

Kelce, Waller, Andrews lead Top 25 fantasy 
football tight end rankings

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Travis Kelce, Darren Waller 
and Mark Andrews lead my Top 
25 fantasy football tight end 
rankings for 2022.

George Kittle,  Kyle Pitts, 
Dallas Goedert, T.J. Hocken-
son, Dalton Schultz, Zach Ertz 
and Pat Freiermuth are among 
my other Top 10 options at the 
position.

Tight end is not a premium 
position in every league, as some 
formats don’t even require a 
starter. Some players at the po-
sition are worth starting in WR/
TE flex spots, but only if they are 
elite options.

In past years, only a few tight 
ends could be counted on every 
week. This year seems to be a 
little different, in my opinion, 
as at least seven or eight options 
will be vital to their respective 
team’s offense.

After those Top 8 playmakers 
are off the board, it might be best 
to adopt a week-to-week strate-
gy to determine your starter if 
you are in a league that requires 
starting the position.

I split my top tight end targets 
into five tiers: Hall of Fame, 
All-Pro, Pro Bowl, Just Napping 
(early to mid-round targets) 
and Deep Sleepers (mid- to 
late-round sleepers). The full 
rankings are below.

Hall of Fame

1. Travis Kelce, 2. Darren 
Waller, 3. Mark Andrews

Kelce led the Kansas City 
Chiefs in targets for five-consec-
utive seasons before Tyreek Hill 
took that title in 2021. Hill just 
departed through an off-season 
trade to the Miami Dolphins, 
which should make him Patrick 
Mahomes’ top look once again.

Kelce totaled at least 92 catch-
es and 1,100 yards in each of the 
past four seasons. He also aver-
aged nearly nine touchdowns 
each year.

I expect Kelce to post a ca-

reer-high receptions total this 
season. He also should reach the 
end zone at least 10 times and 
eclipse 1,200 yards.

The Chiefs schedule features 
five matchups against teams that 
ranked inside the Top 10 for the 
fewest fantasy points allowed to 
tight ends last season, but it starts 
out very friendly to the position. 
Three of the Chiefs’ first five 
games come against teams that 
ranked inside the Top 10 for the 
most points allowed to tight ends.

Those statistics mean that Kelce 
should start out strong, as Ma-
homes leans on the veteran and the 
team’s offense finds a new post-Hill 
identity. If Kelce gets off to a stellar 
start, he also could be a great trade 
candidate in your league as his 
schedule gets tougher.

I am very high on the Las Ve-
gas Raiders offense this season 
and Waller is a big reason for 
that. Look for quarterback Derek 
Carr to post the best statistical 
season of his career, using Waller 
and new addition Davante Ad-
ams as his top weapons.

Waller totaled just two touch-
downs and 55 catches in 11 
games last season. He should 
rebound in 2022, especially 
as a red zone threat. Look for 
the 6-foot-6 target to haul in 
at least eight touchdowns as 
he sees more friendly coverage 
near the end zone due to Adams’ 
presence. He also should again 
eclipse 800 receiving yards.

Andrews is another player 
who should benefit from an 
off-season departure. The Balti-
more Ravens pass catcher totaled 
a career-high 107 catches for 
1,361 yards and nine scores in 
17 games last season. The Ra-
vens then lost top wide receiver 
Marquise Brown through an 
off-season trade.

Andrews, who led all tight 
ends with 153 targets last season, 
should battle Kelce for that title 
this season. He also enters the 
campaign as Lamar Jackson’s top 
target as the quarterback heads 
into a contract year.

Look for Andrews to total at 

least 100 catches for 1,200 yards. 
He also should be a threat to 
reach the end zone 10 times.

All-Pro

4. George Kittle, 5. Kyle Pitts
Kittle remains a Top 5 option 

for me in 2022, despite an up-and-
down 2021 for the San Francisco 
49ers playmaker. The three-time 
Pro Bowl selection totaled 910 
yards and six scores on 71 catches 
in 14 games last season.

He remains one of the 49ers’ 
top weapons this season as 
the team prepares to start sec-
ond-year quarterback Trey 
Lance. I expect Lance to find a 
rhythm with Kittle early on as he 
develops as a passer.

Look for Kittle to log at least 
80 catches for 1,000 yards and 
seven scores in 2022. He is my 
No. 4 option, but should be more 
of a priority in leagues that re-
quire starting the position.

Pitts eclipsed 1,000 yards in 
his rookie campaign last year 
for the Atlanta Falcons. He also 
hauled in 68 catches on 110 tar-
gets in 17 games.

The Falcons lost  veteran 
wide receiver Russell Gage this 
off-season, but selected Drake 
London in the 2022 NFL Draft 
and traded for former Raiders 
wide receiver Bryan Edwards. 
I expect those additions to take 
a little pressure off Pitts, but he 
remains the top target in Atlanta.

Look for the second-year 
tight end to snag at least 80 
catches for 1,100 yards. He also 
should well exceed his one score 
from last season and reach the 
end zone at least five times.

Pro Bowl

6. Dallas Goedert,  7. T.J. 
Hockenson

Goedert and Hockenson are 
in similar situations in 2022 due 
to uncertainty at the quarterback 
position, but I expect their talent 
to warrant weekly fantasy foot-
ball starts.

Goedert totaled 830 yards and 

four scores on 56 catches last 
season, but started the campaign 
in a workload split with fellow 
tight end Zach Ertz.

Ertz is now with the Arizona 
Cardinals, which should result in 
a full season of great production 
from Goedert in Philadelphia. I 
expect Goedert to total at least 
75 catches this season. He also 
should draw more favorable cov-
erage due to the team’s off-sea-
son trade for star wide receiver 
A.J. Brown.

I don’t expect his yardage 
total to eclipse the 830 from 
last season, but I do see his 
touchdown total pushing closer 
to eight in 2022. He is my No. 6 
option.

Hockenson broke out for 723 
yards and six scores on 67 catch-
es in 2020. He went on to snag 
61 catches for 583 yards and four 
scores in 12 games in 2021, as he 
missed the end of the campaign 
due to a hand injury.

Hockenson should again be 
a top look for Detroit Lions 
quarterback Jared Goff. He is a 
near-lock for at least 70 catches 
for 800 yards and six scores if he 
plays every game.

He is not an every week start-
er in leagues that feature at least 
fewer than 14 teams that don’t 
require starting tight ends.

Just Napping

11. Mike Gesicki, 12. Dawson 
Knox

Gesicki is one of my favorite 
high-end sleepers. Miami Dol-
phins quarterback Tua Tagov-
ailoa enters the season with a 
lot to prove after his team was 
linked to multiple quarterbacks 
for potential acquisitions this 
off-season. The Dolphins used 
free agency and the trade mar-
ket to surround Tagovailoa with 
weapons, while Gesicki stayed 
in town under a franchise tag 
agreement.

With Tyreek Hill and Jaylen 
Waddle lining up outside as deep 
threats, Gesicki should find a ton 
of room to move in the middle of 

the field. He also remains a great 
red zone target.

The Dolphins schedule fea-
tures six games against teams 
that ranked inside the Top 10 for 
the most fantasy points allowed 
to tight ends last season.

Gesicki can warrant a large 
contract if he provides stellar 
statistics in 2022. I expect his 
yardage total to be near 750. His 
touchdowns should increase to 
near 10. He is a matchup-based 
fantasy starter.

Deep Sleepers

18. Robert Tonyan, 19. Noah 
Fant, 23. Hayden Hurst

Like the Chiefs, Titans and 
Ravens, the Green Bay Packers 
watched their top wide receiver 
leave town through an off-sea-
son trade. But the void left 
by Davante Adams’ departure 
might be the toughest to fill.

Adams totaled 238 targets 
over the past two seasons. He 
totaled more than 2,900 yards 
and scored 29 times in 30 games 
over that stretch.

The Packers added playmak-
ers through the 2022 NFL Draft 
and free agency, but I expect 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers to 
lean on Tonyan, if he is healthy.

Tonyan sustained an ACL tear 
midway through his 2021 cam-
paign. His status for the start of 
this season is a bit uncertain, but 
he should be a breakout option 
if he is ready early on in 2022.

Tonyan will miss the first four 
weeks of the campaign if he isn’t 
activated from the physically 
unable to perform list. His status 
is very important to monitor, es-
pecially if you are in a league that 
requires starting the position.

Tonyan totaled a career-high 
586 yards and 11 scores on 52 
catches in 16 games in 2020. 
Two of his best games that sea-
son came with Adams out of the 
lineup. Tonyan totaled 148 yards 
and four touchdowns and caught 
each of his 11 targets in that two-
game stretch.
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Cheri Beasley Tours Durham Technical Community College in 
Stop on Standing Up for North Carolina Tour

RALEIGH — On Thursday, 
July 28, candidate for U.S. Senate 
Cheri Beasley will visit Durham 
Technical Community College to 
learn about their work to prepare 
students for high-demand careers 
and discuss how she can support 
career and technical education 

and apprenticeship programs to 
create good-paying jobs and an 
economy that works for all of 
North Carolina.

This visit is a part of Cheri’s 
“Standing Up For North Car-
olina” tour. The campaign is 
holding stops statewide over 

the next few months with events 
to reach voters across the state, 
including roundtables focused 
on hearing from small business 
owners, community conver-
sations on issues that mat-
ter to North Carolinians like 
lowering costs and creating a 

Made-in-America economy, 
standing up for local farmers, 
tours of vocational training 
facilities, North Carolina com-
panies, and more.

TOMORROW: Thursday, July 
28, 2022

2:00 PM: Durham Technical 

Community College, Building 
11: William G. Ingram Center for 
Applied Learning and Technology, 
1637 East Lawson Street, Durham, 
NC 27703

RSVP to amelia@cheribeasley.
com for location details if you plan 
to attend.

NRCC Backs Candidate Accused Multiple Times 
of Domestic Violence

The NRCC will stoop to 
any low to install their can-
didates in office – including 
openly backing candidates 
that have been credibly ac-
cused of domestic violence. 

The NRCC quietly add-
ed Sandy Smith (NC-01) to 
their list of backed candi-
dates two months after she 
won her primary, despite 
her allegedly being physi-
cally abusive towards three 
family members, including 

her teenage daughter. 
The NRCC has so far re-

fused to comment on newly 
reported details about San-
dy Smith’s violent behavior, 
but they must explain why 
they believe this person 
should be in Congress: 

Smith’s daughter said 
she was “assaulted by my 
mom” on “multiple oc-
casions,” explaining that 
Smith “pushed and shoved 
me, she slapped me, pulled 

my hair, pulled me to the 
ground and sat on me. She 
held me down by my hair 
and punched me in the face 
with a closed fist.”

Smith’s daughter “de-
scribed her home life as an 
escalating nightmare. She 
was ‘constantly’ called a 
‘sl*t, b***h, c**t,’ and other 
slurs. She’d been kicked out 
and had run away.”

Smith’s daughter “wrote 
that the Department of 

Social Services had been 
cal led to her Kinston, 
North Carolina,  home 
three times, and sheriff ’s 
deputies nine times.”

Smith’s daughter “was 
the third person to accuse 
Sandy Smith of domestic 
violence. Her father and 
former stepfather have also 
said Smith assaulted them.”

One of Smith’s ex-hus-
bands said she “bashed his 
head with an alarm clock 

while he was sleeping, 
bloodying his face. He 
said in an interview that 
the alleged attack was re-
taliation for intervening 
when he saw Smith drag 
her daughter by the hair 
across their Seattle-area 
house.”

Smith’s first husband 
“has told WRAL and The 
Carolina Journal that Smith 
tried to run him over with 
his Mustang while they 

were married.”
“The NRCC believes 

that someone who alleged-
ly physically abused her 
teenage daughter should be 
in Congress,” said DCCC 
spokesperson Monica Rob-
inson. “It’s disgusting, it’s 
immoral, and they owe 
North Carolinians an ex-
planation as to why they 
are backing Sandy Smith’s 
candidacy instead of calling 
on her to drop out.”

Fed hikes interest rates .75% again, says U.S. not in recession
By A.L. Lee  

& Doug Cunningham 
UPI

The Federal Reserve 
on Wednesday ordered 
another 0.75% interest 
rate hike amid increas-
ing pressure to control 
high-running inflation 
that’s making essential 
items more expensive for 
Americans.

“I  do not think the 
U.S .  i s  current ly  in  a 
recess ion,”  Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell told re-
porters Wednesday. “The 
reason is there are too 
many areas of the econ-
omy that are performing 
too well.”

Powell said after the 
rate hike decision was 
announced Wednesday 
that the Fed is “strongly 
committed to bringing 
inflation back down and 
is moving expeditiously 
to do so.”

It’s essential to bring 
inflation back down to 
2%, he said, adding that 
spending and production 
in the U.S. economy have 
softened and consumer 
spending has “softened 
significantly.”

Housing activity has 
w e a k e n e d  a n d  b u s i -
ness  f ixed investment 
declined in the second 
quarter, Powell said.

But  the  labor  mar-
ket remains very tight 
and strong, he said. Em-
ployment is rising by an 
average of 375,000 jobs 
per month. Underlying 
aggregate economic de-
mand remains solid.

“We think it’s neces-
sary to have growth slow 
down. We need a period 
of growth below poten-
tial  in order to create 
some slack so the supply 
side catches up,” Powell 
said.

The Fed’s  focus re-
mains on getting infla-
t ion  b ack  dow n w it h 
price stability the bed-
rock of the U.S. economy.

This Federal Reserve 
increase is the second in 
two months. The Fed or-
dered the same increase 
at its meeting in June, 
which was the largest 
hike since 1994. The cen-
tral bank went for a half-
point increase in May.

The recent increases 
make it more expensive 
for Americans to borrow 
money, but it’s a move 
that traditionally helps 

to limit rising inflation. 
When combined with 
certain market condi-
t ions ,  more  spending 
typically leads to higher 
inflation. The Fed con-
siders the economy to be 
running at peak health 
when inflation is rising 
at a rate of 2%.

So far this year, the 
annual rates of inflation 
have been measured be-
tween 7% and 8% -- the 
highest levels in about 
40 years. Last month, the 
Commerce Department 

said  inf lat ion was  up 
8.6% over the previous 
12 months.

In f l at i on  h a s  b e e n 
driven mostly by rising 
energy prices, especially 
gasoline.  On Wednes-
day, the national aver-
age was $4.30 per gal-
lon, a decline of 2 cents 
from Tuesday and almost 
60 cents over the past 
month. File Photo by Jim 
Ruymen/UPI

“The Fed has told us 
they’re unlikely to let up 
on the brakes until they 

see a convincing shift in 
the trajectory of monthly 
inflation readings that 
would signal  progress 
toward the Fed’s 2% tar-
get,” PGIM Fixed Income 
Lead Economist  El len 
Gaske wrote in a memo, 
according to Yahoo Fi-
nance.

The .75% increase on 
Wednesday raised the 
Fed’s benchmark interest 
rate to between 2.25% to 
2.5%.

Some economists warn 
that the Fed should avoid 

hiking interest rates too 
much and too abruptly, 
risking inadvertently cre-
ating a downturn.

“ T h e  q u e s t i o n  f o r 
the Fed is: Are we really 
heading into  a  reces-
sion?” Andrew Levin, a 
former Fed economist 
and a professor at Dart-
mouth College, said ac-
cording to ABC News. “If 
so, is that going to slow 
the Fed’s efforts to fight 
inflation?”

Inflation has been driv-
en mostly by rising energy 

prices, especially the cost 
of gasoline. Gas prices 
have been at record levels 
this year, but have been 
coming down over the 
past few weeks. AAA said 
on Wednesday that the 
national average was $4.30 
per gallon -- a decline of 2 
cents from Tuesday.

The Commerce De-
partment will issue its 
second-quarter econom-
ic report on Thursday. 
Gross domestic product 
for the first quarter de-
clined by 1.4%.
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Texas abortion clinics weigh whether to relocate or refocus
By Eleanor Klibanoff 

The Texas Tribune

A month after the U.S. Supreme 
Court overturned Roe vs. Wade, 
Texas’ two dozen abortion clinics 
are slowly coming to terms with a 
future where their work is virtual-
ly outlawed.

Some clinics have announced 
they are shutting down operations 
and moving to New Mexico and 
other states that are expected to 
protect abortion access. Others, 
including Planned Parenthood, 
say they will stay and continue to 
provide other sexual and repro-
ductive health services.

But keeping the doors open 
will likely come at a high cost for 
these clinics -- financially, polit-
ically and psychologically -- as 
they absorb more patients with 
fewer options.

“It’s really hard to find words in 
the English language that honor 
what the experience has been like,” 
said Dr. Bhavik Kumar, medical 
director of primary and trans care 
at Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast 
in Houston. “It’s just devastation.”

Planned Parenthood clinics in 
Texas have had to turn away pa-
tients in dire situations, according 
to an open letter provided to The 
Texas Tribune, including minors 
and a woman who already had 
children but had been told by 
her doctor that she could die if 
she carried another pregnancy 
to term.

“People are looking at you and 
asking you, like, ‘Why can’t you 
help me?’ ‘Can you make an ex-
ception?’” Kumar said. “We hear 
that all the time, and it just feels so 
inhumane and unethical ... to have 
to do this over and over again.”

Kumar thought years of nav-
igating abortion restrictions in 
Texas had prepared him for the 
overturn of Roe vs. Wade. But he 
wasn’t prepared for the fear that 
his patients are feeling amid this 
new legal landscape.

He said he saw a patient last 
week who was worried about the 
consequences of even mentioning 
abortion.

“We’re here in a clinic where 
we’ve provided abortion care for 
decades. I’m an abortion-provid-
ing doctor, and I talk very openly 
about abortion,” he said. “But she 
just had so much fear and appre-
hension, and was uncertain if she 
could actually say the words out 
loud and ask for that help.”

Even if Planned Parenthood 
can’t offer abortion anymore, it’s 
committed to staying put and 

helping Texans access an array 
of other reproductive health ser-
vices, including birth control, 
cancer screenings and testing for 
sexually transmitted diseases.

Its clinics have been deal-
ing with a surge in demand for 
long-acting reversible contra-
ception, like IUDs, and informa-
tion about birth control options 
including vasectomies, all while 
expanding their education oper-
ations.

But keeping the doors open 
will mean continuing to contend 
with a Legislature intent on seeing 
them shut down. Texas elected 
officials have spent much of the 
last decade working to defund 
Planned Parenthood by removing 
it from Medicaid and other pub-
licly funded programs.

Even as the state halts abortion 
services entirely in Texas, Planned 
Parenthood does not anticipate it 
stopping those attempts to finan-
cially hamstring its work.

“The state has been relentless 
because of who we are and what 
we stand for, and that’s unapol-
ogetic access to comprehensive 
sexual reproductive health care, 
which includes abortion,” Kumar 
said.

Plans to relocate

Other Texas clinics are shut-
ting down operations entirely 
and relocating to “haven states” 
to continue providing abortions.

Whole Woman’s Health, which 
started in Texas in 2003 and at one 
point operated six clinics around 
the state, has announced plans to 

relocate to New Mexico.
The group has been slowly 

pivoting its operations in recent 
years toward states that protect 
abortion access, building clinics 
in Maryland and Virginia and a 
new location near the airport in 
Minneapolis. It has invested in a 
program to help patients travel to 
these states from Texas.

Now, the organization is clos-
ing its remaining four Texas clin-
ics and relocating those operations 
to an as-yet undisclosed location 
in New Mexico.

Whole Woman’s Health “has 
served Texans for nearly 20 years, 
and our love for Texans runs 
deep,” President and CEO Amy 
Hagstrom Miller said in a state-
ment. “Even when the courts and 
the politicians have turned their 
backs on Texans, we never will.”

Alamo Women’s Reproductive 
Services, an independent abortion 
provider, has also announced it 
will close its San Antonio clinic 
and a sister facility in Tulsa and 
relocate to Albuquerque and Car-
bondale, Ill.

New Mexico is Texas’ only di-
rect neighbor that is expected to 
preserve abortion access, although 
“neighbor” is a relative term -- Las 
Cruces is more than a 10-hour 
drive from Dallas or Houston.

The poor, extremely rural state, 
which has struggled to provide 
reproductive healthcare to its 2 
million residents, is warily watch-
ing this influx of abortion clinics 
and patients.

The clinics that remain in Texas 
providing non-abortion care are 
preparing to serve as the conduit 

to these out-of-state clinics.
“We understand and deeply 

empathize with providers who 
have been forced to close their 
clinics and move out of state,” 
Melaney Linton, president and 
CEO of Planned Parenthood Gulf 
Coast, said in a statement. “We 
will continue to work closely with 
them as we help patients navigate 
their best options.”

But many Texans will not be 
able to leave the state, due to 
finances, child care needs or im-
migration status.

“Sometimes we hear that it was 
difficult for them to even come 
into the clinic that’s closer to 
home, maybe within 10 miles of 
where they actually live, let alone 
having to travel to another state to 
get that care,” Kumar said. “So it’s 
very, very scary for folks.”

Hanging on with ultrasounds

For many of the providers 
who have been on the front lines 
of contentious legal fights over 
abortion access in recent years, the 
overturn of Roe vs. Wade was not 
a surprise. But now that it’s here, 
they say the reality is worse than 
they could have imagined.

Most of the patients who come 
to Houston Women’s Reproduc-
tive Services these days already 
know they want an abortion -- and 
are willing to travel to out of state 
to get one. Clinic director Kathy 
Kleinfeld and her staff are in touch 
with other clinics around the 
country, helping patients navigate 
the various legal requirements, 
wait times and travel logistics that 

govern abortion access right now.
“It’s very helpful to have some-

one to talk this through with, who 
can say, ‘OK, I know this feels 
overwhelming right now. But 
have you ever lived in another 
state? Do you have any friends 
or family elsewhere?’” she said. 
“That gets the wheels turning, and 
if we’re not here to do that, they’re 
going to have to figure it out on 
their own.”

For the last month, Houston 
Women’s has provided only ultra-
sounds. Kleinfeld said it has seen 
a steady trickle of patients and 
identified ectopic pregnancies, 
false positives and patients who 
are actively miscarrying.

“In all those circumstances, 
women would be wasting precious 
time and money to travel out of 
state when in fact they may not 
need the service,” she said. “So it 
is important to have those ultra-
sounds in a medical environment 
where they receive accurate and 
compassionate care.”

Kleinfeld worries that if that 
option isn’t available, more peo-
ple will turn to crisis pregnancy 
centers. These religiously affiliated 
nonprofits often offer ultrasounds, 
but some use coercive and decep-
tive practices to discourage clients 
from pursuing abortions.

Kleinfeld said she’s been en-
couraged by the support her clinic 
has received, but they’ve scaled 
back staff and are being realistic 
about how long they can remain 
open without their main source 
of income.

“We’ll do it as long as we can,” 
she said. “I’m not gonna sell my 
house and live under the bridge. 
I’m not going to go that far, but 
... I think we’re gonna see a lot of 
creative thinking here and a lot of 
innovative ideas from some of the 
brightest people.”

Disclosure:  Planned Par-
enthood has been a financial 
supporter of The Texas Tribune, 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
organization that is funded in 
part by donations from mem-
bers, foundations and corporate 
sponsors. Financial supporters 
play no role in the Tribune’s 
journalism. Find a complete list 
of them here.

This article originally appeared 
in The Texas Tribune. Read the 
original here.

The Texas Tribune is a mem-
ber-supported, nonpartisan 
newsroom informing and en-
gaging Texans on state politics 
and policy. Learn more at texas-
tribune.org.

A Planned Parenthood clinic in Austin, Texas. Photo by Tamir Kalifa for The Texas Tribune

U.S. soccer legend Hope Solo pleads guilty to DWI
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Former United States 
soccer star Hope Solo 
pleaded guilty to driving 
while impaired, received 
a suspended sentence and 
was fined. This stemmed 
from a March arrest in 
Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, authorities said.

The Forsyth County 
District Attorney’s Office 
said in a news release, 

obtained by the New York 
Times and Winston-Sa-
lem Journal, that a judge 
on Monday gave Solo a 
suspended sentence of 
24 months and an active 
sentence of 30 days.

The judge also ordered 
the former national team 
goalie to pay a $2,500 fine 
and $600 lab test fee, un-
dergo a substance abuse 
assessment and complete 
recommended treatment.

The district attorney’s 

office said Solo, 40, was 
arrested March 31 after 
she was found passed 
out behind the wheel of 
a vehicle in a shopping 
center parking lot in Win-
ston-Salem. Her 2-year-
old twins were inside the 
car.

Solo also was charged 
with misdemeanor child 
abuse and resist ing a 
police officer, but her 
attorney, Chris Clifton, 
told the Winston-Salem 

Journal that those charges 
were dismissed.

Solo released a lengthy 
statement Monday on 
social media.

“It’s been a long road, 
but I’m slowly coming 
back from taking time 
off,” Solo wrote on Twit-
ter  and Instagram. “I 
pride myself in mother-
hood and what my hus-
band and I have done day 
in and day out for over 
two years throughout the 

pandemic with 2-year old 
twins.

“While I’m proud of us, 
it was incredibly hard and 
I made a huge mistake. 
Easily the worst mistake 
of my life.

“I underestimated what 
a destructive part of my 
life alcohol had become. 
The upside of making a 
mistake this big is that 
hard lessons are learned 
quickly. Learning these 
lessons has been diffi-

cult, and at times, very 
painful.”

Solo also thanked her 
husband, friends, fans and 
attorneys in the posts.

The star goalie played 
for the U.S. senior team 
from 2000 through 2016. 
She claimed one World 
Cup title and two Olym-
pic gold medals. She also 
helped the team win silver 
and bronze medals in two 
other World Cup appear-
ances.

LA TOVORA


