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Jan. 6 hearing: Former Oath Keeper 
testifies he ‘fears for the next election’

By Daniel Uria  
& Don Jacobson  
& Sheri Walsh 

UPI

A former spokesman for the 
extremist Oath Keepers group and 
an Ohio man who participated in 
the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol 
testified Tuesday that they worry 
about the next election.

Jason Van Tatenhove and Ste-
phen Ayres testified Tuesday in 
the seventh public hearing of the 
House committee investigating the 
2021 riots.

Van Tatenhove, who spent sev-
eral years as the Oath Keepers’ na-
tional media director, described the 
group as a “dangerous militia” led 
by Stewart Rhodes, who is charged 

with seditious conspiracy related to 
the attack.

“The best illustration of what 
the Oath Keepers are is Jan. 6,” Van 
Tatenhove said. They “drifted fur-
ther and further right into the alt-
right, nationalist and even racist.”

Halfway through his testimony, 
Van Tatenhove grew emotional 
about the attack on the Capitol. 
“I think we’ve gotten exceedingly 
lucky there was not more blood-
shed there,” he said.

“I do fear for this next election 
cycle, because who knows what 
that might bring,” Van Tatenhove 
said, referring to the possibility that 
former President Donald Trump 
could run again in 2024. “He will 

Former Oath Keepers spokesman Jason Van Tatenhove prepares 
to testify before the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 
attack on the Capitol during the committee’s seventh public hearing 
in Washington on July 12. Photo by Ken Cendeno/UPI

Inmate Casey Cole 
White indicted on 

escape, murder charges
By UPI staff

A grand jury in Alabama in-
dicted Casey Cole White on es-
cape and felony murder charges 
related to his April 29 escape 
from Lauderdale County Jail in 
Florence, Ala., with ex-corrections 
officer Vicky White.

Casey White, 38, is being 
charged in the death of Vicky 
White, who died in an Indiana 
hospital in May after being hospi-
talized with serious injuries from 
a self-inflicted gunshot wound 

that occurred as authorities were 
chasing the pair after a nearly two-

week manhunt.
Vicky White 

had assisted 
Casey White 
i n  e s c api ng 
from the jail, 
and the pair 
reportedly had 
a suicide pact 
calling for him 

to die in a shootout with police, 

White

Gov. Gavin Newsom signs 
bill giving Californians 
right to sue gun makers

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed a bill into law Tuesday giv-
ing victims of gun violence in Cali-
fornia the right to sue irresponsible 
firearms makers and distributors 
for negligence.

“To the victims of gun violence 
and their families: California stands 
with you,” Newsom said in a state-
ment. “The gun industry can no 
longer hide from the devastating 
harm their products cause.”

The bill allows individuals, local 
governments and the California 
Attorney General to sue irresponsi-
ble manufacturers whose products 
are “abnormally dangerous” and 
distributors who sell guns that can 
be illegally converted or are sold 
to people banned from owning 
firearms.

Newsom said gun manufac-
turers and distributors have been 
shielded from the mass destruction 
they cause for too long.
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U.S. abortion restrictions 
unlikely to influence more 

liberal global trends
By Martha Davis 

Northeastern University

The U.S. Supreme Court’s June 24 ruling that over-
turned Roe vs. Wade is having profound effects across 
the United States, from Florida to Wisconsin. And the 
ruling also bucks a clear worldwide trend. In countries 
from Iceland to Zambia, abortion restrictions have been 
lifted over the last two decades, not tightened.

Only 24 countries out of 195 prohibit abortion, rep-
resenting just 5% of women of reproductive age globally. 
Twice that many countries have made it easier to legally 
get an abortion in the past 20 years.

The United States joined the short list of countries that 
are increasing abortion restrictions when the Supreme 
Court overturned the constitutional right to abortion in 
Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s Health Organization. The 
ruling did not itself make abortion illegal -- it said instead 
that there is no federal right to get an abortion and that 
the power to regulate belonged to the states. Many states 
are tightening restrictions on abortion.

In the past, some Supreme Court rulings, such as 
Brown vs. Board of Education, which deemed school 
segregation illegal, have been influential abroad, cited by 
other courts in their rulings worldwide. Similarly, some 
women’s rights advocates are concerned that the Dobbs 
decision could lend legal support to more restrictive 
abortion policies in other countries.

I am a law professor who has studied worldwide trends 
in abortion law. Rather than triggering a new wave of 
restrictive abortion laws in other countries, the Dobbs 
decision seems just as likely to wield little international 
influence. Two key reasons are the broad global momen-
tum toward greater abortion access and the United States’ 
waning international influence in the area of women’s 
rights.

In fact, the Dobbs decision may serve to further isolate 
the United States and undermine its credibility as a global 
leader on women’s rights.

Trends abroad
Thirty countries changed their laws to either permit 

or make it easier to get an abortion since 2000, according 
to the Council on Foreign Relations. This trend spanned 
Africa, Asia, Europe, South America and Oceania. 
Wealthy countries like New Zealand and Switzerland, 
along with poorer countries like Togo and Micronesia, 
all increased the ability to get an abortion over the last 
two decades.

During the same period, only one wealthy Western 
country, Poland, increased restrictions on abortion, 
joining authoritarian regimes like Nicaragua on the short 
roster of nations with near-complete abortion bans.

Nepal, Ireland and Argentina are examples of three 
countries that recently adopted more liberal abortion 
laws.

In each of these countries, this change came only after 
years of protests, court fights and people organizing for 
political change. These activists’ successes depended on 
building coalitions within their countries -- not on U.S. 
influence.

Nepal and Ireland
In Nepal, abortion rights activists secured parliament’s 

approval for a new abortion law in 2002 after highlighting 
the country’s high rates of maternal mortality resulting 
from unsafe abortions.

Updated in 2018, Nepal’s law now permits abortion 
before 12 weeks of pregnancy, and, in the cases of rape, 
incest, fetal abnormality or risk to a woman’s life or health, 
any time before 28 weeks.

In Ireland, activists worked for decades to overcome 
opposition to abortion from powerful forces within the 
Catholic Church. Using strategic messaging to destigma-
tize abortion and draw attention to Ireland’s isolated status 
among other European countries, activists gradually 
influenced public opinion.

Hillary Clinton Lied Again. This Time, 
Her Lies Will Be Exposed

Hillary Clinton and Bill 
Clinton attended Yale Law 
School. But they must have 
skipped class for the lesson 
in honesty related in Sir 
Walter Scott’s epic poem, 
“Marmion: A Tale of Flod-
den Field”: “Oh what a tan-
gled web we weave /When 
first we practice to deceive.”

Hillary Clinton and Bill 
Clinton have struggled 
with the truth for their 
entire lives. Remember 
Hillary’s imaginary land-
ing in Bosnia under sniper 
fire. Or her invented right-
wing conspiracy against 
Bill to smuggle his DNA 
onto Monica Lewinsky’s 
blue dress. Or her hallu-
cinogenic proclamation 
that turning Libya into a 
terrorist-filled wilderness 
constituted “smart power 
at its best.”

A leopard cannot change 
its spots. So, it is unsur-
prising to encounter a new 
Hillary Clinton fib of which 
I have personal knowledge. 
It may seem minor, but it 
speaks volumes about her 
unfitness for leadership.

At an early age, I was 
privileged to serve as a con-
fidential assistant to Clar-
ence Thomas, the chairman 
of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission. 
Thomas was later elevated 
by President George H.W. 
Bush to the United States 
Supreme Court after a short 
stint on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Cir-
cuit. The Supreme Court 
is the most prestigious 

and powerful court in the 
world.

As his confidential as-
sistant, I was privy daily to 
many details of his private 
life. We forged a bond that 
has endured to the present 

d ay  a n d 
will con-
tinue until 
the expira-
tion of our 
n a t u r a l 
lives. I am 
h e s i t a n t 
to discuss 
p r i v a t e 
m a t t e r s , 
but an ex-

ception in this case is jus-
tified to keep the record 
straight and to defend Jus-
tice Thomas.

Hillary Clinton recently 
appeared on “CBS Morn-
ings.” To fortify the cred-
ibility of her polemic, she 
alleged personal encounters 
with Thomas during their 
attendance at Yale Law. 
As any attendee of a pres-
tigious law school knows, 
the students are character-
istically hermetically sealed 
from one another by assign-
ments to distinct sections 
based on year of admission 
or expected graduation. 
It is not unusual for two 
students attending the same 
law school during the same 
or overlapping years to nev-
er have spoken to each oth-
er. Students typically form 
small study groups and 
seldom venture sustained 
interactions with outsiders. 

On CBS, Hillary Clin-
ton claimed to have dis-

cerned the inner workings 
of Thomas’ mind during 
their joint attendance at 
Yale Law, although she 
was not in his graduating 
class. She declared that she 
“knew” Thomas and per-
ceived him as a “person of 
grievance.”

Think of that coming 
from Hillary Clinton. “A 
person of grievance”? Is she 
projecting her own venge-
ful personality? Accord-
ing to the book “HRC” by 
Jonathan Allen and Arnie 
Parnes, Hillary Clinton and 
Bill Clinton compiled an 
“enemies” list of people who 
declined to support Hillary 
in the 2008 presidential pri-
maries. The book declares 
the two created “a special 
circle of Clinton hell ... for 
people who had endorsed 
(Barack) Obama.”

In any event, Thomas 
was one of only 10 black 
students in his Yale Law 
class. He grew up on a 
farm during the depths 
of Jim Crow. Is it easy to 
forget childhood humilia-
tions and denigrations? Did 
Frederick Douglass forget 
his enslavement?

But let’s return to Hillary 
Clinton’s allegation that she 
knew Thomas at Yale Law. 
It is false. He did not know 
her. She was a classmate 
with who he seldom, if 
ever, interacted. My con-
versations with the justice 
lead me to conclude the 
two never spoke with each 
other. Her “person of griev-
ance” speculation must be 
based on unreliable hearsay 

or eavesdropping. 
Hillary Clinton is a 

worn-out politician who 
craves relevance. She has 
nothing of substance to 
say, so she traffics in gos-
sip and a politics of re-
venge.

Her lie about her Yale 
connection with Thomas 
was strategically timed to 
coincide with Supreme 
Court decisions she op-
posed. Instead of address-
ing the merits of the de-
cisions, she resorted to ad 
hominem attacks to excite 
her crowd of deplorables 
blaming every evil in the 
world on gender discrim-
ination -- especially her 
2016 presidential election 
defeat by Donald Trump. 
Who is the true person of 
grievance? Hillary Clinton 
or Clarence Thomas? You 
decide. 

Hillary Clinton will ulti-
mately pass from the scene. 
But her daughter, Chelsea, 
seems prepared to pick up 
her grievance torch with 
fresh energy. All of this 
goes to verify the wisdom of 
Henry Adams: “Politics, as 
a practice, whatever its pro-
fessions, has always been 
the systematic organization 
of hatreds.”

Have you ever wondered 
why nothing dries faster 
than a politician’s tears?

To find out more about 
Armstrong Williams and 
read features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers and 
cartoonists, visit the Cre-
ators Syndicate website at 
www.creators.com.

When muddling through no longer 
works: U.S. needs leadership, 

competence
By Harlan Ullman,  

Arnaud de Borchgrave 
UPI

Consider this image of 
America’s ship of state as a 
magnificently huge vessel 
hurtling at great speed into 
uncharted waters whose 
rudders are locked and 
whose powerful engines 
cannot be stopped or re-
versed despite all the com-
mands being issued by her 
captain, trapped on the 
bridge, to alter course.

Excessive imagery? Per-
haps?

But the rudders and 
engines are a metaphor 
for a gridlocked Congress, 
incapable of approving se-
rious legislation to address 
serious issues. For exam-
ple, with great fanfare, 
when Congress managed 
to approve a gun bill on 
a bipartisan basis, does 
anyone believe that law 
will make any difference in 
preventing the pandemic 
of mass shootings that has 
broken out across the land?

And regardless of Dem-
ocratic or Republican lead-
ership on the bridge of 
this ship of state, neither 
has been able to reverse 
the engines reflecting the 
bitterness and divisions 
infecting the nation.

Public belief in virtually 
all its institutions, from 
government to the clergy, 
media, Boy Scouts and 
police, is at or approaching 
rock bottom, an unmistak-
able symptom of the pre-

carious state of the union. 
Could it get worse? Yes.

No matter if one sup-
ports or opposes the Su-
preme Court decisions 
reversing Roe and per-
mitting concealed carry of 
firearms, the consequences 
for the nation will be dire 
simply because there is no 
legal compass or chart for 
determining how these 
actions will be implement-
ed. Should the House Jan. 
6 committee lead to the 
possible indictment of a 
former president, regard-
less of the charge, can the 
nation survive that spec-
tacle without a destructive 
blowback?

Perhaps the most apolit-
ical example of this politi-
cal paralysis and failed and 
failing government con-
cerns the one institution 
that most Americans trust 
-- the U.S. military. For 
reasons it cannot control, 
the military is on course 
to becoming a 21st ver-
sion of the post-Vietnam 
War “hollow force,” that is 
a force that was unready, 
ill-equipped and unpre-
pared to fight and win our 
nation’s wars. And the past 
default solution of mud-
dling through is unlikely 
to work.

How can this be? The 
answers are a microcosm 
of the larger ills and dan-
gers menacing the nation. 
First is an extraordinary 
fiscal imbalance. The fact 
is that the more we spend 
on defense, the more the 

force shrinks in size. The 
2023 defense budget that 
will be in excess of $800 
billion will still produce 
substantial cuts in people, 
aircraft, ships and weapons 
systems.

Second, what was once 
known as the all-volunteer 
force is now the all-recruit-
ed force as very few Amer-
icans simply volunteer for 
duty on an unsolicited 
basis. Similarly, the cohort 
of Americans qualified and 
eligible for service is also 
shrinking. And competi-
tion for human capital is 
becoming more intense. 
The shortage of airline pi-
lots will likely be filled by 
pilots leaving the Defense 
Department.

Third, because of the 
convoluted and archaic 
set of acquisition regula-
tions, moving advanced 
systems into active ser-
vice takes years and de-
cades rather than months. 
Planning for the nuclear 
aircraft carrier began in 
1995 -- so long ago that 
some officers engaged in 
that process are now re-
tired. The consequences 
are self-evident. Yet, who 
is taking note?

Each of these conditions 
applies in force to society 
at large. The more spent on 
healthcare, the less health-
care seems to be provided. 
The same pattern follows 
in too many other pro-
grams from education to 
infrastructure. Meanwhile, 
more and more debt accu-

mulates that at sometime 
will have to be repaid. And 
what happens when inter-
est rates begin to soar as is 
happening?

Human capital is not 
being developed for the 
21st century in which the 
need for skilled non-white-
collar workers will become 
dominant. And technology 
that holds one set of solu-
tions for resolving many 
of these challenges and 
problems is not being fully 
exploited. Despite all these 
danger signs of impending 
disaster for the ship of 
state, muddling through 
seems to be the default 
action.

Would any crisis change 
this attitude? More Amer-
icans died of COVID-19 
than all who were killed 
in battle in all the bat-
tles fought since 1775. 
Yet, that pandemic, unless 
it reignites, seems to be 
now largely forgotten. And 
what was learned? The 
plans that we do not have 
for COVID-20, 21 and 22 
make this point.

The public, consumed 
with inflation, gasoline 
prices, rising crime and 
gun violence need lead-
ership and competence. 
Until leaders and govern-
ment show both, it is clear 
the ship of state is headed 
for a dangerous collision 
with reality or ground-
ing because we could not 
muddle through. Yet who 
is sounding the collision 
alarm?

ARMSTRONG

WILLIAMS
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try to “whip up a civil war 
amongst his followers using 
lies and deceit.”

Ayres,  who pleaded 
guilty to disorderly conduct 
in the riots, testified he trav-
eled to Washington on Jan. 
6, because of Trump and 
his messages claiming the 
2020 presidential election 
was “stolen”

“I was pretty hardcore 
into social media, Facebook, 
Instagram,” Ayres testified. 
“I followed President Trump 
to the “Stop the Steal’ rally. I 
felt like I needed to be there.

“I was very upset, as 
were most of his supporters. 
That’s what got me to come 
down here,” Ayres said.

Ayres also testified that 
he marched to the Capitol 
after Trump’s Jan. 6 rally 
because of what the presi-
dent said.

“The president got every-
one riled up, told everyone 
to march down. I was angry 
after everything that was 
said in the speech,” Ayres 
said. “Everyone was in the 
hope that Mike Pence would 
not certify the election.”

Ayres said once Trump 
tweeted for “everyone to go 
home” later that day, he said 
the crowd dispersed.

“Once President Trump 
put his tweet out, we left,” 
Ayres test i f ied.  “If  he 
would’ve done that earlier 
that day, we wouldn’t be in 
this bad situation.”

Earlier Tuesday, the 
chairman of the committee 
opened the hearing by say-
ing Trump “seized” on the 
anger of his supporters to 
form a mob.

Rep. Bennie Thompson, 
D-Miss., asserted Trump 
was unlike any other Amer-
ican president in that he did 
not accept the will of the 
voters that Joe Biden had 
been fairly elected president 
in November 2020.

Rather, he encouraged 
his supporters to believe 
the election had been stolen 
from him.

“What Donald Trump 
was required to do in that 
moment -- what would have 
been required of any Amer-
ican leader -- was to say we 
did our best and we came up 
short,” Thompson said. “He 
went the opposite way. He 
seized on the anger he had 
already stoked among his 
most loyal supporters. And 
as they approached the line, 
he didn’t wave them off. He 
urged them on.”

The committee focused 
especially on a tweet from 

Trump in December 2020 
-- “Big protest in D.C. on 
January 6th. Be there, will 
be wild!” -- saying it may 
have been a catalyst for 
extremist groups to plan 
the attack.

Committee Vice Chair-
woman Rep. Liz Cheney, 
R-Wyo., in her own open-
ing statement, rejected the 
assertions of some Trump 
supporters that the former 
president was “manipulat-
ed” by outside advisers into 
believing there was wide-
spread election fraud.

Trump, she said, had 
access to “more detailed 
and specific information 
showing that the election 
was not actually stolen” than 
almost any other American, 
adding, “No rational or sane 
man in his position could 
disregard that information 
and reach the opposite con-
clusion.”

In November, the com-
mittee subpoenaed leaders 
of far-right extremist groups 
the Proud Boys and the 
Oath Keepers.

The committee has said 
members of the Oath Keep-
ers were involved with plan-
ning and participating in the 
violence at the U.S. Capitol 
-- and 18 members of the 
group have been indicted 
by a federal grand jury after 
traveling to Washington 
with paramilitary gear and 
supplies.

In papers filed Friday, the 
Justice Department listed 
evidence showing that a 
member of the Oath Keep-
ers carried explosives to 
the Washington area, and 
another kept a “death list” 
before the attack.

Enrique Tarrio, former 
chairman of the Proud Boys, 
was arrested on Jan. 4, 2021, 
on charges of burning a Black 
Lives Matter banner that was 
taken from Asbury United 
Methodist Church during a 
previous protest in D.C.

Tarrio and four others 
were indicted last month 
on seditious conspiracy 
charges, but a judge delayed 
a trial scheduled for August, 
citing the ongoing work of 
the Jan. 6 committee.

The committee’s last 
public hearing two weeks 
ago featured explosive 
testimony from former 
White House aide Cassidy 
Hutchinson about Trump’s 
behavior on the day of 
the attack. On Friday, the 
panel heard from former 
White House counsel Pat 
Cipollone during a closed-
door meeting -- during 
which he corroborated 
previous testimony about 
mis conduct  involv ing 
Trump on Jan. 6.

Testifies
continued from page 1

Stephen Ayres (L), who was charged with entering 
the Capitol illegally on Jan. 6, talks with Capitol Police 
Sgt. Harry Dunn following the hearing. Photo by Ken 
Cedeno/UPI

Dow falls 192 points as investors weigh 
currencies, commodities

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

U.S. markets fell for the 
second consecutive ses-
sion Tuesday as investors 
focused on currencies and 
commodities.

The Dow Jones Industri-
al Average dropped 192.51 
points, or 0.62%, to close a 
rollercoaster day that saw 
the blue-chip index climb 
as much as 172 points at 
one point and fall more 
than 300 points at session 
lows.

Meanwhile, the S&P 500 
fell 0.92% and the Nasdaq 
Composite closed the day 
down 0.95%.

“There’s a lack of a cat-
alyst, a lack of leadership 
right now,” Keith Lerner 
of Truist said. “Growth is 
slowing and global central 
banks are still in tightening 
mode, and I think that’s 
concerning the markets.”

The euro fell to $1.003 
mid-Tuesday morning, plac-
ing it near parity with the 
dollar for the first time since 

November 2002, heighten-
ing recession fears in Eu-
rope. Bitcoin also fell below 
$20,000 Tuesday morning.

Crude oil futures fell 
more than 8% to trade be-
low $96 per barrel.

“Now that the commod-
ity prices are falling again 
and inflation peak looks to 
be within reach, it is likely 
that we are seeing the worst 
of financial conditions 
tightening,” Tamara Basic 
Vasiljev, senior economist 

at Oxford Economics, said.
“If so, conditions wors-

ening is dire, but the level 
is still more in favor of an 
orderly slowdown rather 
than a recession.”

Investors appeared to 
turn away from stocks in 
favor of the dollar and U.S. 
treasuries, with the 10-year 
treasury yield falling two 
basis points to 2.971%. That 
placed the spread between 
the 10-year and two-year 
treasury note on track for 

its flattest close since 2007.
Tech stocks closed lower 

after briefly posting gains 
earlier in the day, with 
Salesforce falling 4.64%, 
Microsoft dropping 4.1%, 
Amazon declining 2.26%, 
Netflix stock losing 1.63% 
and Google parent Alpha-
bet sliding 1.43%.

American Airlines stock 
gained 9.98% after it report-
ed it expected total revenue 
in the second quarter to ex-
ceed pre-pandemic levels, 
while United rose 8.09%, 
Delta increased 6.15% and 
Southwest gained 4.67%.

Pepsi stock fell 0.57% 
despite reporting bet-
ter-than-expected profit 
and revenue for the quarter, 
as well as raising its revenue 
outlook for the remainder of 
the year.

Delta Air Lines and JP-
Morgan Chase are set to 
report earnings later this 
week.

Investors are also an-
ticipating June’s consumer 
price index report, which is 
to be released Wednesday.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 192 points 
Tuesday as the dollar and the euro were near parity 
for the first time since 2002. File Photo by John 
Angelillo/UPI
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Abortion ruling makes insurance coverage more complex
By Julie Appleby 

Kaiser Health News

Will your health plan 
pay for an abortion now 
that the Supreme Court has 

overturned Roe vs. Wade?
Even before the June 24 

ruling, insurance coverage 
for abortion varied widely. 
Now the issue is even more 
complex as states set varying 

rules -- about half are ex-
pected to limit or ban abor-
tion in most circumstances.

To be clear, though, 
the question of whether 
an insurance plan covers 
abortion is not the same as 
whether abortion is allowed 
in a state. Coverage issues 
are more complicated and 
governed by a wide variety 
of factors, including the 
level of abortion access a 
state allows.

How dense a thicket is it? 
Abortion may be covered by 
a health plan, but if no pro-
viders are available, patients 
don’t have access. However, 
people with insurance that 
does not cover abortion can 
still get one -- but only if it’s 
available in their states or 
they can afford to travel and 
pay out-of-pocket. There are 
also a host of unanswered 
questions about whether 
states that restrict abortion 
will have the legal authority 
to target abortion coverage 
in employer plans.

The issues will likely be 
before the courts for years 
to come.

“States will pass laws, 
there will be some con-
flict and then it goes to 

the courts,” said Erin Fuse 
Brown, director of the Cen-
ter for Law, Health & So-
ciety at the Georgia State 
University College of Law. 
“It could be a while.”

In the meantime, here are 
answers to three common 
questions.

1. Are health plans -- or 
employers -- required to 
offer coverage for elective 
abortions?

The simple answer is 
“no.”

“There’s no law that re-
quires any health plan, em-
ployer-based or anything 
else, to cover an elective 
abortion,” Fuse Brown said.

Whether they do is more 
complicated.

Some job-based health 
plans cover elective abor-
tions. Patients can search 
their plan documents or 
call their insurers directly 
to check.

Coverage is more likely in 
plans offered by self-insured 
employers because a federal 
pensions law generally pre-
empts state regulation of 
those health plans. Self-fund-
ed employers, which tend to 
be the larger ones, pay the 
medical bills, although they 

generally hire third parties, 
sometimes health insurers, 
to handle claims and admin-
istrative work.

Still, millions of Ameri-
cans work for smaller em-
ployers, which tend to buy 
plans directly from health 
insurers, which then pay the 
medical bills. Those plans, 
known as “fully insured,” are 
subject to state laws, whose 
approaches to abortion cov-
erage have long varied.

Eleven states bar those 
private plans from covering 
abortion in most circum-
stances, according to KFF, 
although some of the states 
allow consumers to pur-
chase an insurance rider that 
would cover abortion costs.

If you’re not sure what 
type of health plan you have, 
ask the administrators.

“There is no way to tell 
from the face of your in-
surance card if you are fully 
insured or self-funded,” 
Fuse Brown said.

For the more than 14 
million Americans who 
buy their coverage through 
the Affordable Care Act 
marketplaces, their state of 
residence is key.

Twenty-six states restrict 

abortion coverage in ACA 
plans, while seven states 
require it as a plan benefit, 
according to KFF. Those 
states are California, Illi-
nois, Maine, Maryland, New 
York, Oregon and Wash-
ington.

The rules for Medicaid, 
the federal-state health pro-
gram for people with low 
incomes, also vary. Thir-
ty-four states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia follow 
the so-called Hyde Amend-
ment, which bars federal 
funds from paying for abor-
tions, except in cases of rape 
or incest or to save the life of 
the mother, although some 
states allow coverage for 
other medically necessary 
abortions.

For all those reasons, it’s 
not surprising that research 
published in the journal 
Health Affairs in April noted 
that patients paid out-of-
pocket for the majority of 
abortions (69% in one study). 
The researchers found that 
the median cost of a medica-
tion abortion was $560 and 
that abortion procedures 
ranged from a median of 
$575 in the first trimester to 
$895 in the second.

SHAWS BBQ

FOOD LION

Bar-B-Que
Shaw’s

Q
202 West Boulevard, • Williamston, NC 27892
252-792-5339 • www.shawsbarbecue.com

Under New Ownership With The Same Great Flavor

Stop by
and get yo

ur

Breakfast
on!

Place your order by 
filling out the order form 

online or in-store.

Pick up your order 
from the deli at a time 

that works for you.

Visit foodlion.com/catering 
or stop by the deli at your 

local store.

family meals
ready when you are



The Daily Drum Thursday, July 14, 2022 5www.dailydrummedia.com

www.dailydrummedia.com

who took him into custody 
without incident, WHNT-
TV reported. The two are 
not related.

Casey White had been 
in jail on capital murder 
charges in the 2015 stabbing 
death of Connie Ridge-
way. He also was serving 
a 75-year prison sentence 
for crimes including home 
invasion, carjacking and a 
police chase.

The indictment in Lau-

derdale County Circuit 
Court alleges Casey White 
caused the death of Vicky 
White while committing 
first-degree escape, CNN 
reported. Alabama law al-
lows felony murder charges 
when someone dies during 
the commission of a crime.

Casey White was served 
an arrest warrant Monday 
at the state prison in Besse-
mer, Ala.

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey 
said the state will pay a 
$5,000 reward to the anon-
ymous tipster who helped 
law enforcement officials 
capture Casey White.

Indicted
continued from page 1

“Nearly every industry 
is held to account when 
their products cause harm 
or injury except one, the 
gun industry,” Newsom 
said as he signed the bill in 
a tweeted video message. 
“Today, California’s going 
to change that.”

“If you’ve been hurt or 
a family member is a vic-
tim of gun violence, you 
can now go to court and 
hold these makers of dead-
ly weapons accountable,” 
Newsom said.

The new law will take 
effect next summer and is 
expected to face legal chal-
lenges before then.

Newsom asked lawmak-
ers to speed up gun restric-

tion measures in California 
after a wave of mass shoot-
ings across the country.

“Gun violence is now 
the leading cause of death 
among kids and teens in the 
United States, surpassing 
car accidents,” Newsom 
said. “I see no better argu-
ment for stronger gun safety 
legislation.”

A similar bill, which has 
already cleared the legisla-
ture, would allow Califor-
nians to sue companies that 
distribute banned firearms 
like assault weapons.

The legislation is mod-
eled after a Texas law that 
bans abortion after six 
weeks of pregnancy using a 
unique enforcement mech-
anism: It deputizes private 
citizens, rather than the 
state’s executive branch, to 
sue anyone who “aids and 
abets” the procedure.

Lawsuit
continued from page 1

California Gov. Gavin Newsom signs a bill giving gun 
violence victims the right to sue firearms makers for 
negligence. File Photo by Eric Thayer/UPI

Sri Lankan President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa flees country

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

Sri Lankan President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has fled 
the country on a military jet 
amid protests calling for his 
resignation.

Rajapaksa who had been 
in hiding after protesters 
stormed his residence on 
Saturday departed on a 
military jet, CNN and the 
BBC reported.

The departure comes 
hours before Rajapaksa was 
set to step down as president 
on Wednesday as more than 
100,000 protesters took to the 
streets of the capital, Colom-
bo, over his handling of an 
economic crisis that left mil-
lions of residents struggling 
to afford essentials including 
food, medicine and fuel.

Before fleeing the country, 
Rajapaksa was blocked from 
boarding a flight out of Sri 
Lanka at least twice on Mon-
day after refusing to join a 
public immigration line at the 
Bandaranaike International 
Airport, CNN reported.

Rajapaksa’s brother, for-
mer Finance Minister Ba-
sil Rajapaksa, also left the 
country, according to the 
BBC.

Airport officials also 
initially turned back Basil 
Rajapaksa as he attempted 

to board Emirates Flight 
649 to Dubai from the main 
international airport out-
side of Colombo through a 
VIP entrance where he was 
blocked by security workers 
who told him he did not 
qualify, Bloomberg and The 
Washington Post reported.

Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe would be 
next in line to lead the coun-
try in Rajapaksa’s absence, 
but he has also pledged to 
step down without provid-
ing a specific date.

On Monday, Speaker 
Mahinda Yapa Abeywarde-
na, who is third in line to 
lead the country, said that 
parliament would hold pres-
idential elections on July 20.

Opposition leaders met 

Sunday to discuss forming 
an all-party government 
after Rajapaksa and Wick-
remesinghe resign.

Protesters, not convinced 
that the president and prime 
minister will follow through 
on their pledges to resign, 
vowed to occupy their res-
idences until they are out 
of office.

Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaska fled the 
country on a military jet hours before he was supposed 
to resign amid protests over his handling of the coun-
try’s financial crisis. File Photo by John Angelillo/UPI
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Justice Dept. launches reproductive rights task force
By Darryl Coote 

UPI

The Justice Department on 
Tuesday announced a new task 
force dedicated to safeguarding 
federal protections for reproduc-
tive healthcare as Republican-led 
states seek to ban abortion in 
the wake of Roe vs. Wade being 
overturned.

Associate Attorney General 
Vanita Gupta will chair the Repro-
ductive Rights Task Force, which 
has the mission to monitor state 
and local bans on abortion for 
overreach.

The Justice Department ex-
plained in a statement that some 
of the actions it will be look-
ing for include those that deny 
a women’s ability to seek re-
productive care and a person’s 
ability to inform others about 
such services as well as bans on 
abortion-inducing drugs and the 
imposition of criminal or civil 
penalties on federal employees 
who provide legal reproductive 
health services.

Officials said the task force 
formalizes months of work being 
conducted behind scenes at the 
Justice Department to identify 
ways to protect access to abortion 
in anticipation of the landmark 
1973 Supreme Court ruling of 
Roe vs. Wade being overturned 
-- which the high court did late 
last month.

Gupta described that decision 
in a video message as “devastat-

ing,” and that the task force will 
explore with reproductive rights 
organizations, patients, law firms 
and other stakeholders “every 
legal option to protect and pro-
vide comprehensive reproductive 
health services.”

“The court took away a consti-
tutional right, preventing women 
from being able to make decisions 
about our bodies, our health and 
our futures,” she said. “While 
we recognize that congressional 
action is the best answer, we will 
not be deterred from using every 

tool at our disposal to defend re-
productive freedom.”

The announcement was made 
days after President Joe Biden 
announced an executive order 
aimed at protecting access to 
abortion while directing Justice 
Department prosecutors to “do 
everything in their power to 
protect these women seeking to 
invoke their right” to reproductive 
healthcare.

In remarks from the Roosevelt 
Room at the White House on 
Friday, Biden said federal prose-

cutors will work in states where 
abortion clinics are still open to 
protect them from intimidation. 
They will protect the rights of 
women to travel with the purpose 
of seeking medical attention from 
a state where abortion is banned to 
one where it is not and to protect 
a women’s right to U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration-approved 
medication.

He warned that the decision 
by the conservative-leaning Su-
preme Court to throw out federal 
abortion protections has been 

received by Republican politicians 
as a “green light” to seek a national 
ban.

Thirteen states had so-called 
trigger abortion bans in place in 
anticipation of Roe vs. Wade being 
overturned, with the Guttmacher 
Institute, a sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights institute, 
judging a total of 26 states are 
either certain or likely to move to 
prohibit the medical procedure.

Alexis McGill Johnson, the 
president and chief executive of 
Planned Parenthood Federation, 
called the creation of the task 
force “a meaningful step in pro-
viding a framework for enforc-
ing federal protection for those 
helping patients navigate access 
to abortion.”

“We look forward to seeing its 
work quickly take shape,” Johnson 
said in a statement.

The moves come as Biden has 
received criticism from members 
of his Democratic Party as well 
as activists for not taking more 
assertive steps to protect access to 
abortion following the overturn-
ing of Roe vs. Wade

Biden has repeatedly said it’ll 
take codifying abortion into fed-
eral law to protect access nation-
wide, and has called on the public 
to vote in November for those who 
will support that measure.

“My ultimate goal is to re-
instate Roe vs. Wade as the 
national law by passing it in the 
United States Congress,” he said 
on Sunday.

Vanita Gupta, associate attorney general, has been selected to chair the Reproductive Rights Task 
Force, which was announced Tuesday. Pool File Photo by Tom Williams/UPI

Judge blocks Louisiana abortion bans, 
allows procedure to resume

By Darryl Coote 
UPI

A judge in Louisiana has 
awarded abortion providers 
a temporary block against 
the state’s abortion ban, 
allowing the procedure to 
resume for the time being.

The Center for Repro-
ductive Rights said a judge 
on Tuesday awarded a tem-
porary restraining order 
against the “trigger” ban 
until Monday, when there 
will be another hearing 
for a legal saga that began 
last month after the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned 
its landmark 1973 ruling in 
Roe vs. Wade, which legal-
ized abortion nationwide.

Louisiana is one of 13 Re-
publican-led states to pass 
a trigger ban on abortion, 
which was intended to take 
effect immediately after Roe 
vs. Wade was struck down.

After the Supreme Court 

decision, abortions in Lou-
isiana were immediately 
prohibited without excep-
tion -- which drew a law-
suit from the Center for 
Reproductive Rights, which 
says the ban is unconstitu-
tionally vague.

A state court sided with 
the center last month and 
blocked the state’s three 
trigger laws from going into 
effect. Louisiana then asked 
the state Supreme Court for 
a stay, which moved the case 
to a lower court.

On Friday, the lower 
court ordered the case to a 
new venue in Baton Rouge, 

which dissolved the original 
stay against the bans and 
allowing them to take effect 
until Tuesday’s decision.

“This is an incredible 
relief for people who need 
abortion care right now 
in Louisiana,” Jenny Ma, a 
senior staff attorney with 
the Center for Reproductive 
Rights, said in a statement. 
“Abortion care in the state 
can resume today, and fur-
ther irreparable harm has 
been avoided.”

The center, she said, will 
ask the judge to block the 
bans more permanently at 
Monday’s hearing.

“Every hour and every 
day that a clinic can still 
provide abortion care fun-
damentally changes the lives 
of people for the better,” she 
added.

Louisiana Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Landry lambasted 
the ruling and accused the 
judiciary of creating “a legal 
circus” that “discredits the 
institutions we rely upon for 
a stable society.”

“The rule of law must be 
followed and I will not rest 
until it is,” he said in a tweet. 
“Unfortunately, we will have 
to wait a little bit longer for 
that to happen.”

Women attend a candlelight vigil in Washington on June 26, two days after the 
U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe vs. Wade, ending federal abortion protec-
tions. Photo by Jemal Countess/UPI

IVF treatment can continue under Texas’ 
current abortion law, experts say

By María Méndez 
The Texas Tribune

Abortion bans across the country have 
thrown into question the fate of in vitro 
fertilization, an expensive medical process 
that helps people become pregnant.

But experts and anti-abortion groups 
say Texas’ laws shouldn’t apply to IVF 
treatment, and clinics across the state are 
proceeding with the procedures for now.

Similar to other “trigger laws” enacted to 
ban abortion after the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
reversal of Roe vs. Wade, a Texas law passed 
last year broadens the definition of an “un-
born child” to begin at “fertilization” and 

include “embryonic” stages.
That type of language can raise questions 

about the “personhood” and rights of em-
bryos in IVF and other fertility treatments, 
said Dr. Natalie Crawford, who is co-found-
er of Fora Fertility in Austin.

In IVF, Crawford said, doctors use hor-
mone injections to save more of a woman’s 
eggs during a menstrual cycle and take 
them out to fertilize them with sperm in 
a lab. The eggs are then allowed to grow 
into a blastocyst, or an implantation-stage 
embryo.

Crawford said this allows doctors to se-

See IVF, page 8
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lect the embryo they believe 
has the “highest chance of 
success” for a pregnancy to 
put back inside the woman’s 
uterus and save the other 
embryos so patients can try 
again or grow their family in 
the future. Doctors can also 
use these embryos to test for 
genetic diseases.

Once a person or couple 
no longer need the embryos, 
they decide whether to dis-
card them as medical waste, 
donate them for scientific 
research or to donate them 
to another couple, she said. 
It’s this step in particular 
that is posing a question for 
IVF treatments in the face of 
abortion bans.

“The thing that we’re the 
most uncertain about is, 
‘could it impact discarding 

embryos, like when some-
body is done with their fam-
ily and they have remaining 
embryos?’” Crawford said. 
“Or if they have genetically 
abnormal embryos, could it 
potentially make it harder to 
discard those?”

Some also worry about 
doctors’ ability to conduct 
genetic testing.

Right now, Crawford 
and other fertility doc-
tors in Texas and other 
states are continuing IVF 
treatments because most 
laws against abortions 
focus on embryos during 
pregnancies, not outside 
the womb.

“While they contain 
phrases like ‘every stage of 
human development,’ or 
‘from the moment of con-
ception,’ which makes us 
nervous, they are written 
in a statute that is clearly 
about terminating an es-
tablished pregnancy,” said 

Sean Tipton, chief policy 
and advocacy officer for 
the American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine.

The American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine 
broke down “trigger laws” 
across the country, based 
on its lawyers’ analysis, 
and says Texas’ trigger law 
“does not appear to be ap-
plicable to IVF and repro-
ductive medicine services 
prior to implantation of 
embryos.”

The ASRM found that 
similar laws in 11 other 
states most likely exempt 
IVF and assisted repro-
ductive technology from 
abortion bans, but its law-
yers warned Utah’s laws 
“could be interpreted to 
have an impact” on assisted 
reproductive technology 
under a provision against 
the “intentional killing or 
attempted killing of a live 
unborn child through a 

medical procedure.”
The statute mostly fo-

cuses on pregnancies, but 
the term “live unborn 
child” is left undefined 
and could allow people to 
“argue that discarding an 
embryo or donating an 
embryo for research use is 
an intentional or attempt-
ed killing of a live unborn 
child,” according to ASRM’s 
analysis.

In Arkansas, Alabama 
and Oklahoma, attorney 
generals’ offices have clar-
ified anti-abortion laws 
should not have implica-
tions for IVF, but Idaho’s 
attorney general said it 
would be up to local pros-
ecutors to decide how to 
enforce the state’s trigger 
law, according to NBC 
News. Texas Attorney Gen-
eral Ken Paxton’s office did 
not respond to a request for 
comment from The Texas 
Tribune.

IVF
continued from page 6

Biden in Israel: ‘Our relationship is deeper, 
stronger than it’s ever been’

IN HIS REMARKS WEDNESDAY, BIDEN VOWED TO “FIGHT THE POISON OF ANTI-SEMITISM WHEREVER IT RAISES ITS UGLY HEAD.”
By Daniel Uria 

UPI

President Joe Biden began a four-day 
trip to the Middle East on Wednesday that 
will take him to Israel and Saudi Arabia as 
he looks to reaffirm relationships in the 
region and find solutions to complex issues, 
such as Israeli defense and Iran.

Biden is set to meet with 11 regional 
leaders during stops in Israel, the West 
Bank and Saudi Arabia. In Saudi Arabia, 
he will attend the Summit of the Gulf Co-
operation Council with leaders from Egypt, 
Iraq and Jordan.

Biden began the trip Wednesday in Isra-
el, where voters are facing national elections 
for the fifth time in less than four years. 
The Israeli Parliament voted to dissolve last 
month after its ruling coalition effectively 
fell apart. Yair Lapid took over as caretaker 
prime minister.

Lapid welcomed Biden on his arrival 
in Tel Aviv and the U.S. leader said it was 
an honor to visit the “independent state 
of Israel.”

“This is my 10th visit. Every chance to 
return to this great country -- where the 
ancient roots of the Jewish people date back 
to biblical times -- is a blessing,” Biden said 
in his first remarks after arrival.

The president emphasized that the re-
lationship between the United States and 
Israel is “bone deep.”

“We invest in each other. We dream to-
gether. We are part of what has always been 
the objective we have both had. I have been 
part of that as a senator, as a vice president, 
and quite frankly before that,” he added.

“Now as president, I’m proud to say that 
our relationship with the state of Israel is 
deeper and stronger, in my view, than it’s 
ever been.

“With this visit, we are strengthening 
our connections even further. We have 
reaffirmed the unshakable commitment of 
the United States to Israel’s security -- in-
cluding partnering with Israel on the most 
cutting-edge defense systems in the world.”

National security adviser Jake Sullivan 
said Tuesday the Middle East is “more 
stable” now than it was when Biden came 
into office in early 2021 and that the Unit-
ed States hopes to foster that stability. The 
trip is Biden’s first to the Middle East as 
president.

“The Middle East is deeply interwoven 
with the rest of the world,” Sullivan told 
reporters. “And if we can act now to create 
a more peaceful and stable region, it will 
pay dividends for the American national 
interests and for the American people for 
years to come.”

A senior administration official said last 
month that Biden’s visit would largely focus 
on Israel’s defense capabilities, noting that 

he would likely visit an area where the Iron 
Dome Missile Defense System is utilized. 
Biden’s administration dedicated $1 billion 
to replenish it after the Gaza conflict.

Biden will also look to discuss Israel’s 
integration into the region following the 
signing of the Abraham Accords in 2020, 
which normalized relations with the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain, officials said.

Later in Tel Aviv on Wednesday, Biden 
was scheduled to attend a briefing for the 
Iron Dome and Iron Beam air defense sys-
tems and travel to Jerusalem, where he will 
visit the Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial 
center and participate in a wreath-laying 
ceremony

In his remarks, Biden vowed to continue 
the nations’ “shared, unending work to fight 
the poison of anti-Semitism wherever it 
raises its ugly head.”

On Thursday, Biden is scheduled to meet 
with Yapid and the two will give a joint 
news conference. He will also meet with Is-
raeli President Isaac Herzog, former Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and U.S. 
athletes who are in Israel for the Maccabi 
Games. At a reception hosted by Herzog, 
Biden will receive the Israeli Presidential 
Medal of Honor.

Also Thursday, Biden will participate in 
the first leaders meeting of the I2U2 group, 
which will include representatives of Israel, 
India and the United Arab Emirates.

During the visit, Israeli leaders are 
expected to press Biden on the status of 

negotiations to renew the 2015 Iran nuclear 
deal, which Israel has opposed from the 
start. U.S. officials said late last month that 
they expected the negotiations to resume.

Israel has said it opposes any agree-
ment that allows Iran to perform nuclear 
research. The Obama-era pact -- which 
also included the European Union, Brit-
ain, France, Germany, Russia and China 
-- agrees to ease economic sanctions against 
Tehran in exchange for Iran restricting its 
nuclear research to the laboratory.

Former President Donald Trump with-
drew from the deal, but Biden has indicated 
that he intends to rejoin the agreement. Iran 
has taken a number of steps that violate 
the agreement since the U.S. withdrawal 
in 2018.

Later Thursday, Biden is scheduled to 
meet with Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas in the West Bank. He is 
seeking to repair relations with Palestinians 
that the White House says were “nearly 
severed” under Trump.

In the West Bank, Biden is expected to 
announce resumed U.S. funding for Pales-
tinian hospitals that was cut off by Trump 
and commit to finding a two-state peace 
deal between Israel and Palestinians that 
would create an independent Palestinian 
state.

Some Palestinian activists are expected 
to protest Biden’s visit in Ramallah in the 
West Bank on Thursday and his meeting 
with Abbas.

“The Palestinian issue is not at the top 
of Biden’s agenda,” an unnamed Palestinian 
official told The Jerusalem Post. “Ignoring 
the Palestinian issue will only increase ten-
sions and undermine security and stability 
in the region.”

A poster shared online among some 
activists decried the United States as the 
“head of the snake” and said “America does 
not liberate people but only enslaves them.”

To conclude his trip, Biden will travel 
to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, to participate in a 
summit of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
with leaders from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman, UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, Iraq, Jordan 
and Egypt.

At the summit, Biden is expected to 
discuss strengthening a cease-fire between 
Iran-backed troops and Saudi-led forces in 
the seven-year civil war in Yemen that has 
killed thousands.

The White House said another issue 
that might receive attention during the 
four-day visit is “energy security.” Biden 
is venturing into an oil-rich region at a 
time of high gasoline prices in the United 
States.

Before returning to the United States, 
Biden is also set to meet with Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman and his 
father King Salman -- plans that have met 
with criticism.

A new street sign for Jamal Khashoggi 
Way is seen in the Foggy Bottom section 
of Washington on June 15. The street was 
named to honor Khashoggi, a dissident 
Saudi journalist and writer for The Wash-
ington Post who was killed in 2018. File 
Photo by Ken Cedeno/UPI

During his 2020 campaign for president, 
Biden promised to treat Saudi leaders as 
“the pariahs that they are” in response to 
the disappearance and death of American 
resident and Saudi dissident journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi.

Khashoggi, who was often critical of 
Saudi leadership, went missing in October 
2018 after visiting a Saudi consulate in 
Turkey to obtain documentation to get 
married. His body was never found, but 
Western intelligence, including the CIA, 
believe that the Saudi crown prince MBS 
ordered Khashoggi’s death. The Office of 
the Director of National Intelligence made 
the same conclusion in 2021.

Some authorities have said they believe 
Khashoggi was killed shortly after he 
entered the consulate, his body was dis-
membered and the remains were possibly 
dissolved in acid.

While the White House said Biden will 
seek to work with Saudi Arabia to advance 
stability, peace and a “more integrated re-
gion,” a senior administration official added 
that the president is “not going to change 
his views on human rights.”

U.S. President Joe Biden lays a wreath of flowers at the Hall of Remembrance 
of the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial Museum in Jerusalem on July 13. Pool 
Photo by Menahem Kahana/UPI
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Ex-Cowboys RB Marion Barber III died of heat 
stroke, authorities say

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Officials have determined that 
heat stroke was the cause of death 
of former Dallas Cowboys star 
Marion Barber III last month, 
authorities said Tuesday.

Police said last month that they 
found Barber, 38, dead when they 
conducted a welfare check on 
June 1 at an apartment in Frisco, 
Texas. Frisco Police Department 
officer Grant Cottingham told 
UPI that Barber’s death was ruled 
an accident.

An autopsy report from the 
Collin County office of the medi-
cal examiner, obtained Tuesday by 
UPI, also confirmed that Barber’s 
death was an accident.

The report said that Barber was 
found inside a shower without 
the water running, while another 
shower was running inside the 
residence. The heat was on at the 
residence, where the thermostat 
was set at 91 degrees.

“I am of the opinion that Mari-
on Sylvester Barber III, a 38-year-
old male, died of heat stroke,” 

county medical examiner William 
Rohr said in the report. “Mr. 
Barber was known to exercise in 

sauna-like conditions.”
Rohr said he found diphen-

hydramine and ethanol inside 

Barber’s bile. He said that the 
ethanol “is [probably] the result 
of decomposition.” Diphenhydr-

amine is an antihistamine used to 
treat symptoms of the common 
cold.

“Diphenhydramine concen-
tration in the bile indicated use 
of the medication and cannot 
be related to overuse,” Rohr 
said. “Its use is associated with 
increased risk for heat related 
illnesses.”

Born in Plymouth, Minn., 
Barber attended the University of 
Minnesota and joined the Cow-
boys as a fourth-round pick in the 
2005 NFL Draft.

The seven-year NFL veteran 
spent his first six seasons with 
the Cowboys -- and totaled a 16 
touchdowns, a career high, 1,257 
yards and 12 scores en route to his 
lone Pro Bowl selection in 2007.

Barber spent 2011, his final 
season, with the Chicago Bears 
before retiring in 2012.

Barber’s family, friends and 
former teammates attended a cele-
bration of life June 22 at Hunting-
ton Bank Stadium in Minneapolis. 
Hall of Fame wide receiver Terrell 
Owens was among the speakers at 
the ceremony.

Police found former Dallas Cowboys running back Marion Barber dead last month in an apartment 
in Frisco, Texas. File Photo by Art Foxall/UPI

NFL free agent Duane Brown 
arrested on gun charge

By Adam Schrader 
UPI

NFL free agent and for-
mer Seattle Seahawks star 
Duane Brown was arrested 
at the Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport for allegedly 
carrying a firearm in his 
luggage, police confirmed 
Sunday.

Brown, 36, was passing 
through standard screening 
at LAX Terminal 6 on Sat-
urday when Transportation 
Security Administration 
agents found the unloaded 
weapon in his luggage, air-
port police Lt. Karla Rodri-
guez told NBC News and 
City News Service.

His arrest was initially 
reported by the online news 

site TMZ. Video footage 
published by site reportedly 
shows Brown being escort-
ed from the terminal to a 
marked police car outside 
while in handcuffs.

Los Angeles County Jail 
records reviewed by United 
Press International show that 
Brown was arrested around 
3:08 p.m. on Saturday and 
was released just hours later 
on a $10,000 bond.

The All-Pro left tackle 
is scheduled to appear in 
court Aug. 3, though his 
charges were not listed, 
the jail records show. TMZ 
reported that Brown was 
charged with possession of 
a concealed firearm.

The athlete played col-
lege football for Virginia 

Tech before he was drafted 
by the Houston Texans as 
the No. 26 pick in the first 
round of the 2008 NFL 
Draft.

He started in all 16 games 
as a rookie for the Texans 
during the 2008 season and 
was granted a six-year ex-
tension worth $53.4 million 
in 2012.

Brown later was trad-
ed to the Seahawks in the 
middle of the 2017 NFL 
season, and he signed a 
three-year contract with the 
team worth $36.5 million 
in 2018.

The Seahawks let his con-
tract expire at the end of last 
season and he is considered 
one of the top free agents in 
the league.

Duane Brown, an NFL free agent formerly with the Seattle Seahawks, was ar-
rested Saturday at the Los Angeles International Airport after allegedly having a 
firearm in his luggage. Photo courtesy Jeffrey Beall

Patriots to trade WR N’Keal 
Harry to Bears

By Alex Butler 
UPI

The New England Patriots agreed to 
trade wide receiver N’Keal Harry, a former 
first-round pick, to the Chicago Bears, a 
league source told UPI on Wednesday.

The Bears will send the Patriots a sev-
enth-round pick in the 2024 NFL Draft 
in exchange for Harry. The trade, which 
was not yet announced by the Patriots, is 
pending a physical.

The three-year veteran’s agent, Jamal 
Tooson, announced last off-season that 
his client wanted to be traded away from 
the Patriots. Toosan said he formally re-
quested a trade at that time.

Harry, 24, totaled just 184 yards on 
12 catches in 12 games last season for 
the AFC East franchise. He ranked 56th 
in offensive rating among wide receivers 
last season, according to Pro Football 
Focus. His 84.8 run-blocking grade was 
the third-best among wide receivers. His 
64.1 receiving grade ranked 101st at the 
position.

The No. 32 overall pick in the 2019 NFL 
Draft joined the Patriots out of Arizona 

State. Harry totaled a career-high 309 
yards on 33 catches in 14 games in 2020. 
He scored twice that season. Harry logged 
just 105 yards and two scores on 12 catches 
in seven games as a rookie.

The Patriots are expected to start 
DeVante Parker, Jakobi Meyers and 
Kendrick Bourne at wide receiver this 
season. They acquired Parker in an 
off-season trade from the Miami Dol-
phins.

Veteran Nelson Agholor, rookie Ty-
quan Thornton, Ty Montgomery, Tre 
Nixon, Kristian Wilkerson, Lil’Jordan 
Humphrey and Malcolm Perry are among 
the other wide receivers on the Patriots 
roster. The Patriots selected Thornton out 
of Baylor with a second-round pick in the 
2022 NFL Draft.

The Bears, who lost star wide receiver 
Allen Robinson this off-season in free 
agency, also roster wide receivers Darnell 
Mooney, Byron Pringle, Velus Jones Jr., 
Harry, Equanimeous St. Brown, Tajae 
Sharpe and Dazz Newsome.

Jones joined the team out of Tennessee 
through the third round of the 2022 NFL 
Draft.
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Ana de Armas says scrutiny 
during Ben Affleck romance 

was ‘horrible’
By Annie Martin 

UPI

Ana de Armas says the 
scrutiny she faced during 
her relationship with Ben 
Affleck was a “horrible” 
experience.

The 34-year-old ac-
tress discussed the in-
tense public attention 
to her relationship with 
Affleck, 49, in the August 
issue of Elle.

De Armas and Affleck 
met on the set of their film 
Deep Water in 2019. The 
pair split in January 2021 
after a year of dating.

In the Elle interview, 
de Armas said the scruti-
ny she experienced while 
dating Affleck contributed 
to her leaving Los Angeles 
after living there for seven 
years.

“G oing  t hroug h i t 
[myself ] confirmed my 
thoughts about, ‘This is not 
the place for me to be,’” de 
Armas said of the attention 

and paparazzi. “It became a 
little too much. There’s no 
escape. There’s no way out.”

“[In Los Angeles] it’s 
always the feeling of some-
thing that you don’t have, 
something missing,” she 
added. “It’s a city that keeps 
you anxious.”

In addition, the actress 
said she doesn’t Google 
herself and stays off social 
media.

“I deleted Twitter years 

ago,” she said. “I have bare-
ly been on Instagram for 
almost a year.”

De Armas now lives in 
New York with her boy-
friend, Tinder executive 
Paul Boukadakis. The cou-
ple were first linked in June 
2021.

De Armas will star in 
the Netflix action thriller 
The Gray Man and play 
Marilyn Monroe in the 
movie Blonde.
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Biden meets with Mexico’s President to discuss 
migrant surge, gas prices

By Clyde Hughes  
& Sheri Walsh 

UPI

President Joe Biden welcomed 
Mexican President Andres Man-
uel Lopez Obrador to the White 
House on Tuesday as the two 
leaders discussed their countries’ 
important bilateral relationship, 
the migrant surge and rising gas 
prices.

Following the meeting, the 
leaders released a joint statement, 
pledging to work together on 
immigration, trade and climate 
concerns.

“The United States and Mex-
ico affirm our broad and deep 
cooperation and commitment to 
building a more prosperous and 
secure future for the people of 
North America,” they said. “As 
we face unprecedented global and 
regional challenges that require 
the concerted efforts of both our 
nations, we uphold democracy, in-
clusive growth, transparency, rule 
of law, and human rights as core 
values that underpin our shared 
security and prosperity.”

The meeting underscored the 
relationship between the United 
States and Mexico after Lopez 
Obrador declined an invitation 
from Biden last month to attend 
the Summit of the Americas in 
California.

“Over the last year and a 
half, we’ve devoted our teams 
to whole-of-government efforts 
focused on rebuilding the solid 
framework of the U.S.-Mexico 
relations,” Biden said as he wel-
comed Lopez Obrador to the 

White House Tuesday.
“The U.S.-Mexico relationship 

is vital to achieving our goals of 
everything from the fight against 
COVID-19, to continuing to grow 
our economies, to strengthening 
our partnerships and addressing 
migration as a shared hemispheric 
challenge,” Biden said.

The leaders met in the Oval Of-
fice where Lopez Obrador urged 
Biden to “regularize” migrants 
living and working in the U.S.

“It is indispensable for us to 
regularize and give certainty to 
migrants that have for years lived 
and worked in a very honest man-
ner, and who are also contributing 
to the development of this great 
nation,” Lopez Obrador said 
through a translator.

“In the face of this crisis, the 
way out is not through conser-
vatism. The way out is through 
transformation,” Lopez Obrador 
advised. “We have to be bold in 
our actions. Transform not main-
tain the status quo.”

Tuesday’s bilateral meeting 
comes after another immigration 
tragedy near the border. Late last 
month, more than 50 migrants 
died in Texas after illegally cross-
ing the border in a tractor-trailer. 
Their bodies were found later near 
San Antonio.

Biden brought up the fentanyl 
crisis and spoke about collabo-
rating to stop human trafficking.

“We need every country in the 
region to join us in tracking this 
multi-billion dollar smuggling in-
dustry that’s preying on our most 
vulnerable, including the 53 souls 
who died in a tractor-trailer in San 

Antonio last month,” Biden said.
As the discussion turned to-

ward the war in Ukraine, inflation 
and soaring gas prices, Lopez Ob-
rador told Biden that Americans 
are welcome to drive across the 
border into Mexico to save money 
at the pump.

“We have decided that it was 
necessary for us to allow Ameri-
cans who live close to the border... 
to go and get their gasoline on 
the Mexican side at lower prices,” 
Lopez Obrador offered.

“And right now, a lot of drivers, 
a lot of Americans are going to 
Mexico to get their gasoline. We 
are committed to guaranteeing 
twice as much supply... And right 
now a gallon of regular costs $4.78 
average on the U.S. side of the bor-
der and on our territory, $3.12,” 
Lopez Obrador said.

The two leaders wrapped up 
their comments before their meet-

ing without taking any questions 
from reporters.

Last month, Biden hosted the 
Summit of the Americas in Los 
Angeles -- a diplomatic gather-
ing of North, Central and South 
American leaders. But the event 
was significant for a number of 
leaders who did not attend, either 
because they were not invited or 
opted not to travel to California.

As president of Mexico, Lo-
pez Obrador was invited, but 
declined to attend unless Biden 
also extended invitations to the 
leaders of Cuba, Venezuela and 
Nicaragua. Those leaders were 
not invited because, the White 
House said, they head non-dem-
ocratic regimes.

“I am not going to the summit 
because not all the countries of 
the Americas are invited,” Lopez 
Obrador said before the summit. 
“I believe in the need to change 

the policy that has been imposed 
for centuries -- exclusions, want-
ing to dominate for no reason, 
not respecting the sovereignty of 
countries.

“I am very sorry not to be able 
to meet with President Biden 
because I consider him a good 
man, but he is under strong 
pressure from Republicans, 
extremists and some leaders of 
the Cuban community in the 
United States, who have a lot of 
influence.”

Lopez Obrador has also been 
critical of Biden for providing 
billions in aid to Ukraine to fight 
invading Russian forces while ig-
noring the needs of some Central 
American nations.

Vice President Kamala Harris, 
who is leading the administration’s 
efforts to focus on the root causes 
of illegal immigration, met with 
Lopez Obrador for breakfast on 
Tuesday before his meeting with 
Biden.

Harris visited Lopez Obrador 
in Mexico a year ago as part of 
her work to identify immigra-
tion problems. On Tuesday, she 
told the Mexican president that 
the visit was “special” and un-
derscored the “friendship that 
has been so important to both 
nations.”

“I congratulate the American 
people because they have a first 
order vice president,” Lopez Ob-
rador said at the meeting with 
Harris. “We have always been 
speaking for the benefit of our 
peoples and both of our nations. 
Today, we are going to do exactly 
the same thing.”

President Joe Biden meets with President Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador of Mexico Tuesday at the White House in Washington, 
D.C. Photo by Chris Kleponis/UPI

Soccer: Wayne Rooney 
agrees to become DC United 

manager
By Alex Butler 

UPI

MLS club DC United 
agreed to hire English soccer 
legend Wayne Rooney as 
its new manager, a league 
source told UPI on Monday.

DC United fired manager 
Hernan Losada in April. 
Interim manager Chad Ash-
ton coached the team to 
five wins, 10 losses and two 
draws through 17 games this 
season.

The league source said 
Rooney will assume his new 
role immediately, pending 
the team’s receipt of a work 
visa.

Rooney, 36, announced 
June 24 that he resigned 
from his former role as man-
ager of Derby County. Derby 
County totaled 14 wins, 13 
draws and 19 losses last sea-
son in the Football League 
Championship and were 
demoted to English Football 
League One, the country’s 
third tier league for soccer.

Rooney was a  play-
er-manager when he first 
joined Derby County in 
2020. He retired from soccer 
in 2021 to become perma-
nent manager. Derby Coun-
ty finished 21st in 2020-21 
and 23rd in 2021-22.

The all-time leading scor-

er for the England men’s 
national team, who spent 
most of his playing career 
at Manchester United, also 
played for DC United from 
2018 to 2020.

The Philadelphia Union 
beat DC United 7-0 on Fri-
day in Philadelphia.

Former DC United forward Wayne Rooney will return 
to the MLS team this season as its new manager, 
pending the receipt of a work visa. File Photo by Alex 
Edelman/UPI

Ana de Armas discussed the intense public attention 
to her relationship with Ben Affleck in the August is-
sue of Elle. File Photo by Jim Ruymen/UPI


