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Ghislaine Maxwell sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for role in sex trafficking crimes

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

Ghislaine Maxwell was sen-
tenced Tuesday to 20 years in prison 
for her role in Jeffrey Epstein’s sex 
trafficking scheme.

Maxwell, who has maintained 
her innocence, addressed the New 
York court before her sentence 
was announced and apologized to 
the victims “for the pain you have 
experienced” saying she hopes her 
“conviction and harsh incarcera-
tion brings you peace and finality. 
My association with Epstein will 
permanently stain me. It is the 
biggest regret of my life that I ever 
met him.”

Judge Alison Nathan explained 
her sentencing decision and why 
it was far shorter than the gov-
ernment’s recommended 30 years. 
Nathan said Maxwell’s crimes were 
“heinous and predatory” but that 
she should not be “punished in 
place of Epstein or as a proxy for 
Epstein” who died by suicide while 

Acting United States Attorney for the Southern District of New York Audrey Strauss speaks during a 
news conference to announce charges against Ghislaine Maxwell for her role in the sexual exploitation 
and abuse of multiple minor girls by Jeffrey Epstein in New York on July 2, 2020. File Photo by Jason 
Szenes/EPA-EFE

Retailers limit purchases of emergency 
contraception after Roe vs. Wade ruling

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

Some major pharmacy chains 
and other retailers have placed 
limits on purchases of emergency 
contraception due to increased de-
mand in the wake of the Supreme 
Court’s decision to overturn Roe 

vs. Wade.
Matt Blanchette, senior manager 

of retail communications at CVS 
Pharmacy, told CNN that although 
the pharmacy chain has “ample 
supply” of contraceptive pill brands 
Plan B and Aftera, it is limiting 
purchases to three per customer 
“to ensure equitable access and 

consistent supply on store shelves.”
Rite Aid also implemented a 

similar limit on purchases of con-
traceptive pills.

“Due to increased demand, at 
this time we are limiting purchases 
of Plan B contraceptive pills to three 
per customer,” Alicja Wojczyk, 
senior manager of external com-

munications for Rite Aid told CNN.
Amazon also confirmed to 

CNBC that it had placed a limit of 
three units per week on emergency 
contraceptive pills.

A review of pills on Amazon 
showed that Plan B is limited to three 

See MAXWELL, page 6

See PLAN-B, page 4
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Supreme Court’s 
football decision is 
a game-changer 
on school prayer
By Charles J. Russo, University of Dayton 

UPI

The U.S. Supreme Court has consistently banned 
school-sponsored prayer in public schools. At the same time, 
lower courts have generally forbidden public school employees 
from openly praying in the workplace, even if no students are 
involved.

Yet on Monday, the Supreme Court effectively gave individ-
ual employees’ prayer the thumbs-up -- potentially ushering 
in more religious activities in public schools.

In Kennedy vs. Bremerton School District -- the Supreme 
Court’s first case directly addressing the question -- the court 
ruled that a school board in Washington state violated a coach’s 
rights by not renewing his contract after he ignored district 
officials’ directive to stop kneeling in silent prayer on the field’s 
50-yard line after games. He claimed that the board violated his 
First Amendment rights to freedom of speech and freedom of 
religion, and the Supreme Court’s majority agreed 6-3.

From my perspective as a specialist in education law, the 
case is noteworthy because the court has decided that public 
school employees can pray when supervising students. It also 
helps close out a Supreme Court term when the current justices’ 
increasing interest in claims of religious discrimination was on 
full display, with another “church-state” case decided in reli-
gious plaintiffs’ favor just last week. And on Friday, the court 
overturned Roe vs. Wade. The debate over abortion is often 
framed in terms of religion, even though the court’s holding 
focused on other constitutional grounds.

FACTS OF THE CASE

In 2008, Joseph Kennedy, a self-described Christian, worked 
as head coach of the junior varsity football team and assistant 
coach of the varsity team at Bremerton High School. He be-
gan to kneel on the 50-yard line after games, regardless of the 
outcome, offering a brief, quiet prayer of thanks.

While Kennedy first prayed alone, eventually most of the 
players on his team, and then members of opposing squads, 
joined in. He later added inspirational speeches, causing some 
parents and school employees to voice concerns that players 
would feel compelled to participate.

School officials directed Kennedy to stop praying on the 
field because they feared that his actions could put the board 
at risk of violating the First Amendment. The government is 
prohibited from making laws “respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof” -- language 
known as the Establishment Clause, which is often understood 
as meaning public officials cannot promote particular faiths 
over others.

In September 2015, school officials notified the coach that 
he could continue delivering his inspirational speeches after 
games, but they had to remain secular. Although students could 
pray, he could not. Even so, a month later, Kennedy resumed his 
on-field prayers. He had publicized his plans to do so and was 
joined by players, coaches and parents, while reporters watched.

Bremerton’s school board offered Kennedy accommoda-
tions to allow him to pray more privately on the field after the 
stadium emptied out, which he rejected. At the end of October, 
officials placed him on paid leave for violating their directive 
and eventually chose not to renew his one-year contract. Ken-
nedy filed suit in August 2016.

TWO COMPLICATED CLAUSES

Kennedy raised two major claims: that the school board 
violated his rights to freedom of speech and also to the free 
practice of his religion. However, the Ninth Circuit twice re-
jected these claims because it concluded that when he prayed, 
he did so as a public employee whose actions could have been 
viewed as having the board’s approval. Moreover, the Ninth 
Circuit agreed with the school board that the district had a 
compelling interest to avoid violating the establishment clause.

The EU, Desperate To Please Their Constituents, 
Is Ready To Send Them off to Battle

Ukraine’s ambitious at-
tempt to join the European 
Union is a decision marred 
with short sight and poor 
policy considerations that 
sends the wrong signals to 
both our adversaries and 
allies. This decision demon-
strates that, irrespective of 
turbulent pasts or wrong-
doings, adversaries may 
become allies when it suits 
the interests of feckless 
policymakers.

This decision sets a dan-
gerous precedent for the fu-
ture and demonstrates to the 
world that our leaders care 
more about party politics 
than the people they gov-
ern. It is not a mystery that 
the people of the developed 
nations overwhelmingly 
support Ukraine, but it is 
also not a mystery that this 
burgeoning desire of every 
developed nation to align 
with Ukraine may culminate 
in losses that far surpass what 
was intended or anticipated.

Despite our desire to do 
what is right, we often act 
inappropriately. It is simple 
to see why Ukraine’s entry 
into the EU would be so 
problematic.

First, it may prolong the 
conflict. Russia, regard-
less of their power to fol-
low through, has made it 
clear that anyone aligning 
themselves too closely with 
Ukraine will be held ac-
countable. Whether or not 
these threats should be tak-
en at face value, a powerful 
nation like Russia should 
not be trifled with for too 
long, particularly for a sim-

ple political show of unity.
Second, they could ex-

pand the conflict areas by 
allying themselves with 
Ukraine. The EU has tacitly 
forced each of its member 
nations to side with Rus-

sia’s sworn 
adversary, 
Ukraine. 
It  would 
be unwise 
to  br ing 
innocent 
p a r t i e s 
i nt o  t h e 
conflict.

Third, 
and per-

haps most importantly, 
it will remove a crucial 
negotiating point prior to 
the start of negotiations. 
Almost everyone is aware 
of how contentious this 
subject is for Russia, and 
how determined they are 
to ensure Ukraine loses its 
sovereignty. Ukraine need 
not be a member of the EU 
to be recognized as a legit-
imate force on the inter-
national scene. Why, then, 
would you unilaterally give 
up a crucial negotiating 
point so early in the game?

The best approach at 
this time would be to ne-
gotiate a ceasefire between 
Ukraine and Russia to end 
the bloodshed for at least 
a short period of time and 
halt Russian military gains, 
thereby allowing Finland 
and Sweden to join NATO, 
bolstering their existing 
structure and increasing 
the EU’s economic power. 
After all, without question, 

the EU is a financial husk. 
It is no more than the Ger-
man economy, which is an 
Achilles’ heel. Knowing 
this, it is obvious why the 
EU must bolster its eco-
nomic might before engag-
ing in an unnecessary con-
flict with a tenacious foe.

The West must facilitate 
Russia’s gradual withdrawal 
from Ukraine over time. 
Externally, this is vastly 
preferable because Russia 
would no longer pose a 
threat to Ukraine. Inter-
nally, however, this course 
of action would lead to a 
rift in the Russian govern-
ment and possibly a change 
in leadership, as President 
Vladimir Putin’s allies and 
constituents realize that he 
has utterly failed to succeed 
in a war in which the out-
come was virtually predes-
tined from the outset. The 
aging communists of the 
Cold War era will cycle out 
as they die off, resulting in a 
long-term improvement for 
the nation, since this gener-
ational transition and ideo-
logical shift will bring about 
a beneficial development in 
both international and in-
ternal policy. There are now 
credible Russian leadership 
figures only waiting for the 
opportunity to challenge the 
Putin administration, and 
with widespread support, 
a victory may be all but 
certain.

Despite the obvious in-
capacity of President Joe 
Biden, so many disastrous 
actions throughout this 
conflict have seemed to be 

deliberate. It seems that 
the Biden administration 
has prolonged the conflict, 
which is so immoral that it 
cannot be adequately de-
scribed. In fact, at the outset 
of the Ukraine conflict, the 
United States did basically 
nothing to intervene stra-
tegically for months. Now, 
the intensity of the fighting 
is entering a new phase, so 
the destruction, death toll 
and economic impact will 
continue to grow and be 
felt well beyond the borders 
of Ukraine and Russia. 
However, because the U.S. 
has been on its hands for 
so long, it will be extreme-
ly difficult and expensive 
to effect any meaningful 
change at this time.

Russia’s exhibition of 
hostility has persuaded 
Finland and Sweden to 
abandon their neutral 
stance and instead seek 
NATO membership. Ob-
viously, this action seems 
to be largely favored by 
the general populations 
of both countries. Yet, as 
was previously noted, re-
gardless of whether this 
symbolic action is signifi-
cant or advantageous, it is 
not the preferable course 
of action during a time of 
war. As Russia starts to feel 
the diplomatic pressure 
that accompanies NATO 
membership, a move to 
welcome Ukraine into the 
EU will certainly be seen 
as an increase in strategic 
risk. So, why do this now? 
Clearly, this will exacerbate 
the conflict.

If Donald Trump were convicted, Joe 
Biden would have to consider a pardon
By Harlan Ullman,  

Arnaud de Borchgrave 
UPI

President Gerald Ford’s 
pardon of Richard Nixon 
after the Watergate fiasco 
no doubt helped Jimmy 
Carter win the 1976 elec-
tion. But Ford was right 
then and right now. A 
former president in the 
docket would have been 
devastating to the nation.

Today, that possibility 
would be catastrophic. But 
make no mistake: Donald 
Trump could face prosecu-
tion over Jan. 6. The charge 
could be far more serious 
than inciting a riot, which 
would be very difficult to 
prove in a court.

Trump’s legal problem 
stems not from Democrat-
ic allegations but from his 
and former Vice President 
Mike Pence’s lawyers; two 
judges; former Attorney 
General Bill Barr; and oth-
er witnesses who will testi-
fy in the remaining House 
select committee’s televised 
hearings. And Trump’s 
possible legal problems are 
not his alone. President Joe 
Biden could be swept in 
them as Gerald Ford was 
48 years ago as to whether 
to prosecute or to pardon 
a former president.

How serious are the 
possible charges against 
the former president? U.S. 
District Judge David Car-
ter, in a case involving 
former Trump attorney 
John Eastman, concluded 
Trump “more likely than 
not corruptly attempted 
to obstruct Congress.” Re-

tired Republican-appoint-
ed Court of Appeals Judge 
Michael Luttig declared in 
testimony that Trump was 
“a clear and present danger 
to democracy.”

Trump deputy White 
House counsel Eric Her-
schmann strongly recom-
mended to Eastman that 
he hire the “best crimi-
nal attorney” he can find. 
Barr testified he repeatedly 
warned Trump that believ-
ing the election was stolen 
was “nonsense.” And the 
evidence so far, if proven 
correct, could make the 
case that Trump not only 
attempted to subvert gov-
ernment. By his actions, he 
meant to overthrow it.

This bombshel l  has 
been obscured by focus 
on Trump’s role to incite 
the riot. Rioters testified 
how he “summoned them” 
to Washington to reverse 
the stolen election, by force 
if necessary. No doubt, 
Trump’s actions certainly 
facilitated, if not provoked, 
the large crowds to assem-
ble on the National Mall 
and march on the Capitol 
that fateful day. But can 
guilt be established beyond 
a reasonable doubt in a 
court of law? Probably not.

As former prosecutor 
and New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie observed, if a case 
is to be made against a 
president, it cannot be a 
“swing and a miss.” It must 
have a 99.999% or higher 
probability of obtaining 
a guilty verdict. And any 
Department of Justice is 
well aware of that standard.

The most chilling possi-

bility is a question. Given 
that Trump attempted a 
coup and had a plan to 
overturn the election and, 
in essence, overthrow the 
government illegally, does 
that amount to sedition? 
18 U.S.C 2384 defines the 
crime of sedition as con-
spiring to “overthrow the 
government of the Unit-
ed States...” or opposing 
by force the “authority of 
the United States govern-
ment...the execution of any 
law.....”

The evidence is very 
strong. But the ramifica-
tions are staggering. The 
divisions in the nation 
are such that a large fac-
tion of Americans would 
fiercely protest a trial of a 
former president over an 
election they thought was 
won. Other forms of Jan. 
6 levels of violence almost 
certainly would break out, 
probably country wide. A 
national state of emergen-
cy could be declared with 
horrendous consequences.

Hence, Biden could face 
impossible decisions, mak-
ing Ford’s pardon of Nixon 
seem trivial. First, how 
would Biden deal with the 
Justice Department if it 
embarked on a criminal 
investigation of Trump’s 
conduct surrounding the 
events of Jan. 6? Second, 
how would Biden deal 
with an indictment were 
one forthcoming? And last, 
if a trial were to be held, 
would the White House 
be capable of preventing 
the proceedings from dis-
integrating into a national 
nightmare?

All this is speculative. 
However, as the leak of 
a Supreme Court draft 
memo on Roe vs. Wade 
has set the stage for a po-
tential political explosion, 
trying a former president 
would elevate such a spec-
tacle to thermonuclear 
proportions. What can be 
done?

Few people have real-
ized how potentially dan-
gerous the findings of this 
select committee could 
prove. Would Biden pre-
empt them by offering 
Trump a pardon or the 
equivalent of a “plea bar-
gain” by not prosecuting 
should the former pres-
ident agree never to run 
for office? And could that 
be binding?

Is a nation wracked with 
COVID-19; massive infla-
tion and soaring gas prices; 
a war in Ukraine that could 
escalate; and other tick-
ing time bombs capable 
of withstanding perhaps 
the greatest political crisis 
since the Civil War? For 
certain, no one knows.

Harlan Ullman is se-
nior adviser at Washing-
ton’s Atlantic Council, the 
prime author of “shock 
and awe” and author of 
“The Fifth Horseman and 
the New MAD: How Mas-
sive Attacks of Disruption 
Became the Looming Exis-
tential Danger to a Divided 
Nation and the World at 
Large.” Follow him @har-
lankullman.

The views and opinions 
expressed in this commen-
tary are solely those of the 
author.
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units per customer while a 
listing for a generic version of 
the drug, called My Choice, 
allowed 30 units per customer.

Walmart has said that 
many of its products pur-
chased online have limits 
that can change “during 
times of fluctuating demand” 
but purchases of emergency 
contraceptive pills were not 
currently being limited.

Emergency contracep-
tive pills, which are also 
referred to as “morning 
after pills,” can be purchased 
over-the-counter without 
an ID or prescription.

They typically prevent 
pregnancy by stopping the re-

lease of an egg from the ova-
ries, preventing a sperm from 
fertilizing an egg or stopping 
a fertilized egg from attaching 
to the womb and are meant to 
be taken up to three days after 
unprotected sex.

They differ from abor-

tion pills, which require 
a prescription and can be 
used effectively within the 
first 10 weeks of pregnancy.

“Using (emergency con-
traception) does not cause 
an abortion. An abortion 
ends an existing pregnan-

cy. EC prevents pregnancy 
from occurring. EC must be 
used soon after unprotected 
sexual intercourse to be 
effective. It does not work 
if pregnancy has already 
occurred,” the American 
College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists said.

On Tuesday, Health Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra said 
the Department of Health 
and Human Services is 
working to make sure states 
cannot ban medication abor-
tion, which is protected un-
der federal law for cases of 
rape, incest and when the 
mother’s life is at risk.

The Supreme Court on 
Friday voted 6-3 to overturn 
its 1973 opinion in Roe vs. 
Wade, which legalized abor-
tion nationwide, eliminat-
ing the federally protected 
right to abortion procedures 
and states looking to restrict 
access to the medical proce-
dure are expected to move 
quickly to criminalize it.

The decision triggered 
laws in more than a dozen 
states to partially or fully 
ban abortion, while other 
states such as California 
have taken steps to bolster 
protections of reproductive 
rights.

Plan-B
continued from page 1

PGV

STORM SEASON IS JUNE-OCTOBER

HURRICANE PREP IS EVERY DAY, 24/7
WHAT WE’RE DOING:

We are strengthening our system, upgrading equipment and investing in new grid technology.  
We are improving response and restoration times by identifying potential issues in  

advance and installing technology that will allow us to reroute power to avoid outages.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO:

For additional tips, please visit duke-energy.com/StormSafety.

Have a plan to move  
yourself and your family.

Sign up for outage alerts  
by phone or email or  
text REG to 57801.

Prepare an emergency kit 
with water, nonperishable 
food, first-aid and more.
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ECC Radiography Graduates Earn Perfect Marks
All members of the 

Radiography Class of 
2022  at  E dge comb e 
C ommunity  C ol lege 
passed the national cer-
tification exam on their 
first attempt, becom-
ing registered radiog-
raphers and earning the 
t it le R.T.(R)(ARRT), 
which signif ies Reg-
istered Technologist 
in Radiography by the 
American Registry of 
Radiologic Technolo-
gists.

Tw e l v e  s t u d e n t s 
graduated from the pro-
gram in May 2022.

The graduates  are 
certified nationally as 
radiographers, which 
enables them to work 
anywhere in the United 
States or further their 
education in post-pri-
mar y pathways such 
as radiation therapy, 
ultrasound, CT/MRI, 
nuclear medicine, car-
diovascular interven-
tional radiography, and 
mammography.

These graduates also 
boast a 100 percent job 
placement rate, with all 
employed as radiogra-
phers.

May 2022 Edgecombe Commu-
nity College Radiography gradu-
ates have achieved a 100 percent 
pass rate and 100 percent job 
placement rate. From left are Jor-
dan Walls, R.T.(R); Emily Bass, 
R.T.(R); Alexis Radford, R.T.(R); 
Alyssa Humphries, R.T.(R); Alli-
son Smith, R.T.(R); Makayla Lee, 
R.T.(R); Katherine Lanier, R.T.(R); 
Kayla Whitman, R.T.(R); Jessica 
Smedberg, R.T.(R); Leah Hinton, 
R.T.(R); Joseph Bridgeman, R.T.(R); 
and Kameron Bethune, R.T.(R).  
Contributed photo
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awaiting trial.
Maxwell, 60, was con-

victed by a jury in Decem-
ber on five of six counts 
relating to the sex traffick-
ing scheme in which she 
was accused of procuring 
young girls to be sexually 
abused by her boyfriend, 

Epstein. The former British 
socialite was found guilty 
of sex trafficking minors, 
transporting a minor with 
the intent to engage in 
criminal sexual activity and 
three related conspiracy 
counts.

During the trial, four 
women testified Maxwell 
groomed them and some-
times took part as Epstein 
sexually abused them while 

they were between the ages 
of 14 and 17. Prosecutors 
said Maxwell was motivated 
by money and showed bank 
records indicating Epstein 
paid Maxwell about $30.7 
million between 1999 and 
2007, while Maxwell’s at-
torneys argued the case was 
an attempt to pin Epstein’s 
crimes on their client after 
Epstein’s death.

Before Tuesday’s sen-

tencing, several impact 
statements were read in 
court with many of the 
women describing thoughts 
of suicide and substance 
abuse issues since meeting 
Maxwell.

“Maxwell is today the 
same woman I met almost 
20 years ago -- incapable 
of compassion or common 
human decency,” one of 
the women Sarah Ransome 

said. “Because of her wealth, 
social status and connec-
tions, she believes herself 
beyond reproach and above 
the law. Sentencing her 
to the rest of her life in 
prison will not change her, 
but it will give survivors a 
slight sense of justice and 
help us as we continue to 
work to recover from the 
sex-trafficking hell she per-
petuated.”

Another victim Annie 
Farmer blasted Maxwell’s 
apology saying “Her state-
ment felt like a very hol-
low apology to me,” she 
said. “She did not take re-
sponsibility for the crimes 
that she committed and it 
felt like, once more, her 
trying to do something to 
benefit her and not at all 
about the harm she had 
caused.”

Maxwell
continued from page 1

Before becoming a bombshell witness, Cassidy Hutchinson 
was an intern who dreamed of ‘civil significance’

By Doug Cunningham 
UPI

Of all the public hearings so far 
held by the House Jan. 6 commit-
tee, Tuesday’s proceeding -- which 
featured new testimony and ev-
idence against former President 
Donald Trump -- was arguably 
the most explosive yet, due to a 
little-known White House aide 
who is now at the center of the 
spotlight.

The panel had scheduled the 
hearing at the last minute on Mon-
day and said it would cover “newly 
obtained” evidence and testimony 
from a key unidentified witness 
who turned out to be Cassidy 
Hutchinson.

Hutchinson, 26, has been the 
committee’s biggest star witness 
to date and she delivered bomb-
shell testimony from inside the 
Trump White House. Among 
other things, she told the panel 
that Trump threw a plate of food 
against a wall in the White House 
out of frustration over losing the 
2020 election -- and even tried 
to forcefully steer his armored 
limousine toward the U.S. Capitol 
on Jan. 6, 2021, when his radical 
supporters were marching there 
to disrupt Congress.

She also told the committee 
that Trump knew some of those 
supporters were armed at his 
“Save America” rally just before 
the Capitol was attacked, and 
wanted the Secret Service to stop 
screening them.

Before Tuesday’s fireworks, 
Hutchinson was largely an un-
known.

A graduate of Christopher 
Newport University, she first 
entered Trump’s White House in 

mid-2018 as an intern for legisla-
tive affairs. In early 2019, she be-
came a special assistant to Trump 
and was assigned to White House 
Chief of Staff Mark Meadows.

In 2018, she was quoted In an 
article posted to the Christopher 
Newport University website about 
landing the coveted White House 
internship.

“I was brought to tears when 
I received the email that I had 
been selected to participate,” 
Hutchinson said in the article. “As 
a first-generation college student, 
being selected to serve as an in-
tern alongside some of the most 
intelligent and driven students 
from across the nation -- many 
of whom attend top universities 
-- was an honor and a tremendous 
growing experience.”

By the time the story appeared, 
Hutchinson had already been an 
intern for Republican Sen. Ted 
Cruz of Texas and and Republican 
Rep. Steve Scalise of Louisiana.

She’d said in the college arti-
cle that her goal was to pursue 
a path of “civil significance” and 
she eagerly applied for the White 
House opportunity. Her desire to 
do something important in civil 
service was reflected in her testi-
mony on Tuesday.

“I was disgusted,” she said of 
watching pro-Trump radicals 
on Jan. 6 attack the U.S. Capitol, 
which is colloquially known as the 
“people’s house.”

“It was unpatriotic. It was 
un-American,” she added. “We 
are watching the Capitol building 
get defaced over a lie [about the 
2020 election] and it was some-
thing that was really hard in that 
moment to digest.”

Borin in New Jersey in 1996, 
Hutchinson ultimately acquired 
extraordinary White House access 
that put her in the orbit of the 
president of the United States and 
his top advisers. It was that access 
-- and the fact that she became 

Meadows’ principal assistant 
-- that made her an invaluable 
witness for the committee on 
Tuesday.

Brendan Buck, an aide to for-
mer House speaker Paul Ryan and 
an acquaintance of Hutchinson’s, 
said in an interview with The 
Washington Post that she was 
always close to Meadows and that 
her office was not far from the 
Oval Office.

“[Meadows] would always in-
sist she was in the room,” he said 
of her significance in the West 
Wing -- an assessment that was 
echoed by Sarah Matthews, a for-
mer deputy press aide in Trump’s 
White House who testified before 
the committee in February. She’d 
told the panel that she was “deeply 
disturbed” by the attack at the 
Capitol.

“Anyone downplaying Cassidy 
Hutchinson’s role or her access 
in the West Wing either doesn’t 
understand how the Trump White 
House worked or is attempting 
to discredit her because they are 
scared of how damning her testi-
mony is,” Matthews said in a tweet 
on Tuesday.

Some Republicans and sup-
porters have moved to discredit 
Hutchinson in light of her testi-
mony, which was heavily damag-
ing to Trump.

Following the explosive testi-
mony on Tuesday, former White 
House counsel Eric Herschmann 
disputed Hutchinson’s claim that 
she’d written a statement for 
Trump on Jan. 6 that demanded 
rioters leave the Capitol.

However, a spokesperson for 
Herschmann told ABC News that 
she, in fact, had not written that 
statement.

“The handwritten note that 
Cassidy Hutchinson testified was 
written by her was in fact written 
by Eric Herschmann on Jan. 6, 
2021,” the spokesperson said.

In her remarks before the pan-
el, Hutchinson said she’d written 
the statement for Trump -- and 
that Herschmann had suggested 
changing it.

The committee said that, who-
ever wrote it, the note is evidence 
that Trump staffers were urgently 
trying to get the president to call 
off the mob at the Capitol.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Secret 
Service has promised to respond 
to a particularly fiery part of 
Hutchinson’s testimony, which 
said that Trump was determined 
to join the mob at the Capitol. 
In fact, she said, he physically 
attempted to grab the wheel of his 
presidential limousine on Jan. 6 
when agents on his security detail 
told him that it was unsafe to go 
and they were returning to the 
White House.

Hutchinson said that a member 
of Trump’s detail had relayed the 
story to her a short time later at 
the White House.

“The United States Secret Ser-
vice has been cooperating with 
the Select Committee since its 
inception in spring 2021, and 
will continue to do so, including 
by responding on the record to 
the committee regarding the new 
allegations surfaced in [Hutchin-
son’s] testimony,” Secret Service 
spokesperson Anthony Guglielmi 
told CBS News.

The House Jan. 6 commit-
tee has said it will hold its next 
hearing in early July. The public 
hearings are expected to last until 
September.

Cassidy Hutchinson, former aide to White House Chief of Staff 
Mark Meadows, is sworn in to testify as the House select com-
mittee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol holds a 
hearing on June 28, 2022. Pool Photo by Andrew Harnik/UPI

Michigan Supreme Court overturns Flint water crisis indictments
By Simon Druker 

UPI

Michigan’s Supreme Court 
overturned a lower court 
ruling Tuesday against three 
former state officials over 
their involvement in the Flint 
drinking water crisis, court 
filings show.

The Michigan Supreme 
Court voted unanimously 
with one abstention to return 
the cases against former state 
officials Nick Lyon, Nancy 
Peeler and Richard Baird to 
return to the Genesee Circuit 
Court, citing improper use of 
a one-person grand jury.

The trio is part of a larger 
group of six people charged 
in 2021 in relation to the 
city’s drinking water crisis. 
Former Michigan Gov. Rick 

Snyder was among the six and 
pleaded not guilty to two mis-
demeanor charges of willful 
neglect of duty.

“Judge David Newblatt 
served as the one-man grand 
jury, considered the evidence 
behind closed doors, and then 
issued indictments against de-
fendants,” reads Tuesday’s ruling.

The three appealed the 
decision, appeals that were 
rejected until they reached the 
state’s Supreme Court.

Michigan law authorizes 
“a judge to investigate, sub-
poena witnesses, and issue 
arrest warrants. But they do 
not authorize the judge to 
issue indictments. And if a 
criminal process begins with 
a one-man grand jury, the 
accused is entitled to a pre-
liminary examination before 

being brought to trial,” reads 
the court’s decision, authored 
by Chief Justice Bridget Mc-
Cormack.

Snyder’s lawyers said Tues-
day, they would use the ruling 
to get the two misdemeanor 
charges against the two-term 
Republican governor thrown 
out.

The charges against Snyder 
could each result in a $1,000 
fine and up to a year in jail.

Michigan Solicitor General 
Fadwa Hammoud respond-
ed Tuesday, saying the cases 
against the former govern-
ment officials are not dead.

“The Citizens of Flint 
should know that these cases 
are not over,” Hammoud said 
in a statement.

“Public commentary to the 
contrary is presumptive and 

rash. Our reading is that the 
Court’s opinion interprets the 
one-man grand jury process 
to require charges to be filed at 
the district court and include 
a preliminary examination. 
Our team is prepared to move 
forward through that process.”

“We relied upon settled law 
and the well-established pros-
ecutorial tool of the one-man 
grand jury, used for decades, 
to bring forward charges 
against the nine defendants 
in the Flint water crisis. We 
still believe these charges can 
and will be proven in court,” 
Hammoud said.

Snyder, 62, was governor of 
Michigan in 2014 when the city 
of Flint switched sources from 
Detroit’s supply of treated Lake 
Huron water to water from the 
Flint River treated at the Flint 

Water Treatment Plant.
Officials failed to apply 

corrosion inhibitors in the 
process leading to aging pipes 

leaching lead into the water 
supply, exposing residents to 
toxic contamination, scientific 
studies showed.

Michigan’s Supreme Court overturned a lower court 
ruling Tuesday against three former state officials 
over their involvement in the Flint drinking water crisis, 
which lawyers for former Gov. Rick Snyder, pictured, 
say they will use get related charges against him dis-
missed. File Photo by Molly Riley/UPI
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Sponsored by Atty. Jay Dupree’s Office
Local detainees

DONTAVIS JACRA ALBRITTON
SECOND DEGREE KIDNAPPING — FELONY
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR

MEGAN LYNEE GALLOP
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
ALTER/REMOVE GUN SERIAL NUMBER — FELONY
CARRY CONCEALED GUN — MISDEMEANOR
SIMPLE POSSESS SCH II CS — MISDEMEANOR

DAVID KALE TRIPP
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
FLEE/ELUDE ARREST W/MV — FELONY
DWLR NOT IMPAIRED REV — MISDEMEANOR
AGGRESSIVE DRIVING — MISDEMEANOR

CHRISTOPHER DAIL MOORING
FTA-BREAKING AND OR ENERING — FELONY
FTA-LARCENY AFTER BREAK/ENTER — FELONY
FTA-POSS STOLEN GOODS/PROP — FELONY
CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPON — MISDEMEANOR

TIFFANY SMITH WILLIAMS
TRAFFICKING IN MDA / MDMA — FELONY
PWISD SCH I CS — FELONY
FELONY POSSESSION SCH I CS — FELONY
DWLR NOT IMPAIRED REV — MISDEMEANOR

GARY LAMONT CARR
FTA-BREAK/ENTER TERRORIZE/INJURE — FELONY
FTA - HABITUAL FELON — FELONY
FTA - AWDW WITH MINOR PRESENT — MISDEMEANOR
FTA - HIT/RUN FAIL STOP PROP DAMAGE — MISDEMEANOR

ARMOND JESUS BANNISTER
FELONY STALKING — FELONY
INDECENT EXPOSURE — FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION-STALKING — MISDEMEANOR

CHER JEANEN NICHOLSON
PROBATION VIOLATION HIT AND RUN SER INJ — FELONY

MIGUEL DANIEL VILLARREAL
TRAFFICKING, OPIUM OR HEROIN — FELONY
SELL OR DELIVER HEROIN — FELONY
FINANCIAL CARD FRAUD — MISDEMEANOR
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR
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Bucs’ Rob Gronkowski retires, 
leaves door open for NFL return

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Tampa Bay Buccaneers tight end Rob 
Gronkowski will retire from the NFL for 
a second time, he announced on social 
media.

Gronkowski announced his decision 
Tuesday on Instagram, Twitter and Face-
book. His agent, Drew Rosenhaus, later 
told ESPN that he “wouldn’t be surprised” 
if he came back in the middle of the 2022 
season or in 2023.

“I will now be going back into my re-
tirement home, walking away from football 
again with my head held high knowing I gave 
it everything I had, good or bad, every time I 
stepped out on the field,” Gronkowski wrote. 
“The friendships and relationships I have 
made will last forever, and I appreciate every 
single one of my teammates and coaches for 
giving everything they had as well.

“From retirement, back to football and 
winning another championship and now 
back to chilling out, thank you to all.”

Gronkowski, 33, was a five-time Pro 
Bowl selection, a four-time All-Pro and a 
four-time Super Bowl champion. His 92 
receiving touchdowns are the third-most 
among tight ends in NFL history and rank 
30th all-time. His 9,286 receiving yards are 
the fifth-most among tight ends.

Gronkowski totaled 55 catches for 802 
yards and six scores in 12 starts last season. 
He scored seven times in 16 starts in 2020, 
when he won a Super Bowl in his first sea-
son with the Buccaneers.

“Rob is a true professional who left it all 
on the field for us the past two seasons and 
helped establish a championship culture in 
our building,” Buccaneers general manag-
er Jason Licht said in a news release. “He 
played a crucial part in our Super Bowl LV 
championship season in 2020 and battled 
through a number of injuries last year while 
on the way to one of the most productive 
receiving yardage seasons in his 11-year 
career.

“It is always difficult to see a great play-

er walk away from the game when he is 
still enjoying that kind of success, but the 
overwhelming emotions I feel today are 
gratitude and respect for one of the greatest 
tight ends who ever played the game.

“While his on-field accomplishments 
will surely earn him a gold jacket and a 
place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame, it is 
his humble attitude and team-first approach 
to the game that truly defined his career.”

The second-round pick in the 2010 NFL 
Draft spent his first nine seasons with the 
New England Patriots. He led the NFL with 
17 touchdowns in 2011. He retired from 
the NFL in 2019, but opted to return for 
the 2020 season. The Buccaneers acquired 
the star tight end and a seventh-round pick 
that off-season in exchange for a fourth-
round pick.

Gronkowski spent his entire 11-year 
NFL tenure as a teammate of star quarter-
back Tom Brady.

“Teammate, friend, brother, just a few 
of the words that come to mind when I 
think of Gronk,” Brady wrote on Instagram. 
“Nobody has ever embodied the idea of 
‘leaving it all out on the field’ like Rob has 
throughout his entire career.

“Every single snap, I knew that no matter 
how many people you put in front of him, 
he was going to get to his spot. Even more 
important is the person he was off the 
field. Focused when he had to be, and fun 
the rest of the time. Having Gronk in your 
locker room was every NFL player’s dream. 
I’m proud of all that we’ve accomplished 
together, and even more excited for all you 
have ahead of you.”

The Buccaneers will report to training 
camp on July 25. They will start the regu-
lar season with a game against the Dallas 
Cowboys on Sept. 11 at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington, Texas.

“It would not surprise me if Tom Brady 
calls him during the season to come back 
and Rob answers the call,” Rosenhaus 
told ESPN. “This is just my opinion, but I 
wouldn’t be surprised if Rob comes back 
during the season or next season.”

Star tight end Rob Gronkowski (L) spent his entire 11-year NFL career as Tom 
Brady’s teammate. File Photo by Kevin Dietsch/UPI

Serena Williams upset at Wimbledon, ‘can’t answer’ retirement questions
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Tennis legend Serena Wil-
liams, appearing at Wim-
bledon as a wild card entry, 
was upset on Tuesday in her 
first Grand Slam match in 
more than a year -- and said 
afterward that she couldn’t 
give an answer when asked if 

she’s eyeing retirement after 
27 years on the women’s tour.

Harmony Tan of France 
beat the 23-time Grand Slam 
champion 7-5, 1-6, 7-6 (10) at 
London’s All England Club.

“It was really tough,” Wil-
liams told reporters after the 
match. “I had some chances 
to win the first set, but it 
didn’t work out. It was totally 

different for me.”
Williams also exited in 

the first round at Wimble-
don a year ago, but had been 
struggling with an injury. 
She returned to the court on 
June 21 for doubles play at 
Rothesay International East-
bourne, a Wimbledon warm 
up, but withdrew from that 
tournament due to an injury 

to partner Ons Jabeur.
Williams, 40, said that her 

performance this year was “all 
she could do” and that she 
“can’t change time.” She was 
vague in several responses to 
questions about retirement.

“That’s a question I can’t 
answer,” Williams said. “Like, 
I don’t know. I feel like, you 
know, I don’t know. Who 
knows? Who knows where 
I’ll pop up.”

Williams said she would 
not be “satisfied” with mem-
ories from Tuesday’s match if 
it was her last at Wimbledon. 
She also said she wasn’t “sum-
ming up” her career at the All 
England Lawn Tennis and 
Croquet Club.

Williams, who earned a 

wild-card entry in the tourna-
ment, edged Tan 5-3 in aces, 
61-29 in winners and con-
verted 6 of 17 break points, 
but logged 54 unforced er-
rors. Tan totaled 28 unforced 
errors and converted 5 of 15 
break points. She will face 
No. 32 Sara Sorribes Tormo 
of Spain in the second round.

“I’m so emotional,” Tan 
said in her on-court interview. 
“She is a superstar. When I was 
young, I watched her so many 
times on TV. For my first time 
at Wimbledon, it’s just, wow.”

As a wild card, Williams 
was unseeded at Wimbledon 
this year -- the first time she 
wasn’t a ranked player in the 
tournament since her first 
appearance there in 1998. She 

missed the tournaments in 
2006 and 2017 due to injury 
and pregnancy, respectively, 
and has won the ladies’ draw 
at Wimbledon seven times, 
most recently in 2016.

Before Wimbledon began 
on Monday, Williams was 
ranked No. 411 in the world.

Williams was among eight 
American women to exit the 
singles tournament Tuesday. 
No. 1 Iga Swiatek of Po-
land, No. 4 Paula Badosa of 
Spain, No. 5 Maria Sakkari of 
Greece, No. 11 Cori “Coco” 
Gauff of the United States 
and fellow American Aman-
da Anisimova (No. 20) were 
among the top players to win 
first-round matches Tuesday 
at Wimbledon.
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SMITHFIELD JUNETEENTH

At Smithfield Foods, we make more than good food - we aim to make a difference. And we know 

actions speak louder than words. That’s why we’ve invested $15 million to further diversity, equity 

and inclusion in food manufacturing, agriculture and education. From dedicated programs to 

develop diverse candidates for management positions to creating ownership opportunities for 

Black and other minority farmers in our industry, we’re committed to helping our communities thrive.  

On Juneteenth, we honor the sacrifices made toward a more equal and just society.
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Officials: 51 migrants abandoned in tractor-trailer have died
By Darryl Coote 

UPI

Fifty-one migrants who were 
found in the back of a sweltering 
tractor-trailer that was abandoned 
by the side of a San Antonio road 
have died, officials said, increasing 
the death toll from 46 a day prior.

Officials with Bexar County 
where San Antonio is located 
announced the death toll during 
a press conference Tuesday af-
ternoon, stating 51 bodies were 
now in the custody of the medical 
examiner’s office, including that of 
39 men and 12 woman.

“The inscription on our Statue 
of Liberty says, ‘Give me your 
tired, your poor and your huddled 
masses yearning to breath free.’” 
Bexar County Judge Nelson Wolff 
said. “Today, we mourn for those 
51 immigrants who came to us to 
breath that fresh air, but instead 
found death in the state of Texas.”

Tom Peine, assistant public 
information officer for Bexar 
County, said teenagers could be 
among the deceased but that will 
be determined by the medical 
examiner as well as each victim’s 
cause of death.

“This work will take days, if not 

longer,” he said.
Marcelo Ebrard, Mexico’s 

foreign minister, said 22 of the 
victims were Mexican, seven 
were Guatemalans and two were 
Hondurans with others yet to be 

identified.
“We are in mourning. Huge 

tragedy,” he tweeted. “Mexico 
joins investigations in the U.S., co-
ordinated with the [Department 
of Homeland Security].”

Authorities said the trac-
tor-trailer was found Monday 
evening with the bodies of 46 
people inside without water or air 
conditioning. Sixteen people, in-
cluding children, were found alive 

and transported to local hospitals 
suffering from heat exhaustion 
and heat stroke.

At least three people have been 
detained in connection with the 
deaths with federal prosecutors 
charging two of them, Juan Clau-
dio D’luna-Mendez and Juan 
Francisco D’Luna-Bilbao.

According to court documents 
filed Tuesday in the U.S. District 
Court in the Western District of 
Texas, the two Mexican citizens 
were charged separately with 
“possession of a weapon by an 
alien illegally in the United States.”

U.S.  President Joe Biden 
mourned the loss of life in a state-
ment Tuesday, stating preliminary 
information indicates that “this 
tragedy was caused by smugglers 
or human traffickers who have no 
regard for the lives they endanger 
and exploit to make a profit.”

“Exploiting vulnerable indi-
viduals for profit is shameful, as 
is political grandstanding around 
tragedy, and my administration 
will continue to do everything 
possible to stop human smugglers 
and traffickers from taking advan-
tage of people who are seeking to 
enter the United States between 
ports of entry,” he said.

Bexar County officials on Tuesday said 51 migrants have died after being abandoned in a trac-
tor-trailer on the side of a San Antonio road a day prior. Photo courtesy of Bexar County Judge 
Nelson Wolff/Twitter

Rockets’ John Wall agrees to buyout, expected to join Clippers
By Alex Butler 

UPI

The Houston Rockets 
and John Wall agreed to a 
contract buyout, sending 

the All-Star point guard to 
free agency.

Sources told ESPN, Ya-
hoo Sports and The Athletic 
on Monday about the agree-
ment and said that Wall is 

expected to sign with the 
Los Angeles Clippers when 
he clears waivers. NBA free 
agency starts Thursday.

Wall, 31, did not play last 
season due to a mutual deci-
sion with the Rockets. He was 
due a $47.4 million player 
option this season before he 
negotiated the buyout.

The five-time All-Star 
averaged 20.6 points, 6.9 
assists and 3.2 rebounds per 
game in 40 starts in 2020 for 
the Rockets. Wall joined the 
Rockets in a 2020 trade from 
the Washington Wizards.

He missed the entire 2019-
20 season due to injuries.

Wall spent the first nine 
years of his career with the 
Wizards. The No. 1 overall 
pick in the 2010 NBA Draft 
averaged 19.1 points, 9.1 
assists and 4.3 rebounds per 
game in his first 613 NBA 
appearances.

He signed a four-year, 
$170 million contract ex-
tension in 2017 with the 
Wizards.

Houston Rockets guard John Wall was due $47.3 million in 2022-23, but negotiat-
ed a buyout to become a free agent this off-season. Photo by Michael Reynolds/
EPA-EFE
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY given that the Greenville City Council will conduct a public hearing on August 18, 
2022 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 200 West Fifth Street, to receive public 
comment on a FY 22/23 Section 5307 grant application for operating and capital assistance from the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) in the amount of $874,820 (operating) and $1,000,000 
(capital) for the Greenville Area Transit System. 

At the hearing, the City Council will afford an opportunity for interested persons to be heard with 
respect to social, environmental and economic aspects of the grant application. All comments will be 
considered, and if deemed appropriate, the proposed grant application may be modified accordingly. If 
no comments are received, the Proposed Program of Projects will become the final Program of 
Projects. 

A copy of the grant application with the detailed Program of Projects and the Transportation 
Improvement Program for the area will be available for public inspection in G.K. Butterfield Center, 
600 South Pitt Street, from 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. weekdays. For more information, call the Transit 
office at (252) 329-4047. The meeting facilities of the City of Greenville are accessible to people with 
disabilities. 


