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JAN. 6 CULMINATES THREE 
MODERN DAYS OF INFAMY IN 

AMERICAN HISTORY
By Harlan Ullman,  

Arnaud de Borchgrave 
UPI

What might future historians 
conclude about the tragic state of 
America today and describe how 
the nation got here? Three dates 
may answer this question.

Following Japan’s surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor, President Franklin 
Roosevelt called Dec. 7, 1941, “a 
day of infamy.” Today, three dates 
might qualify as modern “days of 
infamy.” The first is Aug. 7, 1964; 
the next Dec. 12, 2000; and last is 
Jan. 6, 2021.

Aug. 7 began the erosion of trust 
and confidence in government. 
Dec. 12 would make this crisis of 
legitimacy irreversible for decades. 
And Jan. 6 was the culmination of 
these forces cynically deforming 
the most trenchant sentence in 
the Declaration of Independence: 
“When government becomes de- A video of former President Donald Trump is seen on a screen as the House select committee investi-

gating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol holds a public hearing to discuss its findings of a year-long 
investigation on Monday. Pool Photo by Mandel Ngan/UPISee INFAMY, page 5

Cryptocurrency companies lay off hundreds  
amid recession fears

By Jonna Lorenz 
UPI

Cryptocurrency exchanges are 
laying off hundreds of employees 
as values plummet amid fears of a 
recession.

Coinbase will lay off about 
1,100 people, or 18% of its global 
workforce, leaving the company 
with about 5,000 employees by June 
30, according to a Tuesday filing 
with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission.

“We appear to be entering a re-
cession after a 10+ year economic 
boom,” CEO Brian Armstrong said 
in a blog post. “A recession could 
lead to another crypto winter, and 
could last for an extended period.”

He said the company has sur-

vived four major crypto winters by 
managing spending through down 
periods and acknowledged that 
the company “grew too quickly” in 
the past 18 months. Coinbase had 

See CRYPTO, page 5
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Iran nuclear deal  
is unraveling

By Struan Stevenson

The Iran nuclear deal is finally beginning to unravel.
Rafael Mariano Grossi, the International Atomic Ener-

gy Agency’s director-general, last week said that Iran had 
removed 27 surveillance cameras from nuclear sites across 
the country. His statement followed a meeting of the 
IAEA’s board of governors, who censured Iran for failing 
to provide “credible information” over man-made nuclear 
material found at three undeclared sites in the country.

It also followed months of stalled talks in Vienna 
aimed at restoring the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action nuclear deal with Iran. Grossi warned that if 
an agreement cannot be reached to restore the cameras 
in three to four weeks, “this would be a fatal blow” to the 
tattered nuclear deal.

For the past two decades, warnings have been given 
to the West that Iran was engaged in a clandestine cam-
paign to produce a nuclear weapon. In April, the former 
deputy speaker of the Iranian parliament, Ali Motahari, 
said in an interview on state television: “There is no need 
to beat around the bush. When we began our nuclear 
activity, our goal was indeed to build a bomb as a means 
of intimidation and to strike fear in the hearts of the 
enemies of Allah.”

He was confirming information that has been known 
for years and was first revealed to astonished Western 
intelligence agencies in 2003, at a press conference in 
Washington, organized by the National Council of Re-
sistance of Iran. From underground sources within the 
Iranian regime, the NCRI was able to point to the exis-
tence of illicit nuclear development sites, including the 
Natanz uranium enrichment facility, the Arak heavy water 
facility, the Kalaye Electric centrifuge testing facility near 
Tehran and the Lashkar Ab’ad laser enrichment facility.

It was based on this information that the West began 
moves to curtail the mullahs’ nuclear ambitions, trigger-
ing, for the first time, the inspection of Iranian sites by 
the IAEA. Sadly, the strategy of appeasement by political 
leaders desperate to avoid offending the theocratic regime 
meant that the mullahs’ nuclear development accelerated 
up to 2015, when U.S. President Barack Obama, keen 
to leave a foreign policy legacy, signed up to the deeply 
flawed JCPOA.

The Iranian regime insisted that access to all military 
sites should be prohibited, virtually neutering the JCPOA 
at a stroke, as most of their nuclear activity was taking 
place in these heavily guarded locations. There was also no 
mention of human rights violations, oppression or proxy 
wars in the cripplingly one-sided agreement.

Despite clear evidence that Iran has never stopped se-
cretly working to construct a nuclear device and ballistic 
missiles capable of carrying a primed atomic warhead, 
the United States, United Kingdom and European Union 
remain ludicrously committed to reinstating the JCPOA 
without demanding an end to the clerical regime’s destabi-
lizing proxy wars in the Middle East and without insisting 
on an end to repression, torture and executions in Iran.

U.S., U.K. and EU attempts at appeasement have simply 
encouraged the mullahs to further aggressive behavior at 
home and abroad. The total cost of the regime’s nuclear 
project is estimated at $2 trillion, which is one of the most 
important causes of the terrible poverty of the Iranian 
people today.

The mullahs’ pretext of negotiations in Vienna were 
only ever a masquerade to hide that reality from the 
West. They are demanding the lifting of sanctions and 
the delisting of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps 
as a terrorist organization. American participation in 
this charade has become a circus, based on President 
Joe Biden’s determination to reinstate the JCPOA after 
Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the United States 
from the agreement in 2018.

The Americans know that the Iranians have no in-
tention of slowing their development of a nuclear bomb. 
They know that all they want is for sanctions to be lifted 
so that they can continue to fund Bashar al-Assad in Syria, 
the Houthi rebels in Yemen, the Shi’ia militias in Iraq, 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza.

A Victory for the Truth
Amber Heard made a 

social media post after the 
verdict of her trial against 
ex-husband Johnny Depp 
was read, peddling the no-
tion that the outcome is a 
setback for women. This is 
shameful, to say the least. 
This case was not about 
women. This case was about 
nothing other than finding 
the truth, irrespective of 
gender. The world and the 
jury listened to Heard’s 
testimony and saw the evi-
dence with their own eyes. 
Unsurprisingly, few people 
believed a word out of her 
mouth, and most everyone, 
including the jury, saw that 
she was a liar.

Powerful women have 
used their platforms to 
propagate completely fab-
ricated lies about domestic 
violence and sexual assault 
that supposedly occurred 
against them. We’ve seen 
so many despicable in-
stances of this. Look no 
further than Brett Kavana-
ugh’s hearings during his 
nomination process to the 
Supreme Court. Unfortu-
nately, this is just one of 
many examples. The blunt 
reality is that the “believe all 
women” narrative is a farce; 
it only serves to destroy 
the lives of good men and 
to make it impossible for 

men to have their side of 
the story told, even in cases 
in which they may be the 
victim. It should go without 
saying that men can lie, and 
so can women. Lying is not 
exclusive to one gender.

Believe the truth. That is 
what we should believe, full 
stop. If you are someone who 

is quick to 
judge oth-
ers without 
h e a r i n g 
both sides 
of the sto-
r y,  t h e n 
shame on 
y o u ,  a s 
y o u  a r e 
part of the 
problem. 

Depp’s victory is so much 
more than a personal victory 
and is perhaps a bigger vic-
tory for men across the U.S. 
than it is for Depp.

The #MeToo movement 
taught us to automatical-
ly believe women, as if 
they are incapable of lying. 
Well, they can. Though 
we should take these mat-
ters seriously, we should 
look at the evidence and 
facts before we just believe 
someone because they 
happen to be a woman. 
If an accusation against a 
man is made, we are to ac-
cept the woman’s claims as 

the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth. 
On the other hand, the 
man is presumed guilty, 
and regardless of what 
truth might later arise, 
he has likely already lost 
his career, family, friends 
and reputation. However, 
this isn’t how justice in 
America is supposed to 
work. There is a well-es-
tablished process in which 
evidence is acquired, and 
even the accused must 
have a chance to argue 
their innocence. Recently, 
that seemed to no longer 
been the case, until the 
Depp/Heard verdict.

Depp is the first man 
to successfully fight back 
against this attack and in-
justice. After Heard wrote 
an op-ed in The Washing-
ton Post stating she was a 
victim of domestic abuse 
from a marriage, though 
not mentioning Depp by 
name, it was very clear 
that he was the man whom 
she was talking about. The 
impact her article had on 
Depp and his work and 
financial earnings can’t be 
understated. Companies 
such as Disney, which owns 
the “Pirates of the Caribbe-
an” franchise, severed ties 
with the actor as a result of 
Heard’s claims. Now, Depp 

could’ve done what many 
have had to do: accept it, 
lose his career and become 
a pariah forever. Instead, 
however, he fought back 
against allegations that 
were clearly fishy, and the 
jury agreed with him, as did 
most of those viewing the 
trial around the country. 
He fought tooth and nail 
to win and to maintain his 
reputation, his career and 
the legacy he’s built through 
years of hard work and ded-
ication to his craft.

Despite Heard’s social 
media post, this victory is 
not to say that, going for-
ward, men will not stand up 
for women who are actual 
victims of abuse or assault. 
This victory should simply 
remind us that in the Unit-
ed States, justice remains 
blind and fair, regardless of 
gender, race or the woke left 
agenda. We must maintain 
that when an allegation is 
made, it should be taken 
seriously, but that does not 
equate to blindly believing 
someone because of their 
gender and ruining some-
one’s career, livelihood and 
reputation because we may 
not have all of the facts. As 
the saying goes, the truth 
will out. We owe to one 
another the opportunity 
for justice.

Texas politicians search for solutions to 
mass shootings; experts say we have them
By Jolie McCullough & 

James Barragán 
The Texas Tribune

A fruitless and predict-
able myopia tends to take 
over political discussion 
after gun-spawned trage-
dies like the massacre in 
Uvalde, Texas.

Deeply entrenched in 
their positions, politicians 
mostly argue over the par-
ticulars of the most recent 
tragedy and how it might 
have been prevented. A 
background check? A locked 
door? In narrow debates, 
policies are touted or decried 
based on how applicable they 
are to the latest killing.

Left aside is a broad 
range of gun policy pro-
posals that experts in crim-
inology, public health and 
law enforcement have for 
years believed are practical 
solutions to at least part of 
the nation’s enduring prob-
lems with gun violence.

And while those experts 
acknowledge that some of 
the relatively minor chang-
es might not have prevent-
ed the massacre freshest 
in the public’s mind, they 
can reduce mass shootings. 
Even more, the policies 
could greatly reduce gun 
violence overall, which kills 
more people in the United 
States than car crashes.

“The idea that gun laws 
won’t have an impact in 
reducing mass shootings 
and school shooting vio-
lence is a myth,” said Louis 
Klarevas, a research profes-
sor at Teachers College at 
Columbia University who 
studies gun violence.

Simply requiring guns to 
be stored safely, for exam-
ple, or outlawing high-ca-
pacity magazines wouldn’t 
eliminate mass shootings, 
he said, but “the idea is to 
reduce the gun violence.”

Texans and other Amer-
icans support many of the 
proposals, according to 
recent polling. What gets 

in the way, various experts 
said, is politics.

In the nearly two weeks 
since a gunman killed 19 
elementary schoolchildren 
and two teachers and in-
jured 17 others in Uvalde, 
Texas’ Republican leaders 
have shunned possible gun 
restrictions. They say com-
mon proposals like univer-
sal background checks and 
red flag laws won’t work. In 
recent years, the GOP-con-
trolled Legislature’s most 
common response to mass 
shootings has been loos-
ening gun laws so more 
people can carry weapons 
in more places.

“The narrative in our 
country is that there’s a 
great divide by gun own-
ership or political party on 
solutions to gun violence, 
and that’s why we can’t get 
anything done,” said Cas-
sandra Crifasi, associate 
professor of health policy at 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, 
which conducts regular 
polling on gun violence 
solutions. “I say gun policy 
is mostly political among 
politicians. Americans, in-
cluding the majority of 
gun owners, support evi-
dence-based policy.”

For example, a majority 
of Texans support requir-
ing background checks for 
gun purchases, including 
at gun shows or through 
private sellers -- which 
aren’t regulated in Texas 
-- according to a 2021 poll 
by the University of Tex-
as at Austin. In February, 
43% of Texans surveyed 
told the university that the 
state should strengthen gun 
laws, with only 16% seeking 
looser gun laws.

Studies and experts from 
various fields say less con-
troversial steps short of an 
assault weapons ban would 
have an impact on all gun 
violence. Those include 
raising the age for legal pur-
chase of a long arm from 18 

to 21, as is typically the case 
for handguns, or banning 
large-capacity magazines, 
a move studies have shown 
can at least limit fatalities in 
mass shootings.

Experts also point to 
successes with red flag laws, 
which allow courts to tem-
porarily take guns from 
people judged to be a danger 
to themselves or others, and 
safe storage laws that require 
firearms to be locked when 
stored. They have also urged 
implementing universal 
background checks.

James Alan Fox, a crim-
inologist at Northeastern 
University who has long 
studied mass killings, said 
the policy changes are the 
right things to do, but not 
only for mass shootings.

“If we reduce mass shoot-
ings by 10%, we can reduce 
homicides by 20%,” he said.

After the Uvalde massa-
cre, like the ones before it, 
a groundswell of support 
from the left rose for gun 
restrictions ranging from 
raising age requirements 
to assault weapon bans. It 
was immediately met with 
a clamor from the right to 
protect individuals’ right 
to bear arms, echoed by 
Texas leaders. Laws won’t 
stop bad guys from getting 
guns, they say, so the best 
solutions are increasing 
mental health resources in 
a state notoriously lacking 
access to such initiatives, 
fortifying schools and, of 
course, more good guys 
with guns.

“What stops armed bad 
guys is armed good guys,” 
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Tex-
as, said at the National Rifle 
Association’s convention 
in Houston days after the 
Uvalde shooting.

In Uvalde, however, the 
gunman waited until the 
law allowed him to purchase 
particularly lethal weaponry 
-- buying two AR-style rifles 
shortly after his 18th birthday 
after he failed to persuade his 

sister to buy him one earlier, 
police said. The armed police 
staged outside the classrooms 
where students and teachers 
were dead and dying for more 
than an hour before killing 
the gunman.

Klarevas at Columbia 
University said the law 
enforcement response in 
Uvalde this month knocks 
down the argument that 
good guys with guns are 
the solution to shootings. 
He hopes lawmakers and 
policymakers can find com-
promise by shifting their 
framework for debate.

“What we really want 
isn’t good guys with guns 
stopping bad guys with 
guns,” Klarevas said. “What 
we really want is bad guys 
without guns. That’s a better 
strategy.”

At the congressional lev-
el, U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas, has been able to 
push minor gun safety pol-
icies after mass shootings -- 
like legislation meant to im-
prove background checks 
after the gunman in 2017’s 
Sutherland Springs slaying 
was able to purchase a gun 
despite a domestic violence 
conviction. Cornyn is again 
leading bipartisan talks, but 
many of his Republican 
colleagues said they will 
only support measures that 
would have made a differ-
ence in Uvalde.

“We’re reactive, that’s 
human nature,” Fox said, 
though he encouraged law-
makers to look at the bigger 
picture.

Beyond difficulties in 
looking at gun violence 
with a broader lens, a major 
hurdle for Texas policymak-
ers is agreeing that changes 
to gun policy should be 
part of the solution at all. 
Focusing exclusively on 
mental health initiatives 
or fortifying schools won’t 
adequately address the 
problem if gun access isn’t 
also restricted, a variety of 
experts agreed.
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Russia court adds 18 days in jail for 
stranded WNBA star Brittney Griner
By Sommer Brokaw 

UPI

A Russian court on Tuesday 
extended pre-trial detention 
for American basketball star 
Brittney Griner, who’s so far 
spent more than three months 
in prison on drug charges.

Griner, 31, has repeated-
ly been detained in Russia 
since February after an air-
port stop for allegedly car-
rying vape cartridges with 
hashish oil in her luggage.

The seven-time WNBA 
All-Star and two-time Olym-
pic gold medalist will remain 
in custody at least through 
July 2, according to Russia’s 
state-run TASS news agency 

Tuesday.
The agency said that the 

court’s 18-day extension for 
Griner came at “the request 
of the investigation.”

Griner was arrested about 
a week before Russia invad-
ed Ukraine, and some U.S. 
officials are concerned that 
Americans jailed in Russia 
could be used as leverage.

Last month, the U.S. gov-
ernment changed Griner’s 
status to “wrongfully de-
tained,” which means that the 
United States will take more 
proactive measures to free 
Griner and will no longer 
wait for the Russian justice 
system to resolve the issue.

When the WNBA kicked 

off this year’s season on May 
6, it honored Griner with a 
floor decal bearing her ini-
tials and jersey number (No. 
42) on the sideline of all 12 
WNBA courts. Griner plays 
for the Phoenix Mercury.

Griner went to Russia to 
play for the Russian Premier 
League team UMMC Ekat-
erinburg. Women basketball 
players often compete for 
teams overseas during their 
U.S. offseason to earn more 
income. She was arrested 
on Feb. 17 at Sheremetyevo 
airport near Moscow.

If  convic ted of  the 
charges, Griner could be 
sentenced to as many as 10 
years in prison.
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structive, it is the right of 
the people to alter or abolish 
it and establish a new one.”

On Aug. 2, 1964, the de-
stroyer USS Maddox on pa-
trol in international waters 
off the North Vietnamese 
coast was attacked by North 
Vietnamese patrol boats. 
Maddox suffered a single 
bullet hole; several North 
Vietnamese PT boats were 
damaged; and four sailors 
were killed. Two days later, 
Maddox and the destroyer 
USS Turner Joy resumed 
the DeSoto patrols in the 
Gulf. Both reported a sec-
ond attack by the North 
Vietnamese.

There was no second 
attack. However, President 
Lyndon Johnson seized 
the opportunity and asked 
Congress to approve what 
became the Tonkin Gulf 
Resolution. Only two mem-
bers of the Senate and none 
in the House dissented. The 
United States slipped into 
the Vietnam War quagmire. 
At that point, about 75-80% 
of the public trusted and 
had confidence in the U.S. 
government.

Today, that percentage 
has been reversed. Not only 
has government been dele-
gitimized. Virtually every 
institution from the media, 
corporations and law to the 
Boy Scouts and clergy has 
been discredited.

On Dec. 12, 2000, by a 
5-4 vote along party lines, 
the Supreme Court stopped 
the presidential recount 
vote in Florida, awarding 
the election to George W. 
Bush, defeating Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore by 532 votes. 
On election night, Bush 
conceded defeat and then 
reversed his concession. 
Gore won the popular vote 
and, had the recount con-
tinued, could have been the 
winner.

The court’s decision 
could have imploded the 
country had Gore not gra-
ciously conceded the elec-
tion to Bush. However, the 
damage was done. Trust in 
the court was weakened. 
Over time and surely with 
the leak of the draft decision 
on Roe vs. Wade in May, the 
legitimacy of the court was 
impugned and challenged.

The culminat ion of 
these two days of infamy 
was Jan. 6, 2021 and the 
storming of the Capitol 
building. The hearings of 
the House of Represen-
tatives Select Committee 
are revealing heretofore 
unreleased material that 
underscores the repulsive 
conduct of then-President 
Donald Trump and raises 
the question of whether 
he should be indicted for 
inciting an attempted coup.

Despite the absence of 
any evidence supporting 
what Democrats call the 
“big lie,” Trump still persists 
in wrongly insisting he won 
a landslide victory and the 
election was stolen. And 
that falsehood is stunningly 
accepted by a majority of 
registered Republicans.

Democrats are using 
these hearings as a “third 
impeachment” tr ial  of 
Trump. However, the hear-
ings will only intensify the 
overheated animosities and 
even hatred between the 
two parties. More worrying, 
two profoundly difficult and 
thus far latent issues have 
surfaced that are further 
assaults on the Constitution 
and the nation.

Two impeachment trials 
charged the president with 
“high crimes and misde-
meanors,” the second over 
the Jan. 6 riots. The Senate 
acquitted him in both cases. 
But does that raise the issue 

of double jeopardy and the 
prohibition against being 
tried for the same crime 
twice? It would seem that 
all or most crimes were 
covered under those im-
peachment charges.

Next, suppose a presi-
dent has legitimate grounds 
for challenging election 
results. Richard Nixon and 
Gore certainly did: Nixon 
over voter fraud in Cook 
County, Ill., and West Vir-
ginia and Gore over Florida. 
Both conceded, allowing a 
peaceful transition of pow-
er.

What are the legal and 
constitutional grounds 
that support or restrict 
contesting elections by 
a losing nominee? None 
are clear. But a political 
Pandora’s Box has been 
opened. Americans have 
lost so much confidence 
in so many institutions, 

particularly government, to 
obscure any righting force 
that could bring the nation 
together.

With a past president 
possibly to be indicted of a 
crime and the current one, 
according to a majority of 
Americans, unsuccessfully 
grappling with the nation’s 
ills, how bleak the future 
looks. This may not be 
1861. But, on the current 
trajectory, it could come 
close.

Harlan Ullman is senior 
adviser at Washington’s 
Atlantic Council, the prime 
author of “shock and awe” 
and author of “The Fifth 
Horseman and the New 
MAD: How Massive At-
tacks of Disruption Became 
the Looming Existential 
Danger to a Divided Nation 
and the World at Large.” 
Follow him @harlankull-
man.

Infamy
continued from page 1

about 1,250 employees at 
the beginning of 2021 and 
has grown about 200% 
since then.

The company will incur 
about $40 million to $45 
million in restructuring 
expenses related to the 
layoffs.

The announcement 
comes after BlockFi, said 
Monday the company 
would cut about 170 em-
ployees, or about 20% of 
its workforce, and Crypto.
com announced plans to 
cut 5% of its staff.

“Like many others in 
tech, we’ve been impact-
ed by the dramatic shift 
in macroeconomic con-
ditions, which have had 
a negative impact on our 

growth rate,” BlockFi CEO 
Zac Prince said.

Crypto bank Celsius 
said Sunday it was sus-
pending customer with-
drawals and transactions 
amid volatile market con-
ditions.

The total value of crypto 
assets fell by 25% during 
the past month, slipping 
blow the $1 trillion mark 
for the first time since early 
2021 to $929 billion as of 
Tuesday morning, accord-
ing to CoinMarketCap. 

Crypto
continued from page 1
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Sponsored by Atty. Jay Dupree
Local detainees

PATRICIA DANELL ARTIS
POSSESS STOLEN MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY
IDENTITY THEFT — FELONY
FELONY PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
POSSESS STOLEN MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY

NICHOLAS MIGUEL CABRERA
TRAFFICKING, OPIUM OR HEROIN — FELONY
TRAFFICKING SCHEDULE II — FELONY
CONSPIRE SELL HEROIN — FELONY
PWISD COCAINE — FELONY

MARK JACQUES GREENE
FEDERAL — FELONY

TABITHA ANN POWERS
CONSPIRACY TO POSSESS CS-PV — FELONY

QUASHON LAMONT DAVIS
PWISD MARIJUANA — FELONY
MAINTN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS — FELONY
PWIMSD SCH II CS — FELONY
TRAFFICKING, OPIUM OR HEROIN — FELONY

LAWRENCE RAY GUTTIERREZ
MURDER — FELONY

SHAKAYLA DASANI HAMPTON
LARCENY OF FIREARM— FELONY
BREAK OR ENTER MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY
SIMPLE ASSAULT — MISDEMEANOR
ORG RETAIL THEFT >1500RECV — FELONY

GREGORY SCOTT COBURN
ASSAULT BY STRANGULATION — FELONY
FIRST DEGREE KIDNAPPING — FELONY
HABITUAL MISDEMEANOR ASSAULT — FELONY
SECOND DEGREE FORCE SEX OFF — FELONY

MALCOLM SHEPELL JONES
PWISD COCAINE — FELONY
M/S/D/P CS W/N 1000FT OF SCHOOL — FELONY
POSSESS STOLEN FIREARM — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
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Mortgage demand in U.S. rises slightly, 
but way down over past 12 months

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

As the Federal Reserve 
is expected to hike inter-
est rates on Wednesday 
-- possibly by as much as 
three-quarters of a point 
-- mortgage demand in the 
United States is up, accord-
ing to an industry report.

The Mortgage Bank-
ers Association said in its 
weekly report that overall 
applications are up about 
6.6% for the week -- but are 
way down compared to this 
same time last year.

Total mortgage appli-
cations, the MBA said, are 
down 53% over the past 12 
months.

“Mortgage rates  in-
creased for all loan types, 
with the 30-year fixed rate 

last week jumping 25 basis 
points to 5.65% -- the high-
est level since 2008,” MBA 
Associate Vice President of 
Forecasting Joel Kan said in 
a statement.

“Mortgage rates followed 
Treasury yields up in re-
sponse to higher-than-ex-
pected inflation and an-
ticipation that the Federal 
Reserve will need to raise 
rates at a faster pace.”

The Federal Reserve will 
conclude its two-day policy 
meeting on Wednesday 
afternoon. Most analysts 
think the Fed will order a 
three-quarter-point rate 
increase, which would be 
the largest since 1994.

“Despite the increase in 
rates, application activity 
rebounded following the 

Memorial Day holiday week 
but remained 0.29% below 
pre-holiday levels,” Kan 
added. “With mortgage 
rates well above 5%, refi-
nance activity continues to 
run more than 70% lower 
than last year.”

Analysts say that the 
prospect of higher interest 
rates is driving the slight 
increase in mortgage ap-
plications. Refinancing ap-
plications are up 4% for the 
week, the MBA said, but 
down 76% from where they 
were a year ago.

Adjustable-rate mortgag-
es, which are often popular 
during times of higher in-
terest rates, are down and 
account for only 8% of all 
mortgage applications, the 
MBA report noted.

Analysts say that the prospect of higher interest rates is driving a slight increase in mortgage applications week-
to-week. But compared to a year ago, those applications are way down. File Photo by Alexis C. Glenn/UPI
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Symptoms of vaping-related lung 
damage can linger for at least a year

By Dennis Thompson 
HealthDay News

Many who suffer vap-
ing-related lung damage 
will have long-term health 
problems lasting at least a 
year, a new study reports.

A substantial proportion 
of patients continue to be 
wracked with breathing 
diff iculty,  brain fog and 
mood disorders a year after 
their initial diagnosis with 
EVALI (E-Cigarette or Va-
ping Use-Associated Lung 
Injury), according to re-
searchers at Intermountain 
Healthcare in Salt Lake City.

“I think people are be-
coming aware that a severe 
lung illness can have other 
total body consequences, be 
it EVALI or COVID,” said 
lead researcher Dr. Denitza 
Blagev, a pulmonary and 
critical care physician.

“We have known that 
about critical illness in gen-
eral. If you’re in the inten-
sive care unit, you can have 
total body consequences as 
a result, even after you get 
over your critical illness. 
And we are f inding that 
for EVALI as well,” Blagev 
added.

Despite these afteref-
fects, about three out of five 
EVALI patients continued to 
vape or smoke despite their 
lung injury and the associ-
ated health impacts, Blagev 
and her colleagues found.

“Even in this population 
of patients, it was only 38% 
of patients who were able to 
quit all vaping and smoking 
after their diagnosis,” she 
said.

For the study, the re-
searchers tracked 73 EVALI 

patients treated at Inter-
mountain Healthcare or 
University of Utah Health 
between mid-July 2020 and 
mid-August 2021.

Most of the patients were 
men (average age 31). Not 
all had severe illness: three 
in five cases did not require 
admission to an intensive 
care unit.

Twelve months after their 
diagnosis ,  many EVALI 
patients said they still had 
lingering health problems 
that  sometimes af fected 
their quality of life:

- 48% had respiratory 
limitations

- 59% had anxiety and/or 
depression

- 62% of patients had 
post-traumatic stress

- 44% reported difficulty 
concentrating, remember-
ing or making decisions 
due to a physical, mental or 
emotional condition

- 24% reported signifi-
cant shortness of breath

“The chemicals used in 
e-cigarettes can cause long-
term damage to the lungs 
when breathed in, chemicals 
like formaldehyde,” said Dr. 
Panagis Galiatsatos, director 
of the Tobacco Treatment 
Clinic at Johns Hopkins 
School of Medicine, in Bal-
timore. “I’m not surprised 
that a patient who develops 
EVALI is going to have long-
term consequences, not in 
the slightest.”

Think of your lungs 
like your skin, he sug-
gested.

“If  I  cut you with a 
knife,  you have a per-
manent scar,” Galiatsatos 
said. “That’s what these 
patients are having. They 

have these scar-like phe-
nomena in their lungs.”

Many EVALI patients 
also were struggling with 
what Blagev calls “finan-
cial toxicity.” About 13% 
reported they were unable 
to work, and 54% report-
ed they were still paying 
off healthcare bills a year 
later.

But a year after their 
EVALI diagnosis, about 
35% said they were still 
vaping or using e-ciga-
rettes; 20% were smoking; 
and 54% using marijuana, 
the researchers found.

This speaks to the ad-
dictive power of nicotine, 
Galiatsatos said, and the 
need to steer these pa-
tients into effective tobac-
co-cessation programs.

“Young people clearly 
aren’t getting the proper 
management for nicotine 
addiction” during their 
treatment for EVALI, he 
said. “If they’re relaps-
ing, it means someone is 
not effectively caring for 
them.”

A good deal of the lung 
damage caused by EVALI 
is permanent scarring, so 
patients have to learn to 
live with it, Galiatsatos 
said.

“I try to tell the patient 
you can accommodate it,” 
he said. “It’ll take some 
endurance training, some 
medications, and infec-
tion control.  Any time 
you get a new infection, 
your lungs will be prone 
to scarring.”

About 6% of EVALI pa-
tients caught COVID-19 
during that year of fol-
low-up, further endan-

gering their lungs, but 
Blagev said it’s hard to 
say from these data how 
EVALI influences the risk 
of developing COVID.

“If you had EVALI, you 
might be more likely to 
wear masks and be more 
worr ied about  gett ing 
COVID than the average 
20- or 30-year-old,” Bla-
gev said.

The findings were re-
cently published in the 
Annals of the American 
Thoracic Society.
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Albert Pujols leads Cardinals past Padres  
with walk-off RBI in extras

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Future Hall of Famer Al-
bert Pujols gave the St. Louis 
Cardinals their latest win 
with a walk-off sacrifice fly 
in the bottom of the 10th in-
ning against the San Diego 
Padres at Busch Stadium.

Pujols went 1 for 3 with 
two RBIs in the 3-2 victory 
Tuesday in St. Louis. Car-
dinals first baseman Paul 
Goldschmidt drove in the 
other run with an RBI dou-
ble. Third baseman Nolan 
Arenado went 2 for 4 in 
the win.

“I  never change my 
mindset,” Pujols told re-
porters. “I take my approach 
out there and really trust my 
work and what I practice 
day in and day out.

“I got a good pitch to hit 
and just put it in the air.”

Neither team scored for 
the first two innings. Padres 
starter Blake Snell then 
walked Cardinals outfielder 
Brendan Donovan to lead 
off the bottom of the third. 
He struck out second base-
man Tommy Edman in the 
next at-bat. Goldschmidt 
followed with his RBI dou-
ble to center field.

Goldschmidt advanced 
to third on a wild pitch. He 
came around to score on 
the next at-bat when Pujols 
lifted a sacrifice fly to right 
field, which gave the Cardi-
nals a 2-0 lead.

The Cardinals held that 
advantage until the top of 
the eighth. Relief pitch-
er Giovanny Gallegos al-
lowed a double to Padres 
catcher Jorge Alfaro in the 
second at-bat of the in-
ning. Center fielder Trent 
Grisham settled in for the 
next at-bat.

He earned an even 2-2 
count against Gallegos. The 
right-handed pitcher threw 
in a 93.8-mph fastball for 
his final offering of the ex-
change. Grisham smacked 
that pitch to right center 
field for a 427-foot, two-run 
homer.

The Grisham homer, 
which tied the game, led to 
extra innings. Pinch runner 
Jose Azocar started the 10th 
on second for the Padres.

Cardinals relief pitcher 
Drew VerHagen forced a fly 
out from infielder Ha-Seong 
Kim to start the half-in-
ning. He then struck out 
Alfaro and issued a walk to 
Grisham.

Left fielder Jurickson 
Profar settled in for the 
next at-bat. He sent a single 
to left field. Lars Nootbar 
fielded the ball and fired a 
toss back through the in-
field, which got to catcher 
Yadier Molina just in time 
to get Azocar out at home 
and kept the game tied.

Edman started the bot-
tom half of the inning on 
second for the Cardinals. 
Padres relief pitcher Tay-
lor Rogers walked Paul 
Goldschmidt to lead off the 
half-inning. Edman then 
stole third base.

Pujols fell behind 0-2 in 
the final exchange of the 
night. Rogers missed the 
strike zone with his third 
offering.

He then threw a 81.3-
mph slider to Pujols. The 
veteran slugger smashed the 
high delivery to left field, 
which allowed Edman to 
tag up and score the win-
ning run.

Veteran pitcher Adam 
Wainwright allowed just 
two hits over seven shutout 
innings for the Cardinals, 
but was not on record for a 
decision. Snell allowed two 
hits and two runs over six 
innings for the Padres.

The Cardinals (28-21) 
host the Padres (30-19) in 
the series finale at 1:15 p.m. 
EDT Wednesday at Busch 
Stadium.

Veteran designated hitter Albert Pujols and the St. Louis Cardinals will host 
the San Diego Padres in the final game of a three-game series Wednesday  
in St. Louis. Photo by Bill Greenblatt/UPI

St. Louis Cardinals starting pitcher Adam Wainwright 
delivers a pitch to the San Diego Padres in the second 
inning Tuesday at Busch Stadium in St. Louis. Photo 
by Bill Greenblatt/UPI

HELP OUR COMMUNITIES THRIVE 
THIS JUNETEENTH AND BEYOND 
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FOR INFORMATION ON COVID-19 VACCINES 
AND INFORMATION ON FREE TRANSPORTATION 

TO VACCINE LOCATIONS, 

8
Call 888-675-4567 or 

MySpot.nc.gov

EPPES 42ND WEEKEND

SATURDAY, JULY 2 
 

10:00 AM   ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
                     In Person and Zoom (Hybrid) 
 

12 NOON     DEDICATION OF RENOVATED  
          HERITAGE SOCIETY CULTURAL CENTER 
 

12:30-4:30PM    FAMILY & FRIENDS GATHERING   
                              VENDORS WILL BE AVAILABLE 

   

FRIDAY, JULY 1  – 12:00 Noon 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ANNUAL MEETING 
This meeting is open to all members 

GREENVILLE INDUSTRIAL 

EPPES ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

SUNDAY, JULY 3 

10:30AM – SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
                   In-Person and Zoom 

**SPEAKER** 
DR. ALICE FAYE WIGGINS JOYNER 

JUNIOR CLASS OF 1969 

 

ALL EVENTS WILL BE HELD ON CAMPUS AND/OR HYBRID 
For More Information: 

Visit us at www.gicmppesalumniassoc.com 
Email us at gi.cmeppesallumni@gmail.com 

Call us  James Harper 202 577 9034 or Jamie Moore 402 981 7502 


