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Lisa Cook 
wins Senate 
approval

By Ashley Williams 
UPI

The Senate has confirmed President Joe 
Biden’s historic nomination of Lisa Cook to 

serve on the Federal Reserve 
Board of Governors, making her 
the first Black woman to join the 
panel in more than a century.

The upper chamber con-
firmed Biden’s nominee by a vote 
of 51-50. Vice President Kamala 
Harris cast the tie-breaking vote.

Last month, Biden urged the Senate 
to “swiftly confirm” four nominees to the 
Board of Governors -- Cook, Fed Chairman 
Jerome Powell, Lael Brainard and Philip 
Jefferson.

Cook so far is just the second of Biden’s 
nominees for the Federal Reserve to receive 
Senate approval, as Republicans in the cham-
ber have pushed back against his appointees 
-- particularly in view of rising inflation over 
the past year.

No Republicans voted to confirm Cook, 
arguing that she’s unqualified for a spot on 
the Fed Board of Governors.

“Professor Cook has no proven expertise in 
monetary economics at all, much less fighting 
inflation,” Senate Republican leader Mitch 
McConnell said according to NBC News.

Cook has a doctorate in economics and has 
been a professor at Michigan State University 
for close to 20 years. She was elected to the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago’s board 
this year.

Cook said during her confirmation hearing 
in February that she intends to bring “diverse 
perspectives” to the Fed’s Board of Governors 
in a bid to improve its approach to inflation 
and unemployment.

“She will bring a critical voice to the Fed 
-- one that has been missing for far too long,” 
Senate banking committee Chair Sherrod 
Brown said according to CNN.

Cook

White House announces 
plan to improve 

infrastructure permitting

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

The White  Hous e  on 
Wednesday announced a new 
permitting plan for projects 
funded by the national infra-
structure law to make sure the 
work is transparent, environ-
mentally positive and benefits 
the community.

The Permitting Action Plan, 
the White House said, will 
strengthen and accelerate fed-
eral permitting and environ-
mental reviews.

“Taken together, these new 
steps will help strengthen sup-
ply chains, lower costs for 

families, grow our clean energy 
economy, revitalize communi-
ties across the country, support 
good-paying jobs and deliver 
infrastructure investments on 
task, on time and on budget 
without unnecessary bureau-
cratic delay,” the White House 
said in a statement.

The plan calls for establish-
ing clear timeline goals and 
tracking key project informa-
tion, engaging in early and 
meaningful outreach and com-
munication with states, mak-
ing agencies more accountable 
for the progress while making 
sure they have the resources 
to quickly do environmental 

reviews.
“Long overdue improve-

ments to our nation’s ports, air-
ports, rail and roads will help 
ease inflationary pressures, 
create conditions for business-
es to thrive and strengthen 
supply chains -- which will 
ultimately lower costs for fam-
ilies,” the White House said.

“Building new clean energy 
generation and transmission 
projects will improve access 
to affordable clean energy that 
powers homes and businesses 
at lower costs. Responsible and 
sustainable domestic sourcing 

President Joe Biden signs the Ukraine Lend-Lease Act in the Oval Office of the White 
House on Monday. The White House on Wednesday announced a plan to improve permit-
ting for infrastructure projects. Photo by Yuri Gripas/UPI
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Containment, 
deterrence an 

illusory strategy 
with Russia, China

By Harlan Ullman, Arnaud de Borchgrave

For 75 years, containment and deterrence were foun-
dational for American and Western strategic thinking. But 
are both still relevant?

Neither Russia nor China has been contained from 
taking aggressive actions detrimental to the security and 
interests of many. While thermonuclear war has been 
deterred between the military superpowers, Russia surely 
was not deterred from invading Ukraine, the first major 
war in Europe since May 1945.

The history of containment and deterrence is well 
known. After the end of World War II, when an “iron 
curtain” descended over Eastern Europe, George Kennan’s 
prescription of containment became strategic policy dom-
inating Cold War policy. The concept of containment was 
to encircle the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics with 
a network of alliances to prevent further encroachment 
west. In 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
was established as the major instrument for deterring and 
containing the Soviet Union.

Containment was extended to Asia and the Middle 
East. The Southeast Asia Treaty Organization came into 
force in 1955 and dissolved in 1977. Its purpose was to 
halt the spread of communism in Asia. The Vietnam War 
shattered that illusion.

The Middle East Treaty Organization, or Baghdad Pact, 
also known as CENTO, was formed in 1955 and dissolved 
in 1979. Its original members were the United Kingdom, 
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan and Turkey. It, too, failed to contain So-
viet expansion with its foray into Egypt and the stationing 
of 25,000 Soviet troops.

Deterrence was based on the proposition that thermo-
nuclear war was too destructive to be fought. Embraced 
by the Eisenhower administration’s Strategic New Look, 
the strategy exploited American nuclear superiority over 
the Soviet Union. The theory was that these weapons, 
including for battlefield use, would deter Moscow from 
physical aggression against the United States and NATO. 
Over a number of administrations, the proposition was 
broadened to “extended deterrence” and the premise that 
nuclear deterrence could deter lesser conflict. That, too, 
turned out to be illusory.

After the Soviet Union imploded in 1991 and for the next 
decade and a half, U.S. foreign policy regarded the Russian 
Federation and China as potential partners who eventually 
would become more “Westernized” in internal and foreign 
policies. U.S. policy was supportive in keeping Russia from 
economically imploding and setting pro-Chinese trade 
policies. That thinking, likewise, would become an illusion.

Russia’s seizure of South Ossetia and Abkhazia in 2008 
was a critical inflection point and warning. Similarly, 
China’s growing economic and military power could no 
longer be ignored by Washington. The arrival of the Obama 
administration in January 2009 would change American 
strategy. First was recognizing the growing influence of 
China through the badly implemented “pivot” to Asia in 
2011, infuriating China and frightening allies.

In the second term, President Barack Obama’s national 
security strategy was set on the 4+1 model. The United 
States had to deter, and if war came, defeat a series of po-
tential adversaries topped by China and followed by Russia, 
North Korea, Iraq and then violent extremist organizations. 
How each was to be deterred and defeated was never spe-
cifically defined or translated in matching military power.

The Trump administration expanded “deter and defeat” 
to include “contain.” As with the Obama 4+1 construct, 
none of those aims was well enough defined to determine 
the type and amount of military power necessary to achieve 
them. While the Biden National Security and Defense 
Strategies and Nuclear Posture Review were submitted to 
Congress along with the FY 2023 budget, none has been 
made public.

Abortion Battles Likely to Conclude  
with Aristotelian Mean

The authenticated leak 
of Justice Samuel Alito’s 
draft 5-4 opinion overrul-
ing the United States Su-
preme Court 1973 abortion 
rights precedent of Roe 
v. Wade is likely to stick. 
The draft fully reflected 
the judicial philosophies 
of the five-member major-
ity and the oral argument 
last December in Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization.

But overruling Roe is 
not the nail in the coffin for 
abortion rights. Far from it. 
The overruling would en-
trust abortion policy to the 
50 state legislatures, with a 
marginal role for the fed-
eral government through 
the power of the purse or 
the regulation of interstate 
commerce, e.g., the Hyde 
Amendment, which forbids 
federal monies to under-
write elective abortions.

Moreover, state poli-
cies will continue to be 
constrained by constitu-
tional limitations. Under 
the Privileges and Immu-
nities Clause of Article 
IV and the right to inter-
state travel, anti-abortion 
states are prohibited from 
preventing their citizens 
from obtaining an abortion 
in a pro-abortion state. 
Additionally, conservative 
Chief Justice William H. 
Rehnquist in Webster v. 
Reproductive Health Ser-
vices declared state statutes 

decreeing that life begins 
at conception, endowed 
with rights of personhood 
protected by the Fourteenth 
Amendment, would be 
constitutionally suspect.

State legislatures are 
l ikely  to 
e x h i b i t 
wide vari-
ations in 
abor t ion 
p ol i c i e s . 
L i b e r a l 
states like 
C a l i f o r -
nia, New 
York and 
Connecti-

cut will probably endorse 
subsidized abortions on 
d e m a n d .  R e m e m b e r, 
then-California Gov. Ron-
ald Reagan in 1967 signed 
a liberal state abortion law 
that anticipated the Su-
preme Court’s holding in 
Roe.

Approximately one-
third of the states had 
liberalized their abortion 
laws in the three years 
antedating Roe. Further, 
abortion-rights advocates 
are well-funded. They can 
fend for themselves in the 
political arena: Planned 
Parenthood, NARL Pro-
Choice America, the Na-
tional Abortion Rights Fed-
eration, the National Or-
ganization of Women and 
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union. Anti-abortion 
organizations are equally 

well-endowed and politi-
cally organized: National 
Right to Life Committee, 
Pro-Life Action League, 
Susan B. Anthony List and 
the Republican National 
Coalition for Life. Strict an-
ti-abortion laws are likely to 
proliferate in conservative 
states like Missouri, Ohio, 
Texas and Georgia.

It is not anomalous that 
under the Constitution is-
sues of considerable moral 
moment are addressed 
differently from state to 
state -- for example, laws 
against liquor or gam-
bling. And if abortion is 
thought to be sufficiently 
morally momentous to 
require a national pol-
icy, then amending the 
Constitution is the path 
forward, as with the Civil 
War Amendments that 
emancipated Black people 
and endowed them with 
full rights of citizenship. 
During the 45 years that 
have elapsed since Roe, 
Congress has refrained 
from proposing anti-abor-
tion or abortion-rights 
constitutional amendment, 
and two-thirds of the states 
have never summoned a 
constitutional convention 
under Article V to do so. 
But the political dynamics 
favoring a constitutional 
amendment may change 
after Roe is overruled.

The predicable new 
met ho ds  of  induc ing 

abortions through inter-
state delivery of pills or 
telemedicine are inevi-
table and may confound 
abortion restrictions. The 
Commerce Clause of the 
Constitution probably pro-
hibits states from banning 
interstate commerce in 
abortion pills or medical 
advice or treatments over 
the internet, especially in 
the home. If so, state abor-
tion restrictions will be 
easily circumvented. The 
Supreme Court, however, 
has held that Congress may 
prohibit the use instru-
mentalities of interstate 
commerce to promote ac-
tivities thought immoral 
or contrary to the nation-
al welfare -- for exam-
ple, liquor, lottery tickets, 
prostitution, misbranded 
drugs and impure food. 
These precedents suggest 
Congress could ban the 
use of instrumentalities 
of interstate commerce to 
promote abortion, at least 
in pro-abortion states. The 
question is not free from 
doubt. If Congress remains 
divided, however, no abor-
tion action is likely.

The issue will remain 
with the states after Roe 
is overruled, and medical 
technology will be in the 
catbird seat. Anti-abortion 
groups must remain politi-
cally active or confront de-
feat through congressional 
inaction.

If Roe vs. Wade is overturned, there’s no 
guarantee of abortions in liberal states
By Amanda Jean  
Stvenson & Kate  

Coleman-Minahan

Liberal policymakers 
are quickly positioning 
their states as abortion 
havens after a leaked 
draft of a U.S. Supreme 
Court opinion indicating 
that the court could over-
turn Roe vs. Wade was 
made public on May 2.

Less than an hour after 
the leak was made public, 
California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom announced a 
new state amendment 
that would legally protect 
the right to abortion.

“We can’t trust SCO-
TUS,” Newsom wrote on 
Twitter, using shorthand 
for the Supreme Court, 
“to protect the right to 
abortion, so we’ll do it 
ourselves. Women will 
remain protected here.”

New York, Connecti-
cut, Oregon and five 
other states have also 
proposed or passed 
new measures over the 
last few months that 
protect the right to an 
abortion.

If the landmark 1973 
court ruling Roe vs. Wade 
is overturned, abortion 
would no longer be a pro-
tected federal right, and 
states could individually 
ban or permit abortion.

However, as social sci-
entists who study how 
abortion and contracep-
tion policies affect peo-
ple’s lives, we think it is 
important to understand 
that people from states 
that could ban abortion 
may not be able to easily 
get an abortion in more 
liberal places.

Laws in liberal states

Thirteen states would 
quickly ban abortion if the 
Supreme Court overturns 
Roe vs. Wade.

But in some of the 25 
states that aren’t expected 
to ban abortion in this sce-
nario, there are laws that 
mandate minors involve 
their parents before they 
can get an abortion.

There are also laws that 
limit which medical provid-
ers may offer abortion and 
create bans on abortion after 
a certain point in pregnancy, 
as well as health insurance 
policies that won’t pay for one.

Colorado, for example, 
passed a law in March af-
firming the right to abor-
tion. But Colorado still has 
a parental notification law, 
a ban on Medicaid paying 
for an abortion, and does 
not require private insurers 
to cover abortion.

In March, California 
also passed legislation that 
eliminates out-of-pocket 
abortion costs for anyone 
with health insurance. But 
California still does not 
allow abortions after fetal 
viability.

Decades of research 
shows that abortion re-
strictions like these policies 
can harm people who need 
abortions by delaying and 
sometimes even preventing 
them from getting one.

Parental involvement

In 11 of the states that 
are unlikely to ban abor-
tion, teenagers under the 
age of 18 are subject to laws 
that require them to notify 
or obtain consent from 
one or both parents before 

getting an abortion.
Most teenagers talk to 

their parents about their 
pregnancy decisions, but 
those who don’t often feel 
they cannot for important 
reasons. They often cor-
rectly predict their parents’ 
negative reaction to their 
pregnancy and abortion, 
and can face physical or 
emotional abuse.

Some proponents be-
lieve parental involvement 
laws could lead to better 
care for a pregnant teen. But 
research shows that forcing 
young people to involve a 
parent generally does not 
increase parental support, 
but instead puts teenagers 
at risk of harm.

States with parental in-
volvement laws, including 
Colorado, Delaware and 
Maryland, allow young 
people who cannot involve 
a parent to go to court to 
request a judicial bypass 
from a judge.

Yet these judicial by-
passes cause delays in get-
ting an abortion. Judges 
also sometimes deny these 
exemptions. In Texas, for 
example, judges denied 7% 
of bypass requests in 2021.

It can also be burden-
some and traumatic for 
young people who are preg-
nant to go before a judge 
to field personal questions 
about sex, contraception 
and their family lives.

Limits on timing

Eighteen of the 25 states 
that are not expected to 
ban abortion now prohibit 
abortion after some point in 
pregnancy, typically in the 
second or third trimester.

There are some excep-
tions to these regulations if 

the life or health of the preg-
nant person is endangered.

Bans like these can force 
people to remain pregnant 
even if they do not want 
to, or if there is a medical 
concern that arises late in 
pregnancy, such as diag-
nosed fetal abnormalities.

Women who are denied 
abortion are more likely 
than women who received 
desired abortions to suffer 
economically, stay with abu-
sive partners and experience 
health problems during and 
after their pregnancies.

Some liberal states with 
policies like these in place, 
including California, Wash-
ington, Illinois and New 
York, are likely to experi-
ence an influx of people 
seeking an abortion if they 
no longer can get one in 
their home state.

These people will have 
had to save money, travel 
and wait for appointments 
because of increased de-
mand. These factors can 
lead to needing an abortion 
later into pregnancy, and 
ultimately becoming inel-
igible to get an abortion.

Insurance limits

Paying out of pocket for 
an abortion, without health 
insurance coverage, can 
cost up to $750 in the first 
trimester, with costs rising 
as a pregnancy advances. A 
2021 survey found that most 
people in the United States 
cannot afford an unexpected 
$400 emergency expense.

But 18 of the 25 states 
that are not expected to ban 
abortion if Roe vs. Wade is 
overturned require people 
who need abortions to pay 
out of pocket for the pro-
cedure.
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of critical minerals and ma-
terials will power our clean 
energy economy and reduce 
reliance on unreliable for-

eign supply chains.”
Biden signed the $1.2 

trillion bill in November.
Wednesday’s announce-

ment continues a drumbeat 
of reports issued by the 
White House during the 
midterm primary season 

as the administration tries 
to keep its top legislative 
accomplishment on top of 
voter’s minds.

In recent weeks, Biden 
has traveled around the 
country to sell the infra-
structure plan.

Permit
continued from page 1

Drug overdose deaths in U.S. 
hit record high in 2021,  

CDC reports
By Brian P. Dunleavy 

UPI

Nearly 108,000 peo-
ple in the United States 
died as a result of drug 
overdoses in 2021, the 
highest number record-
ed in a calendar year, 
according to figures re-
leased Wednesday by 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

The 107,622 overdose 
deaths reported last year 
pushes the total for the 
21st century, or since 
2001, to more than 1 
million, the CDC said.

The  2021 number 
marks a 15% rise over 
2020, the previous re-
cord high for a calendar 
year, the agency.

Overdose deaths from 
opioids, a class that in-
cludes “street” drugs 
such as heroin and pre-
scription pain medica-
tions, such as oxycodone 
and fentanyl, totaled 
nearly 81,000 nationally 
in 2021, up from just 
over 70,000 in 2020, the 
data showed.

Deaths due to over-
doses of synthetic, or 
manufactured, opioids, 
such as fentanyl, rose 
to just over 71,000 from 
58 ,000 ,  w hi le  t hos e 
related to use of psy-
chostimulants, such as 
methamphetamine, in-
creased to 33,000 from 

25,000 over the same 
period, the CDC said.

Deaths from cocaine 
overdoses spiked to just 
under 25,000 in 2021 
from slightly less than 
20,000 the year before, 
the data showed.

“These data surpass 
another  de vastat ing 
milestone in the history 
of the overdose epidemic 
in America,” Dr. Nora 
Volkow, director of the 
National Institute on 
Drug Abuse, told UPI in 
a statement.

“Behind each of these 
numbers, there is a per-
son’s life that has been 
lost, a family devastated, 
a community impacted,” 
she said.

The 2021 numbers 
are provisional, mean-
ing they are incomplete 
and subject to change, 
according to the CDC.

I n i t i a l  e s t i m a t e s 
pegged drug overdose 
deaths across the coun-
try in 2020 at 100,000 
or more.

However, that figure 
ultimately was revised 
downward by the CDC, 
to just under 94,000.

Still, the numbers il-
lustrate the effects of the 
ongoing “opioid epidem-
ic” in the United States, 
which has seen a rise in 
use -- and misuse -- of the 
drugs since the late 1990s.

Recent research in-
dicates opioid misuse 
could claim as many as 
1.2 million lives across 
North America from 
overdoses by the end of 
the decade.

Much of this increase 
in overdose deaths is fu-
eled by fentanyl, original-
ly developed as a strong 
prescription painkiller 
but now often produced 
and sold illegally.

C o m m u n i t i e s  o f 
color, including Black 
Americans and Ameri-
can Indians and Alaska 
Natives, have borne the 
brunt of the overdose 
deaths nationally, which 
have increased since the 
start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, particularly 
among young people, 
studies suggest.

To address the rise 
in overdose deaths, the 
Biden administration 
has proposed a strategy 
that emphasizes “harm 
reduction” and increases 
access to treatment.

“We have underused 
treatments that could 
help many people,” Vol-
kow said.

“We must meet peo-
ple where they are to 
prevent overdoses, re-
duce harm, and connect 
people to proven treat-
ments to reduce drug 
use,” she said.

Nearly 108,000 people in the United States died as a result of drug overdoses in 
2021, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Photo by U.S. 
Navy Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Leah Stiles

Ukraine disrupts flow  
of Russian gas

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

Ukrainian officials said Wednesday 
that they have shut down Russian supplies 
of natural gas that flow through a Ukraine 
hub to other European countries, as mil-
itary officials said they have made some 
gains in the northeast.

Ukraine said it halted supplies of gas 
at a critical hub mainly because of inter-
ference from Moscow. Officials said the 
gas, however, would be rerouted through 
areas controlled by Ukraine.

It wasn’t immediately known what the im-

pact would be, but it comes as the fighting in 
Ukraine has interrupted world energy markets.

Russia, a major supplier of natural 
gas and petroleum, has faced sanctions 
and export bans from multiple countries 
-- including the United States -- in the 
weeks since it invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian military officials 
said Wednesday that forces have made some 
strategic gains in northeastern Ukraine.

A military chief in Oleh Sinegubiv in 
the Kharkiv region said Ukrainian forces 
have been successful in pushing out Rus-
sian troops, but have also discovered an 
extensive network of land mines.
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Senate set for vote on protecting abortion by codifying  
Roe vs. Wade in federal law

By Doug Cunningham 
UPI

The Senate on Wednes-
day will vote on a proposal 
to safeguard legalized abor-
tion nationwide by enshrin-
ing the practice in federal 
law -- a steep uphill battle 
aimed at heading off a con-
servative-majority Supreme 
Court that appears poised to 
strike down Roe vs. Wade in 
the near future.

For years, Democrats 
and progressives have called 

on Congress to codify legal 
abortion into federal law, 
but the movement gained 
traction after the leaked 
Supreme Court opinion 
last week that signaled that 
its six conservative justices 
plan to overturn the land-
mark 1973 decision before 
the high court’s term ends 
in June.

Senate Democratic lead-
er Charles Schumer orga-
nized the vote Wednesday, 
which is scheduled to occur 
at 3 p.m. EDT.

Schumer said this week 
that neither Supreme Court 
justices nor Republican 
politicians ought to have 
the power to “take away 
the rights of a hundred 
million American wom-
en.” He added that women 
having control over their 
own bodies would “vanish 
in the blink of an eye” if the 
court overturns its previous 
decision on the issue.

President Joe Biden has 
already said that he would 
sign a bill codifying legal 

abortion into federal law, 
and the bill would like-
ly pass in the Democrat-
ic-controlled House. The 
enormous obstacle for sup-
porters, however, is in the 
Senate -- where it’s a 50-50 
partisan split.

If the high court does 
ultimately overturn Roe 
vs. Wade, the move would 
leave it up to each indi-
vidual state to determine 
whether abortion is legal. 
Several, including Texas 
and Mississippi, have al-
ready passed strict laws 
against the practice and 
some have laws already set 
to take effect if the Supreme 
Court strikes down the law.

Wednesday’s vote on the 
Women’s Health Protec-
tion Act would protect a 
woman’s freedom to decide 
whether to “continue or end 
a pregnancy,” and safeguard 
healthcare providers’ ability 
to offer abortions.

Additionally, the bill 
would ban some of the re-
strictions that have already 
been enacted in some Re-
publican-led states -- such 
as mandatory ultrasounds, 
waiting periods and laws 

forcing medical providers to 
obtain admitting privileges 
at hospitals.

Supporters of the bill 
need 10 Republican senators 
to vote for it on Wednesday 
-- a prospect that’s seen as 
virtually impossible -- to 
sidestep a filibuster.

The purpose of Wednes-
day’s vote, then, is mostly 
that it’s a referendum on 
abortion. The move will put 
voting senators on record 
regarding their views on the 
practice, which has always 
been a divisive issue in the 

United States.
A c c o r d i n g  t o  T h e 

Washington Post, a group 
of Democratic lawmakers 
led by Sens. Patty Murray 
of Washington, Debbie 
Stabenow of Michigan, 
Elizabeth Warren of Mas-
sachusetts, Catherine Cor-
tez Masto of Nevada, Amy 
Klobuchar of Minnesota 
and Tammy Baldwin of 
Wisconsin are working 
on a strategy to cover the 
next potential steps if the 
Supreme Court overturns 
Roe vs. Wade.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., joins abortion rights 
activists Tuesday outside the U.S. Supreme Court 
after the leak of a draft majority opinion suggesting 
the court would overturn Roe vs. Wade later this year.  
Photo by Bonnie Cash/UPI

Inflation gauge says consumer 
prices rose slightly in April 

while energy prices declined
By Daniel Uria 

UPI

A key inflation gauge on 
Wednesday showed that 
prices in the United States 
rose in April slightly more 
than most analysts on Wall 
Street expected -- but re-
flected some measure of 
economic health after the 
last report a month ago 
showed a major surge.

The Labor Department 
said its Consumer Price 
Index -- which shows the 
average change in prices 
for goods and services -- in-
creased by 0.3% last month. 
The increase over the past 
12 months was 8.3%.

Most analysts expected 
the department’s report to 
show a monthly increase of 
0.2% and 8.1% over April 
2021.

“Increases in the indexes 
for shelter, food, airline fares 
and new vehicles were the 
largest contributors to the 
seasonally adjusted all items 
increase,” the department 
said in a statement.

The report showed a 
massive increase in energy 
prices over the past year, but 
also noted that those prices 
actually declined by close 
to 3% from March to April.

“The energy index rose 
30.3% over the last year, and 
the food index increased 
9.4%, the largest 12-month 
increase since the period 
ending April 1981,” it said.

“The energy index de-
clined 2.7% in April after 
rising 11% in March. The 
gasoline index declined 
in April, falling 6.1% after 
increasing 18.3% the prior 
month.”

A month ago, the de-
partment said the index 
had increased over Febru-
ary by a sizable 1.2% and 
8.5% year-to-year, which 
was the largest rise over 
any 12-month period since 
December 1981.

Some economists say 
that energy prices and costs 
in other heavily weighted 
categories, like housing, 
are continuing to push up 
inflation.

The primary driver of 
inflation over the past year 
has been a dramatic rise 
in gas prices. AAA said on 
Wednesday that the na-
tional average is $4.40 per 
gallon, the highest mark on 
record. File Photo by Phil 
McCarten/UPI

“Food, energy and shel-
ter are the categories worth 
watching, but shelter is of 
particular concern,” Greg 
McBride, chief financial 
analyst at BankRate, told 
Yahoo Finance.

“Shelter accounts for 
40% of the CPI -- as it does 
for many household budgets 
-- and with double-digit 
increases in rents kicking 
in, this puts the household 
budget in a vise even if food 
and energy costs level out.”

Energy has been the 
main driving force be-
hind inflation, and gas 
prices in the United States 
have soared over the past 
month.

AAA said on Wednesday 
that the national average is 
$4.40 per gallon, an increase 
of 3 cents from Tuesday and 
a hike of almost 30 cents 
over the past month.

The average set a new all-
time high on Wednesday, as 
it did Tuesday, and experts 
feel that demand during the 
summer driving season and 
Memorial Day holiday will 
push up prices further. The 
disruptive impact of the war 
in Ukraine on global energy 
markets is also influencing 
energy costs in the United 
States.

President Joe Biden up-
dated a strategy on Tuesday 
to control inflation and gas 
prices by calling on Con-
gress to curb U.S. reliance 
on foreign energy. He was 
scheduled to expand on new 
actions his administration is 
taking to bring prices down 
during a visit to Illinois on 
Wednesday.

“While it is heartening 
to see that annual inflation 
moderated in April, the 
fact remains that inflation 
is unacceptably high,” the 

president said in a state-
ment. “Inflation is a chal-
lenge for families across 
the country and bringing it 
down is my top economic 
priority.

“I am traveling to Illinois 
to speak with farmers about 
more we can do to lower 
their costs and help them 
produce more, lowering the 
price of food for Americans 
and around the world. All 
of this is progress, but the 
fight against global supply 
chain issues related to the 
pandemic ... will continue 
every day.”

In remarks before the 
Senate banking commit-
tee, Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen said that the 
COVID-19 pandemic is 
also still driving parts of the 
economy.

Yellen said that she ex-
pects that prices in the 
United States are nearing 
their peak, and added that 
the Federal Reserve’s deci-
sion last week to increase 
interest rates by a half-
point should begin to show 
an impact on inf lation 
soon. Too much consumer 
spending can be a primary 
driver of inflation and the 
Fed’s move on interest 
rates is a method to con-
trol it.

On Wall Street, the Dow 
lost ground for the fourth 
consecutive day on Tuesday, 
although it had lost only 84 
points by the closing bell. 
The S&P 500 was actually up 
several points and the Nas-
daq composite was up about 
114 points -- signaling some 
rebound on Wall Street 
heading into Wednesday.

Tony Roth, chief invest-
ment officer at Wilmington 
Trust Investment Advisors, 
had told CNBC on Tuesday 
that a weaker-than-expect-
ed Consumer Prices Index 
could precede a recession 
-- as it may cause the Fed 
to take even more drastic 
action on interest rates.

“If the inflation data is 
not as good as we think it 
will be ... then I think the 
market prices for a reces-
sion,” he said.
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U.S. official warns Putin is preparing  
for ‘prolonged conflict’ in Ukraine

By Clyde Hughes & 
Daniel Uria 

UPI

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin is preparing for 
a “prolonged conflict” in 
Ukraine that could become 
“more unpredictable and 
escalatory” in the coming 
months, a top U.S. official 
said Tuesday.

Director of National In-
telligence Avril Haines told 
the Senate Armed Service 
Committee that Putin may 
not be satisfied with a vic-
tory in the Donbas region, 
where Russian forces are 
currently focused.

“The next month or two 
of fighting will be significant 
as the Russians attempt to 
reinvigorate their efforts. 
But even if they are suc-
cessful, we are not confident 
that the fight in the Donbas 
will effectively end the war,” 
Haines said. “We assess 
President Putin in prepar-
ing for prolonged conflict 
in Ukraine during which he 
still intends to achieve goals 
beyond the Donbas.”

Russian officials said 
Tuesday that Moscow’s 
troops and pro-separatist 
fighters have moved farther 
into eastern Ukraine and 
advanced to the border 
between the Luhansk and 
Donetsk regions, which 
make up the Donbas. The 
officials said the advanc-
es were successful despite 
some heavy fighting along 
a strip of highway that civil-
ians have used to flee.

Haines said Putin’s cur-
rent goal is to take control 
of the Donetsk and Lu-
hansk oblasts and encircle 
Ukrainian forces from the 

north and south “in order to 
crush the most capable and 
well-equipped Ukrainian 
forces who are fighting to 
hold the line in the East.”

He also aims to “con-
solidate control of the land 
bridge Russia has estab-
lished from Crimea to the 
Donbas, occupy Kherson, 
and control the water source 
for Crimea.”

Russia’s forces might be 
capable of achieving most 
of those goals in the coming 
months but would have to 
mobilize more troops to 
establish control over the 
oblasts, but Russia’s ground 
combat forces “have been 
downgraded considerably,” 
Haines said.

This degradation could 
lead Russia to shift to “a 
more unpredictable and 
potentially escalatory tra-
jectory,” and “a period of 
more ad-hoc decision mak-

ing in Russia” in the coming 
months, Haines said.

“The current trend in-
creases the likelihood that 
President Putin will turn 
to more drastic means, in-
cluding imposing martial 
law, reorienting industrial 
production, or potentially 
escalatory military actions 
to free up the resources 
needed to achieve his objec-
tives as the conflict drags on, 
or if he perceives Russia is 
losing in Ukraine,” she said.

She added Putin could 
turn to carrying out major 
nuclear drills in order to 
draw the United States into 
the conflict.

“If Putin perceives that 
the United States is ignor-
ing his threats, he may try 
to signal to Washington 
the heightened danger of 
its support to Ukraine by 
authorizing another large 
nuclear exercise involving 

a major dispersal of mobile 
intercontinental missiles, 
heavy bombers, strategic 
submarines,” she said.

On Tuesday, Russian 
forces concentrated mil-
itarily on two particular 
targets -- the steel plant in 
Mariupol where civilians 
and soldiers are denying 
Moscow full control of the 
city, and Odesa, a city far-
ther west that’s considered 
strategically important.

Ukrainian officials said 
that several Russian missiles 
whistled into Odesa begin-
ning late on Monday in an 
apparent strategy to disrupt 
supply lines and interdict 
weapons shipments from 
Western allies. Like Mari-
upol, Odesa is also a port 
city that’s located across the 
Black Sea in south-central 
Ukraine.

One of the Russian rock-
ets struck a shopping center 

and a warehouse there, ac-
cording to Ukrainian offi-
cials -- who also noted that 
Moscow used hypersonic 
missiles in the attack.

Meanwhile in Mariupol 
Tuesday, civilians and sol-
diers are under new attack 
from Russian forces at the 
steel plant there, which has 
acted as a bunker for the 
last pockets of resistance in 
the city.

It’s believed that most 
of the civilians at the plant 
have been evacuated, but 
dozens remain -- but their 
whereabouts are uncertain 
given the network of tunnels 
below ground.

Russian military officials 
had declared victory in 
Mariupol a few weeks ago, 
but the troops and civilians 
at the steel plant are keeping 
Moscow from a total take-
over in the city.

Farther north in Kharkiv, 
a Ukrainian counterattack 
has forced Russian com-
manders to keep troops in 
that region to keep the Kyiv 
from making key gains east 
of city. Kharkiv, Ukraine’s 
second-largest city, has been 
mainly under Russian con-
trol since not long after the 
fighting began in February.

In Izyum, a city near 

Kharkiv, a local municipal 
official said on Tuesday that 
they’d discovered dozens 
of dead Ukrainians in a 
damaged five-story residen-
tial building that had been 
under Russian control. The 
official said that more than 
40 bodies were found there.

It wasn’t immediately 
clear when the building was 
damaged, but officials noted 
that Izyum has taken some 
of the heaviest fighting in 
the region. Izyum is located 
about 75 miles southeast of 
downtown Kharkiv.

On Tuesday, the Unit-
ed Nations said that the 
number of dead from the 
Russian war may be thou-
sands of victims higher 
than investigators have 
thought.

The Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights said that the actual 
casualty figures are “con-
siderably higher” because 
of slow information from 
areas that are under heavy 
fighting.

The human rights of-
fice has previously put the 
Ukrainian death toll at 
around 3,400 -- although 
it’s nearly universally agreed 
that the official figure is well 
shy of the actual toll.

Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines told the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee Tuesday that Russian President Vladimir Putin is preparing for a “prolonged 
conflict” in Ukraine. File Photo by Sarah Silbiger/UPI

Rep. Tom Reed announces resignation 
following sexual misconduct accusation

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

R e p .  T o m  R e e d , 
R-N.Y.,  announced his 
resignation Tuesday, fol-
lowing allegations of sex-
ual misconduct.

Reed declared the end 
of his time in Congress 
seven months before his 
f i na l  t e r m  w as  or i g i -
nally set to conclude in 
a speech on the House 
floor.

“After almost 12 years 
in  C ong ress ,  to day  i s 
my last day,” Reed said. 
“It  has been an honor 
to  s e r ve  w it h  you  a l l 
from both parties. I love 
t h i s  i ns t i tut i on ,  a s  i t 
still exemplifies what is 
best about our govern-
ment. We are the people’s 
House.”

Nicolette Davis, a for-

mer lobbyist for an in-
surance company,  last 
March accused Reed of 
sexually harassing her in 
2017, rubbing her back 
and unclasping her bra 
while he was intoxicated 
during a gathering at a 
Minneapolis  Ir ish pub 
fol lowing a  day of  ice 
fishing.

Reed initially said the 
account of  his  act ions 
that night was inaccu-
rate but later apologized, 
saying his “personal de-
piction of this event is 
irrelevant.”

He said the incident 
occurred during a time 
in his life when he was 
“struggling” with alco-
hol addiction, for which 
h e  e nt e re d  t re at m e nt 
that year and pledged he 
would not seek any elect-

ed office this year.
Reed did not address 

t he  a l l egat ions  in  h is 
d e p ar tu re  sp e e ch  but 
condemned extremism 
and “petty political pos-
turing” in Congress.

“I believe the current 
focus on extremism de-
mands us  to  heed the 
words of Abraham Lin-
coln, uttered years ago, 
as we face a similar threat 
to our existence today,” 
he said. “A house divided 
cannot stand, but I add, 
a house united will not 
fail.”

Reed’s early departure 
sets up a special election 
to  f i l l  h is  seat ,  which 
would require New York 
Gov. Kathy Hochul to is-
sue a proclamation with-
in 10 days calling for an 
election to be held 70-80 

days later.
If Reed provides for-

mal notification to Ho-
chul on Wednesday, the 
election to fill his seat 
could be held between 
July 20 and Aug. 8.

Rep. Tom Reed, R-N.Y., announced his resignation from Congress seven months 
early on Tuesday, after he was accused of sexual misconduct last year. File Photo 
by Kevin Dietsch/UPI
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Elon Musk says he would reverse Donald Trump’s  
permanent Twitter ban

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

Elon Musk on Tues-
day said he would reverse 
Twitter’s permanent ban of 
former President Donald 
Trump if he were to assume 
control of the social media 
company.

During an interview at 
Financial Times’ Future 
of the Car conference, 
Musk, the CEO of Tesla 
and SpaceX, said it was a 
“morally bad decision” and 
“foolish in the extreme” for 
Twitter to ban Trump amid 
the Jan. 6, 2021, riots at the 
U.S. Capitol in what the 
company said was meant to 
prevent the “risk of further 

incitement of violence.”
“I do think it was not cor-

rect to ban Donald Trump. 

I think that was a mistake,” 
said Musk, who offered to 
purchase Twitter for $44 bil-

lion last month. “It alienated 
a large part of the country 
and did not ultimately re-
sult in Donald Trump not 
having a voice.”

Musk, who has more 
than 90 million Twitter fol-
lowers and has broadly crit-
icized the social network’s 
moderation decisions, add-
ed that former Twitter CEO 
Jack Dorsey was in agree-
ment that Twitter “should 
not have perma-bans.”

Dorsey confirmed that 
he did agree with Musk, 
citing exceptions such as 
illegal behavior or network 
manipulation.

“Generally, permanent 
bans are a failure of ours and 
don’t work,” Dorsey wrote 
on Twitter.

Trump, who launched 
his own Twitter competitor, 
Truth Social, has no plans 

to return to Twitter and has 
not talked to Musk but does 
agree with the billionaire’s 
assessment of his ban, a 
Trump adviser told The 
Washington Post.

Musk, however, went on 
to say he believes Twitter 
exhibits a political bias that 
harms those on the right.

“I think Twitter needs 
to be more evenhanded. 
It currently has a strong 
left bias because it’s based 
in San Francisco,” he said. 
“I don’ think the people 
there necessarily intend, 
or at least some of them 
don’t intend, to have a 
left bias. They just, from 
their perspective, it seems 
moderate, but they’re just 
coming after it from an 
environment that is very 
far left.”

He added that he would 

turn Twitter’s algorithm 
over to the public to “build 
transparency and trust” 
and allow the site to make 
permanent bans “extreme-
ly rare” and reserve them 
for “bots or spam, scam 
accounts where there’s just 
no legitimacy to the account 
at all.”

“I would literally put 
the Twitter algorithm on 
GitHub and say like, ‘Hey, 
anyone want to suggest 
changes to this? Please go 
ahead,’” Musk said.

He acknowledged, how-
ever, that while the compa-
ny’s board had accepted his 
deal to purchase Twitter, it 
was not finalized.

“I will say that I don’t 
own Twitter yet, so this is 
not a thing that will definite-
ly happen, because what if I 
don’t own Twitter,” he said.

Tesla recalls nearly 130,000 
vehicles tied to overheating 

touchscreens
By Rich Klein 

UPI

Automaker Tesla is re-
calling nearly 130,000 vehi-
cles to fix an overheating is-
sue tied to the infotainment 
screens on certain models.

The company announced 
last week that certain 2021-
2022 Model S, Model X, and 
2022 Model 3 and Model Y 
vehicles are running firm-
ware that allows the info-
tainment CPU to overheat 
while preparing the vehicle’s 
batteries for fast-charging.

“A lagging or restarting 
CPU may prevent the cen-
ter screen from displaying 
the rearview camera image, 
gear selection, windshield 
visibility control settings, 

and warning lights, increas-
ing the risk of a collision,” 
Tesla wrote in its recall 
notice to the National High-
way Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration.

The company, owned by 
Elon Musk, said on May 
3 that it was starting to 
deploy a “firmware up-
date that will improve the 
management of the CPU 
temperature and associat-
ed communications with 
elevated temperature op-
eration. This remedy will 
mitigate temperature ele-
vations in the CPU when 
the vehicle is fast charging 
or preparing to fast charge, 
which will prevent slow 
processing or restart.”

Tesla said that as of 

May 2, it had identified 59 
warranty claims and 59 
field reports related to the 
touchscreen overheating 
problem.

“Tesla is not aware of any 
crashes, injuries, or deaths 
related to this condition,” 
the company added.

In late April, Musk sold 
around $4 billion -- or 4.4 
million shares -- of Tesla 
stock at an average price of 
$903.58 following his agree-
ment to buy Twitter.

During the same month, 
Tesla Korea was ordered 
to recall 1,290 units of the 
Model S because faulty soft-
ware in the control system 
turned on the backup light 
when the car was moving 
forward.

Tesla owner Elon Musk arrives on the red carpet for 
The Met Gala at The Metropolitan Museum of Art last 
week, a day before his company announced a recall 
of some 130,000 vehicles due to infotainment screens 
that overheated. Photo by John Angelillo/UPI

Florida judge scraps part 
of Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 

redistricting map
By Sheri Walsh 

UPI

A Florida judge blocked 
Gov. Ron DeSantis’s re-
districting map Wednes-
day, ruling it discriminated 
against Black voters in the 
northern part of the state.

After a three-hour hear-
ing, Circuit Judge Layne 
Smith decided, with an 
order that could come as 
early as Thursday, to block 
the redrawn map around 
Jacksonville.

“The enacted map is un-
constitutional under the 
Fair District Amendment,” 
Smith said. “It diminishes 
African-Americans’ ability 
to elect the representative 
of their choice.”

Last month, DeSantis 
signed into law a bill to re-
draw congressional bound-
aries for two districts and 
force two Black members of 
Congress to lose their seats.

The new map impacted 
Florida’s Fifth Congressio-
nal District and divided 
Jacksonville, a city with the 
state’s largest Black pop-
ulation, into two Repub-
lican-leaning districts. In 
all, 370,000 Black voters 
would be spread across four 
Republican-leaning North 
Florida districts.

“I do find persuasive the 

arguments that were made 
about the diminishment of 
African-American votes ... 
to the other districts where 
they’re now spreading,” 
Judge Smith said.

John Devaney, who ar-
gued the plaintiff ’s case 
for the Florida League of 
Women Voters and three 
minority advocacy orga-
nizations, said it was vital 
for Judge Smith to stop the 
plan now.

“Once an election occurs, 
there’s no do-over,” Devaney 
said. “The harm is done. The 
only way to protect against 
that harm is to assure that a 
constitutional voting map 
is put in place before the 
election actually occurs.”

County elections super-
visors in Florida want the 
redistricting map finalized 
by the end of May to recon-
figure precincts. Federal 

candidate qualifying for 
congressional seats is sched-
uled June 13 to 17.

Litigation on the bound-
aries is expected to contin-
ue and could be decided 
by Florida’s state Supreme 
Court.

By deciding to issue the 
order Thursday, Judge Smith 
wanted to give Florida’s top 
elections official, appointed 
by DeSantis, enough time 
to appeal.

“As Judge Smith implied, 
these complex constitu-
tional matters of law were 
always going to be decided 
at the appellate level,” said 
Taryn Fenske, a DeSantis 
spokeswoman.

“We will undoubtedly be 
appealing his ruling and are 
confident the constitutional 
map enacted by the Florida 
Legislature and signed into 
law passes legal muster.”



Sponsored by Atty. Jay Dupree Law Office
Local detainees

IBRAHIM HANIF ABDUL-HAADI
BREAKING OR ENTERING PLACE OF WORSHIP — FELONY

BETTINA ELLEN KNUDSEN
PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY

BENJAMIN BREWER HAM
FTA-DISCLOSE PRIVATE IMAGES/ADULT —  FELONY
SECOND DEGREE FORCE SEX OFF —  FELONY
OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE —  FELONY
FTA-ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR

BENNIE THOMAS AMERSON III
PROBATION VIOLATION-DEL/SELL SCHEDULE I —FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION-INVOLUNTARY  
MANSLAUGHTER — FELONY

SAMANTHA LEWIS MEZA
PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
DEFRAUD DRUG/ALC TEST 1ST — MISDEMEANOR

SHAQUILLE DESHORN BARNES
TRAFFICKING OPIUM OR HEROIN — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
PWIMSD HEROIN — FELONY
POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA — MISDEMEANOR

TYMARIE MESSIAH AKBAR
ATTEMPTED FIRST DEGREE MURDER — FELONY
DIS WEAP OCC DWELL/MOVING VEH — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY

HEATHER MARIE MELVIN
PV-OBT PROP BY FALSE PR/CHT — FELONY

ROBERT ALLEN CHIN
2ND DEGREE FORCIBLE RAPE — FELONY
2ND DEGREE FORCE SEX OFF — FELONY
2ND DEGREE FORCE SEX OFF — FELONY
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Kickball player banned from Tinder for using app  
to recruit teammates

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Rhode Island kickball player 
Gianna Pecchia was banned 
for life from Tinder when the 
service discovered she used the 
dating app to recruit teammates, 
according to adult kickball league 
Clubwaka.

“One day, I went to log in, and 
it said you’re banned for life,” 
Pecchia told Clubwaka.com. “For 
life! -- it seems a little severe. So 
that put a huge deterrent in my 

recruiting.”
A Tinder spokesperson told 

UPI on Wednesday that the com-
pany reviewed its decision and 
found that Pecchia was “banned 
appropriately.”

Pecchia -- dubbed the “Kick-
ball Cupid” -- told Clubwaka.com 
that she found 25 players through 
the app, including 18 for her team 
and another seven to help fill out 
other rosters in her league.

“I would host dinner meet ups 
with people who were interested 
so that they could meet me and 

other people from the league,” 
Pecchia told UPI.

“If we hit it off, and they liked 
everyone’s personalities, they 
were added to our team. If they 
wanted more a competitive team, 
I would assign them to a different 
team who was competitive and 
looking for players.”

Tinder guidelines state that 
“soliciting other users is prohib-
ited.”

“It’s fine to invite your matches 
to something that you’re doing, but 
if the purpose of your profile is to 

advertise your event or business, 
non-profit, political campaign, 
contest, or to conduct research, 
we may delete your account,” the 
Tinder guidelines stipulate.

Pecchia, 30, said she also used 
Bumble BFF to find potential 
kickball recruits. Clubwaka gen-
eral manager Johanna Hueber 
told the Boston Globe that he 
backs Pecchia’s efforts.

“I fully support it and totally 
encourage her,” Hueber said. 
“This is ingenious. ... It’s a great 
way for people to end up meeting 

people.”
Hueber said that the Rhode Is-

land league features a season-best 
245 players and 15 teams. Pecchia 
told Clubwaka.com that she 
struggled with social anxiety 
before she joined the league five 
years ago.

Clubwaka, formerly known as 
the World Adult Kickball League, 
operates in 15 states. Dallas, Bos-
ton, Phoenix, Miami, Los Ange-
les, New Orleans, San Francisco 
and Las Vegas are among major 
cities that host Clubwaka leagues.

Texas magistrate issues arrest warrant for former  
NFL star Earl Thomas

By Adam Schrader 
UPI

A Texas magistrate has 
issued an arrest warrant 
for former NFL star Earl 
Thomas after he allegedly 
violated a protective or-
der and sent threatening 
messages to his wife in an 

attempt to see his children, 
reports said Saturday.

The warrant was signed 
on April 27 by Magistrate 
George Thomas and re-
vealed Saturday by the 
Austin American-States-
man, which obtained a 
copy of the arrest affidavit. 
The warrant was con-

firmed by KXAN.
The court records ob-

tained the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman show that 
Thomas has been charged 
with a third-degree felony 
for allegedly violating a 
protective order issued in 
May 2021 by a civil court 
judge two or more times 

within 12 months.
The protective order 

said that Thomas could 
only communicate with 
the woman through a 
co-parenting phone app, 
according to the Austin 
American-Statesman.

But she told police he 
refused to download it 
and insists on reaching 
her by phone and would 
allegedly text her messages 
threatening her and her 
children.

“Waiting on hand in 
foot is why I’ll kick ur ass,” 
Thomas allegedly texted 
the woman on April 18, 
after allegedly obtaining 
two handguns earlier in 
the day.

Thomas also allegedly 

texted the woman messag-
es wishing that she would 
drive off the road with her 
children in the car and 
other messages allegedly 
referring to poisoning the 
kids.

Trey Dolezal, the law-
yer representing Thomas 
in an ongoing divorce, 
confirmed to the Austin 
American-Statesman that 
the warrant stems from 
Thomas reaching out to 
his wife to see their chil-
dren.

“They were consciously 
and collectively working 
together to see his kids,” 
Dolezal said. “I don’t really 
understand how he could 
be in violation by working 
together to visit with his 

children.”
Thomas, a free safety 

who won the 2013 Super 
Bowl with the Seattle Se-
ahawks, has not yet been 
booked into the Travis 
County jail.

After leaving the Se-
ahawks, Thomas signed 
with the Baltimore Ravens 
but was released from 
the team in August 2020 
after he got into a fight 
with teammate Chuck 
Clark during a preseason 
practice.

Last month, Thomas 
told ESPN that he was 
“ready” to return to the 
NFL.

“I’m in shape,” Thomas 
said. “My timing is on 
point -- I’m proud of that.”
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 • Good Documentation
 • Working Smart
 • Resume & Job Interview Skills

Requirements for day of testing:

 • Must show Photo ID

 • All students must maintain  
 some social distancing.

 • Masks are recommended for  
 students but not required.

THERMO FISHER IS HIRING FOR 
MULTIPLE POSITIONS!

PRE-HIRE 
PROGRAM

REGISTER for the NCRC1
2
3

COMPLETE the NCRC

ENROLL in Thermo 
Fisher Pre-Hire Program

NCRC TESTING BY 
APPOINTMENT ONLY

ENROLLMENT FOR NCRC  
& PRE-HIRE PROGRAM

PCC Safety Protocols must 
be followed at all times.

Pitt Community College Workforce Development  •  Greenville Center Annex  •  550 Dexter Street, Greenville, NC  •  27834

For information about this program, text the word “THERMO” to 252-549-4545. 

July 11 -14  and 18 -19
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Ex-Jags kicker Josh Lambo sues team, alleges ‘physical 
battery’ by Urban Meyer

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Ex-Jacksonville Jaguars kicker 
Josh Lambo has sued the team, 
alleging ex-coach Urban Meyer 
created a hostile work environ-
ment, and he wants more than 
$3.5 million in lost salary and 
damages, court records show.

Lambo said his performance 
suffered due to the alleged “pat-
tern of harassment” and “intim-
idation tactics” he claims Meyer 
used against him.

Lambo filed the civil lawsuit 
Tuesday in the 4th Judicial Cir-
cuit in Duval County, Fla. Meyer 
denied the claims when they first 
surfaced during the 2021 NFL 
season. The Jaguars fired the first-
year coach in mid-December.

In the lawsuit, Lambo’s lawyers 
claim that Meyer approached 
him, “kicked him in the leg” and 
used “profanity” to insult him and 
“warn him to make kicks” as he 
trained in late August at the team’s 
practice facility in Jacksonville.

Lambo objected to the alleged 
“physical battery” and told Meyer 
not to kick him again, according 
to the lawsuit.

The suit claims Meyer told the 
veteran kicker “I’m the head ball 
coach, I’ll kick you whenever the 
[expletive] I want.”

Lambo reported the alleged 
illegal activity to the Jaguars 
through his agent, Richard Irvin. 
The Jaguars confirmed in Decem-
ber that they received a query 
from Irvin on Aug. 27, about 

the allegations and “responded 
immediately.” The team also said 
its legal counsel offered to speak 
with Lambo.

The lawsuit claims that the 
Jaguars did not initiate an investi-
gation or inform the NFL or NFL 
Players Association about the 
allegations against Meyer.

The NFL declined comment 
Wednesday about the allegations. 
Neither the NFLPA nor the Jag-
uars immediately responded to a 
request for comment.

The lawsuit states that Meyer 

was “furious” with Lambo and 
initiated a “pattern of harassment 
and created a hostile work envi-
ronment” and threatened to cut 
the kicker from the team with a 
day after his complaint.

Lambo claims Meyers actions 
impacted his ability to sleep, prac-
tice and perform and resulted in 
him “uncharacteristically missing 
kicks.”

The Jaguars released Lambo on 
Oct. 19, a move he says resulted in 
“extreme emotional and mental 
distress,” in addition to lost wages 

and more.
The Tampa Bay Times pub-

lished an article on Dec. 15, 
which reported the incident 
between Meyer and Lambo. The 
next morning, Jaguars owner 
Shad Khan announced Meyer’s 
firing.

“As I stated in October, re-
gaining our trust and respect was 
essential,” Khan said in a news 
release. “Regrettably, it did not 
happen.”

Lambo’s legal team requested 
that the Jaguars produce docu-

mentation about his performance, 
personnel files, audio and video 
recordings from team facilities, 
text messages, emails and more 
as part of the lawsuit.

Lambo, who is a free agent, 
made a career-low 71.4% of his 
extra point attempts last sea-
son. He missed on all three of 
his field goal attempts through 
three games in 2021. Lambo 
made all five of his field goal 
attempts and 8 of 10 extra point 
attempts in four games in 2020. 
He missed 12 games that season 
due to injury.

Lambo made a league-high 
97.1% of his field goals in 16 
games in 2019 for the Jaguars. 
He also appeared in a career-high 
16 games that season. The sev-
en-year veteran entered the NFL 
in 2015 as an undrafted free agent 
and signed with the San Diego 
Chargers. He joined the Jaguars 
in 2017.

The former Texas A&M kick-
er made 87.1% of his field goal 
attempts and 89.9% of his extra 
point attempts through his first 
78 NFL appearances. He was a 
second-team All-Pro selection 
in 2019.

Darrell Bevell finished the 2021 
season as the Jaguars’ interim 
coach. The AFC South franchise 
announced in February that it 
hired former Philadelphia Eagles 
coach Doug Pederson as Meyer’s 
permanent replacement.

The Jaguars had an NFL-worst 
3-14 record last season.

Former Jacksonville Jaguars kicker Josh Lambo (4) sued the team in Duval County, Fla. File Photo 
by Archie Carpenter/UPI

Seahawks back Lock, Smith, don’t expect to trade  
for Mayfield or other veteran QB

By Alex Butler 
UPI

The Seattle Seahawks 
don’t expect to make a 
trade for Baker Mayfield 
or any other veteran quar-
terback this off-season, 
coach Pete Carroll said 
during a recent radio in-
terview.

Carroll commented on 
the team’s quarterback 
situat ion Thursday on 
Seattle Sports Radio 93.3 
KJR-FM. The Seahawks 
traded longtime start-
ing quarterback Russell 
Wilson in March to the 
Denver Broncos.

“I don’t see us making 
a trade for anybody at all,” 
Carroll said. “I don’t see 
that happening. We’re cer-
tainly going to continue 
to be open to chances to 
help our club. Meanwhile 
we’re just going to be bat-
tling and competing our 
tails off.

“There’s always possi-
bilities, so we keep open 
to that.”

Drew Lock, who came 
to Seattle in the Wilson 
trade, and longtime back-
up Geno Smith top the 
Seahawks depth chart at 
the quarterback position. 
Backup quarterback Jacob 
Eason also is on the Sea-

hawks roster.
Carroll said Lock and 

S m it h  k n ow  t h at  t h e 
“competit ion is  on” to 
determine the Seahawks’ 
starter in 2022.

“All three of our guys 
have great arms,” Car-
roll said. “They can rip 
the ball around the field. 
They are really talented, 
arm-talent wise. They are 
big, sharp and move the 
ball well. Right now, you 
can’t tell the difference 
from one thrower to the 
next because they can all 
just chuck it.”

Mayfield requested a 
trade from the Browns 
this off-season. The AFC 
North franchise traded 
for former Houston Tex-
ans quarterback Deshaun 
Watson in March.

Ryan Fitzpatrick, Nick 
Foles and Cam Newton 
are among the top free 
agent quarterbacks still 
available.

The Seahawks ranked 
23rd in passing yards and 
31st in passing attempts 
last season. They totaled 
the 10th-most passing 
touchdowns, but led the 
league with 30 intercep-
tions thrown.

Lock completed 60.4% 
of his throws for 787 yards, 
two scores and two inter-

ceptions in six games last 
season. The second-round 
pick in  the  2019 NFL 
Draft completed 59.3% of 
his throws for 4,740 yards, 
25 touchdowns and 20 in-
terceptions in his first 24 
NFL appearances.

Smith, who joined the 
Seahawks in 2020, com-
pleted 68.4% of his passes 
for 702, yards, five scores 
and one interception in 
four games last season in 
Seattle. The second-round 
pick in the 2013 NFL 
Draf t  app eared  in  45 
games over his last eight 
seasons.

The Seahawks did not 
pick a quarterback with 
any of their seven selec-
tions last week in the 2022 
NFL Draft. They snagged 
former Mississippi State 
offensive tackle Charles 
Cross with their first pick 
at No. 9 overall.

Carroll said he believes 
Lock would have been the 
first quarterback selected 
if he would have been part 
of the 2022 NFL Draft 
class.

The  S e a haw ks  host 
rookie minicamp from 
Friday through Sunday. 
T h e y  s t ar t  org an i z e d 
team activities May 23 
and mandatory minicamp 
June 7.

Drew Lock joined the Seattle Seahawks this off-season through a trade with the 
Denver Broncos. File Photo by Kyle Rivas/UPI
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Ariana Grande’s song 
‘Into You’ passes 1B 
streams on Spotify

By Annie Martin 
UPI

Ariana Grande has another 
song with more than 1 billion 
streams on Spotify.

The 28-year-old singer’s 2016 
single “Into You” reached the 
milestone Friday.

“Into You” passed 1 billion 
streams on the sixth anniversary 
of its release. The song is Grande’s 
sixth to reach the milestone.

“Ariana Grande’s Into You is 
her 6th track to join the #Billion-
sClub, on its 6th anniversary, on 
the 6th day of May. But no bad 
omens here, it’s a heavenly 666,” 
Spotify tweeted.

Grande’s songs “7 Rings, 
“Thank U, Next,” “No Tears 
Left to Cry,” “Side to Side” 
with Nicki Minaj and “Bang 
Bang” with Jessie J and Nicki 
MInaj also have over 1 billion 
streams.

“Into You” appears on Grande’s 
album Dangerous Woman, re-
leased in June 2016. The song’s 
music video shows Grande get 
close to a love interest in the 
desert.

Grande released her sixth stu-
dio album, Positions, in October 
2020. Her most recent single, 
“Save Your Tears (Remix)” with 
The Weeknd, was released in 
April 2021.

Ariana Grande had a sixth song, her 2016 single “Into You,” reach 
1 billion streams on Spotify. File Photo by Jim Ruymen/UPI

‘Borat’ director’s 10-year project 
coming to Peacock

By Fred Topel 
UPI

Peacock announced 
it has ordered the Unti-
tled Jason Woliner Proj-
ect straight to series. 
The Borat: Subsequent 
Moviefilm director has 
already begun working 
on the series.

The announcement 
reveals that Woliner 
has been filming for 10 
years already. The show 
promises to combine 
fact and fiction like the 
Borat films do, and pres-
ent “jaw-dropping new 

twists” along the way.
Peacock did not an-

nounce cast or subjects 

for the series yet. Seth 
Rogen and Evan Gold-
berg are executive pro-

ducing Woliner’s series.
Additional execu-

tive producers include 
James Weaver, Loreli 
Alani, Megan Ellison, 
Michael Sagol and Bert 
Hamelinck.

Prior to Borat, Wo-
liner directed comedy 
series like Human Gi-
ant, Eagleheart, Na-
than for You, and The 
Last Man on Earth. 
Wol iner  and Sacha 
Baron Cohen filmed 
the Borat  sequel  in 
secret  and Amazon 
released it in October 
of 2020.

Jason Woliner’s 10 years in the making project 
is coming to Peacock. Photo courtesy of Jos-
celynne Feinstein

‘Upload’: Amazon renews sci-fi 
dramedy for Season 3

By Annie Martin 
UPI

Upload will return 
for a third season.

Ama z on  Stu d i o s 
said in a press release 
Wednesday that it re-
newed the sci-fi com-
edy-drama series for 
Season 3.

Upload is created by 
Greg Daniels (The Of-
fice, Parks and Recre-
ation) and stars Robbie 
Amell, Andy Allo, Al-
legra Edwards, Zain-
ab Johnson and Kevin 
Bigley. The series takes 
place in the near fu-
ture, where humans can 
choose to be “uploaded” 
into a virtual afterlife.

Amell plays Nathan 
Brown, a  computer 
programmer who dies 
and and is uploaded to 
the expensive Lakeview 
community. The char-
acter bonds with his 
customer service rep 
Nora (Allo) while strug-
gling with his girlfriend 
Ingrid (Edwards).

“In Season Two, Na-
than is at a crossroads 
in his (after) life: His 
ex-girlfriend Ingrid has 
unexpectedly arrived 
to Lakeview hoping to 
strengthen their rela-
tionship, but his heart 
still secretly yearns for 
his customer service 
angel, Nora,” an official 
synopsis reads.

“Meanwhile, Nora is 
off the grid and involved 
with the anti-tech rebel 
group ‘The Ludds.’ Sea-
son Two is packed with 
new near-future con-
cepts, including Lakev-
iew’s newest in-app dig-
ital baby program called 
‘prototykes’ and other 
satirical glimpses of the 
technological advances 
and headaches to come.”

Upload originally 
premiered on Amazon 
Prime Video in May 
2020. Season 2 was re-
leased in March and 
has remained a Top 10 
series on Amazon Prime 
Video since.

“I’m thrilled to con-
tinue the story of Nathan 
and Nora and the other 
residents of Lakeview 
and near-future Ameri-
ca as they try to have fun 
and do the right thing in 
both the real and virtual 
worlds,” Daniels said.

Amazon Prime Video 
has yet to announce a 
premiere date for Sea-
son 3.


