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STARS MOURN MICHAEL  
K. WILLIAMS: ‘ONE OF A KIND’

Michael K. Williams arrives for the 71st annual Primetime Emmy Awards in September 2019. Stars mourned 
Williams on social media after the actor died at the age of 54. File Photo by Christine Chew/UPI

By Wade Sheridan
UPI

Stars and filmmakers such as 
Wendell Pierce, Joel McHale, Spike 
Lee, Ava DuVernay and more paid 
tribute to actor Michael K. Williams 
on social media following his death.

Williams’ family announced the 
actor’s death at the age of 54 on Mon-
day. He was found dead in the living 
room of his Brooklyn apartment, 
according to reports.

Williams was best known for star-
ring in The Wire, Boardwalk Empire, 
12 Years a Slave, The Night Of, Love-
craft Country and more.

“The depth of my love for this 
brother, can only be matched by the 
depth of my pain learning of his loss. 
A immensely talented man with the 
ability to give voice to the human 
condition portraying the lives of those 
whose humanity is seldom elevated 
until he sings their truth,” Pierce, who 

See WILLIAMS, page 4

Federal COVID-19 aid lifted 
12M in U.S. out of poverty 

in 2020, report says
By Clyde Hughes

UPI
Large-scale stimulus efforts, 

including direct payments to 
millions of Americans, by the 
government last year in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic 
helped lift almost 12 million 
people out of poverty, according 
to figures published Tuesday by 
the Census Bureau.

The bureau noted the changes 
in its Current Population Survey 
Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement.

According to Census figures, 
the official U.S. poverty rate in 
2020 actually increased one per-
centage point to 11.4%, amount-
ing to 37.2 million people.

Amazon lists 125,000 new 
jobs in U.S. with average 

pay of $18 per hour
By Zarrin Ahmed

UPI

Online retailer Amazon an-
nounced Tuesday that it has 
125,000 new job openings in hun-
dreds of U.S. cities and towns with 
an average starting wage of $18 
per hour.

Many of the jobs are in fulfilling 

Amazon orders and delivery trans-
portation.

The company said some of the 
jobs in certain locations will pay 
$22.50 per hour -- which is equiv-
alent to about $46,000 per year for 
a full-time employee.

“The company also provides 

See AID, page 4 See AMAZON, page 4
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What signals economic recovery
By Armstrong Williams

UPI
One thing we know for 

sure from the COVID-19 
pandemic is that it has had 
and continues to have a 
lasting impact globally, as 
well as on the U.S. economy 
and job market. Despite 
over 18 months of hardship, 
the stock markets have 
miraculously continued to 
move upward, indicating 
a renewed confidence in 
our economic recovery by 
investors both domestic 
and abroad. In other words, 
people not only want to 
see America win but they 
also believe that America 
can win. In fact, the mar-
kets have hit record highs, 
surging 100% from where 
they were at the start of the 
pandemic. Although there 
has been some recent lag 
due to the COVID delta 
variant, the markets have, 
for the most part, remained 
consistently strong.

Despite these trends 
from the markets that sig-
nal economic recovery, 
strength and renewed in-
terest from investors, the 
most significant concern 
that hasn't been discussed 
enough by mainstream 
media outlets is the num-
ber of Americans who 
are refusing to go back to 
work.

That's right, you heard 
exactly what I said: There 
are millions of Americans 
who refuse to go back 
to work after months of 
receiving financial bene-

fits from the government. 
Many people who are col-
lecting government ben-
efits can earn more mon-
ey by collecting benefits 
rather than by going back 
to work.

If people can earn more 
by collecting government 

assistance, 
t h e y ' r e 
likely not 
go i ng  t o 
g o  b a c k 
to  work . 
W h y 
w o u l d 
they when 
t he y  c an 
earn more 
sitt ing at 

home? The government 
is effectively weakening 
our workplace which, if 
allowed to continue, will 
have grave repercussions 
on the economy's ability 
to continue to recover. 
The unemployment rate 
has decreased not because 
more people are going 
back to work but because 
people just aren't looking.

In order for the United 
States to truly and sus-
tainably recover from the 
pandemic, it is imperative 
that we get people back 
to work. It 's important 
that companies are able 
to resume operations as 
normal while taking com-
monsense precautions to 
keep their workers safe. 
On its current trajectory, 
the United States is slowly 
being converted into a 
socialist country where 

people rely on government 
benefits and handouts, 
with hard work becom-
ing a thing of the past. 
The government is slowly 
transforming itself into a 
nanny state where people 
who are unwilling to work 
can rely on the government 
for their livelihood.

In the wake of the pan-
demic, the responsibility of 
the U.S. government is not 
to provide payout benefits 
indefinitely. Those safety 
nets that came into frui-
tion during the pandemic 
were merely to help people 
stay afloat during difficult 
times, and now that the 
country is turning around, 
it's time for those safety 
nets to end. Unfortunately, 
the opposite seems to be 
happening as companies 
have complained and ad-
vertised about their in-
ability to hire people, or 
worse, people will accept 
a job, work for a few days 
or a week and then stop 
showing up.

Clearly, there are peo-
ple who have used the 
pandemic as an excuse 
not to get back to work, 
but at what point do we 
mandate that people return 
to normalcy? Realistically, 
we can't go on another 18 
months giving out gov-
ernment supplements; this 
financial toll is quickly 
becoming unsustainable. 
There are restaurant and 
other small business own-
ers missing out on selling 
products because they're 

understaffed. People are no 
longer willing to work and 
are too selfish or unwill-
ing to realize the lasting 
impact they're having on 
local economies.

People everywhere are 
complaining about not 
having money, not being 
able to pay their rent and 
not being able to pay for ba-
sic necessities. But if these 
same people were willing 
to go back to work, many 
of those problems would be 
solved. The reality is simple: 
The U.S. economy is not out 
of the hot seat yet. In order 
to continue to strongly re-
cover, it is important that 
we incentivize people to get 
back to work by any means 
necessary.

There was once a time 
in America where the idea 
of work, regardless of how 
big or how small, was a 
badge of honor. To work 
and make an honest day's 
living was about having 
pride, dignity and self-re-
spect. Unfortunately, today 
we are surely seeing those 
values erased right before 
our very eyes. Instead of 
creating driven, hardwork-
ing Americans, we're see-
ing a generation of beggars, 
whiners and complainers. 
This can't be the next story 
in our American journey 
if the American dream is 
to persist. However, if we 
don't change the current 
dynamic, it will be, and 
this will be a moment in 
history that we will come 
to regret.

U.S. is drifting from national  
state of cohesion

By Harlan Ullman
UPI

Every country, whether 
a vast superpower of its 
time or a tiny state in an in-
accessible part of the globe, 
suffers hardships, chaos 
and depression -- psycho-
logical and economic -- as 
well as good times.

The United States was 
born from revolution. It 
suffered numerous eco-
nomic depressions and 
recessions; a civil war; acts 
of terror as old as the na-
tion; pandemics; too many 
lost wars; assassinations; 
and four impeachments of 
its presidents, one twice. 
Indeed, a sitting vice pres-
ident was tried and acquit-
ted of treason. Another 
aspirant ran for the slot 
while in prison.

America slaughtered 
thousands of its original 
inhabitants as it moved 
West, gobbling up lands 
all the way to the Pacific; 
persecuted Germans, Ital-
ians, Jews, Poles and other 
Eastern Europeans in the 
mid-19th century, as well as 
Chinese and interning over 
100,000 Japanese during 
World War II. It arrested 
without due process tens 
of thousands during the 
1918-20 "red scares" and 
labor riots when the nation 
was attacked by a handful 
of terrorist letter bombs, 
all during the Spanish flu 
pandemic and a world war. 
And treatment of its Black 
and Brown citizens has 
never reached full equality 
with its White population.

For all that and more re-
pressive behavior, America 
had managed to remain for 
the most part "the shin-
ing city on the hill" and 
the democratic oasis that 
attracted so many souls 
"yearning to be free." Yet, 
today, and despite its his-
tory of good and bad, one 
wonders if this is the same 
America as it has been for 
centuries? Or has historic 
amnesia erased recollec-
tions and memories of 
incidents that meant what 
this country has stood for 
and thus left us with the 
detritus of today's life?

Divisions have always 
existed. So, too, have the 
scars of partisanship and 
polarization been evident. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt may 
have mesmerized 60% of 
the public. But the bulk 
of the other 40% detested 
him, perhaps more than 
many have detested more 
recent presidents. Before 
Pearl Harbor, America 
First reigned, and the na-
tion steered clear of war in 
spite of Roosevelt's maneu-
vering to join the allies in 
Europe.

But perhaps since Sept. 
11, 2001, the nation has 
begun a more palpable 
metamorphosis or seri-
ous erosion of a national 
sense of cohesion, a steep 
progression from the mis-
trust and distrust that has 
been accumulating like 
bad cholesterol within the 
public for its government 
and governors originating 
with the Vietnam War and 
Watergate simply spilled 

over. That Americans not 
only do not trust but now 
mistrust government, es-
pecially in Washington, 
may be the virus of this 
malaise that has infected 
politics as COVID-19 has 
the public.

Preferences for par-
ticular political parties 
can identify citizens as 
conservative or liberal; 
progressive or socialist; 
proponent of big or small-
er government; certain 
foreign policy; and other 
legitimate issues. But po-
litical parties cannot be 
the basis for being pro- or 
anti-vaccination, masking 
and social distancing or 
any other subject that de-
serves no place in partisan 
politics. Yet, politics have 
taken a 1984-like embrace 
to become all consuming 
and, unlike in George Or-
well's future, all dividing.

While walking our dog, 
it is extraordinary how 
few people are seen wear-
ing masks, even though 
Tuesday  over  200 ,000 
COVID-19 cases and 2,100 
deaths were reported. At 
that rate, the nation could 
reach 800,000 deaths be-
fore Thanksgiving. Is this 
the mark of a serious na-
tion, when many of one 
party can still argue that 
the right not to be vacci-
nated or to wear a mask 
trumps the public good?

Ttest this logic a bit fur-
ther. On that basis, should 
anyone pay income tax if 
they believe it is the right 
to protest incompetent 
government by withhold-

ing funding. Can indi-
viduals not do that with 
recalcitrant employees not 
honoring their contract? 
Or why should one register 
for Selective Service?

If a war comes, is it not 
my right to protest it by not 
joining in a conflict with 
which I disagree? And of 
course this logic can be 
taken to even more reduc-
tio ad absurdum lengths. 
The tragedy is that there 
does not appear any way 
out of this vicious spiral 
of discontent and disagree-
ment.

Perhaps age brings cer-
tain reservations. But the 
actions of the Texas Legis-
lature in passing the new 
anti-abortion law; Con-
gress attempting to raise 
corporate taxes to levels 
that could kill competi-
tiveness while ignoring the 
revenues companies remit 
to government; refusal to 
accept the 2020 election; 
and the botched Afghani-
stan withdrawal and what 
that implies about Ameri-
can incompetence and bad 
leadership are deafening 
alarms. But who is listen-
ing?

Harlan Ullman is senior 
adviser at Washington, 
D.C.'s Atlantic Council, 
the prime author of "shock 
and awe" and author of 
the upcoming book "The 
Fifth Horseman and the 
New MAD: How Massive 
Attacks of Disruption Be-
came the Looming Exis-
tential Danger to a Divided 
Nation and the World at 
Large."

Peril for Afghan 
allies left behind 

shows incompetent 
refugee system

By Shelley Inglis
UPI

President Joe Biden has hailed the end of the U.S. 
engagement in Afghanistan as a historic achievement, 
with 120,000 people evacuated by air.

Behind the widely viewed scenes of chaos at the 
Hamid Karzai International Airport, a massive effort 
of volunteers and nongovernmental organizations 
used social media to help identify, locate and advo-
cate for Afghans desperate to leave the country, using 
social media. It has been characterized as a "digital 
Dunkirk" -- in reference to the mass evacuation of 
Allied soldiers by sea during World War II.

Nonetheless, the president and his administration 
have weathered considerable criticism about the ex-
ecution of the long-planned withdrawal, much of it 
focused on the complex and frustrating process for 
Afghan allies who needed visas in order to leave the 
country and head to the United States.

In mid-July, U.S. Embassy staff in Kabul raised the 
alarm about the Taliban's advances, recommending 
that the administration take action to speed up the 
protection of Afghan allies by granting them what's 
called a "special immigrant visa," also known as the 
SIV.

Had the visa process worked better, more Afghan 
allies might have been able to flee possible deadly 
retaliation by the Taliban.

"The SIV program is obviously not designed to 
accommodate what we just did, in evacuating over 
100,000 people," U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd 
Austin explicitly acknowledged in a press conference 
at the end of the airlift.

And the perilous situation of Afghans who want to 
flee now, but can't, is a reminder that populations face 
terrible danger in conflict zones across the globe -- but 
aren't able to make their way to safety in other countries.

Refugee protection
SIVs allow Afghan and Iraqi interpreters and trans-

lators for the U.S. military whose work "placed a target 
on their backs" to come live in America.

In 2009, a distinct Afghan SIV program was estab-
lished by the United States and was originally designed 
to provide 7,500 visas over five years. The quota does 
not include family members who are entitled to come 
to the United States.

For years, advocates have raised concerns about se-
rious delays with processing visas -- up to 3 ½ years at 
one point. Some advocacy groups even sued the federal 
government to break the logjam.

With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Trump 
administration slowed the review process even more. That 
move was part of a larger policy to allow fewer refugees 
into the country.

Question of planning
A backlog of 17,000 cases in the Afghan SIV 

program faced the Biden administration in January. 
Throughout the spring, advocates urged the admin-
istration to take more urgent steps to expand the 
program's focus and get Afghan allies to the United 
States faster and in greater numbers.

It was not until mid-July that Operation Allies 
Refuge was launched by Biden to evacuate SIV 
applicants who were in later stages of the process.

By the end of July, Congress authorized the 
approval of 8,000 additional visas for the appli-
cants, waived the onerous pre-approval medical 
examination requirements and removed other 
restrictions. In early August, the administration 
expanded protection to a larger category of people 
-- known as "P2" -- such as those who worked for 
nongovernmental organizations and media outlets 
in Afghanistan supported by the United States.
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starred on The Wire, said on 
Twitter.

“Shocked and saddened 

by the death of Michael K. 
Williams. One of the nic-
est brothers on the planet 
with the biggest heart. 
An amazing actor and 
soul. May you RIP. God 
bless,” fellow Wire star 
Isiah Whitlock Jr. said on 

Twitter.
“Too gutted right now 

to say all that ought to be 
said. Michael was a fine 
man and a rare talent and 
on our journey together he 
always deserved the best 
words. And today those 
words won’t come,” Wire 
creator David Simon said 
on Twitter.

“Damn. Just damn. Mr. 
Williams was such a Good, 
kind, wonderful man. He 
was so funny on Commu-

nity and, of course, an actor 
for the ages,” Community 
star McHale said on Twitter.

“Our Brother Passed 
Away Today In His Home, 
Da People’s Republic Of 
Brook lyn.  I ’m Shook. 
Drinking A Bottle Of Ital-
ian Red Wine-Brunello 
Di Montalcino By Myself. 
Our Greats Are Leaving 
Us Left And Right. GOD 
BLESS,” Lee said on Insta-
gram alongside a photo of 
himself watching a basket-

ball game with Williams.
“Maya Angelou once 

said, your legacy lives on 
in every life you touch. 
You, brother, touched many. 
Through your personal in-
teractions big and small, 
through your communi-
ty activism, through your 
struggles, through your 
triumphs, through your 
glorious work. You moved 
many. You moved me. What 
you doubted in life, be cer-
tain of now, dear brother. Be 

certain. You were a flash of 
love - now gone. But never 
forgotten,” DuVernay, who 
worked with Williams on 
When They See Us said on 
Instagram alongside multi-
ple photos of the actor.

“An original. One of a 
kind. No one like him,” 
Community star Yvette 
Nicole Brown said on Ins-
tagram alongside a broken 
heart emoji and a photo of 
herself posing with Wil-
liams.

Williams
continued from page 1

However, the poverty 
figure doesn’t account for 
“supplemental poverty mea-
sures,” which include gov-
ernment programs designed 
to help low-income families 
and individuals with provi-
sions like child support and 
food stamps.

Other income also in-
cluded stimulus payments 
and other economic re-
lief packages, like the one 
passed by Congress in 
March 2020 in response to 
COVID-19.

“In 2020, the overall 
[supplemental poverty 

measure] rate was 9.1%,” 
the report said. “This was 
2.6 percentage points lower 
than the 2019 rate.”

The bureau said the rate 
last year was 2.3 points low-
er than the official poverty 
rate of 11.4%.

“This is the first time 
in the history of the SPM 
where poverty is lower using 
the SPM than the official 
poverty rate.”

In its report, the Census 
Bureau said the direct stim-

ulus payments alone lifted 
11.7 million Americans 
above the poverty line.

Social Security, it added, 
also played a critical role 
and helped 26.5 million 
people in the United States 
in 2020.

Without the govern-
ment’s relief efforts, the 
report said, the U.S. poverty 
rate would have been close 
to 13%.

“There were 11 states 
plus the District of Co-

lumbia for which SPM 
rates were higher than 
official poverty rates, 30 
states with lower rates, 
and nine states for which 
the differences were not 
statistically significant,” 
the bureau said.

Congress passed two 
direct stimulus payments 
to millions of Americans in 
2020. The first in March was 
$1,200 for most recipients 
and the second in Decem-
ber was $600.

Aid
continued from page 1

Lawmakers display the $2.2 trillion CARES Act at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., on 
March 27, 2020 in Washington, D.C. The stimulus bill provided direct payments to Ameri-
cans struggling due to the COVID-19 pandemic. File Photo by Stefani Reynolds/UPI

full-time employees with 
c ompre h e ns ive  b e n e -
fits from day one, worth 
an additional $3.50 per 
hour,” Amazon said in a 
statement. “They include 
health, vision, and dental 

insurance, 401(k) with 
50% company match, up 
to 20 weeks paid parental 
leave.”

The new openings are in 
addition to the 40,000 the 
company listed earlier this 
month for corporate and 
technology posts.

Amazon also said it’s 
offering a $3,000 sign-on 
bonus in some locations.

Amazon said it’s opened 
more than 250 fulfillment 
centers, sorting centers and 
delivery stations in 2021. 
Many are in Arizona, where 
the company plans to hire 
7,500 workers.

The company announced 
last week that it will begin 
paying full college tuition 
for qualifying employees 
beginning in January.

Amazon
continued from page 1

Biden expands program to 
reunite Central American 

minors with parents in U.S.
By Darryl Coote

UPI

The Biden administra-
tion announced Monday 
that starting Tuesday it will 
accept new applications to 
bring minors from Central 
American countries into 
the United States as it seeks 
to expand an Obama-era 
program that was shuttered 
under former President 
Donald Trump.

“We are firmly commit-
ted to welcoming people 
to the United States with 
humanity and respect, and 
reuniting families,” the 
Departments of State and 
Homeland Security said in a 
joint statement announcing 
the expansion of the Central 
American Minors program. 
“We are delivering on our 
promise to promote safe, 
orderly and humane migra-
tion from Central America 
through this expansion of 
legal pathways to seek hu-
manitarian protection in the 
United States.”

The Central American 
Minors program, or CAM, 
was terminated by Trump 
in 2017, but was resumed 
in March amid President 
Joe Biden’s push to undo 
the immigration policy of 
his predecessor and a surge 
of undocumented minors 

being held at U.S. Border 
Patrol facilities.

The plan — which is 
part of Biden’s approach to 
reduce the strain of irreg-
ular migration on the U.S. 
border — was to reunite 
some 3,000 children from 
El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras with their parents 
legally in the United States 
whose applications were 
approved but shelved when 
the program was canceled.

In June, phase two of the 
program began with ex-
panding eligibility to allow 
parents and legal guardians 
who have pending applica-
tions or U visa petitions to 
apply through the U.S. Refu-

gee Admissions Program to 
reunite with their children. 
However, new applications 
had not yet been accepted, 
according to the program’s 
website.

On Monday, the State 
Department and the De-
partment of Homeland 
Security said new applica-
tions will be accepted from 
Tuesday.

“A greater number of 
qualifying individuals now 
have access to this pro-
gram,” the departments 
said, adding that through 
last month resettlement 
support center partners un-
derwent training to support 
families during the process.

The Biden administration has expanded its Central Ameri-
can Minors program in order to reunite children with par-
ents legally residing in the United States. File Photo by Ari-
ana Drehsler/UPI
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Daily Drum Media/Moore’s BBQ Restaurant 
job fair a success

Greenvil le  — Can a 
jobs fair be a celebration? 
Well, we saw the job fair 
and celebration, come to-
gether and showcase city 
and county growth, the re-
opening of businesses after 
COVID shut-downs and 
how growth and reopening 
are producing jobs!!! It was 
a fun-filled atmosphere 
Saturday, August 28th, with 
food, games, speakers, em-
ployers, employees, city of-
ficials and job seekers! Over 
two hundred applicants left  

with a new job and possible 
career on the horizon .

We saw dozens of em-
ployer’s network with job 
seekers who could just be-
come their next hires. They 
represented a strong surplus 
of jobs in various industries 
here in Greenville and were 
eager to have job seekers 
complete their applications. 
And, job seekers, on the 
other hand, came search-
ing a career change, while 
others came just in hopes 
of finding a job!

The successful “Street 
Summit Jobs Fair” held be-
tween 1:00pm and 6:00pm, 
at J. H. Rose High School 
gymnasium was hosted by 
Daily Drum Media and 
Moore’s BBQ Restaurant. It 
opened with speakers giving 
the City’s jobs and work-
force landscapes. WITN-
TV presented its internship 
program, Pitt Community 
College spoke of its various 
career focused programs 
and the City of Greenville 
shared information about 

their job openings and var-
ious entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities.

Although masks and 
social distancing were re-
quired, it really was a fun-
filled atmosphere. Music 
was provided by a local DJ; 
Brown & Wood GMC made 
sure that pizza didn’t run 
out. Prizes of bikes, school 
supplies, toys and other fun 
gifts, donated by Walmart 
and other local businesses, 

were won and announced 
throughout the day.

Event speakers included: 
Ms. Ann Floyd Huggins, 
Chair, Greenville Board 
of Commissioners; Mr. 
James Tripp Jr., Member, 
Pitt County Board of Educa-
tion; Mr. Farris Dixon, Pitt 
County District Attorney; 
Representative Brian Far-
kas, NC House, District 9; 
Dr. Ernis Lee, Assistant Vice 
President of Community 

Outreach, Pitt Community 
College; Denisha Harris, 
Financial Services Manager, 
City of Greenville.

Some of the employers in 
attendance were: Clean Eats, 
Logan’s Roadhouse, Morgan 
Printer’s, Phelps Chevrolet, 
Curtis Media Group, Brown 
& Wood GMC, Union Bank, 
Walmart, Trillium, Victra,  
Moore’s BBQ,!PGV Airport, 
The Juicy Crab, State Farm 
and many others. 

Daily Drum Media/Moore’s BBQ Restaurant job fair

WIC Lenoir County
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Denver Broncos WR Jerry Jeudy to miss  
4-6 weeks due to high ankle sprain

By Connor Grott
UPI

Denver Broncos wide re-
ceiver Jerry Jeudy is expect-
ed to miss multiple games 
because of a high ankle 
sprain, the team announced 
Monday.

League sources told 
ESPN, NFL Media and the 
Denver Post that Jeudy will 
miss four to six weeks due to 
the ankle issue. He suffered 
the injury during the third 
quarter of the Broncos’ 27-
13 win over the New York 
Giants on Sunday.

Broncos head coach Vic 
Fangio told reporters after 
Sunday’s victory that an 
initial exam on Jeudy’s right 
ankle revealed no fracture. 
Fangio confirmed Monday 
that a subsequent MRI on 

the ankle showed the sprain.
“He’s definitely got a high 

ankle sprain. Everything 
else checked out good,” 
Fangio said. “He’s going to 
miss some time.”

The Broncos could opt 
to move Jeudy to injured 
reserve in the coming days 
and move him back to 
the active roster once he 
is cleared to return, but 
Fangio said he hadn’t dis-
cussed that option with 
general manager George 
Paton yet.

Jeudy led the Broncos 
with 72 receiving yards 
Sunday despite playing just 
31 snaps against the Giants.

Fangio said he expects 
Courtland Sutton, K.J. 
Hamler and Tim Patrick to 
receive the bulk of the work 
without Jeudy in the lineup.

Denver Broncos wide receiver Jerry Jeudy (L), shown Oct. 18, 2020, suffered the ankle injury during Sunday’s win over the 
New York Giants. File Photo by CJ Gunther

The Community Energy Center, a cooperative with the National Newspaper Publishers Association and National Association of Hispanic Publications 
Media, will provide information and perspectives on the integral role of the energy sector in daily life for American families in a wide range of communities.

COMMUNITY
ENERGY CENTER

America Runs on  
Reliable, Affordable,  
and Cleaner Energy

Keep This Vital  
Resource Accessible

Public officials should not  
diminish this vital resource.

As energy demand grows post-pandemic, public officials 
are making decisions that might affect your access to 
safe, affordable and reliable energy. Heat waves and 

storms are testing America’s energy needs – we cannot 
take this energy for granted.

To learn more about how energy helps your 
community, visit CommunityEnergyCenter.org
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ARNOLD LEE BAKER JR
ASSAULT BY STANGULATION — FELONY
SECOND DEGREE KIDNAPPING — FELONY
BREAK/ENTER TERRORIZE/INJURE — FELONY

STEPHANIE JEAN HULON
FTA-POSSESS HEROIN — FELONY
FTA-POSSESS DRUG PARAPHERNALIA — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-MISDEMEANOR LARCENY — MISDEMEANOR

DIANGELO MIKEL WOOTEN
TRAFFICKING COCAINE — FELONY
PWISD COCAINE — FELONY
POSS. STOLEN FIREARM — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY

DUSTIN WILLIAM CAMPBELL
FELONY LARCENY — FELONY
FTA-SPEEDING —MISDEMEANOR
BREAKING AND OR ENTERING — FELONY
OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY

NAKYA RENEE HARRIS
ROBBERY WITH DANGEROUS WEAPON — FELONY
CONSP ROBBERY WITH DANGRS WEAPON — FELONY

ROBERT BENJAMIN STYONS
FIRST DEGREE STATUTORY RAPE — FELONY
FIRST DEGREE STATUTORY SEX OFF — FELONY
INDECENT LIBERTIES WITH CHILD — FELONY

QWAINLET LEMONT MONTEZ EDWARDS
ATTEMPTED FIRST DEGREE MURDER — FELONY
AWDWIKISI — FELONY
POSSESSION OF FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY

DOMINIC RAY POWELL
FTA-FORGERY OF INSTRUMENT — FELONY
FTA-UTTERING FORGED INSTRUMENT — FELONY
FTA-BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY

SHANE ISAAC ANDREWS
PV FLEE/ELUDE ARREST W/MV — FELONY
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Former 49ers, Saints LB 
Parys Haralson dies at 37

By Connor Grott
UPI

Former San Francisco 
49ers and New Orleans 
Saints linebacker Parys 
Haralson died Monday. He 
was 37.

The 49ers announced 
the death of Haralson on 
social media, but no further 
details were provided.

“The 49ers are heart-
broken and shocked by 
the news of Parys’ tragic 
passing,” the team said in a 
statement. “Parys was a be-

loved member of our orga-
nization that lived life with 
an extraordinary amount 
of passion and joy while 
leaving an indelible mark 
on everyone he came across. 
We extend our condolences 
to Parys’ family and loves 
ones.”

The 49ers selected Haral-
son in the fifth round of the 
2006 NFL Draft out of the 
University of Tennessee. 
He played for the franchise 
from 2006-12, later spend-
ing two seasons with the 
Saints (2013-14).

In 118 career games 
with the Niners and Saints, 
Haralson recorded 267 to-
tal tackles, 28 sacks, three 
forced fumbles, five fumble 
recoveries and five passes 
defensed.

After his retirement, 
Haralson served as the 
49ers’ director of player 
engagement for two years. 
In that role, he was tasked 
with “engaging, educating 
and empowering players 
to reach their full poten-
tial both on and off the 
field.”

252-355-5588 www.morganprinters.com

Business Cards • Letterhead Envelopes • Signs 
• Banners • Vehicles Wraps • Books •  Magazines 
  Apparel • Name Badges • Promotional Items
and More!

Call Morgan Printers Inc. for all of your printing needs!

“If you can put ink on it, Call Us First!” 

752-6956

Your Local Stocking Distributor of Chemicals, Janitorial Supplies & Equipment
Serving Eastern North Carolina Since 1978. Free Delivery

Visit our Showroom at
3001 JONES PARK RD.

Off US Hwy 264 across from Agri Supply
www.exselindustries.embarqspace.com

EXSEL INDUSTRIES, INC.

The Daily Drum MEDIA GROUP

The Beat of The City

www.DailyDrumMedia.com
dailydrummedia

@papperbouy

Read Online!

Celebrating Over 32 Years 
In The Community
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Penelope Cruz, Jane Campion 
honored at Venice Film Festival

By Karen Butler
UPI

The Happening — directed by Audrey 
Diwan — won the Golden Lion for Best 
Feature at the Venice Film Festival Sat-
urday.

The Silver Lion Grand Jury Prize went 
to The Hand of God, helmed by Paolo 
Sorrentino, and its star, Filippo Scotti, 
earned the accolade for Best Young Actor 
or Actress.

Jane Campion received the Silver 
Lion for Best Director for her work on 
The Power of the Dog, Penelope Cruz 
won the Best Actress statuette for her 
performance in Pedro Almodovar’s 
Parallel Mothers and the Best Actor 
honor was presented to John Arcilla for 
his role in Erik Matti’s On the Job: The 
Missing 8.

Maggie Gyllenhaal went home with 
the trophy for Best Screenplay for The 
Lost Daughter.

Disney to release remainder of 2021 
films in theaters before streaming

By Karen Butler
UPI

Disney said the remain-
der of its 2021 slate of films 
will have exclusive 45-day 
theatrical release windows 
before they move to stream-
ing.

The studio released sev-
eral of its films — including 
Cruella, Raya and the Last 
Dragon and Black Widow 
— on Disney+ the same 
day they opened in theaters 
earlier this year.

The movies Disney will 
release in theaters first going 
forward include: The Last 
Duel on Oct. 15, Ron’s Gone 
Wrong on Oct. 22, Eternals 
on Nov. 5, Encanto on Nov. 
24, West Side Story on Dec. 
10 and The King’s Man on 
Dec. 22.

“Following the tremen-
dous box office success of 
our summer films which 
included five of the top 
eight domestic releases of 
the year, we are excited to 
update our theatrical plans 

for the remainder of 2021,” 
Kareem Daniel — chair-
man of Disney media and 
entertainment distribution 
-- said in a statement Friday.

“As confidence in mov-
iegoing continues to im-
prove, we look forward to 
entertaining audiences in 
theaters, while maintaining 
the flexibility to give our Dis-
ney+ subscribers the gift of 
Encanto this holiday season.”

Encanto  wi l l  b eg in 
streaming on Disney+ Dec. 
24.

Beyonce teases new music
By Annie Martin

UPI

Beyoncé says new music 
is coming soon.

The 39-year-old singer 
confirmed in the September 
issue of Harper’s Bazaar 
that she is working on her 
first solo album in over five 
years.

Beyoncé released her 
sixth studio album, Lem-
onade, in April 2016. She 
released the collaborative 
album Everything is Love 
with her husband, Jay Z, 
in June 2018, and curated 
the soundtrack The Lion 
King: The Gift, released in 
July 2019.

In the interview, Be-
yoncé said she’s ready to 
create again following the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
national conversations 
about racial injustice.

“With all the isolation and 
injustice over the past year, 
I think we are all ready to 
escape, travel, love and laugh 
again,” she said. “I feel a renais-
sance emerging, and I want 
to be part of nurturing that 
escape in any way possible.”

Beyoncé said she’s been 
working on her new album 
for a year and a half and is 
carefully creating its songs.

“Still, there’s nothing like 
the amount of love, passion, 
and healing that I feel in the 
recording studio.”

Screening 9/11: Films, TV series explore 
national, personal tragedies

By Karen Butler
UPI

 In the 20 years since the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks, TV and film 
artists have sought answers, cel-
ebrated heroes, mourned vic-
tims and comforted survivors in 
projects centered on that painful 
period in America’s history.

Here’s a rundown of some of 
the most highly acclaimed script-
ed dramatic works that came out 
of 9/11.

United 93 (2006)
Bloody Sunday and the Bourne 

franchise filmmaker Paul Green-
grass took a documentarian’s 
shaky-camera approach to faith-
fully tell the story of the passengers 
and crew who fought back against 
their hijackers and brought down 
Flight 93 in a Pennsylvania field, 
knowingly sacrificing their own 
lives in the hopes that no one on 
the ground would be harmed. No 
one was. Streaming now on Hulu, 
Amazon.

World Trade Center (2006)
Oliver Stone, who is famous 

for helming history-themed proj-

ects such as JFK, Nixon, W. and 
Snowden — dramatized the events 
of 9/11 in this harrowing, fact-
based film. Nicolas Cage and 
Michael Pena play Port Authority 
Police Sgt. John McLoughlin and 
police Officer Will Jimeno, who 
spent hours trapped under the 
twin towers of the World Trade 
Center before they became two 
of only about 20 people pulled 
from the rubble at Ground Zero. 
Streaming now on YouTube, 
Peacock, Netflix, Amazon and 
Paramount+.

Reign Over Me (2007)
Funnyman Adam Sandler takes 

on a rare dramatic role in this 
original work of fiction from 
writer-director and standup co-
median Mike Binder. Charlie is a 
doctor who gives up on life after 
his wife and daughters die on 9/11. 
Avengers actor Don Cheadle plays 
dentist Alan, the former college 
roommate with whom Charlie 
reconnects in his darkest hours. 
Streaming now on Hulu, Starz, 
Amazon.

Extremely Loud & Incredibly 

Close (2011)
Billy Elliot and The Hours film-

maker Stephen Daldry helmed 
this movie adaptation of Jonathan 
Safran Foer’s novel. The film fol-
lows an anxious young boy, who 
is grappling with the death of his 
father at the World Trade Center, 

and the various kind people he 
meets trying to solve a mystery 
his dad left behind. Pay-per-view 
on YouTube, Google Play, Vudu, 
Amazon.

Zero Dark Thirty (2012)
Shot by Oscar-winning The 

Hurt Locker director Kathryn 

Bigelow and penned by journal-
ist-screenwriter Mark Boal, the 
film stars Interstellar and It Chap-
ter Two actress Jessica Chastain as 
a CIA agent trying to track down 
al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden. 
The years-long hunt culminates 
with the successful 2011 Navy 
SEAL raid on a compound in Pa-
kistan and the infamous terrorist’s 
death. Streaming now on Hulu, 
Starz, Amazon.

The Walk (2015)
The Trial of the Chicago 7 

actor Joseph Gordon-Levitt plays 
Philippe Petit, a real-life highwire 
artist obsessed with walking a line 
between the double skyscrapers of 
the World Trade Center in 1974. 
He was arrested for his daredevil 
act, but the impressed building’s 
manager awarded him a lifetime 
pass to the WTC’s observation 
decks. Special effects wizard Rob-
ert Zemeckis filmed this in 3D to 
recreate the buildings and give the 
audience the stomach-churning 
experience of sharing the wire 
with Petit. Streaming now on 
Amazon.

Left to right, Tom Hanks, Thomas Horn, Sandra Bullock, Stephen Dald-
ry and Viola Davis, stars of 9/11 film “Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close,” arrive at the premiere in New York in 2011. File Photo by Laura 
Cavanaugh/UPI

PPE GIVE AWAY!
If you’re short on PPE (personal protection 

equipment such as mask, gloves, 
hand sanitizer, etc.)’ please call The Daily Drum 

at (252) 258-6827 for PPE supplies.



September 15-29, 2021 The Daily Drum10 www.dailydrummedia.com

www.dailydrummedia.com

From:  Don Bulluck Chevrolet

To:         
  You

While  pric
es are r

ising at 

other de
alerships

, our 

preowned
 inventor

y prices 

have bee
n lowered

 to pass

the savin
gs on to 

you, the 

consumer. 


