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SECRET RECORDING PLAYED AT OATH KEEPERS 
TRIAL CAPTURES ALLEGED PLANS ‘TO FIGHT’

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

A secret recording, played on the second 
day of the trial of five Oath Keepers members, 
appeared to support the government’s claim that 
the far-right group planned to bring weapons 
to Washington, D.C., and fight the transfer of 
presidential power, as defense attorneys argued 
the audio was mischaracterized.

“We’re not getting out of this without a 
fight. There’s going to be a fight,” Oath Keepers 

leader Stewart Rhodes, who is facing seditious 
conspiracy charges, said in the recording played 
in court on Tuesday. “But let’s just do it smart 
and let’s do it while President Trump is still 
commander in chief.”

The two-hour meeting, on Nov. 9, 2020, was 
secretly recorded by an attendee, according to 
FBI agent Michael Palian who said they sub-
mitted the tip in January and again in March 
of 2021 when the recording was turned over to 
authorities.

All five defendants, who also include Jessica 

Watkins, Kelly Meggs, Thomas Caldwell and 
Kenneth Harrelson, have pleaded not guilty to 
seditious conspiracy, a rarely used Civil War-
era charge that can be difficult to prove. The 
charge is the strongest to date, leveled in the 
riot, and carries a maximum sentence of 20 
years in prison.

“If the fight comes, let the fight come. Let 
Antifa go - if they go kinetic on us then we’ll 
go kinetic back on them. I’m willing to sacrifice 

Trump asks Supreme Court to intervene in legal 
battle over special master

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

Attorneys for former President 
Donald Trump asked the Supreme 
Court Tuesday to intervene in a 
legal battle over classified records 
seized during an FBI search at his 
Mar-a-Lago residence.

The emergency request asks 
the high court to overturn a lower 
court ruling and allow a special 
master to review more than 100 
documents marked as classified.

“The unprecedented circum-
stances presented by this case -- 
an investigation of the forty-fifth 
President of the United States by 
the administration of his political 
rival and successor -- compelled 
the District Court to acknowledge 
the significant need for enhanced 
vigilance and to order the appoint-
ment of a Special Master to ensure 
fairness, transparency and mainte-
nance of the public trust,” the court 

This photo that was included in a court filing submitted by the Department of Justice on August 30, 
2022, shows a collection of documents seized by the FBI on August 8th during execution of a search 
warrant on the Mar-a-Lago resort home of former President Donald Trump. Photo via Department of 
Justice/UPISee TRUMP, page 5

See TRIAL, page 3

In the state Senate, Davis has passed 90 pieces of legislation to  
expand healthcare access, fund our HBCUs, and lower utility rates.

In Congress he will keep fighting to:
• Lower prescription drug costs
• Expand Medicaid
• Defend the right to vote
• Fund our HBCUs
• Create high-paying American jobs

VOTE DON DAVIS FOR CONGRESS 
BY NOVEMBER 8
Don Davis is a former member of the U.S. Air Force. Use of his military rank, 
job titles, and photographs in uniform does not imply endorsement from the 
Department of Defense or the Department of the Air Force.



OPINION

Daily Drum Media Group
PO Box 965

Greenville, NC 27835
www.dailydrummedia.com

tdd@dailydrummediagroup.com
Roger Johnson............................................Publisher
Ben Johnson.......................................................CFO
Alishia Albrooks...............................Sales Consultant
George Ayino...................................Sales Consultant
Ben Ayino........................................Sales Consultant
Data Group.................................................Web Host
Jasmine Smith.......................Accounting Consultant
Restoration NewsMedia.....................Graphic Design       

                                         & Layout
THE DAILY DRUM IS PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY FOR $25.00 (PLUS TAX) PER YEAR BY 

THE DAILY DRUM MEDIA GROUP, P.O. BOX 965, GREENVILLE, NC 27835. 
PERIODICALS POSTAGE PAID AT GREENVILLE, NC. 

POSTMASTER: 
ADDRESS CHANGES TO THE DAILY DRUM, P.O. BOX 965, GREENVILLE, NC 27835.

More energy cutoffs 
may come with 
Vladimir Putin’s 

unpredictable actions
By Amy Myers Jaffe,  

Tufts University

Russia’s effort to conscript 300,000 reservists to counter 
Ukraine’s military advances in Kharkiv has drawn a lot of 
attention from military and political analysts. But there’s also 
a potential energy angle. Energy conflicts between Russia 
and Europe are escalating and likely could worsen as winter 
approaches.

One might assume that energy workers, who provide fuel 
and export revenue that Russia desperately needs, are too 
valuable to the war effort to be conscripted. So far, banking 
and information technology workers have received an official 
nod to stay in their jobs.

The situation for oil and gas workers is murkier, including 
swirling bits of Russian media disinformation about whether 
the sector will or won’t be targeted for mobilization. Either way, 
I expect Russia’s oil and gas operations to be destabilized by 
the next phase of the war.

The explosions that damaged the Nord Stream 1 and 2 
gas pipelines from Russia to Europe, and that may have been 
sabotage, are just the latest developments in this complex and 
unstable arena. As an analyst of global energy policy, I expect 
that more energy cutoffs could be in the cards -- either directly 
ordered by the Kremlin to escalate economic pressure on 
European governments or as a result of new sabotage, or even 
because shortages of trained Russian manpower as a result of 
conscription lead to accidents or stoppages.

Dwindling natural gas flows

Russia has significantly reduced natural gas shipments to 
Europe in an effort to pressure European nations who are siding 
with Ukraine. In May, the state-owned energy company Gaz-
prom closed a key pipeline that runs through Belarus and Poland.

In June, the company reduced shipments to Germany via 
the Nord Stream 1 pipeline, which has a capacity of 170 million 
cubic meters per day, to only 40 million cubic meters per day. 
A few months later, Gazprom announced that Nord Stream 
1 needed repairs and shut it down completely. Now U.S. and 
European leaders charge that Russia deliberately damaged 
the pipeline to further disrupt European energy supplies. The 
timing of the pipeline explosion coincided with the start up 
of a major new natural gas pipeline from Norway to Poland.

Russia has very limited alternative export infrastructure 
that can move Siberian natural gas to other customers, like 
China, so most of the gas it would normally be selling to Eu-
rope cannot be shifted to other markets. Natural gas wells in 
Siberia may need to be taken out of production, or shut in, in 
energy-speak, which could free up workers for conscription.

Restricting Russian oil profits

Russia’s call-up of reservists also includes workers from 
companies specifically focused on oil. This has led some sea-
soned analysts to question whether supply disruptions might 
spread to oil, either by accident or on purpose.

One potential trigger is the Dec. 5 deadline for the start of 
phase six of European Union energy sanctions against Russia. 
Confusion about the package of restrictions and how they will 
relate to a cap on what buyers will pay for Russian crude oil 
has muted market volatility so far. But when the measures go 
into effect, they could initiate a new spike in oil prices.

Under this sanctions package, Europe will completely stop 
buying seaborne Russian crude oil. This step isn’t as damaging 
as it sounds, since many buyers in Europe have already shifted 
to alternative oil sources.

Before Russia invaded Ukraine, it exported roughly 1.4 
million barrels per day of crude oil to Europe by sea, divided 
between Black Sea and Baltic routes. In recent months, Eu-
ropean purchases have fallen below 1 million barrels per day. 
But Russia has actually been able to increase total flows from 
Black Sea and Baltic ports by redirecting crude oil exports to 
China, India and Turkey.

The Second Amendment Puts Safety First
The Second Amend-

ment addressing the right 
of American citizens to 
bear arms is a touchy sub-
ject these days, but its effect 
on our daily lives cannot 
be overstated. Being able 
to protect ourselves in a 
world that is becoming 
more dangerous by the day 
is essential to survival. The 
right to arm oneself, wheth-
er the weapon is concealed 
or not, has become more 
important than ever.

Take a stroll through any 
big city and you’re likely 
to see a replay of what I 
witnessed recently in New 
York City: rampant home-
lessness, burgeoning crime 
and a proliferation of drug 
use. Feeling safe should be 
an inalienable right. But to-
day, that’s no longer a given 
in this country.

Instead, our cities are 
in a dangerous downward 
spiral. They are increasingly 
filthy, and crime rates are 
skyrocketing. Make no mis-
take about it, America and 
its people are at risk. Cities 
that used to be barometers 
for the American experi-
ence are now bastions of 
hellish disarray.

Go to San Francisco and 
you will see precisely what 
I mean. Shoeless drug ad-
dicts roam the streets like 
zombies in a trance, treat-
ing the streets like public 
toilets. Droves of homeless 
people shoot up heroin not 
in trash-littered back alleys 
but in plain sight on major 
roads. The gutters are filled 
with discarded syringes.

What we need to rectify 
this situation is more polic-
ing and enforcement of the 
rule of law. Until then, we 

are going the wrong direc-
tion by focusing upon gun 
control. We need to be in-
creasing funding to the po-
lice, not “defunding” them. 
And we need to ensure that 
law-abiding citizens are af-
forded their constitutional-
ly guaranteed right to bear 
arms. It’s an essential way 

f o r  m e n 
and wom-
en to pro-
tect them-
selves.

People 
ki l l  peo-
ple. Guns 
d o  n o t . 
And it is 
o b v i o u s 
that over-

regulating gun ownership 
will have zero effect on 
the estimated 400 million 
guns that are already in 
private circulation. Gun 
control simply cannot stop 
violence in this country, 
which is being caused by a 
crime-ridden society that is 
out of control.

Imagine that you are 
a small businessman in 
a big city rife with crime 
and short on cops. Imag-
ine how you might react 
if an armed robber burst 
into your store, pulled a 
gun and demanded cash. 
You could meekly hand 
the money over and put 
your fate in the hands of 
an armed criminal, hoping 
he doesn’t just decide to or-
phan your children. Or you 
could up the odds in your 
favor by defending yourself 
with a legally purchased 
and properly registered 
firearm.

In San Francisco, former 
District Attorney Chesa 

Boudin decided that the 
city would not be prose-
cuting thieves who stole, 
as long as their thievery 
fell beneath a certain price 
point. The initiative was 
announced publicly. The 
result of that ridiculous-
ness? Gangs of criminals 
breaking into stores.

Talk about throwing 
gasoline on a fire. We saw 
the videos of these shocking 
crime sprees posted online.

In this era of lawless-
ness, the best life insurance 
policy is one tucked into a 
holster. Should we be forced 
to choose a thug’s life or our 
own, we should have the 
means to make the right 
decision.

Gun control advocates 
like to point to the mayhem 
wreaked by mass shoot-
ings, especially in schools, 
which are a truly terrifying 
reality. But we know that 
the perpetrators of those 
horrors are often mentally 
ill people. I am not opposed 
to sensible steps to keep 
dangerous weapons out 
of the hands of the insane 
and the criminal -- but I am 
opposed to overreach by 
the government to prevent 
law-abiding and rational 
Americans from securing 
the firearms of their choice.

Gun violence deaths de-
tailed by Giffords Law Cen-
ter hype the numbers but 
fail to look at the hard truth: 
Gun deaths are caused by 
people who misuse guns, 
and stricter gun legisla-
tion would do little to stop 
those individuals who are 
compelled to use guns to 
commit crimes.

The sooner we recognize 
this truth and the sooner we 

recognize where our coun-
try is headed, the quicker 
we will come to the realiza-
tion that we truly must pro-
tect ourselves at all costs. 
Responsible gun owners 
know how to properly se-
cure their weapons away 
from children, and often 
train with professionals and 
carry with care.

Gun ownership by good 
people deters crime. Crimi-
nals may think twice about 
committing their attacks if 
they are forced to wonder 
if their victims are pack-
ing heat. As the saying 
goes, “If guns are outlawed, 
then only outlaws will have 
them.” What’s more, stricter 
gun laws make it more dif-
ficult for people to protect 
their homes and families, a 
growing concern in a day 
and age where fewer and 
fewer people want to be-
come police officers.

In addition, consider the 
reality. Police simply cannot 
protect everyone all the 
time. Response times may 
be short, but the window 
for self-preservation often 
occurs in mere moments.

A Pew Foundation re-
port found that 79% of 
male gun owners and 80% 
of female gun owners said 
owning a gun made them 
feel safer. Another 64% of 
people living in a home in 
which someone else owns a 
gun also said they felt safer.

Safety in a land without 
allowing people to exercise 
their Second Amendment 
right will become even 
harder to find. But good 
people can make America 
safer with a permit in their 
pocket and a holstered gun 
on their hip.

In these bizarre times, ‘Speaker Trump’  
is not inconceivable

By Harlan Ullman, 
Arnaud de Borchgrave 

Distinguished  
Columnist

If Charles Dickens’ first 
sentence in Tale of Two Cit-
ies was rewritten for 2022, it 
might read, “It was the most 
dangerous of times; it was 
also the most bizarre.”

Here is a small sampling 
of why.

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin has threatened 
to use “all available means” 
to defend Russia against 
assaults by the West. A well-
known Kremlin academic 
has gone much further, 
recommending attacking 
the United States directly 
with nuclear weapons to 
invoke “fear.” Wow.

NASA sent a satellite to 
collide with a small asteroid 
in space to determine if its 
orbit could be deflected. 
The reason was part of 
experiments to prevent a 
huge meteor from striking 
the Earth and, as happened 
eons ago, causing a new Ice 
Age. And former President 
Donald Trump may well be 
indicted for breaking sever-
al laws, including the Pres-
idential Records Act and 
unlawful possession and 
storage of some of the na-
tion’s most highly classified 
and sensitive documents.

About Trump, for lighter 
relief, at the Demilitarized 
Zone separating the two 
Koreas, Vice President Ka-
mala Harris accomplished 
what he could not. She 
recognized America’s close 
friend and defense treaty 

partner, Little Rocket Man’s 
North Korea. These are 
only a few examples of why 
Dickens might conclude 
dangerous and bizarre are 
fitting descriptors.

Pursuing this bizarre 
side of American politics, 
consider a past idea that 
may attract future atten-
tion. The Constitution 
specifies qualifications 
for president (age, place 
of birth, residence in the 
United States and win-
ning the Electoral College) 
and members of Congress 
(age, residence). But the 
Constitution does not men-
tion any qualifications for 
speaker of the House, in-
cluding being an elected 
member of Congress, just 
as an appointment to the 
Supreme Court does not 
require a law degree.

Suppose the Republicans 
win the House in Novem-
ber and the Senate remains 
deadlocked. Making Trump 
speaker has certain political 
advantages. The speaker is 
second in line for the pres-
idency. It also provides an 
extraordinary bully pulpit.

Whi le  aspirants  to 
that office would not be 
pleased, as a quid pro quo, 
the House majority leader 
could become the de facto 
speaker with Trump as 
the figurehead. The irony 
would be delicious. When 
President Joe Biden delivers 
the State of the Union next 
January, who would be 
seated directly behind him 
on the House dais?

If the House followed 
through on impeach-

ing Biden, who has had 
more direct experience 
in these procedures than 
Trump, having been twice 
impeached? Hearings on 
Hunter Biden would also 
give Trump a ringside seat 
as an interrogator. And, 
despite former speakers 
who ran afoul of the law, 
the speakership might offer 
Trump some protection 
if the Mar-a-Lago search 
leads to legal action.

Joe Biden will be 80. It 
is not inconceivable that 
during the next two years, 
the 25th Amendment could 
be invoked. Harris would 
become acting or in the 
worst case president. That 
would leave the vice presi-
dency and, her second job, 
the presidency of the Sen-
ate vacant. Trump would 
become next in line for 
the Oval Office. Without 
the tie-breaking vote, the 
Senate would be in gridlock 
and neither house would 
confirm a replacement vice 
president as a majority is 
needed in both bodies.

The fitness of the vice 
president to hold office un-
til 2024 would be severely 
challenged by Trump and 
the GOP. Harris could turn 
out to be a Harry Truman. 
Or she could become a 
Spiro Agnew.

The likelihood that any 
of these bizarre scenarios 
could unfold is remote. 
Yet, none is entirely incon-
ceivable in today’s extraor-
dinary environment. But 
would Trump accept the 
speakership if offered?

The arguments in favor 

were noted. Perhaps accep-
tance would virtually assure 
winning the 2024 nomina-
tion, although rivals would 
counter that Trump is better 
suited to stay as speaker. 
However, would Trump 
want a lesser job than the 
presidency? Of course, he 
could become a part-time 
speaker that would not de-
tract from his other interests 
or legal problems.

One may wonder how 
the Founding Fathers would 
react to speaker Trump. My 
guess is that many might 
have thought twice about 
what they wrought. Even 
though the American Rev-
olution was perhaps the 
most dangerous period in 
our history, when its out-
come was in grave doubt 
until Yorktown, the state of 
U.S. politics today will still 
be perplexing to that great-
est of all great generations.

What is indeed chilling 
is that such prospects are 
no longer preposterous or 
the stuff of Hollywood and 
television super thrillers. 
Would Trump find the op-
tion of the speakership as 
the ultimate art of the deal? 
And more importantly, 
would he make it?

Harlan Ullman is senior 
adviser at Washington’s At-
lantic Council, the prime 
author of “shock and awe” 
and author of “The Fifth 
Horseman and the New 
MAD: How Massive Attacks 
of Disruption Became the 
Looming Existential Danger 
to a Divided Nation and the 
World at Large.” Follow him 
@harlankullman.
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myself for that,” Rhodes 
said in the recording. “If 
they blow bombs up and 
shoot us, great. Because that 
brings the President reason 

and rationale” to invoke the 
Insurrection Act as part of a 
bid to remain in power.

The Insurrection Act, 
which was signed into law 
by Thomas Jefferson in 
1807, gives the U.S. presi-
dent the powers to deploy 
armed forces to quash un-

rest in emergency situa-
tions.

Rhodes, a graduate of 
Yale Law School, is expect-
ed to testify at some point 
in his own defense during 
the trial.

Prosecutors said defen-
dants Watkins and Meggs 

were also heard discussing 
weapons on the recording.

“Pepper spray is legal. 
Tasers are legal. And stun 
guns are legal. And it doesn’t 
hurt to have a lead pipe with 
a flag on it,” Meggs allegedly 
said, as Watkins wrote to 
Ohio Oath Keepers mem-

bers, “We have been issued 
a call to action for D.C. This 
is the moment we signed 
up for.”

Attorneys for the de-
fendants claimed the gov-
ernment misrepresented 
the audio by picking out 
inflammatory statements. 
Palian admitted on cross 
examination that there were 
no explicit mentions in the 
recording about plans to 
attack the Capitol.

Rhodes’ attorney Phillip 
Linder also questioned Pa-

lian about the lack of refer-
ence to the date, Jan. 6, 2021.

“Isn’t it true that all of the 
talk that Mr. Rhodes and 
others are doing is related 
to going to D.C. on Nov. 
14th?” Linder asked Palian 
who responded “I’d agree 
with that.”

Some of the defendants 
attended the Million MAGA 
March, that took place on 
Nov. 14, 2020, in Wash-
ington, D.C., where they 
were not involved in any 
incidents.

Trial
continued from page 1

The U.S. government played a secret audio recording 
on the second day in the trial of five Oath Keepers 
members who were allegedly heard making plans to 
bring weapons to Washington, D.C., in advance of the 
Capitol riots on January 6, 2021. File photo by Ken 
Cedeno/UPI
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SpaceX’s Crew 5 mission blasts off to International Space Station
By Patrick Hilsman  

UPI
NASA and SpaceX’s 

Crew 5 mission lif ted 
off from Cape Canaveral 
Space Force Station in 
Florida at noon EDT on 
Wednesday and is on its 
way to the International 
Space Station.

The crew, which includes 
NASA astronauts Nicole 
Mann and Josh Cassada, 
Japanese astronaut Koichi 
Wakata and Russian cos-
monaut Anna Kikina, are 
scheduled to work aboard 
the space station for six 
months.

SpaceX’s Crew Dragon 

Endurance capsule was car-
ried into orbit atop a Falcon 
9 rocket, which separated 
from the main vehicle and 
successfully landed on a 
drone ship in the Atlantic 
Ocean.

The Falcon 9 is designed 
as a partially reusable launch 
platform, with a first stage 

rocket that can be guided 
back to Earth. On Wednes-
day, it landed on a special 
drone ship after separating 
from the second stage. The 
second stage booster in this 
generation of Falcon is not 
reusable, but SpaceX’s next 
manned vehicle project, the 
Starship, is expected to be 
have a fully reusable launch 
platform.

The Crew 5 mission 
marks two important mile-
stones, as commander Ni-
cole Mann becomes the 

first Indigenous woman 
in space, and cosmonaut 
Anna Kikina becomes the 
first Russian to fly on a 
SpaceX mission.

Cooperation between the 
United States and Russia on 
space exploration is expect-
ed to continue until 2024 
amid tension between the 
two global powers following 
the invasion of Ukraine.

After that, Russian offi-
cials have said the country 
will build its own space 
station.

The crew already on-
board the ISS is scheduled 
to return to Earth in a few 
days and is preparing for the 
Endurance Dragon crew’s 
arrival on Thursday.

While onboard the space 
station, the crew will con-
duct experiments on how 
to grow food in space in the 
hopes of one day being able 
to sustain interplanetary 
travel.

The launch was post-
poned last week due to 
Hurricane Ian.

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifts off from Launchpad 39A with a Crew-5 Dragon 
capsule on top at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida on Wednesday. Photo by 
Pat Benic/UPI

FAA orders more rest between 
shifts for flight attendants

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

Airlines will be required to give flight 
attendants more time off between shifts, start-
ing next year, in a final rule announced Tues-
day by the Federal Aviation Administration.

Under the new rule, flight attendants will 
be given a minimum of 10 consecutive hours 
to rest, with no exceptions, when they’re 
scheduled to work for 14 hours or less. The 
FAA published the proposed rule nearly a 
year ago after Congress mandated increased 
rest breaks in a 2018 FAA reauthorization.

“Flight attendants perform critical safety 
roles. This rule puts them and safety first,” 
acting FAA Administrator Billy Nolen said 

at a press conference Tuesday at Ronald 
Reagan Washington National Airport.

“I’m a pilot, and as any pilot can tell you, 
we cannot fly the plane without the safety, 
expertise and support of flight attendants. 
Flight attendants are trained to take action 
during emergencies, administer first aid, 
conduct evacuations and manage medical 
emergencies,” Nolen said.

The new rule updates a previous re-
quirement of nine consecutive hours of rest 
between work shifts. Airlines will have 90 
days to comply with the expanded directive.

Many pilots and flight attendants sup-
ported the change, saying it would contrib-
ute to a healthier workforce that will improve 
overall safety for passengers and crew.
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filing states.
Last month, U.S. Dis-

trict Judge Aileen Cannon 
granted Trump’s request 
for a special master and ap-
pointed U.S. District Judge 
Raymond Dearie to review 
the documents in response 
to Trump’s suggestion that 
the FBI planted evidence 
during its search of his Flor-
ida estate in August.

Cannon also rejected 
a request from the Justice 
Department to lift an in-
junction preventing investi-
gators from reviewing about 
100 documents marked as 
classified until the review 
was completed.

While Cannon argued 
some of the documents 
seized “undisputedly con-
stitute personal property 
and privileged materials,” a 
federal appeals court over-
turned her ruling a week 
later, allowing the Justice 
Department to proceed 
with its review. The appeals 
court ruled that Cannon 
“erred” in including the 
classified records.

“Plaintiff has not even 
attempted to show that he 
has a need to know the in-
formation contained in the 
classified documents. Nor 
has he established that the 
current administration has 
waived that requirement for 
these documents,” the three 
appellate court judges wrote.

In new court papers re-
questing the Supreme Court 
become involved, Trump’s 
lawyers argued the federal 
appeals court should not 
have allowed the Justice 
Department to appeal a 
procedural move.

“Nonetheless, the 11th 
Circuit granted a stay of the 
Special Master Order, ef-
fectively compromising the 
integrity of the well-estab-
lished policy against piece-
meal appellate review and 
ignoring the District Court’s 
broad discretion without 
justification,” Trump’s law-

yers wrote in their request.
“This unwarranted stay 

should be vacated as it im-
pairs substantially the on-
going, time-sensitive work 
of the Special Master.”

“Any limit on the com-
prehensive and transparent 
review of materials seized in 
the extraordinary raid of a 
President’s home erodes pub-
lic confidence in our system of 
justice,” the document added.

On Aug. 8, the FBI served 
a search warrant at Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago residence and 
seized more than 11,000 
documents, including hun-
dreds that were marked with 
some form of classification.

The Justice Department 
released an affidavit, saying 
it had received a tip from 
the National Archives and 
Records Administration 
in February that they had 
received 15 boxes of records 
from Trump’s office but that 
he refused to return other 
missing records.

Trump has argued that 
it is his right as a former 
president to hold some of the 
documents under executive 
privilege. The Justice Depart-
ment claims any documents 
created while Trump served 
in office are not his personal 
property and are presidential 
records to be held by the 
National Archives.

“Since President Trump 
had absolute authority over 
classification decisions 
during his Presidency, the 
current status of any disput-
ed document cannot possi-
bly be determined solely by 
reference to the markings 
on that document,” Trump’s 
team wrote in their request.

If the Supreme Court 
grants the request, it could 
help Trump’s case to chal-
lenge the FBI’s search in 
court and get the docu-
ments returned to him.

It isn’t clear whether the 
court will take up Trump’s 
request, submitted to Justice 
Clarence Thomas, who over-
sees cases that come from the 
11th Circuit, which includes 
Florida. Thomas could issue 
a ruling or refer the request 
to the entire court.

Trump
continued from page 1

President Biden, Gov. Ron DeSantis pledge 
they’ll work together on hurricane relief

By Matt Bernardini 
UPI

President Joe Biden 
and Florida Gov.  Ron 
DeSantis toured damage 
from Hurricane Ian on 
Wednesday af ternoon 
and announced their in-
tention to work together 
to help the state rebuild.

Speaking at  a  press 
conference in Fort Myers, 
Biden said that natural 
disasters are becoming 
more common around 
the countr y,  and that 
climate changed played a 
significant role.

He a lso announced 
ne w  re l i e f  e f for t s  to 
help Florida residents 
and businesses rebuild, 
l ike  faster  processing 
of low-interest disaster 
loans.

“Today, we have one 
job and only one job. That 
is to make sure the people 
of Florida get everything 
they need to fully recov-
er,” Biden said.

DeSantis discussed 
the state’s cooperative 
efforts with the White 
House, noting that fed-
eral funds have been 
allocated to help his 
state recover from the 
massive,  Categor y 4 
storm.

“We were very fortu-
nate to have good coor-
dination with the White 
House and FEMA from 
the very beginning of 
this,” DeSantis said.

Biden also said that 
while it would likely 
take years to rebuild, 
he believes that Florida 
residents will prosper in 
the long run.

“We are the only na-
tion where we come out 
stronger from disas-
ters,” Biden said.

The president’s vis-
it comes amid a rising 

death toll. According to 
figures released Monday 
by the Florida Medical Ex-
aminers Commission, 72 
deaths have been attribut-
ed to the storm, though 
that number could climb.

Biden’s visit Wednes-
day came two days after 
he traveled to Puerto 
Rico to survey Hurri-
cane Fiona’s damage. In 
the wake of that storm, 
he announced he was 
sending tens of  mil-
lions of dollars to help 
prepare the island for 
storms.

“Today, I’m announc-
ing more than $60 mil-
lion in funding to help 
coastal areas of Puerto 
Rico become better pre-
pared for the storm,” 
B i d e n  s a i d  Mon d ay 
while speaking in front 
of FEMA stockpiles of 
generators that were set 
to be deployed to pro-
vide electricity to people 
on the island who still 
are without power.
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Michigan election software executive arrested on  
suspicion of data theft

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

The Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s office 
said a 2020 election denier 
target has been arrested in 

connection with an investi-
gation into the possible theft 
of personal information 
from election poll workers.

Eugene Yu, chief exec-
utive officer of Konnech 
Corp., was arrested on sus-
picion of theft of personal 
identifying information 
by investigators from the 
District Attorney’s Office 
Bureau of Investigation 
with assistance from the 
Meridian Township Police 
Department in Michigan, 
Los Angeles officials said.

“Data breaches are an 
ongoing threat to our digi-
tal way of life,” Los Angeles 
District Attorney George 
Gascon said in a statement 
on Tuesday. “When we en-
trust a company to hold 
our confidential data, they 
must be willing and able to 
protect our personal iden-
tifying information from 
theft. Otherwise, we are all 
victims.”

Konnech distributes and 
sells its proprietary Poll-
Chief software, which is 
an election worker man-

agement system that was 
utilized by the county in the 
last California election, the 
district attorney’s office said.

The software assists with 
poll worker assignments, 
communications and pay-
roll. PollChief requires that 
workers submit personal 
identifying information, 
which is retained by the 
Konnech.

“Under its $2.9 million, 
five-year contract with the 
county, Konnech was sup-
posed to securely main-
tain the data and that only 
United States citizens and 
permanent residents have 
access to it,” the district 
attorney’s office said.

“District Attorney inves-
tigators found that in con-
tradiction to the contract, 
information was stored on 
servers in the People’s Re-
public of China.”

Konnech had been the 
focus of conservative elec-
tion deniers True the Vote, 
because of its alleged con-
nection with China.

Gascon said, though, its 
investigation dealt with the 
information on poll workers 
and did not examine any 
issues regarding voter fraud.

“This investigation is 
concerned solely with the 
personal identifying infor-
mation of election workers,” 
he said. “In this case, the 
alleged conduct had no 
impact on the tabulation of 
votes and did not alter elec-
tion results. But security in 
all aspects of any election is 
essential so that we all have 
full faith in the integrity of 
the election process.”

Konnech had sued True 
the Vote in September along 
with its founder Catherine 
Engelbrecht and Gregg Phil-
lips, an election denier who 
often works with the group. 
The company has charged in 
its lawsuit that True the Vote 
has engaged in defamation, 
theft and a violation of the 
Computer Fraud and Abuse 
Act for illegally accessing 
one of its computers without 
authorization.

Kamala Harris outlines 
plans to support 

small businesses and 
community lenders

By Matt Bernardini 
UPI

Vice President Kamala 
Harris announced new 
actions Tuesday that the 
Biden-Harris Administra-
tion would take to support 
small businesses as well as 
owners and entrepreneurs 
of color.

The Office of Manage-
ment and Budget sent a 
memo to federal agencies 
to ensure that 12% of the 
fiscal year 2023 government 
procurement goes to small, 
disadvantaged businesses, 
the White House said. The 
administration also said 
that they would make it 
easier for the small busi-
ness administration to issue 
loans to borrowers who are usually shut out of the process.

At the Freedman’s Bank Forum, Harris said that the 
problem of getting loans does not only apply to busi-
nesses.

“Today Black and Latino homeowners are rejected by 
traditional financial institutions at a higher rate when ap-
plying for home loans,” Harris said. “This is the case even 
when they have credit profiles similar to other applicants.”

The forum celebrates the Freedman’s Savings and 
Trust Company’s charter, commonly referred to as the 
Freedman’s Bank, which was created to provide economic 
opportunity for newly emancipated Americans.

The White House also said Tuesday that the Minority 
Business Development Agency will issue a $100 million 
notice of funding to provide grants for socially and eco-
nomically disadvantaged individuals.

“President Biden and I know that for our nation to 
succeed, these disparities must be spoken of, acknowl-
edged and addressed,” Harris said.

“Since taking office, I have traveled our nation and 
spoken to small business owners who received loans from 
community lenders,” Harris added. “They are in the best 
position to understand the needs and capacity of their 
community. I’ve seen how they use that capital to hire 
people from the community and open a new storefront 
on the main street.”
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IBRAHIM HANIF ABDUL-HAADI
BREAKING OR ENTERING PLACE OF WORSHIP — FELONY

BETTINA ELLEN KNUDSEN
PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY

BENJAMIN BREWER HAM
FTA-DISCLOSE PRIVATE IMAGES/ADULT —  FELONY
SECOND DEGREE FORCE SEX OFF —  FELONY
OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE —  FELONY
FTA-ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR

BENNIE THOMAS AMERSON III
PROBATION VIOLATION-DEL/SELL SCHEDULE I —FELONY
PROBATION VIOLATION-INVOLUNTARY  
MANSLAUGHTER — FELONY

SAMANTHA LEWIS MEZA
PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
DEFRAUD DRUG/ALC TEST 1ST — MISDEMEANOR

SHAQUILLE DESHORN BARNES
TRAFFICKING OPIUM OR HEROIN — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
PWIMSD HEROIN — FELONY
POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA — MISDEMEANOR

TYMARIE MESSIAH AKBAR
ATTEMPTED FIRST DEGREE MURDER — FELONY
DIS WEAP OCC DWELL/MOVING VEH — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY

HEATHER MARIE MELVIN
PV-OBT PROP BY FALSE PR/CHT — FELONY

ROBERT ALLEN CHIN
2ND DEGREE FORCIBLE RAPE — FELONY
2ND DEGREE FORCE SEX OFF — FELONY
2ND DEGREE FORCE SEX OFF — FELONY
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Rugby’s strict protocols might’ve prevented  
Tua Tagovailoa’s concussion

By Adam Pyle,  
University of Toronto

Few moments in sport are more 
gut-wrenching than a player lying 
on the field, limp from the impact of 
a high-speed collision. The crowd’s 
visceral groans speak volumes, as 
they did during a game between the 
Miami Dolphins and the Cincinnati 
Bengals on Thursday.

Dolphins quarterback Tua 
Tagovailoa was stretchered off 
the field and hospitalized with a 
concussion.

In the days since his injury, 
questions have increasingly been 
raised about whether Tagovailoa 
should have been playing at all 
that night, and whether the NFL 
needs to revise its concussion 
protocols to prevent an episode 
like this occurring again.

Concussion in sports

If Tagovailoa had been play-
ing rugby, the story of his injury 
would likely be very different. 
World Rugby, the governing body 
for one of the most physical 
contact sports, has a clear set of 
guidelines on concussions that 

map out a pathway for players’ 
recovery that diverge markedly 
from the NFL and most other 
professional sports.

There are 12 symptoms of 
possible concussion that require 
immediate removal from a rug-
by game with no return to the 
field of play. A further series of 
assessments, which take at least a 
week, and a gradual scaling up of 
activity ensue in order for players 
to safely resume participation in 
contact sport.

These measures are due in 
no small part to rugby’s high 
incidence of concussion (conser-
vatively more than 2 1/2 times 
the rate of football and growing) 
and the large number of players 
embroiled in lawsuits related to 
after-effects of concussion, such 
as early-onset dementia.

The size of rugby players has 
ballooned over the past few de-
cades. Since 1975, the average 
player’s body mass has increased 
by nearly four times the amount 
observed in the previous 70 years. 
That, together with rugby players’ 
sparse protective gear and the ava-
lanche of lawsuits, has encouraged 
the game’s regulatory bodies to take 

a far more cautious view of head in-
juries than almost any other sport.

Earlier injury

World Rugby’s criteria for con-
cussion would undoubtedly have 
applied to Tagovailoa in a game 
on Sept. 25 -- in other words, four 
days before he played against the 
Bengals. He was tackled and his 
head struck the ground in the sec-
ond quarter of a Dolphins’ game 
against the Buffalo Bills.

After that play, he reached for 
his head with his hands, struggled 
to get to his feet and fell after a 
couple of steps, clear signs of con-
cussion. He seemed to be propped 
up by his teammates. Yet, less than 
an hour later, he was cleared to 
play and returned to the game.

If Tagovailoa had been playing 
rugby, he would almost certainly 
have been barred from returning 
to that game and been kept on the 
sidelines on Thursday.

In the days following the Bills 
incident, Dolphins officials, in-
cluding coach Mike McDaniel 
insisted that Tagovailoa was being 
evaluated daily and that his insta-
bility after the hit was related to 

back and ankle injuries.
He was cleared to start against 

the Bengals on Thursday, but hit 
his head on the ground again 
following a tackle in the second 
quarter. His symptoms pointed to 
indisputable neurological damage, 
including a potential brainstem 
injury. He was carried from the 
field on a stretcher and taken to 
hospital for evaluation.

NFL concussion guidelines 
mandate that players suspected 
of concussion undergo an inde-
pendent review by an unaffiliated 
neurotrauma consultant.

According to the NFL, the un-
identified specialist who assessed 
Tagovailoa after the first impact 
has since been terminated as a 
result of investigations into the 
decision to clear him for further 
play. The review is being conduct-
ed jointly by the NFL and the play-
ers’ association, with full results 
expected within a week or two.

Neuroscientist Chris Nowins-
ki of the Concussion Legacy 
Foundation, a not-for-profit con-
cussion advocacy organization 
based in Boston, tweeted after 
the second head injury: “Two 
concussions in five days can kill 

someone. This can end careers.”
Tagovailoa was the fifth overall 

draft pick in 2020, touted as a 
possible successor to legendary 
Dolphins quarterback Dan Mari-
no. While he may have an exciting 
future, it is hard to argue that a 
third-round game, even with the 
Dolphins’ unbeaten record on the 
line, was a strong enough reason 
to put his health at risk. So why 
was he cleared to play?

Conflicting pressures

Coaches, players and medical 
providers are constantly under in-
tense pressure to allow an injured 
teammate back on the field, given 
the millions of dollars on the line 
in salaries, TV rights, endorse-
ments and advertising.

A central issue is that most con-
cussion protocols in professional 
sports, including the NFL, are 
subject to an element of human 
interpretation and judgment. Pre-
cise diagnostic tools do not exist 
and players often under-report 
symptoms. This leaves doctors 
leaning heavily on their judgment 
to make quick assessments in the 
heat of the moment.
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G.K. Butterfield Is Still on The Rise
Congressman G.K. But-

terfield Shown PhotoCon-
gressman G.K. Butterfield 
was in Greenville to an-
nounce the kickoff of Proj-
ect “Arise”Project Arise is 
the housing development 
that will ensure that kids 
that are ages 18-24 will 
have affordable housing 

when they leave foster care.  
Congressman Butterfield 
partnered with GHA  along 
with HUD and DSS to 
achieve this monumental 
goal.  Affordable housing is 
scarce,but the Congressman 
was steadfast in his com-
mitment to today’s youth to 
ensure that they would not 

fall through the crack and 
would not end up facing 
homelessness.  Congress-
man G.K. Butterfield con-
tinues to rise

N.Y. Jets greats Marvin Powell, 67, Jim Sweeney, 60, die

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Longtime New York Jets of-
fensive linemen Marvin Powell 
and Jim Sweeney have died, the 
Jets announced. Powell was 67. 
Sweeney was 60.

The Jets said Sunday that 
Powell died Friday and Swee-
ney died Saturday. They did 
not disclose the causes of their 
deaths.

“Our entire Jets family is 
saddened to learn of the passing 
of longtime and outstanding 
Jets, Marvin Powell and Jim 
Sweeney,” Jets owner Woody 
Johnson tweeted.

“We’re thinking of their 

families.”
Powell joined the Jets as the 

No. 4 overall pick in the 1977 
NFL Draft. He appeared in 133 
games over his 11-year NFL ca-
reer. He spent nine seasons with 
the Jets and two seasons with 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Powell was a five-time Pro 
Bowl selection and three-time 
All-Pro at tackle.

Sweeney joined the Jets as a 
second-round pick in the 1984 
NFL Draft. He spent 11 of his 
16 seasons with the franchise. 
He also spent four seasons 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers 
and one season with the Seattle 
Seahawks. He lined up at guard, 
center and tackle.

Sweeney and Powell were 

teammates in 1984 and 1985. 
The Jets ranked seventh in 
scoring and fourth in yards in 
1985, while led by Pro Bowl 
quarterback Ken O’Brien and 
running back Freeman McNeil.

“Marvin was one of the best 
linemen I’ve ever seen,” former 
Jets wide receiver Wesley Walk-
er told the team website. “He 
was just a physical specimen. 
He was just good. I just loved 
him.”

Powell also served as presi-
dent of the NFL Players Asso-
ciation. The former University 
of Southern California star 
also is a member of the College 
Football Hall of Fame. In 1987, 
he earned a degree from New 
York Law School.

Former New York Jets lineman Jim Sweeney died Saturday, the team announced 
Sunday. Photo courtesy of the New York Jets

The New York Jets said former All-Pro offensive lineman Marvin Powell died Fri-
day, but did not disclose his cause of death. Photo courtesy of the New York 
Jets
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Report details ‘systemic’ abuse in National Women’s Soccer League
By Jonna Lorenz  

UPI
Verbal and emotional abuse 

and sexual misconduct were sys-
temic in the National Women’s 
Soccer League, according to a 
report released Monday by the 
U.S. Soccer Federation.

The report follows a yearlong 
investigation led by former acting 
Attorney General Sally Yates after 
The Athletic published an article 
detailing accusations of sexual 
coercion and inappropriate com-
ments by Paul Riley of the North 
Carolina Courage.

“The article brought the NWSL 
to an immediate standstill,” Yates 
wrote in the executive summary 
of her report, adding that player 
complaints led half the teams in 
the league to part ways with their 
head coaches.

“Our investigation has revealed 
a league in which abuse and mis-
conduct -- verbal and emotional 
and sexual misconduct -- had 
become systemic, spanning mul-
tiple teams, coaches and victims,” 
Yates wrote.

“Abuse in the NWSL is rooted in 
a deeper culture in women’s soccer, 
beginning in youth leagues, that 

normalizes verbally abusive coach-
ing and blurs boundaries between 
coaches and players.”

The report details allegations 
against Riley, who was fired in 
September 2021, along with pre-
viously unreported allegations 
of abuse and misconduct against 
Christy Holly and Rory Dames “to 
illustrate the gravity and breadth 
of the misconduct at issue and 
institutional failure that perpet-

uated it.”
Holly, the former head coach 

for Racing Louisville FC, was ac-
cused of pushing his hands down 
the pants and up the shirt of a 
player during a one-on-one film 
session after telling her he would 
touch her for every bad pass.

Holly was fired on Aug. 30, 2021, 
but the circumstances surrounding 
his dismissal weren’t disclosed, The 
Washington Post reported.

Dames, a coach for the Chicago 
Red Stars until his resignation 
on Nov. 21, faced allegations of 
misconduct as a youth coach in 
the 1990s.

The report said he was “re-
nowned for his tirades against 
the young girls who played for 
him.” Former players described 
a sexualized team environment, 
including talk of foreplay, oral sex 
and players’ sex lives and requests 
for massages.

He wasn’t subjected to a back-
ground check before joining the 
NWSL, where he is accused of 
creating a “hostile environment 
for players” and being “abusive” 
and “unprofessional,” according 
to the report.

The report also detailed a cul-
ture of abuse, silence and fear of 
retaliation that allowed the mis-
conduct to continue.

“The teams’, League’s and Fed-
eration’s repeated failure to ad-
dress misconduct that seemed 
to be widely known -- or at least 
widely suspected -- also caused 
some to believe that reporting 
would be futile,” the report said.

U.S. Soccer President Cindy 
Parlow Cone called the investi-

gation’s findings “heartbreaking 
and deeply troubling,” and said 
the federation would convene 
leaders at all levels to collaborate 
on implementing the report’s rec-
ommendations.

“The abuse described is in-
excusable and has no place on 
any playing field, in any training 
facility or workplace,” Cone said 
in a news release.

“As the national governing 
body for our sport, U.S. Soccer is 
fully committed to doing every-
thing in its power to ensure that 
all players -- at all levels -- have a 
safe and respectful place to learn, 
grow and compete.”

Among the changes to be 
made, U.S. Soccer will establish 
a new office of participant safety 
to oversee conduct policies and 
reporting mechanisms; publish 
disciplinary records to publicly 
identify individuals who have 
been disciplined, suspended or 
banned; and mandate a uniform 
minimum standard for back-
ground checks.

The federation said it will pub-
lish an action plan for implement-
ing the report’s recommendations 
on or before Jan. 31.

Sally Yates former acting attorney general, detailed widespread 
and systemic abuse in the National Women’s Soccer League in a 
report released Monday.  File Photo by Kevin Dietsch/UPI

‘Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever’ 

trailer mourns T’Challa, 
introduces new hero

By Annie Martin 
UPI

Marvel is giving a glimpse 
of the new film Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever.

The studio shared a trailer for 
the superhero film Monday featur-
ing Letitia Wright, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Danai Gurira and Tenoch Huerta.

Wakanda Forever is a sequel 
to Black Panther (2018) and was 
filmed following the death of 
Chadwick Boseman, who played 
T’Challa, aka Black Panther, in the 
first film. Boseman died at age 43 
in August 2020 and his role was 
not recast.

The trailer opens with T’Chal-
la’s family and the nation of 

Wakanda mourning T’Challa’s 
death. The film will see Wakanda 
face off with the underwater king-
dom of Talocan, ruled by Namor 
(Tenoch Huerta).

In addition, the preview in-
troduces a new hero in the Black 
Panther suit, who appears to be a 
woman. The person is speculated 
to be Shuri (Wright), an inventor 
and T’Challa’s sister.

Winston Duke, Florence Ka-
sumba, Dominique Thorne, Mi-
chaela Coel, Martin Freeman and 
Angela Bassett also star.

Black Panther: Wakanda For-
ever opens in theaters Nov. 11. The 
film is directed by Ryan Coogler, 
who co-wrote the script with Joe 
Robert Cole.

Man who caught Judge’s home 
run ball, worth up to $2M, unsure 

about what to do
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Corey Youmans, who caught 
Aaron Judge’s record-breaking 
62nd home run at Tuesday night’s 
New York Yankees game in Ar-
lington, Texas, told reporters he 
hasn’t decided what to do with 
the valuable keepsake.

Youmans, husband of Sports 
Illustrated reporter and former 
Bachelor contestant Bri Amaran-
thus, caught the ball in the first 
inning the Yankees’ loss to the 
Texas Rangers at Globe Life Field.

He was escorted by security 
through tunnels inside the sta-
dium after he caught the ball. 
Reporters also asked him if he 
plans to keep it, give it back to 

Judge or sell it.
“Good question. I haven’t 

thought about it,” he said.
Amaranthus later posted a 

photo of Youmans with the ball 
on her Instagram story.

Ken Goldin, the founder of 
Goldin Auctions, estimated that 
the ball could fetch up to $1.2 
million at auction. Memory Lane 
auctions president J.P. Cohen also 
recently offered $2 million for the 
keepsake.

Judge hit the historic homer 
in the first at-bat in the second 
game of a doubleheader Tuesday 
in Arlington. He passed Roger 
Maris for the most home runs in a 
single season in American League 
history with the 391-foot solo shot 
in the first inning of the 3-2 loss.

Judge told reporters after the 
game that Youmans could keep 
the ball.

“We’ll see what happens with 
that,” Judge said. “It’d be great to 
get it back, but you know, that’s a 
souvenir for a fan. They made a 
great catch out there, and they’ve 
got every right to it.”

Judge is hitting .311 with an 
MLB-best 131 RBIs, in addition 
to his record home run total. His 
62 homers trail only Barry Bonds 
(73 in 2001), Mark McGwire (70 
in 1998; 65 in 1999) and Sammy 
Sosa (77 in 1998; 64 in 2001; 63 
in 1999).

The Yankees (99-62) will wrap 
up the regular season against the 
Rangers (67-94) at 4:05 p.m. EDT 
Wednesday at Globe Life Field.

New York Yankees slugger Aaron Judge watches his 62nd home run of the season against the 
Texas Rangers on Tuesday night at Globe Life Field in Arlington, Texas. Photo by Matt Pearce/
UPI


