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Republican AGs demand Visa, Mastercard,  
AmEx drop gun store code

By Sheri Walsh
UPI

Two dozen Republican attor-
neys general are demanding Visa, 
Mastercard and American Express 
drop plans to categorize purchases 
at gun stores separately.

The attorneys general sent a 
letter to the three credit card com-
panies Tuesday saying the new 
merchant category code violates 
consumers’ constitutional right to 
privacy.

“The new code will not protect 
public safety,” the letter said. “Cat-
egorizing the constitutionally pro-
tected right to purchase firearms 
unfairly singles out law-abiding 
merchants and consumers alike.”

Earlier this month, Visa an-
nounced it would join Mastercard 
and American Express in imple-
menting the new code for firearms 
purchases after the International 
Organization for Standardization 
approved the new merchant catego-
ry for gun and ammunition stores.

The code, which is a four-digit 
number that credit card companies 
use to classify businesses, would 
apply to all purchases at gun and 
ammunition stores, but would not 
apply to similar purchases at other 
retailers.

“Generating a ‘list of gun 
buyers’ creates the obvious risk 
that law-abiding consumers’ in-GOP attorneys general are urging Visa, Mastercard and American 

Express to drop a new merchant category code for purchases at 
gun stores. File photo by Brian Kersey/UPI See GUNS, page 3

Harris urges students to vote in midterms  
on National Voter Registration Day

By Sheri Walsh 
UPI

Vice President Kamala Harris urged stu-
dents at two historically black colleges in South 
Carolina to register to vote Tuesday, marking 
National Voter Registration Day exactly seven 
weeks before November’s midterm elections.

During her remarks at Claflin University 
in Orangeburg, S.C., Harris, who was joined 
by Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona, 
touched on the importance of college and stu-
dents’ new role as voters.

“It is a phase of life where individuals start 
to develop and decide who they are in relation 
to the world -- and certainly in relation to their 
nation,” Harris said.

“And so when I think about that and I think 
about the last big election we had in 2020, I’m 
proud to report what you all know, which is 

that over 50% -- over half of the people in our 
country, who at the time were between 18 and 
24 years old, voted,” Harris told the students. 
“Over half. It was a record high.”

Harris urged students at the S.C. State Uni-
versity Fall Convocation Tuesday to also register 
as soon as possible.

“Our nation needs your leadership. Today we 
live in uncertain times,” Harris said.

“Domestically, we thought long-settled 
would be the freedom of voters to decide elec-
tions. Long-settled we thought the freedom 
of women to make decisions about their own 
future,” Harris said. “We thought we could take 
for granted what constitutes the truth. But these 
ideals now hang in the balance and in moments 
of great crisis, our nation has almost every time 
turned to our young leaders to help guide us 

Vice President Kamala Harris urges student 
leaders at Claflin College in Orangeburg, 
S.C., to register to vote Tuesday on Nation-
al Voter Registration Day. Photo by Sean 
Rayford/UPI See VOTE, page 5
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Charles III faces 
challenges at home, 
abroad in his new 

role as a king
By Tobias Harper, Arizona State University 

UPI

Charles III became the King of the United Kingdom 
on Sept. 8, having spent most of his 73 years preparing 
for this role, watching the example of his mother, Queen 
Elizabeth II. Yet, he faces an uncertain course as monarch.

The legacy of Charles’ mother is complex. While her 
presence was a source of stability, the societies over which 
the British monarchy rules -- both in the United King-
dom’s four home nations and 14 additional countries in 
the Commonwealth -- changed much over the 70 years 
of her reign.

Charles will have to make new choices about what 
it means to be a modern monarch, just as his mother 
adapted to the rapidly changing circumstances of the 
post-World War II years. His tenure on the throne will 
be defined by how he responds to new tensions in the 
relationship between sovereign, nations and people.

Challenge 1: A global king?

Elizabeth was not just the queen of the United Kingdom. 
She was also the queen of Jamaica, New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Canada, Tuvalu, Australia and more than half a 
dozen other countries. Combined, more people live in these 
nations than in the U.K. All are now subjects of the new king.

Whether all these countries accept the new king in 
the same manner in which they accepted his mother 
remains to be seen. Many became independent nations 
near the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign during an era of 
rapid decolonization in the 1950s and 1960s. A majority of 
Britain’s former colonies, including India, Pakistan and all 
Britain’s African colonies, became republics right before 
Elizabeth took the throne or in the early years of her reign.

In many of these places, the British monarchy was 
associated with the worst inequities of the empire. For 
example, the British Empire in India drew heavily on 
the symbolism of the British monarch as a paternalistic 
empress or emperor at the top of a power hierarchy that 
left no room for Indian sovereignty or political agency.

The post-colonial states that retained the monarchy did 
so for a number of reasons. It gave new governments a 
borrowed sense of legitimacy and constitutional flexibility 
because they could use ambiguity about the power of the 
queen’s representative, the governor general, a role that 
can potentially wield more power than the monarch can 
in Britain. In the former settler colonies -- Australia, New 
Zealand and Canada -- many citizens still spoke of Britain 
as “home” in the 1950s. This sentiment faded in subse-
quent decades, although it never entirely disappeared.

The tie to the monarchy also held the promise of promoting 
ongoing economic and political ties with the U.K. This prom-
ise was usually illusory: Elizabeth being Grenada’s queen did 
nothing to stop the United States from invading it in 1983.

Toward the end of Elizabeth’s reign, countries in the 
Caribbean in particular were beginning to reassess their 
relationship to the British crown. In late 2021, Barbados 
removed Elizabeth as queen and become a republic. In 
early 2022, Prince William and Kate Middleton were 
met with protesters when they visited the Caribbean, 
calling for reparations from the U.K. over its role in the 
transatlantic slave trade. Elizabeth’s death may serve as 
an opportunity for other nations to re-examine their 
relationship with the British monarchy and follow the 
Barbadian example, once the mourning period ends.

The head of the monarchy resides in Britain, supports 
primarily British charities and sits at the top of British so-
ciety. Royal members seemingly enjoy visiting their other 
realms, and many in those nations -- especially traditional 
elites -- enjoy the visits. But what these relationships mean 
is increasingly unclear, especially at a time when many 
countries are re-evaluating their colonial pasts.

Government: the Issue Creator, 
the Issue Solver

What has the govern-
ment done for you lately?

In spite of the many 
billions of dollars that our 
government has in its cof-
fers and the outsized in-
fluence that it has over our 
nation and the world, it ap-
pears that the majority of 
us scratch our heads when 
this question is posed to 
us. In addition to police, 
fire and other emergency 
services, there is no doubt 
that we have access to a va-
riety of other government 
programs. However, if one 
takes a step back and looks 
at the broader picture, it 
would appear that the ma-
jority of these government 
programs are in place to 
solve a problem that the 
very government created.

Government thrives 
when it maintains pow-
er, and it is precisely its 
desire for greater power 
and enormous wealth that 
motivates it to place the 
population in situations 
that force the same pop-
ulation to become almost 
completely dependent on 
the government, begging 
for help when in need.

During the course of 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, we were witnesses to 
myriad problems that 
had been created by the 
government and that will 
have long-lasting effects 
on future generations of 
children and adolescents. 
Businesses were forced to 
close during mandated 
lockdowns, which led to a 
number of bankruptcies, 

and employees were termi-
nated because they refused 
to obtain the COVID-19 
vaccination. Both of these 
outcomes drove people 
into poverty and increased 
the rate of unemployment, 

which at 
one point 
r e a c h e d 
a l m o s t 
1 5 % . 
P e r h a p s 
most im-
p or t ant -
ly,  lo ck-
d o w n s 
f o r c e d 
s tu d e nt s 

to learn remotely, driving 
them away from the en-
riching experiences that 
are scientifically necessary 
for their development into 
successful and sociable 
young people who will 
effectively lead our society.

Recent studies demon-
strate how students in the 
United States have been 
significantly impacted by 
the closure of schools. For 
instance, the number of 
children who attempted 
suicide rose by 51% during 
the peak of the pandemic 
lockdowns. In addition to 
that, the number of chil-
dren who are classified as 
obese has nearly doubled. 
To add insult to injury, the 
pandemic claimed the lives 
of at least one parent or 
primary caregiver for more 
than 200,000 children.

As a direct result of this, 
we are already observing 
children who are signifi-
cantly less sociable as well 

as significantly more de-
pressed and overweight. 
It does not take a genius 
to understand how the 
life of a child could be 
negatively impacted by 
these catastrophic govern-
ment-mandated changes to 
normal society.

Should we be thankful 
to the government if, in 
the future, it provides us 
with things like health care 
subsidies and tax credits, 
as penance for the harm 
they caused? No, not in 
my opinion. When the 
government is the source 
of a problem, it should 
not be praised for finding 
solutions to the very same 
problem. It is inevitable 
that these problems are 
the result of hasty deci-
sion-making, which in 
turn results in poor policy. 
The situation is made even 
worse by the fact that the 
only place individuals can 
turn for assistance is the 
same government who 
created the issue.

These problems, cre-
ated by the government, 
have forced the people into 
reliance on government 
assistance, which has re-
sulted in myriad issues. 
Chief among them are the 
pervasiveness of poverty, 
the growth of criminal ac-
tivity and the severe lack of 
employment opportunities 
for younger people.

The fact that many of 
these issues have simple 
solutions is the aspect of 
this scenario that’s the 
most frustrating. For ex-

ample, in the case of chil-
dren going to school, it 
was known from the very 
beginning what the conse-
quences of exposing them 
to COVID-19 would be, as 
well as the effects of lock-
ing children up in their 
rooms for two years with-
out providing them with 
any opportunity for social 
interaction. The minimal 
risk of COVID-19 to chil-
dren did not outweigh the 
benefit of keeping them in 
schools.

It is true that children 
can be carriers of the 
COVID-19 virus even if 
they are not sick. Howev-
er, research suggests that 
the lockdowns and other 
restrictions that we were 
subjected to did little, if 
anything, to impede the 
virus’s ability to spread. 
You need only look as far 
as Florida to see a state 
that broke the mold and 
did the polar opposite 
of what every other state 
did. Florida made it pos-
sible for their children 
to go to school, allowing 
them to develop socially 
as well as intellectual-
ly. Despite breaking the 
mold, which was highly 
controversial, their cur-
rent COVID-19 rates are 
comparable to those of the 
general U.S. population. 
It is now abundantly clear 
that the potential dangers 
are relatively insignificant 
when weighed against 
the dangers posed to the 
growth and development 
of our children.

Albania shows the West how  
to deal with Iran

By Struan Stevenson 
UPI

A devastating 13-page 
report by the Microsoft De-
tection and Response Team 
has revealed that cyberat-
tacks this year, which crip-
pled government security 
services and institutions 
in Albania, were the work 
of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran.

Albania has been a 
member of NATO since 
2009 and immediately se-
cured widespread support 
from NATO allies around 
the world who joined the 
condemnation of Iran for 
the reckless attack. The 
Microsoft report traced the 
origin of the cyberattacks 
directly to the Ministry of 
Intelligence and Security 
in Tehran and highlighted 
how the mullahs’ regime 
had targeted the Albanian 
government because of 
their anger at the presence 
of Ashraf 3, the headquar-
ters of the Iranian resis-
tance, the People’s Moja-
hedin Organization of Iran, 
MEK, in Durres County, 19 
miles west of the capital city 
Tirana.

The Albanian govern-
ment agreed to host more 
than 3,000 Iranian dissi-
dents when they were air-
lifted to Tirana in 2016, af-
ter repeated deadly attacks 
on their camps -- Ashraf 
1 and 2 in Iraq, aided and 
abetted by the Iranian re-
gime. Ashraf 3 was built 
by the MEK on previously 
undeveloped farmland and 
has grown into a small city. 
A major summit meet-

ing in Ashraf 3, involving 
invited political leaders 
from America, Europe and 
many other countries, was 
cancelled by the Albanian 
government at the last mo-
ment in July, when terrorist 
threats were uncovered and 
the cyberattack occurred.

Following the Micro-
soft revelations, Albanian 
Prime Minister Edi Rama 
severed relations with Iran 
and ordered the closure of 
the Iranian Embassy, giving 
diplomatic and security 
staff 24 hours to leave the 
country. Rama said, “The 
government has decided 
with immediate effect to 
end diplomatic relations 
with the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. This extreme response 
is fully proportionate to 
the gravity and risk of the 
cyberattack that threatened 
to paralyze public services, 
erase digital systems and 
hack into state records, steal 
government Intranet elec-
tronic communication and 
stir chaos and insecurity in 
the country.”

Several MOIS agents 
and their Albanian col-
laborators were arrested, 
and others were prevented 
from entering the country. 
There has been widespread 
praise for the Albanian gov-
ernment’s decisive action 
from the West, with Amer-
ica even sanctioning the 
MOIS and its leadership, 
while NATO and the Eu-
ropean Union denounced 
the attack and supported 
Albania’s move.

The closure of the Iran’s 
embassy in Albania fol-
lowed the earlier expulsion 

of the Iranian ambassa-
dor and first secretary in 
December 2018, after a 
planned bomb attack on 
the MEK was uncovered 
by the Albanian security 
service. The terrorist plot 
echoed the arrest in Europe 
in the summer of 2018 of 
an Iranian diplomat for 
attempting to bomb a mass 
rally of Iranian opposition 
supporters at Villepinte 
near Paris.

Assadollah Assadi was a 
senior MOIS agent. He was 
using the cover of being a 
diplomat in the Iranian 
Embassy in Vienna to en-
able him to plan a terrorist 
bomb attack that would 
have caused carnage on 
European soil, potentially 
killing hundreds of men, 
women and children. Ev-
idence from the Belgian 
prosecutor showed how As-
sadi had allegedly brought 
the professionally assem-
bled 550 gm TATP bomb 
on a commercial flight to 
Vienna from Tehran in 
his diplomatic pouch and 
passed it, together with 
an envelope containing 
€22,000, to two co-conspir-
ators. The court in Antwerp 
was told that Assadi had in-
structed them how to prime 
and detonate the device.

A third co-conspirator 
was posted at the Villepinte 
rally as a lookout. All four 
have been sentenced to long 
terms of imprisonment in 
Belgium.

The trial of the Iranian 
diplomat Assadi was simply 
the tip of a massive terror-
ist iceberg. The theocratic 
regime has used its em-

bassies as terror cells and 
bomb factories for decades, 
perpetrating bomb attacks, 
murders, kidnappings and 
cyberattacks around the 
world. Revelations by the 
U.S. government this sum-
mer that the Iranian regime 
had plotted to assassinate 
President Donald Trump’s 
national security adviser, 
John Bolton, and former 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo demonstrated 
once again how the Islam-
ic Republic is like a dan-
gerous, wounded animal, 
lashing out to preserve its 
existence.

According to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, 
Shahram Poursafi, an agent 
of the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps, was of-
fered $300,000 to “elimi-
nate” Bolton. Poursafi is 
still at large.

But while the West has 
congratulated Rama for 
his tough stance against 
the mullahs’ criminal re-
gime, bizarrely, the Belgian 
government has signed 
a new treaty with Iran to 
facilitate an exchange of 
prisoners. Apparently, pris-
oners of Iranian nationality 
in Belgium and prison-
ers of Belgian nationality 
in Iran will be exchanged 
and allowed to serve their 
prison sentences in their 
respective home countries. 
Clearly, the intention of 
this treaty, from the Irani-
an perspective, will be the 
release of Assadi and his 
three co-conspirators, who 
will be treated as heroes and 
possibly promoted when 
they return to Iran.
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formation will be leaked, 
discovered, hacked or 
otherwise obtained and 
misused by those who 
oppose Americans ex-
ercising their  Second 
Amendment rights,” said 
the letter signed first by 
Tennessee Attorney Gen-
eral Jonathan Skrmetti 
and Montana Attorney 
General Austin Knudsen.

Other attorneys general 
to sign the letter are from 
Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, Ohio, Oklaho-
ma, South Carolina, Texas, 
Utah, Virginia, Wyoming 
and West Virginia.

The attorneys general 
warned the credit card com-
panies will face legal action 
if they fail to protect con-
sumers.

“We are further con-

cerned that financial institu-
tions that place their desired 
public policy outcomes 
ahead of the well-being 
of their investors do so in 
derogation of their fiduciary 
obligations,” the letter said. 
“Be advised that we will 
marshal the full scope of our 
lawful authority to protect 
our citizens and consumers 
from unlawful attempts to 
undermine their constitu-
tional rights.”

Visa, Mastercard and 
American Express have not 
responded to the letter, but 
American Express recently 
said it is “focused on en-
suring we have the right 
controls in place to meet 
our regulatory and fiduciary 
responsibilities, as well as 
prevent illegal activity on 
our network.”

The ISO’s decision comes 
after lobbying from Amal-
gamated Bank, New York 
city and state officials and 
the California teachers’ pen-
sion fund.

“When it comes to guns 
falling in the wrong hands, 

we must find upstream solu-
tions before we’re faced with 
downstream consequences - 
because downstream conse-
quences are lost lives,” New 
York City Mayor Eric Ad-
ams said at a press confer-
ence last month as he urged 
the credit card companies to 
adopt the new code.

On Saturday, a dozen 
Senate Republicans sent 
their own letter to Visa, 
MasterCard and American 
Express accusing the com-
panies of “bowing to inter-
national and activist pres-
sure” and making changes 
for “much more nefarious 
reasons,” that could lead to 
“declining to process gun 
sales altogether in the near 
future.”

Tuesday’s letter, which 
copies President Joe Biden, 
House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si, House Republican leader 
Kevin McCarthy, as well as a 
number of bank executives, 
insists politics must be kept 
out of the marketplace.

“Social policy should be 
debated and determined 

within our political institu-
tions. Americans are tired 
of seeing corporate leverage 
used to advance political 
goals that cannot muster 
basic democratic support,” 
the letter said.

“The Second Amend-
ment is a fundamental right, 
but it’s also a fundamental 
American value. Our finan-
cial institutions should stop 
lending their market power 
to those who wish to attack 
that value.”

Guns
continued from page 1
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Student debt forgiveness could benefit 40M borrowers across U.S.
By Sheri Walsh 

UPI

The Biden administration ex-
pects 40 million federal student 
loan borrowers to benefit under 
the president’s student loan for-
giveness initiative, according to 
a new state-by-state breakdown.

The Department of Education 
data, released Tuesday, shows the 
40 million borrowers are spread 
across all 50 states and include 
“nearly 20 million borrowers who 
could see their entire remaining 
balance discharged,” according to 
the White House fact sheet.

“That’s 20 million people who 
can start getting on with their 
lives,” President Joe Biden said as 
he announced the plan last month. 
“All this means that people can fi-
nally start to crawl out from under 
that mountain of debt.”

Based on the breakdown, Cal-
ifornia and Texas would see the 
largest number of borrowers 
benefit from the plan compared 

to any other state.
The student loan forgiveness 

initiative gives borrowers a break 
by providing up to $20,000 in debt 
relief to Pell Grant recipients and 
up to $10,000 to other borrowers. 
It has been praised by some as 
a good measure of relief -- and 
criticized by others who say it 
gives a break to higher-income 
Americans who can afford to 
repay their loans.

Eligibility for student loan 
relief is restricted based on a bor-
rower’s income. To qualify, bor-
rowers must have earned less than 
$125,000 in either 2020 or 2021.

About 90% of the expected re-
lief will go to Americans earning 
less than $75,000 a year, according 
to the data.

“For too many, the cost of 
borrowing for college is a lifelong 
burden,” the White House said.

“Since 1980, the total cost of 
both four-year public and four-
year private college has nearly 
tripled, even after accounting for 

inflation. Federal support has not 
kept up,” it added. “Pell Grants 
once covered nearly 80% of the 
cost of a four-year public college 
degree for students from working 
families, but now only cover a 
third.”

Researchers at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of 
Business say Biden’s student loan 
cancellation program would cost 
more than $600 billion over the 
next 10 years.

Lawrence Summers and Jason 
Furman, prominent Democratic 
economists who served in prior 
administrations, have argued that 
forgiving too much debt runs the 
risk of worsening inflation, by 
increasing spending -- an issue 
that Democrats are already facing 
ahead of the midterm elections in 
November.

The Biden Administration says 
the student debt relief plan will 
help borrowers recover from the 
pandemic and should narrow the 
racial wealth gap.

“Nearly 71% of Black under-
graduate borrowers are Pell Grant 
recipients, and 65% of Latino 
undergraduate borrowers are Pell 
Grant recipients,” according to 
the data.

The Department of Education 

plans to release more details in the 
coming weeks on what borrowers 
need to do to qualify for the for-
giveness plan. The Department 
has advised borrowers to apply by 
Nov. 15 before restarting federal 
loan repayments in January.

State-by-state data released by President Joe Biden (L), and Ed-
ucation Secretary Miguel Cardona (R), shows about 40 million 
borrowers across all 50 states are expected to benefit from the 
administration’s student loan forgiveness plan. Photo by Bonnie 
Cash/UPI

Putin calls up more Russian troops after key battlefield  
losses in Ukraine

By Darryl Coote 
UPI

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin on Wednesday 
announced a “partial mo-
bilization” of reservists to 
bolster Moscow’s military 
ranks in Ukraine, saying 
the move is necessary “to 
protect our motherland” 
from the West.

Putin said in a rare 
national address that he 
signed a decree conscripting 
reservists and those with 
military experience into 
the military. Those who are 
conscripted will undergo 
additional military training 
before they’re deployed.

Putin announced the con-
scription drive while accusing 
the West of having crossed “all 
the lines” with an “aggressive 
anti-Russian policy.”

“We constantly hear 
threats against our country, 
our people,” he said in his 
address. “Some irresponsi-
ble politicians in the West 
not only talk about plans to 
organize the supply of long-
range offensive weapons 
to Ukraine -- systems that 
allow strikes on Crimea and 

other regions of Russia.”
The partial mobilization 

of Russian troops, which is 
believed to be the country’s 
first since World War II, is 
an acknowledgement from 
the Kremlin that Russia’s 
war in Ukraine isn’t going 
to plan. The fighting began 
with an invasion in Febru-
ary and thousands of Rus-
sian troops have been killed 
over the past seven months. 
A Ukrainian counteroffen-
sive this month has retaken 
thousands of square miles of 
Russian-held territory.

In his address, Putin di-
rectly accused the United 
States, Britain, the European 
Union and Ukraine of at-
tempting to push hostilities 
into Russia.

“Without concealing, 
they say that Russia should 
be defeated by all means 
on the battlefield with the 
subsequent deprivation of 
political, economic, cultur-
al, in general sovereignty, 
with the complete looting of 
our country,” he said.

He also accused them 
of nuclear blackmail, a 
charge that has been often 
thrown at Moscow over 

its stationing of troops at 
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant, and hinted that 
Russia would consider using 
nuclear weapons.

“To those who allow 
themselves such statements 
against Russia, I want to re-
mind you that our country 
also has various means of 
destruction, and some com-
ponents are more modern 
than those of the NATO 
countries,” he said.

“And at the threat to the 
territorial integrity of our 
country, we will certainly 
use all the means at our dis-
posal to protect Russia and 
our people. It’s not a bluff.”

Russian Defense Min-
ister Sergey Shoigu said as 
many as 300,000 Russian 
reservists will be called up 
for the mobilization, ac-
cording to state-run news 
agency TASS.

Putin invaded Ukraine 
Feb. 24 in what he described 
as a “special military opera-
tion” to de-Nazify and demil-
itarize Ukraine. Democratic 
countries called it an illegal 
incursion that threatened 
the sovereignty of Kyiv and 
responded with sanctions 

and other punitive measures 
while arming the Ukrainian 
military in its fight.

The announcement also 
comes after four regions 
in south and east Ukraine 
are set to hold referendums 
later this week on whether 
to become part of Russia.

The referendums will be 

held in the Luhansk, Kher-
son, Donetsk and Zapor-
izhzhia regions, which 
are home to substantial 
pro-Russia separatist pop-
ulations and are under the 
control of Russia proxy 
officials. The referendums 
are similar to one that Rus-
sia held before it annexed 

Crimea from Ukraine in 
2014.

The United States has 
been warning for months 
that the Kremlin might hold 
“sham” referendums that 
would include disinforma-
tion campaigns, voter falsi-
fication and fraud for Russia 
to take more territory.

The partial mobilization of Russian troops, which is believed to be the country’s 
first since World War II, is an acknowledgement from Russian President Vladimir 
Putin that his war in Ukraine isn’t going to plan. Photo by Mikhael Kilmentyev/
EPA-EFE

Zelensky calls for Russia to face ‘just punishment’ in message 
to U.N. General Assembly

By Daniel Uria 
UPI

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky called for sweeping 
punishments against Russia fol-
lowing its invasion of the country 
in an address before the United 
Nations Wednesday.

In a pre-recorded statement 
played in front of the U.N. General 
Assembly, Zelensky said that Rus-
sia had committed a crime against 
Ukraine’s people and their dignity 
as well as every nation represented 

in the gathering in New York City 
and must face “just punishment” 
for carrying out the invasion.

“Ukraine demands punishment 
for trying to steal our territory. 
Punishment for the murders of 
thousands of people. Punishment 
for tortures and humiliations of 
women and men. Punishment for 
the catastrophic turbulence that 
Russia provoked with its illegal war 
and not only for us Ukrainians but 
for the whole world,” he said.

Zelensky presented a five-part 
“peace formula” to settle the war 

with Ukraine, beginning with 
further sanctions against Russia as 
well as the creation of a tribunal to 
punish Moscow and stripping the 
nation of its veto power.

“Russia should pay for this war 
with its assets,” Zelensky said.

He also pleaded with the mem-
bers of the General Assembly to 
provide Ukraine with additional 
weapons and financial aid as he 
detailed mass burial sites found 
in the cities of Izium and Buchan 
which had been occupied by Rus-
sian forces.

“Russia wants to spend the 
winter on the occupied territory 
of Ukraine and prepare for new 
offensive: new Buchans, new 
Iziums,” he said. “Or at least it 
wants to prepare fortifications 
on occupied land and carry out 
military mobilization at home.”

Zelensky alluded to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, without 
mentioning him by name, as he 
suggested Putin carried out the 
invasion of Ukraine for his own 
selfish interests.

“There is only one entity among 

all U.N. member states, who would 
say now if he could interrupt my 
speech that he is happy with this 
war, with his war,” he said.

Before ending his address 
Zelensky highlighted nations in-
cluding Belarus, Cuba, Syria and 
Nicaragua who voted in opposi-
tion of his request to deliver the 
remote address.

He also took aim at nations 
that have maintained neutral 
positions, saying that “those who 
speak of neutrality mean some-
thing else.”
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forward.”
In addition to speaking 

on the importance of voting, 
Harris also discussed issues 
important to young voters 
including mental health.

“We’ve got to stop acting 
that the body starts from the 
neck down. We also need 
health care from the neck 
up, and there should be no 
stigma about that, and peo-
ple should not be made to 
silently suffer,” Harris said.

Harris talked about stu-
dent loan forgiveness and 
how young voters view the 
high cost of a college edu-
cation.

“They said they want-
ed to see college be more 
affordable, which includes 
they could graduate from 
college, leave college not 

being unduly burdened by 
student loan debt,” Har-
ris said. “So the President 
just signed an order that 
says that students will have 
$10,000 of their college loan 
debt relieved. And if they’re 
a Pell Grant recipient, that 
would be $20,000.”

Harris pointed to the 
racial wealth gap in Amer-
ica as college students head 
into the work force, and also 
discussed their role in lead-
ership as the world tackles 
climate change.

“This crisis that is called 
climate change is real, that 
the leaders from years be-
fore have probably sold us 
short in terms of taking it 
seriously, understanding 
the urgency of it,” Harris 
said. “And we want leader-
ship that will accelerate the 
resources we put into saving 
this precious planet.”

The White House pro-

moted Tuesday’s National 
Voter Registration Day 
with a proclamation of 
President Joe Biden’s ex-
ecutive order, signed in 
March 2021, that includes a 
“motor-voter” law allowing 
state motor vehicle offices 
to register voters and an 
increase to the number of 
languages on vote.gov. The 
proclamation also touted a 
plain-language guide out-
lining each state’s voting 
rules for individuals with 
criminal convictions.

“In celebration of Na-
tional Voter Registration 
Day, let us honor the heroes 
who fought to secure voting 
rights and expand them,” 
Biden wrote in a statement. 
“I call on all eligible Amer-
icans to ensure that their 
registration is up to date and 
to encourage their family, 
neighbors and friends to do 
the same.”

Vote
continued from page 1

Beyond Meat suspends 
executive accused of 

biting man’s nose
By Sheri Walsh 

UPI

Beyond Meat has suspended its 
chief operating officer after he alleged-
ly punched a man and bit his nose 
Saturday after a college football game 
in Arkansas, the plant-based meat 
company announced.

Beyond Meat issued a brief state-
ment Tuesday saying its operating 
chief Doug Ramsey has been “suspend-
ed effective immediately.” The compa-
ny announced operations activities will 
be overseen “on an interim basis” by 
Jonathan Nelson, senior vice president 
of manufacturing operations.

Ramsey,  53,  was arrested and 
charged Saturday with terroristic 
threatening and third-degree battery 
before being booked into the Wash-
ington County jail. He was released 
on $11,000 bond Sunday, according to 
court records.

Ramsey allegedly punched through 
the back windshield of a Subaru after 
it clipped his front tire in a parking 

garage following the University of 
Arkansas Razorbacks game, according 
to a police report. The Subaru driver 
confronted Ramsey who allegedly 
punched him and bit his nose, “ripping 
the flesh on the tip of the nose,” officers 
said in the report after they found “two 
males with bloody faces.” A witness 
also told police Ramsey threatened to 
kill the driver.

Ramsey has been Beyond Meat’s 
chief operating officer since December. 
He was brought on to oversee the veg-
an food company’s big launches with 
fast-food chains. Ramsey spent three 
decades at Tyson Foods, before Beyond 
Meat, where he oversaw its poultry and 
McDonald’s businesses.

Beyond Meat produces alternative 
beef products and expanded into 
substitute chicken tenders last year at 
more than 400 restaurants nationwide, 
followed by more than 8,000 retailers 
in April. The plant-based meat com-
pany shifted its focus to chicken after 
spending years on its Beyond Burger 
products.

Cold front to sweep away 
summer weather as fall arrives

By Mary Gilbert 
Accuweather.com

AccuWeather forecasters 
say Mother Nature still has 
a few tricks up her sleeve 
for the northeastern United 
States as summer transitions 
to fall this week.

The autumnal equinox 
on Thursday at 9:03 p.m. 
EDT marks the official start 
of astronomical fall across 
the Northern Hemisphere. 
As the new season gets un-
derway, a dramatic change 
in the weather is forecast 
to unfold in the parts of the 
Midwest and Northeast.

Out ahead of the cold 
front, air more comparable to 
August was in place Wednes-
day across the northeastern 
United States, while behind 
the cold front the air headed 
for the region was more akin 
to mid- to late October.

The cold front that sets off 
severe storms Wednesday and 
Wednesday night will contin-
ue to push eastward Thursday. 
Shower and thunderstorm 
activity will also spread farther 
east and reach portions of 

New England and the Atlantic 
coast, according to Accu-
Weather meteorologists.

Any precipitation can 
make for a gloomy Thursday 
across the Northeast and 
mid-Atlantic, but the most 
notable change will certain-
ly be the temperature. High 
temperatures Thursday are 
expected to only reach levels 
15-25 degrees F lower than 
Wednesday’s highs.

Across the Keystone State, 
Pittsburgh is forecast to go 
from a high in the middle 
80s Wednesday to a high in 
the low 60s Thursday. Phila-
delphia is forecast to go from 
the mid-80s Wednesday to 
the upper 70s Thursday and 
the mid-60s Friday.

Once Friday arrives and 
the cold front moves out to 
sea, even chillier conditions 
will settle in for the first full 
day of fall.

“The air mass that moves 
in behind this cold front on 
Friday and Friday night will 
be the coolest that this re-
gion has experienced since 
the second week of May,” 
AccuWeather senior meteo-

rologist Dave Dombek said.
Highs in the 50s and low 

60s are expected across much 
of the Northeast on Friday. 
In Boston, for example, the 
mercury is only forecast to 
climb into the upper 50s Fri-
day. The last time Beantown 
had a high temperature that 
failed to reach 60 degrees 
was back on May 10, when 
the city maxed out at 58. An 
average high for this time of 
the year there is around 70 F.

In addition to chillier 
air, humidity levels will also 
plummet across the north-
eastern United States, giving 
many across the area a first 
true taste of fall.

Although the change in 
overall weather is going to 
feel dramatic by the end of 
the week, it is unlikely to 
break records.

“The temperatures that 
we expect  [on Friday] 
really will not be terribly 
out of the ordinary for 
this time of year,” Dombek 
added. “In general, this 
will be a very refreshing 
change to fall weather for 
most folks.”
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House to vote on Election Reform Act Wednesday
By Matt Bernardini 

UPI

The House will hold a 
procedural vote Wednesday 
on the Presidential Election 
Reform Act, which seeks 
to prevent presidents from 
trying to overturn election 
results through Congress.

The bill aims to prevent 
a repeat of the Jan. 6, 2021, 
attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol building by reaffirming 
that the vice president has 
no role in validating the 
results of an election. It 
also expands the threshold 
necessary for congressional 
officials to object to a state’s 
result, according to The 
Washington Post.

It also makes clear that 
state legislatures can’t 
change election rules to alter 
the results after an election 
takes place.

“In Hollywood, there’s 
always a sequel, often to a 
very bad movie. We’re head-
ed for a new sequel in 2024, 
unless we change the 1887 
Electoral Count Act,” Rep. 

John Raymond Garamendi, 
D-Calif., said on the House 
floor Wednesday before a 
procedural vote on the bill, 
according to The Washing-
ton Post.

The co-authors of the bill, 
Reps. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., 
and Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., 
both members of the House 
committee investigating the 
Jan. 6 riots, wrote an op-ed 
in The Wall Street Journal 
where they said that their 
plan was intended to ensure 
no presidential election 
could be stolen.

“This raises the prospect 
of another effort to steal a 
presidential election, per-
haps with another attempt 
to corrupt Congress’s pro-
ceeding to tally electoral 
votes,” Cheney and Lofgren 
wrote.

“Our proposal is intend-
ed to preserve the rule of law 
for all future presidential 
elections by ensuring that 
self-interested politicians 
cannot steal from the people 
the guarantee that our gov-
ernment derives its power 

from the consent of the 
governed.”

The Jan. 6 committee 

plans to hold a hearing on 
Sept. 28, which could be the 
panel’s final public hearing. 

Chairman Bennie Thomp-
son, D-Miss., said that the 
hearing would reveal new 

information and footage 
that has not yet been made 
public.

The House plans to hold a vote Wednesday on the Presidential Election Reform Act, which seeks to prevent 
the results of a presidential election from being overturned. File Pool Photo by Al Drago/UPI

HHS declares public 
health emergency in 

Puerto Rico
By Matt Bernardini 

UPI

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services declared a 
public health emergency in Puerto 
Rico on Wednesday after severe 
flooding from Hurricane Fiona.

The declaration gives the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services beneficiaries and their 
health care providers greater flex-
ibility to meet emergency needs.

“We will do all we can to as-
sist officials in Puerto Rico with 
responding to the impact of Hur-
ricane Fiona,” Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary Xavier 
Becerra said in a statement. “We 
are working closely with territory 
health authorities and our federal 

partners and stand ready to pro-
vide additional public health and 
medical support.”

In response to the storm, HHS 
deployed 25 people to Puerto Rico 
to work with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency and 
other emergency officials to aid the 
response to the Hurricane.

Fiona caused massive damage 
to the island, leaving more than a 
million people without power as 
of Tuesday. Puerto Rico received 
more than 2 feet of rain and saw 
winds in excess of 100 mph.

Fiona strengthened into a major 
hurricane on Tuesday and began to 
bring heavy wind and rain to Turks 
and Caicos. A storm is considered 
a major hurricane when maximum 
sustained winds exceed 110 mph.

Tropical wave in Caribbean may 
be greatest threat to U.S. so far this 

hurricane season
By Alex Sosnowski & UPI 
Staff, Accuweather.com

Forecasters say they are keep-
ing tabs on a potential new trop-
ical threat that’s trailing behind 
Hurricane Fiona, which has 
turned into a major storm that’s 
now heading toward Bermuda.

Forecasters say the new de-
velopment in the Atlantic basin 
could potentially make landfall 
in United States.

After the Atlantic basin was 
virtually dormant throughout 
August, the month of September 
has been crackling with tropical 
activity and there are three can-
didates that could develop into 
named systems over the next 
couple of weeks.

The next three names on the 
2022 Atlantic list of tropical 
storms are Hermine, Ian and 
Julia. Tropical Storm Gaston 
formed on Tuesday, but it’s not 
expected to be a threat.

Meanwhile, a strong tropical 
wave over the western Atlantic has 
shown signs of organizing -- and 
there’s another robust tropical 
wave located over western Africa. 
As this system reaches the Atlan-
tic, it could form and quickly grow 
into an organized tropical system.

The system that’s of greatest 
concern for people in the Caribbe-
an and possibly the U.S. is a strong 
tropical wave, which forecasters are 
considering a tropical rainstorm. 
The system is designated as Invest 
98L by the National Hurricane Cen-

ter and is located near the north-
eastern coast of South America.

“This is the most significant 
threat for the U.S. mainland we’ve 
had this hurricane season,” Ac-
cuWeather Chief Meteorologist 
Jonathan Porter said.

“If the main brunt of the trop-
ical rainstorm is able to avoid 
drifting over South America, it 
can evolve into a full-fledged 
tropical storm anytime through 
Friday while over the eastern 
Caribbean,” AccuWeather Lead 
Long-Range Meteorologist Paul 
Pastelok said.

The system could begin to 
rapidly intensify as it reaches the 
central and western Caribbean 
from this weekend to early next 
week, Pastelok explained.
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Sponsored by Atty. Jay Dupree’s Office
Local detainees

DUNCAN ALEXANDER ATSTUPENAS
LARCENY OF MOTER VEHICLE — FELONY
POSSESS STOLEN MOTOR VEHCILE — FELONY

RODNEY EDWARD EVANS
FTA ASSAULT SERIOUS BODILY INJURY — FELONY
FTA AWDW SERIOUS INJURY — FELONY
FTA ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — FELONY
FTA HABITUAL MISDEMEANOR ASSAULT — FELONY

VONITA MARIA STURGES
OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
FORGERY OF INSTRUMENT — FELONY
FTA-IDENTITY THEFT — FELONY
POSS CS PRISON/JAIL PREMISES — FELONY

FRUQUEZ VALSHOUN BEST
FAILURE TO REPRT NEW ADDRESS-SEX OFF — FELONY

CODY JAMES STRICKLAND
ASSAULT INFLICT SERIOUS INJ (M) — FELONY

ELIZABETH SPEIGHT PUGH
FAILURE TO APPEAR — FELONY
FTA-ATT OBTAIN PROP FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
FTA-COMMON LAW FORGERY — FELONY
FTA-OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY

KENNETH WILLIAM WEST III
BREAK OR ENTER A MOTOR VEHICLE — FELONY

JYQUERIUS DELSHON GRANT
FIRST DEGREE STATUTORY RAPE — FELONY

VIRGINIA ROSE POLLOCK
FTA-DWLR IMPAIRED REV —MISDEMEANOR
FTA-RECKLESS DRVG-WANTON DISREGARD — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-DRIVING WHILE IMPAIRED — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-SIMPLE POSSESS SCH II CS — MISDEMEANOR
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Sarver says he will sell the Phoenix Suns,  
Mercury after 1-year suspension

By Clyde Hughes 
UPI

Robert Sarver, the majority 
owner of the NBA’s Phoenix Suns 
and WBA’s Phoenix Mercury said 
he is selling the teams following 
a one-year suspension by the 
league for creating a hostile work 
environment that included racist 
and sexist allegations.

Sarver announced he was “be-
ginning the process of seeking 
buyers” for the Suns and Mer-
cury in a statement released on 
Wednesday.

“I do not want to be a distrac-
tion to these two teams and the 
fine people who work so hard 
to bring the joy and excitement 
of basketball to fans around the 
world,” Sarver said.

“I want what’s best for these 
two organizations, the players, 
the employees, the fans, the 

community, my fellow owners, 
the NBA and the WNBA. This 
is the best course of action for 
everyone.”

The NBA on Sept. 13 sus-

pended Sarver and fined him $10 
million after conducting an inde-
pendent investigation into racist 
and sexist conduct.

The investigation came after an 

ESPN article last year highlighted 
workplace abuses. That report, 
posted in November, included 
interviews with 70 former and 
current Suns employees who said 
Sarver created a “toxic and some-
times hostile workplace” over his 
17 years owning the team and 
included charges of racism and 
sexism.

The NBA said it interviewed 
320 individuals  connected 
with the team and evaluated 
80,000 documents that includ-
ed emails, text messages and 
videos during its own investi-
gation. The league said it was 
that information that led to the 
suspension and fine.

“Words that I deeply regret 
now overshadow nearly two de-
cades of building organizations 
that brought people together 
-- and strengthened the Phoe-
nix area -- through the unifying 

power of professional men’s and 
women’s basketball,” Sarver said.

“As a man of faith, I believe in 
the atonement and the path to 
forgiveness. I expected that the 
commissioner’s one-year suspen-
sion would provide the time for 
me to focus, make amends and 
remove my personal controversy 
from the teams that I and so many 
fans love.”

Sarver said, however, he be-
lieved an “unforgiving climate” 
would not allow him to continue 
as the owner once his suspension 
was over.

“In the meantime, I will contin-
ue to work on becoming a better 
person, and continuing to support 
the community in meaningful 
ways,” Sarver said. “Thank you 
for continuing to root for the Suns 
and the Mercury, embracing the 
power that sports has to bring us 
together.”

Phoenix Suns managing partner Robert Sarver said Wednesday 
he will sell his interest in the NBA team and the WNBA’s Phoenix 
Mercury. File Photo by Will Powers/UPI

Fantasy football: Six must-start quarterbacks  
for Week 3

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Kirk Cousins and Jared Goff 
are among my six must-start quar-
terbacks for Week 3 of the 2022 
fantasy football season.

Each of my must-start passers 
rank inside the Top 14 in my Top 
20 weekly rankings, meaning that 
they should be started in leagues 
with at least 14 teams. My full 
Top 20 weekly rankings are listed 
below.

Matthew Stafford is another 
high-end QB1 play this week. My 
list of six must-start quarterbacks 
also features some streaming op-
tions or injury fill-ins.

Josh Allen, Cousins, Lamar 
Jackson, Stafford and Jalen Hurts 
make up the Top 5 of my weekly 
rankings. Patrick Mahomes, Kyler 
Murray, Joe Burrow, Marcus Mar-
iota and Tom Brady also are inside 
my Top 10.

Kirk Cousins

Cousins totaled nearly 80 pass 
attempts through the first two 
weeks of the season, but also 
found the end zone just three 
times and totaled three intercep-
tions.

I expect the Minnesota Vikings 
quarterback to produce his best 
performance so far this season 
when he battles the Detroit Lions 
on Sunday in Minneapolis.

The Lions have allowed the 
third-most fantasy points to quar-
terbacks through two weeks, 
including a 337-yard and three-
score performance to Carson 
Wentz in Week 2.

The Vikings offense features 
more potent weapons that the 
ones Wentz connected with in 
Week 2. Look for Cousins to 
utilize those threats for an elite 
QB1-level performance.

He should total at least 300 
yards and three scores in this 
matchup. Cousins is my No. 2 
option this week.

Matthew Stafford

Stafford threw just one touch-
down and logged three intercep-
tions in the Los Angeles Rams’ 
season opener. He responded 
with a three-touchdown, 272-yard 
performance in Week 2.

This week, the Rams will face 
the Arizona Cardinals. The Car-
dinals allowed the most fantasy 
points to quarterbacks so far 
this season. They also tied the 
Baltimore Ravens for allowing a 
league-high seven touchdowns.

I expect Stafford to take ad-
vantage of this beatable defense 
in what should be a high-scoring 
matchup. Stafford is my No. 4 
option.

Marcus Mariota

Atlanta Falcons quarterback 
Marcus Mariota was one of my 
top waiver wire pickups for this 
week and can be plugged in as a 
low-end QB1 if you need help at 
the position. Mariota threw two 
touchdown passes in Week 2. He 
ran for a score in Week 1.

Mariota should continue to 
provide value with his arm and his 
legs. I also expect the Falcons to be 
forced to throw late in games, as 
they trail. This week, the Falcons 
will battle the Seattle Seahawks.

The Seahawks allowed just two 
touchdown passes through their 
first two games. I expect the Falcons 
to try to get tight end Kyle Pitts more 
involved in their offense this week, 
which should pump up Mariota’s 
passing volume. They also should 
find the end zone two or three 
times. He is my No. 9 option.

Derek Carr

Carr is my No. 11 quarterback 
for Week 3. The Las Vegas Raiders 
veteran threw two touchdown 
passes in each of his first two 
games.

The Raiders will face the Ten-
nessee Titans in Week 3. The 
Titans allowed the seventh-most 
fantasy points to quarterbacks and 
the third-most passing scores to 
the position through two weeks.

Look for Carr to utilize Da-

vante Adams and the Raiders’ oth-
er top targets en route to a low-end 
QB1 performance in Week 3. He is 
a great streaming option.

Tua Tagovailoa

Tagovailoa is coming off a 
career-best, six-touchdown, 469-
yard performance in Week 2. I 
don’t expect him to come close to 
those totals, but he now warrants 
QB1 consideration on a weekly 
basis.

The Miami Dolphins boast 
two of the most explosive wide 
receivers in the NFL, in Jaylen 
Waddle and Tyreek Hill. They 
will battle the Buffalo Bills on 
Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla. 
The Bills will bring the league’s 
top offense into this AFC East 
division clash.

The Bills allowed the fewest 
fantasy points to quarterbacks 
through two weeks, but Tagov-
ailoa and the Dolphins offense are 
on fire. The Dolphins quarterback 
should find the end zone at least 
twice and near 300 passing yards. 
Tagovailoa is my No. 12 quarter-
back this week.

Jared Goff

Goff is my No. 14 option, but 
should only be in your lineup if 
you are extremely desperate for 
production at the position. The De-
troit Lions quarterback threw two 
touchdowns in Week 1 and found 
the end zone four times in Week 2.

This week, the Lions will bat-
tle the Minnesota Vikings in 
yet another game with shootout 
potential.

The Vikings allowed just one 
passing score through two games, 
but also surrendered the third-
most passing yards (593) in the 
NFL. Goff should easily total 250 
passing yards and could find the 
end zone multiple times.

Week 3 fantasy football quar-
terback rankings

1. Josh Allen, Buffalo Bills at 

MIA

2. Kirk Cousins, Minnesota 
Vikings vs. DET

3. Lamar Jackson, Baltimore 
Ravens at NE

4. Matthew Stafford, Los Ange-
les Rams at ARI

5. Jalen Hurts, Philadelphia 
Eagles at WAS

6. Patrick Mahomes, Kansas 
City Chiefs at IND

7. Kyler Murray, Arizona Car-
dinals vs. LAR

8. Joe Burrow, Cincinnati Ben-
gals at NYJ

9. Marcus Mariota, Atlanta 
Falcons at SEA

10. Tom Brady, Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers vs. GB

11. Derek Carr, Las Vegas Raid-
ers at TEN

12. Tua Tagovailoa, Miami 
Dolphins vs. BUF

13. Justin Herbert, Los Angeles 
Chargers vs. JAX

14. Jared Goff, Detroit Lions 
at MIN

15. Aaron Rodgers, Green Bay 
Packers at TB

16. Russell Wilson, Seattle Se-
ahawks vs. SF

17. Ryan Tannehill, Tennessee 
Titans vs. LV

18. Trevor Lawrence, Jackson-
ville Jaguars at LAC

19. Justin Fields, Chicago Bears 
vs. HOU

20. Daniel Jones, New York 
Giants vs. DAL
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Bills’ Bobby Hart 
suspended one 
game for hitting 

Titans coach
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Buffalo Bills offensive lineman Bobby Hart is sus-
pended for one game after he threw a punch at a Ten-
nessee Titans player, but instead hit a coach, after a Week 
2 win, the NFL announced.

The NFL announced the suspension, which is without 
pay, Tuesday night. Hart, who can appeal the suspen-
sion, hit the coach after the Bills beat the Titans 41-7 on 
Monday at Highmark Stadium in Orchard Park, N.Y.

“As both teams were heading to the tunnel, you 
walked directly across the field to seek out your op-
ponent,” NFL vice president of football operations Jon 
Runyan wrote in a news release. “You approached him 
near the end zone and a coach had to hold you back as 
others shook hands.

“Once you and your opponent were in the end zone 
near the tunnel, you confronted him and immediately 
swung at him with a closed fist, striking the head of a 
Tennessee coach. Your aggressive conduct could have 
caused serious injury and clearly does not reflect the high 
standards of sportsmanship expected of a professional.”

Hart, 28, appeared in each of the Bills’ first two games. 
The six-year veteran split last season between the Bills 
and Titans rosters. He also spent three seasons with the 
Cincinnati Bengals and three seasons with the New York 
Giants. He entered the league as a seventh-round pick 
in the 2015 NFL Draft.

Hart is eligible to return to the Bills’ active roster 
Monday. The Bills will face the Miami Dolphins at 1 
p.m. EDT Sunday at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami 
Gardens, Fla.

Yankees’ Aaron Judge hits 60th  
homer of 2022, ties Babe Ruth

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Aaron Judge climbed up the sin-
gle-season home run record book, 
smacking his 60th of 2022, tying a 
Babe Ruth record and sparking a New 
York Yankees comeback win over the 
Pittsburgh Pirates.

Judge rotated his wrist, smashed 
his bat into the sinker and obliter-
ated the offering for a 430-foot solo 
homer in the ninth inning of the 9-8 
victory Tuesday at Yankee Stadium 
in New York.

“You talk about Ruth and Roger 
Maris and Mickey Mantle and all 
of these Yankees greats, that did so 
many great things in this game, you 
never imagine as a kid getting men-
tioned with them It’s an incredible 
honor and something I don’t take 
lightly,” Judge told reporters.

“But, we’re not done.”

The longball gave Judge the same 
home run total Ruth reached in the 
1927 season for the Yankees. He now 
eyes Maris’ single-season Yankees 
record of 61, which he set in 1961.

Former Chicago Cubs slugger 
Sammy Sosa hit 63 home runs in 1999 
and 64 in 2001. St. Louis Cardinals 
legend Mark McGwire hit 65 in 1999. 
San Francisco Giants slugger Barry 
Bonds set the single season record in 
2001 with 73. McGwire and Sosa rank 
second and third on the list for the 

respective 70 and 66 home runs they 
hit during their 1998 home run battle.

Judge’s ninth-inning solo shot cut 
the Yankees’ deficit to 8-5. Designated 
hitter Giancarlo Stanton hit a walk-
off grand slam in the same inning to 
cap the Yankees rally.

The Yankees held a 2-1 lead after 
five innings. Pirates catcher Jason 
Delay hit a two-run double for a 3-2 
edge in the top of the sixth. Yankees 
center fielder Harrison Bader hit a 
go-ahead, two-run single in the bot-
tom of the sixth.

Pirates center fielder Bryan Reyn-
olds tied the game with a solo homer 

in the top of the seventh. The Pirates 
drove in four runs in the top of the 
eighth before the Yankees’ final-in-
ning rally.

Reynolds went 4 for 5 with two 
RBIs and two runs scored in the loss.

Judge went 1 for 4 with an RBI, a 
walk, a run scored and a strikeout. He 
is now hitting an American League 
best .316 with an MLB-best 128 RBIs 
and 123 runs scored, in addition to 
his 60 long balls.

The Yankees (89-58) will host the 
Pirates (55-93) in the final game of 
the series at 7:05 p.m. EDT Wednes-
day at Yankee Stadium.

New York Yankees outfielder Aaron Judge hits his 60th home run of the 
season against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Tuesday at Yankee Stadium in 
New York. Photo by John Angelillo/UPI 

Shakira experiencing her ‘darkest hour’ after Gerard Pique split
By Annie Martin 

UPI

Shakira says she’s in her “dark-
est hour” following her split from 
her partner, Gerard Piqué.

The 45-year-old Columbian 
singer broke her silence on her 
separation from Piqué, 35, in the 
October issue of Elle.

Shakira and Piqué, a Spanish 
soccer star, split in June after 12 
years together. The pair have two 
children together, sons Milan, 9, 
and Sasha, 7.

In the interview, Shakira said 
she’s kept quiet about the split in 
part to protect her kids.

“I’ve remained quiet and just 
tried to process it all,” the star 

said. “And so it’s been tough not 
only for me, but also for my kids. 
Incredibly difficult. I have pa-
parazzi camping outside, in front 
of my house, 24/7. And there’s 
not a place where I can hide from 
them with my kids, except for my 
own house.”

“And I’ve tried to conceal the 
situation in front of my kids. I 
try to do it and to protect them, 
because that’s my number one 
mission in life. But then they 
hear things in school from their 
friends or they come across some 
disagreeable, unpleasant news 
online, and it just affects them, 
you know?” she added.

Shakira, whose father is also 
recovering from health issues, said 

her situation sometimes feels like 
“a bad dream.”

“But no, it’s real. And what’s also 
real is the disappointment to see 
something as sacred and special as 
I thought was the relationship I had 
with my kids’ father and see that 
turned into something vulgarized 
and cheapened by the media. And 
all of this while my dad has been 
in the ICU and I’ve been fighting 
on different fronts,” the singer said.

“Like I said, this is probably 
the darkest hour of my life,” she 
added. “But then I think about all 
those women around the world 
who are going through hardship, 
who are going through a situation 
as bad as mine or as difficult as 
mine or worse.”

Shakira broke her silence on her separation from her partner, 
Spanish soccer star Gerard Piqué. File Photo by Rune Helles-
tad/UPI

Blackpink’s ‘Shut Down’ music video passes  
100M views on YouTube

By Annie Martin 
UPI

South Korean girl group 
Blackpink has another mu-
sic video with more than 
100 million views on You-

Tube.
The K-pop stars celebrat-

ed on Twitter after their vid-
eo for “Shut Down” reached 
the milestone Tuesday.

“BLINKs worldwide, 
thank you so much!” Black-

pink’s agency, YG, tweeted, 
referencing the group’s fan 
base, known as BLINK.

“Shut Down” is Black-
pink’s 12th music video to 
reach 100 million views, 
following “Boombayah,” 

“Playing with Fire,” “Whis-
tle,” “As If It’s Your Last,” 
“Stay,” “Ddu-du Ddu-du,” 
“Kill This Love,” “How You 
Like That,” “Ice Cream,” 
“Lovesick Girls” and “Pink 
Venom.”

The video passed 100 
million views just over five 
days after its release.

“Shut Down” appears 
on Blackpink’s new album, 
Born Pink, released on Fri-
day. The group performed 

the song Monday on Jimmy 
Kimmel Live!

Blackpink consists of 
Jisoo, Jennie, Rosé and Lisa. 
The group’s video for “Whis-
tle” reached 800 million 
views earlier this month.
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Migrants flown to Martha’s Vineyard sue Florida  
for violating their rights

By Darryl Coote 
UPI

Lawyers representing migrants 
flown last week from Texas to 
Martha’s Vineyard have filed 
a class action lawsuit charging 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis with 
violating their clients’ civil rights 
by victimizing them in an illegal 
scheme that sought political gain.

The lawsuit filed Tuesday by 
Lawyers for Civil Rights accuses 
the Republican governor and his 
administration of manipulating 
some 50 Venezuelan migrants 
lawfully in the United States with 
“false promises and misrepre-
sentations” of housing, work and 
education to board two planes 
charted by DeSantis that flew 
them Wednesday to the Massa-
chusetts island where they were 
“abandoned.”

The lawsuit names DeSantis, 
his transportation secretary, Jared 
Perdue, as well as the transporta-
tion department and the state as 
defendants, accusing them and 
other unidentified accomplices of 
running “a premeditated, fraudu-
lent and illegal scheme” that de-
prived their clients of their liberty, 
bodily autonomy, due process and 
equal protection under the law 
to advance their own personal, 
financial and political interests.

The lawyers also charged the 
DeSantis administration of carry-
ing out the scheme with the use of 
federal COVID-19 relief money.

“No human being should be 
used as a political pawn in the 
nation’s highly polarized debate 
over immigration,” Ivan Espino-
za-Madrigal, executive director 
of Lawyers for Civil Rights, said 
in a statement.

The migrants were sent to Mar-

tha’s Vineyard, a small island of 
some 15,000 people, on Wednes-
day with DeSantis claiming credit, 
stating it’s part of his so-called 
immigration relocation program 
that he spearheaded to protect 
Florida from the impacts of the 
Biden administration’s immigra-
tion policies.

The flights were sent amid a 
fight between DeSantis, Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott and President 
Joe Biden as the two governors 
have repeatedly blamed the pres-
ident and his policies for the 
increase in migrants attempting 
to enter the United States via its 
southwestern border.

Abbott this summer has also 
bussed thousands of migrants to 
northern Democrat-led cities.

Democrats and civil and hu-
man rights advocates have con-
demn DeSantis over using human 
lives in what they say is a political 

stunt, but the Republican and 
potential presidential candidate 
has repeatedly defended the action 
since, stating the migrants were 
identified in Texas as wanting to 
go to Florida and instead the state 
offered them free transport to a 
“sanctuary” jurisdiction.

“We are not a sanctuary state,” 
he said Thursday.

According to state records, the 
two flights costs $615,000, and 
he has said he has $12 million at 
his disposal for the immigration 
relocation plan and he intends 
to spend “every penny of that to 
make sure that we’re protecting 
the people of the state of Florida.”

The migrants were approached 
by unidentified people concerning 
plans to board the planes at a mi-
grant center in San Antonio. The 
lawsuit for the first time details 
how the defendants provided the 
migrants, some of whom have 

suffered from chronic food inse-
curity, with $10 McDonalds gift 
certificates and other such items to 
gain their trust and cooperation.

“After luring Plaintiffs by ex-
ploiting their most basic needs, 
the Doe Defendants then made 
false promises and false represen-
tations that if Plaintiffs and class 
members were willing to board 
airplanes to other states, they 
would receive employment, hous-
ing, educational opportunities and 
other like assistance upon their 
arrival,” the lawsuit states.

The lawyers state their clients 
were then put up in free hotels 
that sequestered them from the 
migrant center and from “the pos-
sibility of actual good Samaritans 
finding out how the class members 
were being abused.”

The migrants were informed 
that they were being taken to 
Boston or Washington, D.C., but 
instead dropped them off on Mar-
tha’s Vineyard without food, water 
or shelter and with no one there 
knowing they were to arrive, it said.

“The Doe Defendants dis-
appeared and did not answer 
alarmed calls from the class mem-
bers to get information about 
what had gone wrong after they 
landed,” the lawsuit states. “But 
nothing had ‘gone wrong.’ Instead, 
the scheme worked exactly as the 
Defendants intended.

“These immigrants, who are 
pursuing the proper channels for 
lawful immigration status in the 
United States, experienced cruel-
ty akin to what they fled in their 
home country.”

As evidence that their clients 
were being mislead, the lawyers 
said the migrants were given an 
official-looking brochure titled 
“Massachusetts Refugee Benefits” 

right before landing that said they 
would be provided with assistance 
with housing, furnishings, food 
and other basic necessities. It also 
included sections instructing 
them about gaining eight months 
of cash assistance as well as em-
ployment.

The lawyers are asking the 
court to declare the actions by 
DeSantis and his administration 
violated the U.S. Constitution, 
enjoin them from inducing other 
migrants to travel across state lines 
by fraud and misrepresentation 
and award compensatory, emo-
tional distress and punitive dam-
ages to the individual plaintiffs.

“For the governor of Florida 
to cynically use recently arrived 
immigrants who have applied for 
asylum in the U.S. to advance a 
hate-driven agenda intended to 
create confusion and rejection 
throughout the country, is not 
only morally despicable, but utter-
ly contrary to the best traditions 
of humanitarian protection em-
braced by most Americans,” Oscar 
Chacon, the executive direction 
of Alianza Americas, which is 
also a plaintiff in the case, said in 
a statement.

“We want to do everything 
we can to prevent more abuses 
against newly arrived immigrants, 
especially asylum seekers who 
deserve support, protection and 
to be recognized for their incred-
ible contributions they make to 
the U.S.”

DeSantis’ office has be asked 
for comment.

The lawsuit was filed a day after 
a Texas county sheriff announced 
the opening of a criminal inves-
tigation into the flights and amid 
calls for the Justice Department to 
do likewise.

Lawyers representing migrants flown from Texas to Martha’s 
Vineyard last week filed a lawsuit Tuesday charging Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis of violating their constitutional rights. File Photo 
By Gary I Rothstein/UPI

Sope Dirisu 
reacts to reveal 
of Keanu Reeves 

‘Constantine’ sequel
By Karen Butler  

& Adam Schrader 
UPI

Sope Dirisu reacted Sat-
urday to news that Keanu 
Reeves would star in the 
sequel to the 2005 sci-fi 
blockbuster, Constantine.

Reeves is returning to the 
titular role, a supernatural 
exorcist, 17 years after the 
film grossed more than 
$200 million at the world-
wide box office in 2005, The 
Hollywood Reporter, Vari-
ety and Deadline reported 
Friday.

“Give ‘em Hell, King,” Di-
risu wrote on Twitter with 
fan art of Reeves as John 
Constantine.

The studio has not offi-
cially announced the proj-
ect.

Dirisu was rumored to 
have been cast as the DC 

Comics hero John Con-
stantine in a series that J.J. 
Abrams had been develop-
ing for HBO Max that is not 
going forward.

It is one of many projects, 
along with Batgirl, that was 
scrapped when Warner Bros 
and Discovery merged ear-
lier this year.

Akiva Goldsman is writ-
ing the screenplay and will 
produce the sequel, while 
Francis Lawrence, who 
helmed the original Constan-
tine, will be back to direct.

The franchise follows 
John Constantine, a su-
per-powered exorcist who 
can see the demons and 
angels influencing humans.

The animated movie, 
Constantine: City of De-
mons, was released in 2018 
and a short-lived live-action 
NBC series starring Matt 
Ryan aired 2014-15.

Keanu Reeves is returning for a second “Constantine” 
movie. File Photo by Keizo Mori/UPI

Olivia Wilde, Harry Styles attend ‘Don’t 
Worry Darling’ screening in New York

By Annie Martin 
UPI

Olivia Wilde and the stars of Don’t Worry Darling 
walked the red carpet Monday in New York.

Wilde, who directed and produced the new psycho-
logical thriller film, attended a Q&A and screening of 
the movie at AMC Lincoln Square theater in New York.

The actress and director was joined by cast members 
Harry Styles, Gemma Chan, Nick Kroll, Sydney Chandler, 
Kate Berlant, Asif Ali and Douglas Smith. Florence Pugh 
and Chris Pine were not present at the event.

Wilde wore a simple black dress with a cutout back, 
while Styles sported a blue velvet blazer with pinstriped 
trousers.

Sources told Us Weekly that Wilde and Styles, who 

have been romantically linked since late 2020, sat on 
opposite sides of the stage during the Q&A.

In the October issue of Vanity Fair, Wilde denied 
leaving her ex-husband, actor Jason Sudeikis, for Styles.

“The complete [expletive] idea that I left Jason for Har-
ry is completely inaccurate,” Wilde said. “Our relationship 
was over long before I met Harry. Like any relationship 
that ends, it doesn’t end overnight.”

Don’t Worry Darling is written by Katie Silberman. The 
film follows Alice (Pugh) and Jack (Styles), a young couple 
living in the seemingly perfect town of Victory, Calif., 
in the 1950s. Alice becomes suspicious of her husband’s 
work on the mysterious “Victory Project.”

Don’t Worry Darling had its world premiere at the 
Venice International Film Festival this month and will 
open in theaters Friday.

Soccer: Neymar rips Champions League 
referee after booking for celebration

By Alex Butler 
UPI

Brazilian soccer star Neymar Jr. took to social media to 
criticize a referee who gave him a yellow card, prompted 
by his celebration after a goal he scored in Paris Saint-Ger-
main’s recent Champions League win.

The striker received the card after he scored the final 
goal in the 3-1 group stage victory over Maccabi Haifa 
on Wednesday in Haifa, Israel.

Neymar scored PSG’s third goal on a breakaway in 
the 88th minute. Midfielder Marco Verratti held the ball 
on the right flank before he spotted Neymar crossing 
midfield. He then fired a deep pass just ahead of the box. 
Neymar corralled the feed and used his left foot to finish 
into the right side of the net.

Neymar put his hands on the side of his head and stuck 
out his tongue toward the crowd after the score, the same 
celebration he uses after most of his goals. The nearby 
referee then showed him a yellow card.

“Total lack of respect for the athlete,” Neymar tweeted 
Wednesday night. “This kind of thing can’t happen. I take 
the yellow for simply not having done anything and I 
continue to be harmed.

“And the referee? Not even to say he was wrong. He 
will! A lot of lack of respect.”

Neymar also addressed the situation on Instagram.
“Another victory, congratulations, but we move on 

right? There it is; a celebration is a yellow card, another 
one for the list ... haha,” Neymar said in an Instagram 
story. “It’s only with me that these things happen to. 
Next time, I will warn the referee’s that I am going to 
do it.”

Neymar Jr. scored in the 88th minute of PSG’s Cham-
pions League group stage win over Maccabi Haifa on 
Wednesday in Haifa, Israel. Photo by Abir Sultan/
EPA-EFE


