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IRS lowers tax rates, raises standard deductions  
for 2023, hoping to offset inflation

By A. L. Lee 
UPI

The IRS has announced plans to adjust 
household tax rates for inflation in 2023, mean-
ing millions of U.S. workers will take home more 
money next year.

The decision will increase standard deduc-
tions, while changing the rate of tax at certain 
levels of income as surging costs continue 
to inflict pain across every sector of the U.S. 
economy, hitting the pocketbooks of regular 

Americans especially hard.
Inflation is at more than 8% year over year. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics released data last 
week showing rents up 7.2%, while electricity 
costs jumped 15% and groceries surged 13% 
during the same time. Health insurance costs 
have also gone up about 30%.

The Biden administration sees the tax modi-
fication as a way to offset rising food and energy 
prices -- the worst the country has seen since 
the 1980s.

The amount of tax savings for couples and 

individuals, however, is capped by an law passed 
under President Donald Trump in 2017, which 
inextricably links tax rates to an adjunct Con-
sumer Price Index.

Still, next year’s standard deduction for cou-
ples will grow to $27,700, an increase of $1,800; 
while the standard deduction for individuals 
will rise $900 to $13,850.

In all, seven income brackets will be adjust-
ed for inflation, with the largest shift coming 

Biden administration announces $2.8 
billion for EV battery projects in 12 states

By Doug Cunningham 
UPI

The White House said Wednes-
day that President Biden is award-
ing $2.8 billion in Energy Depart-
ment grants from his bipartisan 
infrastructure law to 20 manufac-
turing and processing companies 
in 12 states.

The Biden Administration is 
also launching the “American Bat-
tery Materials Initiative,” described 
by the White House as a new effort 
to mobilize government to help 
industry create a reliable and sus-
tainable supply of critical minerals 
for EV’s and electric power.

“Together, these actions will 
improve America’s energy indepen-
dence, strengthen national security, 
support good-paying jobs across 
battery supply chains, and lower 
costs for working families,” the 
White House said in a statement.

“Producing advanced batteries 
President Joe Biden Wednesday announced $2.8 billion in Energy Department grants from the Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure law to EV battery makers in 12 states. Looking on are Energy Secretary Jennifer 
Granholm (L) and Senior Energy Security Advisor for the State Department Amos Hochstein (R). File 
Photo by Sarah Silbiger/UPISee BATTERY, page 5

See IRS, page 8
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Proxy wars and 
21st-century 

merchants of death
By Harlan Ullman,  

Arnaud de Borchgrave Distinguished Columnist

The conflict in Ukraine is, by any definition, a “proxy war.”
But it is being fought entirely differently by the United 

States, the West and Russia. The United States and the West 
are waging a traditional proxy war that Franklin D. Roosevelt 
used to help Great Britain persevere against Nazi Germany 
prior to Pearl Harbor and the CIA in Afghanistan after the 
1979 Soviet invasion.

Ultimately, the Afghan mujahedin were able to force the 
Soviets to withdraw using the weaponry supplied by the 
United States, particularly Stinger missiles.

Ukraine is being supplied with the military wherewithal 
and support to defend itself against Russia. Whether enough 
weaponry to eject Russia from all the occupied territories will 
be provided is unclear. The expectation is that Russian forces 
will be so badly bloodied that at some stage that war will end 
to Ukraine’s advantage. But expectations are not always met.

Russia is waging a broader “proxy war” against the West, 
using Ukraine as the “proxy,” in essence repeating the U.S. at-
tempt in Vietnam by direct military intervention into Ukraine. 
In the mid-1960s, Vietnam became a vital American interest in 
stopping the spread of “Godless, monolithic communism,” as 
Lyndon Johnson argued, on “the Mekong and not the Missis-
sippi.” The United States intervened with half a million troops 
while also trying to build an indigenous army. Both failed.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has not declared war, 
calling the invasion a “special military operation.” Believing 
that the danger posed by Western engagement in Ukraine 
is potentially as existential to Russia as LBJ thought Viet-
nam was to America, Putin concluded that it could only 
be resolved by military force. Further, Putin has drawn an 
ambiguous “red line” with the West, threatening to use “all 
available means.”

With the exception of the brief U.S.-Mexican War (1846-
48) and, after Pearl Harbor, Japan’s occupation of two tiny 
Aleutian Islands in 1942, unlike Russia, America’s external 
wars after the revolution were all fought offshore. Sept. 11 
was next time the United States was seriously attacked at 
home. For the Russians and Soviets, virtually all wars, proxy 
or not, were waged on or inside its borders, most recently in 
Afghanistan and Ukraine.

Proxy wars such as the Spanish Civil War, pitting Nazi 
Germany against the USSR, have often been enabled by so-
called merchants of death. Greek born-Basil Zaharoff was 
the most notorious. Zaharoff made fortunes selling arms to 
all sides before, during and after World War I; was granted 
an honorary knighthood by the crown; and whose life made 
James Bond seem like a second-rate spy.

Ukraine is no exception. About merchants of death, Rus-
sia is supported by and dependent on two: Evgeny Prigozhin 
and his Wagner Group and Chechen strongman Ramzan 
Kadyrov. While not a death merchant, in the 21st century 
digital age, Elon Musk, the world’s richest man and owner 
of SpaceX, controls Ukraine’s ability to wage war. Ukraine is 
entirely dependent on Musk’s satellite Starlink for military 
communications and command and control.

While Zaharoff sold submarines, warships and machine 
guns, other competitors always existed. This does not apply 
to Starlink. Suppose Putin persuaded Musk to deny Ukraine 
Starlink services in exchange for a negotiated end of the 
war. For the United States, is this a viable and defensible 
situation when a civilian can control Ukraine’s future on 
the battlefield? And is this a possible violation of the Logan 
Act, which aims to prevent private citizens from conducting 
foreign policy?

Which variant of proxy war will prevail? The Afghan case 
worked 30 years ago. Is it still viable today?

Putin is emulating the Vietnam example. But if this is 
indeed a wider war being waged against the West, what is 
Putin’s strategy? How far will Putin go given the poor perfor-
mance of his army and improving that performance may not 
be possible for the foreseeable future? As LBJ was limited in 
escalating in Vietnam, will the same constraints affect Putin?

PayPal Just Gave America an Eerie 
Glimpse Into the Future.  

Now, There’s No Going Back
Our right to free expres-

sion is unquestionably the 
most significant of all of the 
liberties that we hold most 
dear. It is the foundation of 
every right that we enjoy as 
Americans and is the rea-
son why society exists in its 
current form, as well as the 
reason why it will continue 
to evolve each year so long 
as this right exists.

As we are well aware, the 
First Amendment guaran-
tee of free expression only 
extends to censorship by 
state actors such as Con-
gress, local governments 
and school boards. That’s 
why when a private entity 
decides to suppress speech, 
we frequently tolerate a 
certain degree of censor-
ship before reacting and 
resisting. No revolution 
is necessary to change the 
policy of even the larg-
est corporations, and no 
blood or death is required 
to strike fear into the hearts 
of private organizations. 
Instead, we need only to 
vote with our wallets and 
choose to transact with new 
companies that emerge as a 
result of the improper deci-
sions made by the existing 
companies. Governments, 
on the other hand, do not 
provide us with this right; 
therefore, we must be will-
ing to fight to the death to 
restore the principles we 
desire, should the govern-
ment overreach.

But what happens when 

a business with the same im-
pact on your life as the gov-
ernment goes badly? Recent-
ly, the payment processing 

behemoth 
P a y P a l 
crossed a 
line by im-
plement-
ing one of 
the most 
alarming 
and totali-
tarian rules 
ever im-
posed on 

clients by a private company. 
PayPal, a company already 
reviled for its poor customer 
service and arbitrary rules, 
decided to begin assuming 
the role of the thought police 
by modifying its terms of 
service to allow it to collect 
a $2,500 fine in addition to 
freezing a person’s funds if 
they spread “misinforma-
tion.”

It is not difficult to imag-
ine the consequences of a 
payment processing giant 
instituting such an op-
pressive policy, making it 
not only the arbitrator of 
truth but also giving it a 
stranglehold over a person’s 
livelihood when it disagrees 
with that individual. The 
chilling impact on speech 
was evident, for instance, 
when the Canadian gov-
ernment began to freeze the 
bank accounts of protesting 
truck drivers earlier this 
year. It seems that PayPal, 
observing the effect Cana-

da’s policy had on protests 
-- essentially eliminating 
the protests overnight -- de-
cided to introduce a similar 
rule to establish themselves 
as influential speech mod-
erators.

Misinformation is harm-
ful to society and should 
not be tolerated. However, 
creating rules that permit 
a single body to determine 
what constitutes misinfor-
mation and what consti-
tutes truth is inappropriate. 
Frequently, misinformation 
is just an unproven theory 
or a disputed viewpoint 
that causes dissidents to 
consider the opposition as 
the enemy.

Thankfully, PayPal re-
versed this decision, ex-
plaining that it was an error 
and was never intended to 
be included in the terms 
of service. Whether or not 
this is the case, it is evident 
at this point that PayPal is 
ready, willing and able to 
introduce repressive and 
restricted policies on the 
platform if public opinion 
shifts in the appropriate 
direction. If PayPal wants 
to improve its public image, 
it must explain in detail 
how and why the error oc-
curred. Furthermore, Pay-
Pal should seek to identify 
the individual or individu-
als responsible and explain 
why they were granted the 
permission to amend the 
terms and even why they 
were permitted to consider 

those changes. In the ab-
sence of full transparency, 
it will be impossible for 
customers to trust PayPal’s 
word, given the company’s 
existing poor reputation.

There is no doubt in my 
mind that situations simi-
lar to this will continue to 
recur in the private sector, 
and the chilling impact they 
will have in the absence 
of a government response 
will likely manifest itself 
once more. What, after all, 
prevents other large tech 
platforms or even tradition-
al banks from establishing 
themselves as the arbiters 
of truth and denying ac-
cess to money, the basic 
means of subsistence in 
the modern world to those 
who propagate ideas with 
which they disagree? The 
answer is nothing; the only 
thing preventing them from 
using this option is the 
market, but should the 
market shift in the direction 
of socialism, Marxism or 
communism, this future 
seems less improbable and 
more inevitable. It is only 
a matter of time before the 
prevalent view of speech 
shifts from freedom to re-
striction. Even worse, once 
this day arrives, the chilling 
effect on speech will be so 
severe that there will be no 
going back, as the reper-
cussions of speaking out 
against the platform will be 
too strong for the average 
individual to bear.

Experts grade Facebook, TikTok, Twitter, 
YouTube on election misinformation

By Dam Hee Kim & 
Anjana Susarla  

& Scott Shackelford

The 2016 U.S. election 
was a wake-up call about 
the dangers of political 
misinformation on social 
media.

With two more election 
cycles rife with misinfor-
mation under their belts, 
social media companies 
have experience identify-
ing and countering misin-
formation. However, the 
nature of the threat misin-
formation poses to society 
continues to shift in form 
and targets.

The big lie about the 
2020 presidential election 
has become a major theme, 
and immigrant commu-
nities are increasingly in 
the crosshairs of disinfor-
mation campaigns -- de-
liberate efforts to spread 
misinformation.

Social media companies 
have announced plans to 
deal with misinformation 
in the 2022 midterm elec-
tions, but the companies 
vary in their approaches 
and effectiveness. We asked 
experts on social media to 
grade how ready Facebook, 
TikTok, Twitter and You-
Tube are to handle the task.

2022 is looking like 2020
Dam Hee Kim, assistant 

professor of communica-
tion, University of Arizona

Social media are im-
portant sources of news 
for most Americans, but 
they also could be a fer-
tile ground for spreading 
misinformation. Major so-
cial media platforms an-

nounced plans for dealing 
with misinformation in 
the U.S. midterm elections, 
but experts noted that they 
are not very different from 
their 2020 plans.

One important consid-
eration: Users are not con-
strained to using just one 
platform. One company’s 
intervention may backfire 
and promote cross-plat-
form diffusion of misinfor-
mation. Major social media 
platforms may need to co-
ordinate efforts to combat 
misinformation.

Facebook/Meta: C

Facebook was largely 
blamed for its failure to 
combat misinformation 
during the 2016 presiden-
tial election campaign. 
Although engagement -- 
likes, shares and comments 
-- with misinformation on 
Facebook peaked with 160 
million per month during 
the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, the level in July 2018, 
60 million per month, was 
still at high levels.

More recent evidence 
shows that Facebook’s ap-
proach still needs work 
when it comes to manag-
ing accounts that spread 
misinformation, flagging 
misinformation posts and 
reducing the reach of those 
accounts and posts. In April 
2020, fact checkers notified 
Facebook about 59 accounts 
that spread misinformation 
about COVID-19. As of 
November 2021, 31 of them 
were still active. Also, Chi-
nese state-run Facebook ac-
counts have been spreading 

misinformation about the 
war in Ukraine in English 
to their hundreds of mil-
lions of followers.

Twitter: B

While Twitter has gener-
ally not been treated as the 
biggest culprit of misinfor-
mation since 2016, it is un-
clear if its misinformation 
measures are sufficient. In 
fact, shares of misinforma-
tion on Twitter increased 
from about 3 million per 
month during the 2016 
presidential election to 
about 5 million per month 
in July 2018.

This pattern seems to 
have continued as over 
300,000 Tweets -- excluding 
retweets -- included links 
that were flagged as false 
after fact checks between 
April 2019 and February 
2021. Fewer than 3% of 
these tweets were presented 
with warning labels or pop-
up boxes.

Among tweets  that 
shared the same link to mis-
information, only a minori-
ty displayed these warn-
ings, suggesting that the 
process of putting warnings 
on misinformation is not 
automatic, uniform or effi-
cient. Twitter did announce 
that it redesigned labels to 
hinder further interactions 
and facilitate clicks for ad-
ditional information.

TikTok: D

As the fastest-growing 
social media platform, Tik-
Tok has two notable charac-
teristics: Its predominantly 

young adult user base reg-
ularly consumes news on 
the platform, and its short 
videos often come with 
attention-grabbing images 
and sounds. While these 
videos are more difficult to 
review than text-based con-
tent, they are more likely to 
be recalled, evoke emotion 
and persuade people.

TikTok’s approach to 
misinformation needs ma-
jor improvements. A search 
for prominent news topics 
in September turned up 
user-generated videos, 20% 
of which included misinfor-
mation, and videos contain-
ing misinformation were 
often in the first five results. 
When neutral phrases were 
used as search terms, for 
example “2022 elections,” 
TikTok’s search bar sug-
gested more phrases that 
were charged, for example 
“January 6 FBI.” Also, Tik-
Tok presents reliable sourc-
es alongside accounts that 
spread misinformation.

YouTube: B-

Between April 2019 and 
February 2021, 170 YouTube 
videos were flagged as false 
by a fact-checking organiza-
tion. Just over half of them 
were presented with “learn 
more” information panels, 
though without being flagged 
as false. YouTube seems to 
have added information pan-
els mostly by automatically 
detecting certain keywords 
involving controversial topics 
like COVID-19, not nec-
essarily after checking the 
content of the video for mis-
information.
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OUR CHANCE, OUR CHOICE,
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OCT. 20
One-stop, in-person

voting period
begins.

 

NOV. 1
Deadline for

civilians to submit
an absentee ballot

request form

NOV. 5
One-stop, in-person

voting period 
ends at 3 p.m.

NOV. 8
 Election Day 
 Civilian Absentee

Ballot return deadline
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and components here at 
home will accelerate the 
transition away from fossil 
fuels to meet the strong de-
mand for electric vehicles, 

creating more good-paying 
jobs across the country,” En-
ergy Secretary Jennifer Gra-
nholm said in a statement.

These efforts are part of 
a strategic Biden adminis-
tration plan to make half of 
all new vehicles sold in the 
United States in 2030 elec-

tric. According to the White 
House, EV sales have tripled 
since Biden has been in office.

“This market transforma-
tion is expected to increase 
demand for critical minerals 
such as lithium and graphite 
used in EV batteries.,” the 
White House statement said. 

“Today’s announcements 
demonstrate how the United 
States is poised to meet this 
challenge while growing 
our economy and creating 
high-quality union jobs in 
the battery supply chain.”

The White House touted 
Biden’s economic agenda 

efforts, asserting in a state-
ment that those efforts have 
already “ignited a domestic 
manufacturing boom with 
companies announcing over 
$100 billion in EV, battery 
and EV charging investments 
here in the United States.”

In addition to the Energy 

Department grants and battery 
initiative, the White House 
said Wednesday that the Biden 
infrastructure law combined 
with the CHIPS & Science Act 
and the Inflation Reduction 
Act will invest more than $135 
billion to “build America’s elec-
tric vehicle future.”

Battery
continued from page 1

If you SEE signs of a gas leak, leave the area 
immediately and call 1-855-767-2482 

Ways you can detect a gas leak: 
• HEAR a hissing sound 
• SMELL an odor similar to rotten eggs 
• SEE blowing dirt, bubbling water, or dead plants 
• DO NOT search for the leak, try to stop it, smoke,   

or use anything that may create a spark or flame 

See dead grass or plants?

IT COULD BE
A GAS LEAK

guc.com
(252) 752-7166
401 S. Greene St.
Greenville, NC 27834
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Dems pass the baton
CONG. CLYBURN STUMPS FOR SEN. DON 

DAVIS IN GREENVILLE
Congress Jim Clyburn visited Green-

ville on Wednesday to stump for Sen. Don 
Davis as prepares to take the reins from 
Con. G.K. Butterfield and the theme was 
passing the baton as Congressman Butter-
field about his upcoming retirement  and 
handing the political reins off to up and 
coming Senator Don Davis.  Congressman 

Clyburn was very well received, and he 
seemed to genuinely appreciate the warm 
reception on a cool morning.  Sen. Davis 
noted that he was up by a wide margin as 
he exited to attend another rally in Wil-
son and Rocky Mount.  They also noted 
that the passing of the baton involves the 
community as well so I hope that we are 
all up to run the race.

Greenville-Shown in Photo-Congressman Jim Clyburn.

DOJ files injunction against six 
e-cigarette makers

By Simon Druker & Darryl Coote 
UPI

The Justice Department has filed a 
permanent injunction against six separate 
manufacturers of e-cigarettes, alleging they 
continue to flout federal rules and guide-
lines, authorities said Tuesday.

The court filings on behalf of the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration mark 
the first time the FDA has initiated 
injunction proceedings to enforce the 
Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act’s 
premarket review requirements for new 
tobacco products, the agency said in a 
statement.

Under the FD&C Act’s parameters, 
the Justice Department institutes judicial 
enforcement actions on behalf of the FDA.

Authorities allege Morin Enterprises, 
doing business as E-Cig Crib in Minnesota; 
Soul Vapor in West Virginia; Super Vape’z 
in Washington; Vapor Craft in Georgia, 
Lucky’s Convenience & Tobacco, doing 
business as Lucky’s Vape & Smoke Shop 
in Kansas and Seditious Vapors, doing 
business as Butt Out in Arizona, all failed 
to submit premarket applications for their 
e-cigarettes.

All six continue to illegally manufacture 
and sell their products despite multiple 
warnings, the FDA contends. The agen-
cy said its individual warnings to all six 
companies, included the fact that further 

violations could lead to enforcement action, 
including the injunction.

“Today’s enforcement actions represent 
a significant step for the FDA in preventing 
tobacco product manufacturers from vio-
lating the law,” Brian King, director of the 
FDA’s Center for Tobacco Products said in 
a statement.

“We will not stand by as manufacturers 
repeatedly break the law, especially after 
being afforded multiple opportunities to 
comply.”

Health advocates on Tuesday lauded the 
decision to seek litigation.

“The American Lung Association ap-
plauds this action from the DOJ and FDA 
and urges the Biden administration to con-
tinue their work to enforce the law. These 
companies were warned, but continued to 
violate the law,” American Lung Associa-
tion National President and CEO Harold 
Wimmer said in a statement, while calling 
for further actions to be taken to rein in 
the new industry.

“There is an urgent need to prevent 
more kids from becoming addicted to these 
products and from new flavored products 
coming onto the marketplace,” Wimmer 
said.

Earlier this month, the FDA published 
its annual National Youth Tobacco Survey, 
which found that more than 2.5 million 
high and middle school students use 
e-cigarettes.

FAYE BORDEAUX  
FOR PITT COUNTY  
COMMISSIONER

•  A Native of Pitt County 

•  Successful Businesswoman & Social Worker 

•  Will Focus on Smart Growth 

•   Advocate for Public Schools 

•  Will Tackle our Mental Health  
    & Substance Abuse Crisis 

•  Investment in our Parks and Recreation  
    Programs 

•  More Citizen Engagement  
    and Citizen Input 

•  Will Address the Housing  
    Crisis in Pitt County 

•  Protect our Quality of Life 

I will focus on action  
and results – not rhetoric.  
Our county government  
needs to listen and be  
responsive to our residents.”   
 
– Faye Bordeaux

www.fayebordeaux.com 
 
 
 PAID FOR BY 
THE COMMITTEE TO  
ELECT FAYE BORDEAUX

“

A NEW VOICE. A NEW LEADER FOR PITT COUNTY.

FayeNP.qxp_Layout 1  10/14/22  11:05 AM  Page 1
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CURTIS MCCOY BOYD JR
POSSESSION OF FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
MAINTN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS — FELONY
FELONY CONSPIRACY — FELONY
PWISD COCAINE — FELONY

JAMES OLIVER DEMPSEY III
POSSESS HEROIN — FELONY
SIMPLE POSSESS SCH IV CS — MISDEMEANOR
POSSESS DRUG PARAPHERNALIA — MISDEMEANOR
MISDEMEANOR CHILD ABUSE — MISDEMEANOR

WILLIAM MATTHEW CAMPBELL
FELONY PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
ASSAULT ON A FEMALE — MISDEMEANOR
ASSUALT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON — MISDEMEANOR
FIRST DEGREE KIDNAPPING — FELONY

KEOSHA LASHAE BURNEY
FTA-DWLR NOT IMPAIRED REV — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-SPEEDING — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-ASSUALT ON EMC — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-RECKLESS DRIVING TO ENDANGER — MISDEMEANOR

REGINALD MAURICE CHAPMAN
FELONY PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY
SECOND DEG MURDER DIST DRUG — FELONY

ABBIE RAE MICHELLE GOMEZ
FELONY PROBATION VIOLATION — FELONY

DEMETRIUS MONTA COOPER
MURDER —FELONY

KRISTY JOHNSON GRAY
FTA-FELONY LARCENY — FELONY
FTA-OBTAIN PROPERTY FALSE PRETENSE — FELONY
FTA-DWLR NOT IMPAIRED REV — MISDEMEANOR
FTA-POSSESS DRUG PARAPHERNALIA — MISDEMEANOR

RONTRELL HOOKS
PWISD COCAINE —FELONY
MAINTN VEH/DWELL/PLACE CS — FELONY
POSSESSION FIREARM BY FELON — FELONY
FLEE/ELUDE ARREST W/MV — FELONY
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among the highest earners.
The tax rate goes down 

per each lower tax bracket, 
giving middle-class earn-
ers the lion’s share of the 
benefits.

In the coming year, indi-
viduals who earn $578,125, 
and joint-filing married 
couples who earn $693,750, 
will pay a top income tax 
rate of 37%.

Individuals who make 
$539,900 can expect a rate of 
35%, along with individuals 

who make $231,250 annual-
ly, and married couples who 
bring in $462,500 per year.

Individuals who make 
$182,100 and couples who 
make $364,200 will pay 
32%, while a 24% rate will 
apply to individual incomes 
of $95,375 and $190,720 for 
couples.

Individuals who make 
around $44,000 and mar-
ried couples who earn 
around $89,000 will now 
pay 22% tax.

The lowest tax rates of 
12% and 10% apply to in-
dividuals and couples with 
incomes that fall below 

$11,000 and $22,000, re-
spectively.

Recent Labor Depart-
ment data shows infla-
tion-adjusted weekly earn-
ings fell almost 4% since a 
year ago.

The directive features a 
full package of savings, in-
cluding one that affects the 
earned-income tax credit 
for low-income workers, 
which will grow about $500 
annually for qualifying tax-
payers with three or more 
children.

Other tax benefits will 
apply to estate inheritances 
and public transit.

IRS
continued from page 1

Suspect in California serial killer case charged with three 
counts of murder

By A.L. Lee 
UPI

A man suspected in a 
recent spate of serial kill-
ings in Southern California 
made his first court appear-
ance Tuesday after being 
charged with three counts 
of murder and other felony 
weapons violations.

Authorities say 43-year-
old Wesley Brownlee is sus-
pected in a total of six slay-

ings dating back to spring of 
2021 -- attacks that appear 
to be random.

One victim, whose name 
was withheld, survived the 
“reign of terror,” police said.

For now, Brownlee is 
charged with only the most 
recent deaths -- those of 
21-year-old Jonathan Rodri-
guez Hernandez, killed Aug. 
30; 52-year-old Juan Carlos 
Carranza-Cruz, killed Sept. 
21; and 54-year-old Law-

rence Lopez, killed Sept. 27.
Police arrested Brownlee 

at 2 a.m. Saturday during a 
traffic stop that uncovered 
a dark mask around his 
neck and a semi-automatic 
handgun in his car, which 
led Stockton Police Chief 
Stanley McFadden to be-
lieve the suspect was “out 
hunting.”

Brownlee is currently 
jailed without the possibility 
of bail, and his arraignment 

is scheduled for Nov. 14, at 
which time he is expected 
to plead to the charges, 
including additional counts 
for being a convicted felon 
in possession of a handgun 
and ammunition.

Authorities have not 
brought charges yet in two 
related killings that end-
ed the lives of 35-year-old 
Paul Alexander Yaw and 
43-year-old Salvador Wil-
liam Debudey Jr.

Brownlee worked as a 
commercial truck driver 
and had recently moved 
to Stockton from the San 
Francisco area.

Brownlee’s teenage years 
were marred by tragedy, as 
his brother and two close 
friends were murdered on 
the same block in his home-
town of East Oakland in the 
mid-1990s.

It was around this time 
that Brownlee’s legal trou-
bles began, with records 
showing an extensive crim-

inal history, including three 
arrests for selling crack 
cocaine.

Detectives said they 
were able to link many of 
the Stockton crime scenes 
through cell phone data, 
ballistic testing and video 
evidence.

Police traced the first 
killing to April 2021, around 
the same time a homeless 
woman was shot but sur-
vived. Then inexplicably, 
the killings stopped for 
more than a year before a 

series of five fatal shootings 
in Stockton between July 8 
and Sept. 27.

Investigators soon con-
nected the crimes and on 
Sept. 30 announced that 
a serial killer might be re-
sponsible.

Hundreds of tips from 
the community resulted in 
a sting operation that put 
Brownlee under surveil-
lance over the past week 
before he was finally taken 
into custody while driving 
in the middle of the night.
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Vladimir Putin declares martial law in 4 Ukraine regions
By Clyde Hughes 

UPI

Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin signed a decree 
declaring martial law in 
the four Ukrainian regions 
Moscow claims it annexed 
last month, heightening 
the potential for increased 
hostilities.

Putin, in signing the 
decree, told the state-run 
news agency TASS that the 
regions were under martial 
law before they became 
part of Russia. None of the 
regions are recognized by 
the United Nations or the 
international community as 
part of Russia but are within 
the borders of Ukraine.

“I have signed a decree 
on the introduction of 
martial law in these four 
constituent entities of Rus-
sia,” including the Donetsk 
People’s Republic, the Lu-
hansk People’s Republic, the 
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson 
Regions,” Putin said.

“It will  immediately 

be sent to the Federation 
Council for approval. The 
State Duma has been no-
tified of this decision. Now 
we need to formalize this 
regime in the framework of 
the Russian legislation.”

Putin signed annexation 
treaties for the regions last 
month, despite global push-
back.

Putin’s move comes as 
Moscow-controlled Kher-
son was moving civilians, 
while Ukraine instituted a 

news blackout in the area, 
indicating an upcoming bat-
tle for the city and region.

The Kremlin had seized 
Kherson, a key southern 
Ukrainian city, early during 
its invasion but has since 
been under the pressure 
of a counter-offensive or-
dered by Kyiv. Ukraine had 
previously announced suc-
cess in winning numerous 
small villages as their forces 
inched closer to Kherson.

Vladimir Saldo,  the 

Moscow-installed leader of 
Kherson, said some 60,000 
civilians will be evacuated 
from the Kherson region 
over the next six days.

Saldo said the evac-
uations were needed so 
Russian troops can “act 
resolutely” in dealing with 
the Ukraine counter-of-
fensive.

“I drove through the re-
gional center this morning. 
On the exterior, there was 
nothing to suggest there was 
a lot of pressure,” Saldo said, 
according to The Guardian.

“But when I arrived at 
the river port, I saw that the 
boats were waiting and are 
already loaded with people 
ready to go to the left bank 
of the Dnipro. [The situa-
tion] is getting tense.”

Kherson remains sym-
bolically pivotal because it 
is the only regional capital 
Russia has been able to 
capture since the start of its 
invasion in February.

Meanwhile, the Unit-
ed States ,  Britain and 
France said they will meet 
Wednesday to discuss Iran’s 
donation of so-called “ka-
mikaze” drones that the 
Kremlin had been using to 
attack civilian areas. Five 
people were killed in Kyiv 
on Monday and three more 
on Tuesday.

The Ukrainian military 
said it shot down 13 of the 
drones over Mykolaiv over-
night while Russia claimed 
it turned back an effort by 
Kyiv to retake control of 
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear 

power plant by boats with 
Ukrainian special forces.

The British Defense Min-
istry said Russia overall 
continues to struggle on 
the battlefield with four of 
the five generals with direct 
operational command of 
elements of the invasion 
being dismissed.

“Their replacements have 
so far done little to improve 
Russia’s battlefield perfor-
mance,” the ministry said on 
Twitter. “The lack of com-
mand continuity will likely 
be more disruptive than in 
a Western military because 
under Russian doctrine the 
development of plans sits 
largely with the commander 
personally, rather than as 
a collective effort across a 
broader staff.”

Russian President Vladimir Putin declared martial 
law in four regions of Ukraine on Wednesday. Photo 
courtesy of Kremlin Pool/UPI

Perfect ‘72 Dolphins, still 
‘competing,’ hope ‘scary’ 

Eagles lose a game
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Fifty years have passed since the 1972 
Miami Dolphins’ 17-0 season, but players 
from that roster say they still “compete” 
with today’s squads, like the 2022 Phila-
delphia Eagles, vying to remain the only 
perfect NFL team.

Hall of Fame fullback Larry Csonka 
said Tuesday during a Zoom video confer-
ence that he often shares phone calls with 
the living members of that team during 
NFL games, especially when a squad like 
the Eagles (6-0) threatens to join them 
in pigskin immortality -- though that’s a 
long way off.

“There’s a unity with the ‘72 team that’s 
going on every year,” Csonka said. “It’s the 
most alive team I’ve ever been affiliated 
with, and I think anyone’s ever been af-
filiated with, because it’s still competing.”

The 1972 team, which will be honored 
in the pregame and halftime of the Dol-
phins-Pittsburgh Steelers contest Sunday 
night in Miami Gardens, started their 
unblemished campaign on Sept. 17, 1972.

The 1972 Dolphins went on to win 14 
consecutive games in the span of 90 days 
-- with no bye weeks -- to complete an 
undefeated regular season. They then won 
three playoff games, including Super Bowl 
VII, to claim their spot in NFL lore.

The 2007 New England Patriots are 
the only other team in the Super Bowl era 
(since 1967) to complete an undefeated reg-
ular season. They went 16-0 and then won 
two playoff games, but lost the Super Bowl.

Csonka, 75, said he jumped out of his 
chair, nearly hitting his head on a ceiling 

fan after that loss. Csonka and his team-
mates say teams that start out perfect and 
threaten their record also give them a 
chance to bond and stay in touch.

“We don’t have to listen to [former 
coach] Don Shula and we’re not having 
two-a-days, but we’re still competing at a 
very minor capacity,” Csonka said.

“It reached a peak the year that New 
England went so far. ... That was a sweat 
and right down to the wire. I don’t like 
that, but we were together and talked a lot. 
I like it when it ends midseason.”

Shula, who was inducted into the Hall 
of Fame in 1997, died in 2020. The win-
ningest coach in NFL history was known 
for his fiery personality, which trickled 
down to his players. Some of that intensity 
remains in the players and surfaces the 
closer modern teams come to matching 
their record.

Csonka said his teammates get jealous 
and are starting to “growl in their beards” 
about the Eagles. He said the Eagles’ 
balance and ball-control offense is rem-
iniscent of the 1972 team and what led 
Philadelphia’s perfect start.

“They have things that are reminiscent 
of our old power running game when we 
when we went undefeated and it’s grati-
fying, but it’s a little scary,” Czonka said.

He said he thinks the team that looks 
least likely to upset the Eagles will be the 
one to end that perfect season because of 
the parity and offense-friendly rules in 
today’s NFL.

Larry Little, a Hall of Fame guard for 
the 1972 Dolphins, said he thinks the 
Dallas Cowboys can beat the Eagles later 
this season.
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A taste of Latin Lands in Rocky 
Mount, NC

Owner Maria C. Cuebasis a Puerto 
Rican businesswoman who had a vision to 
bring her taste of Latin business to Rocky 
Mt.  She has a degree in hotel administra-
tion and had a dream of owning he own 
business.  After leaving New York with her 
three small kids she tried several ventures 
that included child care, beauty salons but 
her love and passion is making people smile 

with hew Latin infused cuisine.  Café Co-
laoRestaurant is located at 101 N. Fairview 
Road in Rocky Mount and offers dine in or 
take out.  You can also call ahead at 252-
231-1284 and place your order for pick up.  
Stop by and visit Café Coloa for a dining 
experience that you want forget, open seven 
days a week and if there is a line it is well 
worth the waite.

Shown in photo-Co-owner  Willie Geraldino, Alexandria Valez, staff members 
Naty, Betty, Indio, Maria, Luis and part time servers.

The Saturday Night Jamboree
It was a spooky night atthe annual 

Halloween Carnivalwhen the Satur-
day Night Jamboree met recently at the 
Redmen’sLodge in Washington.  Regis-
trar,Kathy Lilley and Kerry Shellsigned 
in81clients.

DJ Lewis and BrandieBeachamplayed 
music fordancing and listening pleasure.  
Jim, Tine and Michaelled the activities and 
made announcements.  Joyce Carawanled 
the happy birthday song to all clients who 
had OctoberBirthdays, and placedbirthday 

hats on all the birthday Clients.
The blessing was asked.
Pizza, chips, Little Debbiecakes,and 

refreshmentswere providedby Brandie Lil-
leyand served by the Jamboree volunteers, 
which included:  Derise Regal, Kathy Lilley, 
Cody and Kerry Shell, Jim and Tine Sadler, 
Michael Wayne Cutler, Joyce Carawan, and 
Jerry Seigman.

After the clients enjoyed a nice meal, 
the volunteers handed out a bag of Hal-
loween treats provided by the Jamboree, 
and members Marlene Sprouse and Kerry 

Shell.   All who wore a costume were in-
vited to come forward and show off their 
costumes.  There were 18 winners who 
received gifts.

The next Jamboree will be heldat 
The Redmen’s Lodge. OnNovember 
12th,2022starting at 5:30 to 7:30. All area 
mentally/-physically-challenged residents 
and all volunteers are invited.For more 
information or to volunteer or to make 
donations, please call Jamboree Secretary 
Tine Woolard252-833-0059or Vice presi-
dent Michael Cutler.

Stanton, Judge power Yankees past Guardians, into ALCS
By Alex Butler 

UPI

Giancarlo Stanton smashed 
a three-run homer in the first 
inning to spark a dominant win 
over the Cleveland Guardians 
in an ALDS finale, guiding the 
New York Yankees into an ALCS 
matchup with the Houston Astros.

The designated hitter’s 379-
foot shot to right, paired with a 
394-foot solo blast from outfielder 
Aaron Judge in the second, gave 
the Yankees an insurmountable 
lead in the 5-1 triumph Tuesday 
at Yankee Stadium in New York.

“We definitely had to throw the 
first punch in a game like this,” 
Stanton told reporters. “There 
were runners in scoring position. I 
just had to make sure I got a good 
pitch to hit.”

Yankees starter Nestor Cortes 
allowed just three hits and one 
run over five innings to stifle the 
Guardians offense. Judge went 
2 for 4 with an RBI and a run 
scored. The 2022 MLB home run 
champion was the only Yankees 
player to record more than one 

hit in Game 5.
“I felt a lot of pressure,” Cortes 

said. “I knew our season was on 
the line. ... I was a little nervous 

because I knew the fans were 
waiting for our victory. It was an 

incredible atmosphere and incred-
ible feeling.”

Guardians starter Aaron Civale 
lasted for just 1/3 of an inning. He 
allowed two hits and three runs, 
with a walk and a strikeout, in 
the first.

Civale walked Yankees second 
baseman Gleyber Torres to start 
the bottom of the first. He then 
struck out Judge, before hitting 
first baseman Anthony Rizzo 
with a pitch. Stanton smacked 
his three-run shot three pitches 
later.

Judge hit his long ball off a 1-0 
curveball from Guardians reliever 
Sam Hentges in the bottom of the 
second.

Veteran third baseman Jose 
Ramirez plated the Guardians’ 
lone run with an RBI sacrifice fly 
in the top of the third. Rizzo drove 
in the final run of the night when 
he plated Torres with an RBI single 
in the bottom of the fifth.

Yankees relievers Jonathan 
Loasigia, Clay Holmes and Wandy 
Peralta allowed just five hits and 
no runs over the final four innings 
to clinch the victory.

New York Yankees designated hitter Giancarlo Stanton (27) is congratulated by outfielder Aar-
on Judge after hitting a three-run home run against the Cleveland Guardians in Game 5 of their 
American League Division Series on Tuesday at Yankee Stadium in New York. Photo by Ray 
Stubblebine/UPI


